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TO THE READER. 



Historical romanæ is a kind of literature still wantiog 
in Italy ; and why it is wanting I know not— since we 
baye fervid imaginations, a rich and flexible language, and, 
unhappily, the obroniolee of our country are fuU of ter- 
rible events. If perohanoe it should appear to our writers 
that the crown they might gain, by trying their fortunes 
in tbis arena, is of too perishable a nature, let them be 
undeoeived, sinoe, the immortal Sootohman serves to 
shew, that in this path palms may be gathered, seoond to 
fevr or none in dignity. Let no one think that I presume 
to fill up this gap, beoause I venture to publish a romanoe« 
which, if it oan boast no other tdtle, has one to that of 
historioal— sinoe the principal facts related in it are based 
upon very oertain truths. I wish however, that some one 
more capable of this style of writing than I am, would 
take a fonoy to it, and occupy a plaoe which still remains 
vaoant. To equal Walter Scott, Bichardson, Sismox^di^ 
and a few otbers, I know, is not bo eas^ vn ^^i^j^sr^TViiftv« 
Sut to bare a name nm second to tkæe «ytjvvxvw^ w)i^^'«^ 
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is an honor to be desired. Although I am aware that my 
powers will not suffioe to carry me half way, I shall not 
regret having taken it for my aim, if I can only flatter 
myself with having entered on the right road, and not 
through haste mistaken it. These are my first steps, if 
reader, they seem to you uncertain and faltering, do not 
coldly thrust me back— but if you oonsider them those 
of a man absolutely crippled, give me a friendly viaming. 
JEtest assured then, that I shall never more dåre to annoy 
you, and that you will not oomplain twice of having, 
through me, thrown away your money and your time. 

MAY YOU BB HAPPY! 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE 

The intrinsic merits of the following beautlAil tale 
being so great, the translatør hopes they wiU enable it to 
meet the approval of a diboeming Public, in spite of the 
disadvantages ever attendant on a change of hnguage. 
The talented Author*ha8 so well oonsulted all tastes, 
that matter will be found in these pages, to suit the 
lovers of truth, and of fiction— of history, and of ro- 
mance— of pathos, and of humour. The period chosen 
for the work, is the Fifbeenth Century. The precise epoch 
being that of the Conquest of Naples, by Charles VIII of 
l^Vance, renders it still more exciting. The description 
of ultra-montane scenery, manners, customs, and cos- 
tume— the slight sketch given of Savonarola, (the Gkbvazzi 
of his age)— all these when combined, form a picture so 
attractive, that the Translator deems it hardly neoessary 
to add, in order to ensure her task a kind reception, that 
it was commenced solely with a view to aid the cause of 
sufiering merit. 

• " Sibilla Odaleta** is supposed to havebeen written by a tM,^^«<« 
ir ton-in-law of the celebrated ManionV«, lo '^\iQ%% "^xw -v« ^^^ 
idebted for tbe exqiUBite tale of "Tbe BetxoOi^^r wv^'^^^'^'^^''* 

' inmate ofLa Tnppe, 



Chapteb i. 

In the year 1493, Ludovico Sforza sumamed the Moor, 
éxercised tbe offioe of guardian to his nephew John 
Galeazzo, Duke of Milan, who though of age twenty years 
before, was weak in intellect and delicate in health. 
This Ludovico had, for a long time, held the reigns of 
govemment, and with the title of Duke besides, reigned 
•with the full authority of a desi)otic prince ; since he had 
subdued by his own power, the fortresses, the soldiery, and 
the treasures of the state. But ambitions beyond all 
belief, he could not sleep tranquilly owing to the precari- 
6us state of afiairs, and therefore he pondered seriously on 
the means of ridding himself of his nephew ; not because 
he feared the latter capable of resuming the supreme 
command ; but because Isabella, of Arragon, his wife, a 
Woman of a masculine mind, incessantly urged her fkther 
Ferdinand, King of Naples, no longer to telerate such a 
disgrace ; and warmly besought him to take itito consid-^ 
eration the danger to their lives, continually exposed with 
those of their children to the plots and treachery of Ludo- 
vico. On the other hånd he knew that his name was hate- 
ful to the people, and that the greatest compassion was felt 
by each individual for the unhappy John G^\eaa'Wi,\jQft\fc^^ 
timate lord of Milan ; however, in ordet \o 9ja.va. W^ «vi^^ 
hø£r8t8catteredwitha,lsLv\sh. hånd t\i© afc«Ås ^^ ^^a«»st^ 



hetween the king of Naples and Alexander VI., Bodrigo 
Borgia, (who had the year before unjustifiably put on the 
tiara,) in order that by thus exciting a formidable enemy 
against Ferdinand, the latter might find his power and his 
ability to maintain the rights of his son-in-law, diminished. 
Some facts, which, in other circumstances would have been 
considered of no account, served him as a pretext, and these 
represented afterward with a malignant intent,so exaspera- 
ted the haughty pontiff that his rancour waited but the 
opportunity to humble his restless neighbour. 

These dissensions, however, did not seem to the wary 
Ludovico of an irreconcileable nature, either because 
Alexander was of an unstable character, or because 
Alphonso, the elder son of Ferdinand, appeared inclined 
to make a matrimonial alliance between Sancia, his natu- 
ral daughter, and Geoffry, the son of the pope. That same 
year, Lorenzo de Medicis had died in Florence, a deplorable 
loss, not only for that republic, but for the whole of Italy^ 
dnce the ability, prudence, and high reputation of that 
prince contributed wonderfUlly to the tranquillity of all 
things. He was the only person who knew how to mode~ 
rate and restrain the ambition of Ferdinand and Ludovico« 
who, owing to their equality in power, and the motives wø 
have referred to, Uved in a state of perpetual anger and 
suspidon. To Lorenzo had succeeded Peter, (who was 
very inferior to his Mher :) and the latter by the advice 
of Yirginius Orsini, his kinsman, had so linked himself 
with Ferdinand, that Ludovico Sforza had just reason to 
fear, that whenever the Arragonese should make an irrup- 
tion into the duchy of Milan, or into the Pontfical states 
they would be supported by the ar ms of the B>epublic of 
Florence. He therefore revolved in his mind the most 
effioacious remedies for the^evil with which he was 
tluiøateiied. 



Charles VIII., son of Lewis XI., then reigned in Franoe. 
His predecessors had several times, with various suooess 
attaoked the kingdotn of Naples, yielded in fief, for reasons 
which it would be surperfluous to adduoe by the Boman 
Pontiff Urban IV., since ihe year 1274, to Charles, Count 
of Provence, and Anjou, brother of St. Louis. Such a 
ooncession, although it was chitnerical, (since the kingdom 
of Naples never was a fief of Borne) was maintained with 
different success by the sovereigns of Pranoe, and ulti- 
mately passed as an inheritance to Charles VIII. This 
prince, as if by a natural instinct, cherished from 
childhood, was desirous of regaining by his arms, the 
kingdom so justly belonging to himself, and of this Ludo- 
▼ico Sforza was aware. The latter therefore judged that 
the only means of humbling Ferdinand, and securing to 
himself the dominion of Mllan, was to call into Italy the 
arms of this young monarch and to offer him potent aid 
in the shape of soldiers and money. He directed every 
effort to the execution of this design, of which, however, 
he did not calculate the possible consequences with the 
wisdom and prudence to which he pretended, and he sent 
openly to Charles (althongh veiling the true cause under 
different colors) as an ambassador, Charles Barbiano,^ 
Count of Belgioso. As a sagacious politician and with 
the suggestions of Ludovico for a guide, the latter pre* 
sented the oonquest to that monarch, under so promising 
an aspect, showed its facility so clearly, concealed its dan- 
gers with so much art, knew so well how to exaggerate the 
glory that woula thence arise to France, to give weight to 
the justice of the cause and value to the fruits of victory, 
and at the same time to remove all suspicion of private 
interest lurking in the mind of Loreosx), \>\^Cj\^aA<^>^ 
youth, only 22 years old, by nature \i\.W© -s^RW^Va-VNssoaKi. 
Æofyaos, fy-anBported with an ardent t\LSi%\» tot YoXft.'Na^'w^ 
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appetito for glory, decidod upon passing the Alps, and like 
a new Hannibal coming to the conquest of Italy. There 
vere not wanting however, among the nobility and great 
men of Franoe those who reæived \nthdiffidence these mag- 
nifioent proposals. Amongst them Giacomo Grayilla^ the 
grand admiral, a man who enjoyed the farne of influential 
wisdom, laid before the king and parliament, reasons which 
balanced those of the Italian ambassader. He set forth oi^ 
the one hånd the difficulties of a war in a distant country, 
the farne and valoiir of Alphonso, duke of Calabria^ Italian 
qrafb and artifice, and the bad faith of Ludovico ; on the 
other he called to mind the want of monoy, the contro- 
versies with neighbouring kings, which it was important 
in oases of war to oompromise by injurious and not very 
honourable sacrifices ; but neither these, nor other similar 
refleqtions, availed to turn away the mind of this impru- 
dent moi^arch from the project, since he was strongly 
i;rged to it, through motives which we shall afterwards 
explain, by Stephen de Yere, a native of Langnedoc, an4 
William Brissonetto, first general of France, afterwards 
bishop of St. Malo,as well as some prinoes and many barons 
exiled from the ki4gdom of Naples, ai^d who had with- 
drawn into France. 

Prior to passing the natural barriers, which nature 
imposes between France and Italy, the different potentates 
of this, our beautiful peninsula, were secretly sounded in 
order to calculate justly on the success to be relied upon, 
and the obstacles to be encountered. 

Alexander YI., ai^xious to be reyei^ge4 on Ferdinand, 
to see him humbled £^nd even dethroned, yielded to the 
entreaties of Ludovico and encoiiraged the coming of 
Charles into Italy. 

The Yenetians and the Siamese, whom it ill suited that> 
^Ii!ø JSpiverjr stores of Parthenope, shouid A^eooiaa \Jaft «j^\^ 



of a foreign monarch, when ask ed by Phillip de Comines, 
lord of Agenton, whether as adverse to the king of 
Pranoe, they would oppose his plan, or, if favorable, they 
would secoad it, got out of the scrape as well as they oould 
by an evasive answer. 

The Florentines, although threatened with being depri- 
ved of all commerce with France, if they refused to lend 
her arms and money, would not abandon the Arragonese, 
since Peter de Medicis measuring things more by the 
scale of his own wishes than that of prudenoe, hoped that 
the expedition iuto Italy would end in vain rumours ; and 
persisted in sharing the same fortune with Ferdinand. 
But Charles had in his heart ftiUy dedded on carrying 
into effect the threatened invasion ;— therefore regarding 
these obstaoles as little or nothing, having finished his 
preparations in the course of the year 1493, preceded by 
the farne of French valor, he made a descent into Italy 
the following year at the head of a formidable army. 
He was followed by all the nobles and captains in the 
kingdom. The flower of his troops was composed of Gas- 
oons, a brave people armed and disoiplined like the Swiss, 
of various battalions of those mountain warriors, who 
had then more than ever aoquired a reputation for 
strength and valor, by the recent victories of Granson 
and Morat, gained in 1476, over the troops of the terrible 
duke of Burgundy Char]es the Bold, and some companies 
of cavalry, in whioh, for the first time, some gentlemen of 
the highest rank served, who had until then feared to 
sully their nobility by being placed on the lists of a 
paid Company, but who freed from this prejudice, distin- 
guished themselves affcerwards by every kind of mili- 
tary virtue. 

Meanwhile ItaJj, already treniYAm^ «.\. XJaa ^<5»>Qas:s 
wjiiok tkresktenoå her, was Q\er-i\iXL "\5^ T3ica> ^"^^ 
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through increduUty or imposition profeased to hay^ by 
science or divine inspiration, a knowledge of fature eventø 
or prognostioated them with the most daring impudenoe. 
These men whether they were paid by the Frenoh or 
Ludovico, or whether fear magnified the danger to their 
eyes, went about preaching that the fatal hour of Italy 
had arrived; and that the heaveps spoke in a thou* 
sand ways, by strange aocidents, and horrid appearanoes, 
which had not for many centuries been observed in the 
world. They affirmed that in Apulia three suns had been 
seen by night and in a cloudy sky ; that horrible thun- 
der and lightnings augmented the terrors of this phe- 
Domenon. That in th€ territory of Arezzo, there had 
been visible for many days past, innumerable armed men 
on immense horses and accompanied by a frightful noise 
of drums and trumpets; that in many piaces sweat had 
£edlen from the images and saored statues ; and, in short, 
that there had oocurred in yarious parts of Italy, an infl- 
nite number of events all out of the order of nature. 
These phenomena passed from mouth to mouth, oontin- 
uing to be disfigured and magnified by imaginations 
smitten with terror and superstition. Some only consoled 
themselves by the idea of ihe comet not having been ob- 
served, which the ancients deemed a most oertain mes- 
senger of change in states and kingdoms. 

Minds and things in Italy were in this condition when 
Charles left France ; but in the interval of his departure, 
and arrival in Tuscany, ibe propitious circumstances 
which were to facilitate to French valor the desired con- 
quest were in part changed. John Galeazzo Sforza the 
principal objeot to the ambition of Ludovico, who had for 
a long time been lying sick in the castle of Favia, died, 
and it was the opinion of those times that a slow poison 
j5r>a7 /b Jum by bia iinole oauwd \ua diM^; %\x!c^ vbl 
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eYWith followed immediately by the eleotion of Ludovioo, 
as Duke of Milan, ohanged the hostUe dispositions of this 
prinoe; added towhich he was soured byhavinK been 
obliged to give up this castle as a pledge of his faith to 
Charles, and to furnish him with 200,000 ducats : there- 
fore he regretted extremely haying himself thrown open 
the gates of Italy to foreign armies, and, taught by expe- 
riencø, he thought how difficult it would prove, to restrain 
in its progress, the ambition of a yictorious monarch, who 
was meditating not the oonquest of Italy alone, but also 
ihat of proud Constantinople. 

Ferdinand, to whom the threatened inyasion of France, 
and the difficulty of opposing it, occasioned the greatest 
trouble, at the end of a few days ceased to live. Alphon- 
so, his heir, hastened to pacify the wrath of Alexander : 
hence vanished even the shadow of dissension between 
the Boman pontiff and tiuøNprinæ; and in order to seal 
the peace, the manriage to which we have before alluded 
was concluded between Sanoia and G^ofiOrey. 

Such important dhanges occurring in the course of a 
few months, afforded matter of deep consideration to 
Charles ; and if the enterprise had not been actually begun 
and he had not felt restrained by the shame of being com« 
pelled publickly to renounce it^ he would doubtless have 
yielded to more prudent oounsels. 

These embarrassments were however rendered less no- 
table by the following facts. An armed force under the 
command of Don Prederic,brother to the ]dng,had quitted 
Naples with the idea of presenting itself in the waters 
of Genoa, where it hoped by a secret understanding with 
the bandits of that city, for an insurrection, which would 
give into its power this port, before the km% o^ ^TrøsKi^« 
(whose intention it iribs to attack]^ap\Q&,'biY\KcA^2C!k.^^ 
cøntempanneouBljr) oould bttve o(Aie(^^\^ ^Bbi^^^sfi^ 
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from Marseilles. The army of Prince Frederic, accord-^ 
in g to hLstorians, was coraposed of thirtiy-five ligbt galleys, 
eighteen ships, and several lighter vessels, fumished with 
good artillery, and 3000 foot soldiers. It was many years 
since the Tyrene sea had beheld a fleet so well provided 
or better armed, whence there was reason to hope for a 
favorable Issue to this etiterprise ; but the fleet was too 
late in setting off from Naples, since the French had had 
time to prevent their design»; and the bailiff, of Bijon^ 
with 2000 Swiss, paid by the king of Franoe, was in pos- 
session of Genoa, and had placed in order several ships and 
galleys, which united to those of Marseilles, could oppose 
to them the strengest defence, owing to which, this enter- 
prise, easy as it would have proved, had it been attempted 
a month before, was now become both arduous and labo- 
ous ; and prince Frédéric^ after some encountersof little 
moment, on the shore ofjLlWllllliow lost all hope of be- 
coming master of Genoa, and not wishing to venture 
himself in a struggle of such a doubtful issue, (because on 
this might depend the fate of the kingdom) sent back his 
ships to Naples, and retired with the light galleys into 
the port of Leghom, at the very moment in which Charles 
of France set foot in Tuscany. 

This kind of retreat, alfhough inconclusive, since the 
Arragonese fleet still remained untouched, emboldened the 
monarch and those who favored the war ; and the coward- 
ice of Peter de Medids, gave the last impetus to the pros- 
ecution of this ill-omened enterprise. This prince, who 
as long as the French army was at a distance, had insti- 
gated the republic of Florence to oppose it as much as 
possible, as soon as hé saw the danger at band, fearing 
equally the wrath of Charles atid that of the people, by 
whom he was held in abhorrance, issued secretly out of 
J'Sorenoø and rspairød to Serezanai to \)ow ^a^lot^ X^oaX 
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monarch, to appease him, and pilrohasehisprotection; 
thus "viithout any speoiai missioo trom the republio, hø 
yielded to the most haughty demands, promising a great 
sum of money and many fortresses as a guarantee of the 
Florentine faith. But on his return to Florence, he found 
all minds greatly exasperated against him, and the people 
in a state of rebellion : since his having yielded with such 
suppleness to Charles' immoderate demands, appeared to 
the weakest an aet of insupportable meanness ; and su^h 
was the indignation of every one, that when he arrived at 
^the x>alace of the chief magistrate to give an acoount of 
what he had effected, the entrance was denied to him by 
several magistrates, who, armed at all points, had plaoed 
themselves on guard there. Amongst these were James 
de Nerli and Gualterotto, both of them of high lineage, 
and rich, who bitterly reproved him ; and around these 
the people crowded tumultuously, so that he had scarcely 
time to mount his horse and fly to Bologna^ accompanied 
by his brothers, Cardinal John and Julian. Then the 
people armed themselves and proolaimed on their own 
authority Peter a rebel. The houses were filled by inhabi- 
tants who everywhere prepared an enraged defenoe, in 
case Charles should insist on the fulfilment of the extra- 
vagant demands to which Peter had consented. Mean- 
while the anger of the king was great at such an opposition, 
new negociations were opened at Sigua, a plaoe seven 
miles distance trom Plorence ; but Charles persisted and 
the Florentines persisted also. Finally it was settled that 
the former should be received in Florence, apparently as 
a friend, and that by the supreme magistrates in person, 
the oontested points should be discussed pacificaUy, and 
the time fixed upon was the 17th ot Novemb^t^ VV^\^ 
that is exactly nine days after Peter d« 'M.«^^&\A^>a^^^ 
ignaxainiously driven forth. 
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These pretiminary notices, as being entirely oonforma- 
ble to historioal truth, will be unknown to few who are 
not entirely ignorant of the afiairs of their own country ; 
but we thought it neoessary to commence with them, in 
•order to refiresh the memories of those to whom they are 
«lready known, and for the information of the foreign 
reader, or of those who have not yet had the time, or 
means to instruct themselves in Italian history. 



Chafteb II. 

• SciJKCELY had day dawned on the 17th of ^N^ovember, 
when two cavaliers aooompanied by a squire, stopped at 
two miles from Florence, on the road which leads froni Leg- 
horn to that city. The youngest of them, and his age 
might be about twenty-foor, was clad in polished steel 
armour, and six red feathers waved in his helmet, mingled 
amongst which was distinguished a seyenth, entirely 
black, and larger than the six others united, as if to indi- 
cate that grief and melancholy were the preTailing sen- 
timents in the mind of its wearer. The shield, whioh 
matched the armour ezactly, had a head of Medusa 
engraven on it, with the motto, ** Pro Patria et Bege." 
Tall in stature, every mo^ement showed that his limbø 
had aoquired a^ty and suppleness by a gynmastic edu- 
cation. His complezion brown, his hair blaok as a raven's 
wing, and curling naturally, escaped from his helmet and 
fell over his shoulders in the Italian fashion; his eyes 
were Ml and sparkling, though their yivacity was soft- 
ened by an habitual melancholy ;— -in faet he presented to 
the life, the image of one of those warriors who sometimes 
figured on the canvass of Italian masters, as prototypes of 
military pride and beauty. His horse was ot \\y^'^<dx\s»i 
race, black aoå sbining as pitch, except Wi^aX. V?QfcVy««t 
psrås of bis legs vrero. ivhite a« snow. A. ti^ ot ^eSi «^^ 
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desoending from his head half-way down his neck, set off 
the lightness and brillianoy of his mien. From under the 
saddle, a housing of red velvet, bordered with tassels of the 
same color fell over the croupe and sides. A large golden 
dasp, supported by two straps of the finest German leather 
gilt, served as a breast-plate, and from the centre of this 
clasp, desænded a tail of horse-hair, which waved to and 
fro, according to the movements of the horse, or the force 
of the wind ; in all respeots he was so perfect, that a 
sovereign might have been honored in riding him. 

The other warrior, although not apparelled with the 
same elegance and precision, yet wore such armour as 
showed him to be a man of high importance. He had on a 
cuirass of steel, which had not yet received from the årti- 
ficer the last polish, and in the centre of which, (in that 
part that is, which corresponds with the middle of the 
breast) was a spike raised from the surface about four 
inches, and which enlarging in progressive cirdes, rested 
on the plate of the cuirass. Two other spikes of exactly the 
same kind, rose in front of the shoulders, and it might 
have been well said, that they were destined to serve as offen. 
sive weapons, if the warriors of those times had fought 
by striking each other with their chests. The buckle, 
which supported the sword was very rich, but concealed 
purposely under the armour, so that a small i>ortion 
alone could be seen whenever certain movements of the 
body discovered it. The helmet, which defended the 
head, was covered with a plate of silver gilt, but thick 
black feathers fell over all the convex parts, so that when 
at rest they concealed it entirely. A steel vizor had been 
attached to it, temporarily, as it were, and it was evident 
from the discrepancy between the helmet and vizor that 
thej were of different materials. The shield had no 
Ugead^ at least apparently, and if it \^^^ \\i i«ma!mft^ c^u-- 
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oealed under a horizontal strap of leather, whioh passingr 
over a seoond that was perpendicular, formeda oroes simi- 
lar to those worn by the Crusaders. The horse he rode 
was not so spirited as that of his oompanion nor so richly 
caparisoned. There was, in faet, observable through out 
the whole of this knighlfs aoooutrements, a certain want 
of harmony and oertain contradictions, as if he had been 
armed and mounted in haste, with armour that did not fit 
nor belong to him. His age seemed to be about 45, unless 
we consider that he was worn by oonstant fatigue, and 
then you would have said that he was only 36, if, in spite of 
some few hairs, which began to whiten and a fiaoe bronzed 
by the sun, you had remarked the health of his looks and 
the yigour of his limbs. The truth, perhaps, lay between 
the two and he might in faot be forty. 

The squirewho kept behind them, was armed at all points 
and in a manner similar to that of the knights, now descri- 
bed, saye that his shield which had no emblems, bore the 
legend '* Eaithful to my Lord." 

Their horses breathless and perspiring, and the dust 
with which their arms were covered, showed that they 
had ridden all the night, and eyinced an extreme neoessity 
fbr repose, when they stopped for a short time. A miller 
who came out of his mill to change the direction of the 
water, staid to look at them. The two knights had dis- 
mounted, and while the squire held their steeds by the 
bridle, the eldest of the two struck his lanceinto the bank 
of the mill dam, tumed to the miller, and raising his 
Tizor said '*good man," "will you permit us to rest 
for a moment in your mill, while our horses regain a little 
breath." The miller had taken off his white cap, and 
placed it under his left arm, while he advanoed oourti^^^Vs 
to meet them,~"m7 lords,'* he repUed, "-^^ wO\ ^c^ \!K1 
joiU sn honour, whioh it has neyer ye\> x%c«v:s^* ^».^ 
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speaking thus he proæeded to open the door : the oata- 
liers followed him. ''Take the preoaution, gentlemen," 
saiå he, " to stoop your heads or the long plumes of your 
helmets wiU sweep the floury oobwebs which hang on 
my roof : there, that is well,— rest yourselyes," and mean- 
while he dusted with his cap a benoh on which he signed 
to them to seat themselves. " Can I, my lords, offer yoa 
some refreshnent ? you seem to be in need of it ;— Maria^" 
he cried, without waiting for an answer, and tuming to- 
wards a little wooden spiral stair case which led to a small 
upper story, "Maria, quick, despatch, and bring us breok- 
fitst— -Yoa will not certainly hjtve a breakfast suitable to 
your rank, but at least it will be offered to you willingly,and 
80 much the more as it appears that you are going to lay 
a hånd on those cursed Frenchmen/' It was not the in- 
tention of the cavaliers to stay long, eitiier to eat or to 
talk, but the oordiality of thdr host and his last speeoh, 
induced the elder of the two, who seemed to give both 
impulse and example to theother, not to refdse. '*Do 
you think then," he said, " tiiat we shall be obliged to 
oome to this exiaremity ? I swear by Diana^ what else can 
be done ? they are so impudent these French, that I truly 
hope the patienoe of the Florentines will not bear with 
them." 

"I haye been told, howeyer, that there is a treaty now 
on foot, and that it was hoped things would be brought to 
an amioable condusion ." 

*'Amioable! I swear by Diana,— listen, my lords, do not 
be offended if this oath escape from my lips every mo- 
ment ; I know that it is not a civil thing to swear in the 
presenoe of cavaliers, but it is an expression which I have 
used firom ohildhood, and which will not militate 
against my profound respect," (and he bowed,) " if then, 
UV oounirymea sbould aooept tbe shame^uX ip)to'{^^iD& 
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of those scoundrels,— I swear by — *- 1 should be almost 
o^pable of poiaoning all the flour whioh issuee from my 
mill, to kill them like so many rats. But no, thank heaven! 
no, they wiU not do it, beoause the Plorentines when they 
will, I swear by I>iar-,and then have they not driven outr 
tha;t traitor, Peter, who would have sold them to the 
French like so many sheep P Oh ! if he had passed this 

way ■ ■ ' ; it is said he took the gate of San Qallo , 

well for him,-^well for his brothers who aooompanied 
bim! If he had taken the road to Pisa! I swear by Diana I'' 

'Tou are somewhat enraged with the French, but you 
are no less so with your own prinæs." 

" And have I not reason P they seemed as if they would 
have ground these foreigners as I grind the beans on my 
nullstone, and then to yield without giving water to m- 
wheeL— Oh ! I swear by Diana—." 

Meanwhile Maria had brought forward a small table 
Q>read over it a dean white oloth, and plaoed upon it a 
diah of most entieing ham. " £a1^ my knvbgain strength, 
and if y« are true Italiansi, ye will give no rest to the ene- 
mies of our glory.— 1 am only a poor miller^ you see ;— I 
am now forty-six years of age ; — I am attached to my poor 
old Mim^ but when I think I oan oontribute to the feli- 
eilgr of my oountry othrørwise than by grinding oom, I will 
put QQ a ooat of mail, seize a eudgel, and I swmt byDiana— t 
Who knowB huJC you may one day bear of ihe miller of 
Saa GermaBQ?" 

So muoh enthusiasm in a man, in suoh fk mean oondi« 
tion, amused the knig^t of the three spikos, (for at present 
we know not better how to denomiaate bim,) and he 
hoped to find still more in the higher classes. He looked 
therefnre at tbe mlHer with |b hølf-smiUng acn^M^ \pk9ciA(- 
bly oooaøioned by bis %unng to bimaéiit ^^ idwd^^ ^zd^ 
petuvao^ (wbo bad a pbyttoøooii^y ^ffoc\ilBi9 ^bjd -\^fis^«^^V 



20 

Callot,) with a cuirass on his back and a helmet on his 
head ; but the miller believed he was applauding his in* 
tention, and he would have oontinued had not Maria's en- 
trance, holding the squire by the hånd, cut short the thread 
of his ideas. " Oh ! I swear by Diana," (resumed he, 
striking his forehead with the extremity of his right hånd,) 
" I had forgotten that you had a squire, and that he pro- 
bably, was no less in want of refreshment thanyourselves. 
Come forward, honest man, drink to the h^th of the 
Italians." The squire glanoed towards his master, who 
made him a sign to accept the offer, and seeing that tiie 
youngest knight looked towards the road, as if to give an 
eye to the horses." " Do not fear, my lord," said Maria, 
your steeds are fastened to the rings which securetiie 
asses that bring grain to the miU." 

" I was saying then," (resumed the miller, while he wa« 
pouring out wine for his guests,) " I was saying that when 
my country shall have need of me, I shall be found ready 
to serve her; but I hope she oan dowithout myaid. 
There are at this time, in Florence, as many armed men as 
would grind Charles and the whole of France into so 
much flour." 

*'Tou makemelaugh, goodman, and certainlyii all 
Tuscans were worth as much as you are, the thing might 
be as you say, but alas ! " (here be raised his eyes to 
Heaven and sighed,) '' alas ! all do notuesemble you! 
Now tell me ' do you know at what hour Charles will 
enter Florence?" 

"They say at five o'clook exaotly ." 

" Can we then arrive in time, even though our horses 
areweary?" 

** Certainly you can, and you may also continue to eat 
jrour hreakfast oomfortably, but drink : we will drink to- 
4f»fåier:-rLong live the IiiXiBim\** 
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After this Outburst^ he fwallowed a bumper at one 
draught, and tasting the last drops wbioh he swallowed 
slowly, he looked at the knight who bad not till this 
moment c^ned his lips, ezcept to eat with a oertain 
negligent air, as if his mind were engrossed by more 
serious ideas, and putting down his glass which he 
etnxtk hard on the table,— "You," said he, "in spite of 
yonr silence, have something in your faoe, which greatly 
takes my fonoy, and I would swear that you are buming 
with high indignation at the impudence which has been 
shown to us :— you, when occasion shall present itself, will 
fight like a brave man ; so, at least, I judge from your 
eyes, which sparkle from under your helmet, as if they 
were two small suns/' 

"Gertainly, certainly, my good firiend," (said the stranger 
in a mild voice,) " for I will not keep my hånds in my 
girdle, if it should be necessary to raise them in defence of 
this our poor Italy, but the blood that we shed will fall on 
the heads of those who force us to unsheathe our swords." 
So saying, he, and the other cavalier, complied with the 
good man's invitation, and having now quietly emptied 
their glasses, they both rose together. They courteously 
thanked their host, and were about to remove their horses, 
when the miller detained them for some moments, as he 
had determined on not allowing them to depart, without 
letting fly a oouple of oaths to Diana. Acoordingly he 
said their thanks were superfluous, because he swore by his 
goddess, that the defenders of his country had a right to 
eat his millstones if they could digest them ; that, on the 
other hånd he had reoeived an honour he would not ex- 
change for the best ham in Bologna ; and he entreated 
them, at all events, not to forget the miller of San Q^t- 
mano, who felt an irrasisrtable itching to ttna^mx^ai^l m>i^ 
a Breacmn abort sirord. Finally eeo&pm^ «ia ^^ ^^ 
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Mtheyoould from so muoh ooiirtesy, the knights aome- 
what rested and refreshed leaped into the saddle, and tha 
squire was not slow in doing the same. They saluted the 
dusty enthusiast, and then spurred on towards Elorence. 
The miller and his wife stood gazing afber them, the for- 
mer with his oap under his left arm, and scarcely had they 
disappeared &om his eyes, when striking the back of ene 
hånd against the palm of theother, he exclaimed "I swear 
hy Diana, they fly as fast 9& the wheels of my mill I 
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Chåptbb IIL 

Beautifiil and animated beyond all credibility was the 
spectacle Florence presented on that day which might be 
the harbinger of a terrible calamity. On one side, were 
the Erench, who from the dawn of day had advanced 
almost under the walls of the city, and awaited the hour 
fixed for them to accompany their young sovereign thither. 
Encamped in the beautiful country which surrounded 
that Capital, with the characteristic vivacity of their na- 
tion, they abandoned themselves to all the intoxication of 
an army which believes itself the victor, although they had 
not yet fired a single gun. Some were polishing their 
arms, others caparisoning their horses, others sitting down 
comforting themselves with spirituous liquors, singing the 
while barrack songs, others loaded the baggage waggons, 
some folded up the tents again; all seemed to think they 
were going to a festival; and all, more or less, were 
adoni^ed, and had taken more than half-an-hour in adom- 
ing their persons as if for a review. 

"Within the walls, however, the picture was different, 
but i>erhaps more iuteresting than that which we have 
just painted. A buzzing ran among the Citizens, more 
easy to conceive than to describe. The boxx^e^^ Hi«t^ 
gradually filled with people from t\i^ cavxjaters, ^^'^ 
under pretence o/assisting at the reo©pt\ox\»eix\fit^\y3 "^ 
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the gates. There firee oompanies, in the pay of the Bepub- 
lio, ensconæd their men, some here, some there, but all in 
piaces, fromwliichwhen occasion offered, theymight rush 
out suddenly, by a thousand ways, on the front and.rear 
of their enemies. 

Some bore on their heads stones and pebbles, destined to 
serve as arms for the mob ; some concealed their valuables, 
one whispeied to his Mends ; here a person gave it out for 
certain that the terms of peace were fixed and'determined 
on ; there another asserted that a terrible catastrophe was 
impending; while in the midst of this confusion, and with 
as muoh distrust on the part of the French, as on that of 
the Florentines, there was a display of the greatest possi- 
ble luxury, and an extemal semblance of as much recipro- 
cal confidence as if one friend had accepted the mvitation 
of another to dine with him. 

The kin^ of France was eager to give a high idea of his 
power to the Florentines, and it was no less important to 
the latter, to let him understand that in case he would not 
consent to moderate oonditions, firmness and sharp lances 
would be found in their city. At the hour appointed for 
his entry, Charles, acoompanied by two hundred cavaliers, 
the fiower of the nobility of France, having left the rest of 
his followers outside the Porta di Prato, wasreceived into 
the warlike city of Flora. He was mounted on a superb 
Arabian horse, richly caparisoned in the Mussulman 
style, which, with nine others he had received as a gift 
from Bajazet a short time before, and he was clad in a suit 
of Silver armour, elegantly wrought by a Spanish artificer ; 
which, in the shape of a cuirass, covered his chest and 
shoulders, and did not pass beyond his hips, but from its 
lower border there hung several strips of pure silver, yie.d- 
j'ag and pliable, so as not'to impede the riders movements ; 
^tflier rowa disposeå in the form of a 8em\-cvtQ\^, ws^w^ 



tiie npiper part d hiø body, tiie shortest iBsuing from the 
point ofthe shoulder, and Uie longest fiilling predsely from 
the centre of the <^est. He had on his head a kind of 
hehnet, whioh was of the same metal ; the front part wai 
sorrounded by a regal ooronet of the finest gold, and the 
hind part tumed upwards and fiistened laterally with the 
orown to a species of ornament in the form of a star, the 
rays of whioh were altemately of gold and silver. The 
nppw part of the helmet was cut short and nearly resem- 
bled Uie tag of a oardinal's c^>, a style of dress, which gave 
a oertain light and graoeful air to thebearingof the young 
monarch, who had not been gifted by nature with a dis- 
tinguished physiognomy, although he had tolerably fine 
eyes, and his carriage and manners were so urbane that 
be had been sumamed ''The Gourteous." By his side 
rode William Brissonnetto, his favorite minister and the 
principal instigator of the war. This minister united an 
ardent love for the glory of his country, to interested and 
ambitions yiews. Yersatile in negociations, he bad all the 
sagacity of a prelate of the court of Bome, and paraded 
an the loyalty and frankness of the ancient Paladins of 
France. His style of dress might appear whimsical, be- 
cause in it were blended military accoufarements and 
priestiy ornaments. He had on a white silk coat, inter« 
woven with gold threads, a white mantle fastened to his 
lefb shoulder by a rich diamond clasp, and slanting from 
his side, supported by a girdle embroidered in gold, hung a 
øword of Damascus steel, the gifb of his lord : mingled 
with these ornaments, there descended trom. his breast, 
a golden cross attached to a violet-oolored ribbon. With 
his left hånd he held a shield of small dimensions, and 
which seemed as if it were more intended ^ vgl %s^3l<^<^ 
of luzui7 than defenæ: on a field of ^\aVA> ^^x^vc^^^t- 
woren tbese two devioes, the one in "^t«iio\i,^2!a» o>QaRSt>!a. 
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Latin : the first said " V humilité m'a exalté : the seoond 
** Ditat seryata fides." His haughty couatenanoe led you 
to guess what speoies of humility it was whioh had exalt- 
ed him to his present high rank, and perhaps it was of the 
same kind as that, which in our times, causes those oour- 
tiers to bow the loins and head, whose very vitals are 
gnawed night and day by the worm of ambition. Another 
kind of personage held, after Brissonnetto, the first post 
by the side of the monarch, and his proximity although it 
did not honor, did not apparently shame the fevourite 
minister. He was one of those unfortunate beings, who, 
on attaining the age of seven or eight years, are oruelly 
doomed by nature never to exceed the height of one foot 
and some inches; in short he was the king's dwarf, a 
personage then of some importance. He was mounted on 
a small horse, I know not whether of the Sardinian or 
Dalmatian breed, but it was necessary that the steed 
should be adapted to the shortness of its rider's legs, to 
enable him to clasp the sides with his knees. He was clad 
in a small doublet of yellow silk ; his head was covered 
with a little square dark red cap, extremely low in the 
crown and apparently made on purpose not to increase 
his stature by a single inch. Feeping from his side was 
a short rapier and a hunting horn, not unlike those used 
by the swine herds in Germany to recall at evening thelr 
bristly charge home to their stables, as for the rest he 
had two small eyes round and brilliant as the stars in a 
serene summer*s night : he was tolerably well made in 
spite of his minute stature, agile as a monkey, and lively 
as a Frenchman. 

These were the three principal personages who divided 

the attention of the crowd. The prince's retinue consisted, 

as I have said before, of two hundred horsemen, armed at 

*l/poiata, and disphiyinga, degree of l\ix\icy yrYaOoLrnXiVui^^ 



4ayi» mi^t be deemed exoeasive. White plnmes waved 
oyer their well-polished helmøto, but it was observable 
tbat not one had his vizor raised as in times of peace. All 
bad their lances flxed to their bips, and this posture was 
believed by tbeFlorentines^tobe either aparticular custom, 
or the fasbion of tbat nation, or the effects of courtesy : but 
it will be seen hereafter tbat the aet was instead a token 
of pretension and dominion. On their side the Floren- 
tines would not do less than reoeiye worthily a monaroh 
who, under the semblanoe of friendship, confided himself 
with a weak esoort to the loyalty of the Italians, and 
seemed as if be wisbed to propose tenns, not those of a 
baughty victor, but just, moderate, and inoffensive. 
Henoe they adomed the balconies with rich tapestry, and 
raised triumphal arohes painted with emblems, and devi- 
ees relative to the event. The gates were opened amicably, 
two files of soldiers lined the street tbat leads to the pal- 
aoe of the magistraoy ; and scaroely had the French prinoe 
■et foot in the dty, ere douds of flowers, although it was 
thebeginning of winter, were showered from the windows 
over the brave oavaliers of Franoe. 

Such was the exterior order of tbings; but secretly 
other arrangements had been fixed upon. The French 
soldiers were to rush impetuously into the olty and put 
all to the sword at a preooncerted signaL 

On their side, the Florentines were to use every weapon 
ttnd every' means to drive away or to destroy the enemy 
when the great bell of the Duomo should sound to combat. 

About a hundred steps from the dty, within the enclo- 
fure of the walls, along the superb course of the Borgo d' 
Ognisanti, awaiting the monaroh of Franoe, were those 
magistrates, who exercisedthe supreme power, «s\siVQ5^ 
moved fom^Eurd to meet him as soon aa 'hft «g^^«K£^ ^\i^ 
limø bejrond all iizuigmataon was the syooiU^«^ vc^fUKSfi^A^ 
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by their procession. Charles himself, although aoeua- 
tomed to the pomp of a gay court, was greatly struck 
by it. They wore the richest robes of black yelvet, lined 
with white satin, and trimmed with ermine from their 
necks and shoulders, hung as a kind of stole, precious 
white fUrs which set off these noble garments. But above 
all, the imposing mi^esty of their faces, their long hoary 
beards, their white hair, flowing in ringletsover their shoul- 
ders, inspired even their enemies with respect. Behind 
them were the Florentine youths, not attired in gay ar- 
mour, but bristling all over with steel, riding well- 
managed horses, their ohests covered with brown armour, 
their shoulders with round shi^ds; and gUttering swords 
in their hånds, which were covered with gauntlets. The 
paladine habit enriched with device^ and ornaments began 
then to be in yogue in Italy, after tha example of the 
Spaniards and Arragonese who ruled Naples. As the two 
retinues met, the king of France dismounted from his 
horse and being received by the magistrates, proceeded in 
the midst of tkem to the palace of the magistracy. The 
oavaliers of both nations, cautiously lowered the points of 
their swords and lanoes, and ming^g amicably followed 
the proud array. 



Chapter IV. 

The magnificence is not to be described which retidered 
most imposing the hall, in which the affairs of the republio 
were debated, and which on that day received the young 
monarch of Franoe. We shall omit speaking of the rich* 
ness of the hangings, &o., and of the elegance and rarity of 
the ornaments. The Italians in those times, more than in 
our own^ were masters of all the fine arts: henoe a display 
of the most exquisite luxury appeared in every thing, 
even in articles of the least importance. We will not 
here dwell on the marbles, or the alabasters, or the crim- 
8on velret carpets, since the place did not derive its 
air of imposing majesiy from these. An almost religions 
respect was inspired by the statues of the defenders 
of that warlike republic, which, to the encouragement 
of their cotemporaries, and as a memorial to posterity, 
fiurrounded these angust walls. 

The suspicious {rølicy of Louis XI. had induced this sov- 
ereign to use every effort to bring up his own son in 
obscurity and ignorance, even to limiting himself to teach- 
ing him this maxim ; alone little worthy of a monarch of 
I*rance; "Féign and you shall reign." This beui%tA\Sk 
case, the impresaon was entirely lost, w\m^ Vti\e»^ TSi^i^Ki.«^ 
menÉs;, and theymight reasonably be oaXVedi \Jafe -^.tA^^^ 
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the republio of Florence, might have made on the young 
king, had he been less ignorant of the history of Italy. 
Wherefore, scarcely was he seated on the coshioned ourule 
ohair, which had been prepared for him t>n the platform, 
in the midst of those of the magistrates, ere be cast his 
eyes around ; and he did not honor with his first looks, 
those speaking marbles, but truly the ladies, wlio, from 
the galleries, showed off their charms and their most mag- 
nificent apparel. Since the Duke d'AiBne had ezercised a 
bhort and mad tyranny in Franoe, the women had aban- 
doned their ancient garments, and exhibited themselves 
arrayed in superb petticoats, richlyembroidered, or woven 
in gold and silver. The preference of the French 
monarch did sot escape either the magistrates or the 
ladies. The first saw, with a certain wonder mingled 
with disdain, that those monuments, formod to excite en- 
thusiasm in an Italian breast, were only oold and mute 
marbles to him, whose mind they so eagerly desired to in- 
spire with respect ; and the second remarked, with pride 
and delight, that French gallantry was not less than had 
been heralded by fame. Neither was it the eye of the 
sovereign alone which wandered over these galleries, with 
a complacenoy he did not seek to concesd ; but even those 
of his suite, induding the dwarf, moved slowly around as 
if selecUng the queen of beauty, at whose feet to lay the 
crown of myrtle, as at a toumament. 

Without awaiting sign or permission from the Idng, 
the chief magistrate sat down; but the warriors stood. 
Then the oldest of the former rose, advanced two steps to 
meet the monarch, extending his right band and slightly 
bowing his head, said— 

" Monarch of Franoe, you have entered on a path, 

vrhich you hélwve will lead to glory ; nor is it permitted 

«^ ^ tellyou whether you are deceiveA. ox tisA. Va. ^wss 
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ohoiæ; doubUess you must have well-oon sidered the 
enterprise before you undertook it ; aod your aim must 
be^ not ^tbe augmentation of your own power,^ but that 
of means to render your people happy. The republio of 
FJorence desire to keep the striotest neutrality. Henoe, 
ere your arms proceed further over our territohes, (which 
contrary to all the rights of nations you have begun 
already to treat in a hostile manner,) be pleased to tell ua 
if it be your intention from henceforth to respect our pos- 
sessions, and whether you wish to be looked upon aa 
a firiend or an enemy ? But mark, the republio ol 
Florence annuls those conditions, consented to by a weak 
prinoe. We do not provoke your arms— we do not despise 
them ; on the] contrary we wish to make a peaoeful oon- 
tract with you ; but we are ready to fight, if it please you 
to impose on us terms which are dishonorabW 

He oeased— inclined his head with dignity— folded hia 
arms again over his breast and sat down. None of the 
bystanders gave audible signs either of applause or repro- 
bation ; but the hearts of the Italians palpitated with joy, 
and more than one Frenoh warrior bit his Up in scom. 
The prince alone seemed imperturbable ; and,without 
lising or giving any sign of uneasiness, he r^lied "If I 
lead my warriors to the oonquest ol Ni^les, I am instigated 
by no ambitions views. I go to reolaim that which be- 
longs to me. The rights of the prinoes of Aujou to thi» 
crown, in order to be legitimated, have only to be main- 
tained at the pdnt of the sword. These rights were 
legally transmitt«d to me. 1 do not make war on Flo- 
rence, nor on Lucca, nor with Sforza, mxr with Alexander ; 
but I must find a way to avail myself of my rights, and 
the means of fSacilitating the viotory to m^ «xm^. 
Although I might deem the compaotB aii<i ooTi<c«ejSi<^'Ci^ ^^ 
Peksr de Medim irre vocable, yet niy \Lm<9l!^ l<tt^to% ^^ 
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not refiiøe to renew them with you. My minister-^seere- 
tary will inform you of what I require." Having spoken 
thus he made a sign, and William Brissonnetto drew 
from the folds of his mantle a paper, and prepared himself 
to read. Meanwlule, in the minds of the spectators of the 
two parties, oontrary inclinations arose. The bold elocu- 
tion of the old Italian awoke all the republican pride and 
deeply stun^r (although he dissembled), the monarch of 
Franoe, his ministers, and warriors ; and the vague and 
little oomplimentary answer of the king, gave it to be un« 
derstood, how tax they were from a specific accordanoe. 
Brissonnetto who, like a sagacious minister, had foreseen 
that the prooeedings could not terminate amicably, would 
have wished to take time and procrastinate ; but fVom the 
perfect silence of this august assembly, he perceived that 
the least delay was impossible, and therefore, although 
unwillingly, he unfolded the paper and read. " The august 
Idhg of France, Charles VIII., declares himself protector 
of the republio of Florence. Her territory shall be invio- 
late and preserved from the licence of a conqumng army. 

" The Florentines, on their side, shall receive and honor, 
as head (^ the Bepublic, Peter de Medicis.'' 

"They shall pay to the king of France, under the title 
of subsidy, 600,000 crowns." 

" They shall not oppose, in any way, the free passage of 
the Frenoh troops." 

** The oommand of the city and fortresses shall oontinue 
in the hånds of the Frenoh until circumstances permit 
their restitution." 

" Lastly, there shall remain in Florence a certain num- 
ber of long-robed ambassaders." 

Scarcely had the minister finished the last words, when 
J^eiiør Cappom, one of the four commissioners appointed 
to examine thia treaty, impetuous\y atose, aiu^ %\ia^«3cccB% 



it from the bands of the former, tore it in the very face of 
tbe monarch and oourageously replied — 

** If these be your ultimate oonflitions, sally forth, let 
your trampets sound— our bells shall ring." 

At these words a wbispering was heard— a murmuring 
of rage, of ire, and contempt on one side, mingled with 
loud acclamations on that of the Italian warriors. Hånds 
flew impetuously to hilts, and hundreds of swords were 
unsheathed in a moment. The king himself, urged by an 
involuntary movement, laid his band on his own weapon 
but could not draw it, beoause the magistratee l^rew 
themselves as a guard before him, interposed amidst the 
raging warriors, and without giving a sign of fear. 

The oldest cried ''stop, for heaven's sake, stop^-^is is 
not a place of combat — return those swords to their 
scabbards— you may draw them in the adjaænt fieids— 
Frenchmen, confide in us ! Ye warriors of Italy, re^pect 
and defend those who confide in your integrity— Ye are 
moved to rage by dishonorable terms, but not ibr this 
should faith be betrayed. Charles, you see that the gener- 
ous ire depioted on the faces of i^, shows that you will 
sooner bury us under the ruins of our country, than sub« 
ject us to opprobrious conditions. Tou will not take with 
you your army unscathed to the conquest of Naples, if 
you persist in exacting them ; change your resolution ; 
do not leave at your back a martial people, whom you 
may, perhaps for a moment subdue, but oan neither 
whoUy vanquish nor destroy." 

During the short duration of this eloquent speech, 
wrath and disdain had subsided in the mind of the French 
king, and were succeeded by more peaceful thoughts. 
Whether he feared urging on to the last ei.tt«i£^i^^ 
haughty jpeople suioustomed to arms auå. m<dL!^^\A«ci«^,\ 
ar be admirød tbø heroio Yirtue, ibiAi h^m^ «i:tKMe^ 



itself to almost certain slaughter, to defend its own rightff 
and its own glory : the faet was, that he quelled thø 
tumult with his band, and that more Mendly words were 
interchanged. The courageous magistrate, Peter Capponi, 
(who had left th& hall a few minutes before, haughtily 
traversing it beedless of the ch9 £ng of the Erench warri- 
ors) was reoalled and a more considerate treaty opened. 

One of the most difficult points to arrange, was the pre- 
text of right which Charles adduced over the dominion of 
the city, through himself and his horse having entered it 
armed, and with the lances of his foUowers in rest, as we 
above related. But the Florentines replied that his being 
admitted in this mode without opposition was the effeot 
of surprise, not of consent. That had they conceived the 
idea of its being a pretext for the right of dominion he 
would have paid dearly for his progress. That it was degra- 
ding to a king of France thus to take advanta^e of isno- 
ranoe and oonvert it into a weapon of oontest. Another 
difficult point to be settled was that of having in Florence 
his long>robed ambassaders, who, had they been accepted,. 
might afberwards acoording to the Frenchlaws,have caused 
Charles to make no small pretensions. Finally it was 
agreed to the satisfaction of all that, Peter de Medicis 
should be banished ; that the sum under the title of sub- 
sidy should be reduced to one hundred thousand crowns,. 
and that Florence should remain neutral until the enter- 
prise against Naples was brought to a conclusion. 

All these rather great concessions were made by Charles 
with the air of a man who yields more from the desire of 
saving bloodshed, than through fear of being constrained 
by force ; hence he issued from this palaco with the same 
imposing majesty that had accompanied him wben he 
eniereå it; and he seemed persuaded that his glory was 
^ no degree leeaeneå b/this aet of conde^ii&Voi^i. 1\>\^ 



36 

«røtain that he gave proof of the greatest prudenæ and 
dominion over his own passions in this instanoe ; since he 
might, perhaps, have obtained, for the moment, harder 
tx>nditions ; but, on the other hånd, he would doubtless 
have ruined the enterprise against Naples, because he 
could not have consummated the slaughter of the Floreu- 
tines without a heavy loss to his own army. Several 
things struok the monarch in again passing the city, things 
which had esoaped his eye the first time. The palace of 
Peter de Medicis was overthrown from its foundations, 
and a monument of infamy had been raised fh)m its ruins. 
Every instant he saw in the streets, or comers of the 
piazzas, suspended and jutting out^ fbur, live, and even 
more, iron rings, linked together. These were portions 
of a long chain, which, according to historians, had 
once crossed the entrance to the port of Pisa, in order to 
hnpede the ingress of theshipsof the Florentines, with 
whom the inhabitants were at war ; and this obstacle being 
broken through by the Florentine vessels, they had earried 
the ohain into this city as a trophy of victory. This trophy 
in 1362, was hung, first to the columns of the cathedral, and 
afterwards the rings were distributed amongst those who 
had contributed to the victory : the greater or less number 
of rings, proclaimed the degree of valor shown by those, 
either of a particular quarter of the city, or by a family, or 
even by a single individual. There were lumging at the 
gates of certain palaces, banners of different oolors, tattered 
by time and the inclemency of the seasons; and these were 
80 many tokens of honor granted by the republic to the 
free companies who fought in her fkvor. Some represented 
the red cross of the repubUc of Qenoa ; others, the lion of 
Yenioe; and some the crescent of Constantkv.Q^\<&. ^^)d:s>& 
instead of ribbens and oordons, tokens ofhoiiOT rn^Nn ^sk^, 
// HTufcustomary to bang at the gates ot wucfiastoft^^c^^«* 



taken from the enemy. These and other thingøwere 
remarked by the king of France,during the short interval 
of his passage from the paJace of the magistracy to that 
destined for his lodgings. No further aet of hostility dis- 
turbed the brief sojoum of Charles in Florence; he 
remained there one more day, and then with his army 
proæeded on his way to Napleø. 



Chaptea V. 

Before prooeeding further we must re-oonduot before the 
soene the two oavaliers, who having with difficulty fireed 
themselves &om the oourteous impreoKtioni of the millar 
of San Gkrmano, prooeeded at full gallop towards the oity 
which was to be the theatre of sanguinaiy deeds. It will 
not be unpleasant to our readers to beoome more inti-* 
mately acquaintedwith them, sinoe they will both be oon«* 
Bpicnous characters in this history, and it behoves us as 
narrators, to interest, as muoh as possible, in their favcr» 
all who read these pages. 

Prince Frederio of Arragon> after the fhiitless attempt 

to surprise Genca, having sent back a part of his gaUeons 

to Naples, cast anohor in the port of Leghom, as we have 

already seen in the first chapter ; the events of the war 

differed from the plan which had been sketched oui in 

the cabinet, circumstanoes requiring a different oourse of 

action ; and fumished with full powers as he was, he de- 

termined on remitting the command of the fleet to a vioe^ 

admiral, and on landing and traversing Tuscany inoognito; 

not so muoh for the purpose of observing the spirit and force 

of the enemy, and the disposition of the people, mingled 

amongst whom, king Charles must nece8sarily*makAb2i& 

way, as to raise against the monaio\i i^Yi«d\sX vgdz^ja^*' 

meais^ of wbiob we ahaH speak ia du.« Utq&» "Qa ^^s^ *^^ 
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elder of our two travellers ; and firom what we have be- 
fore related, the reason will be understood of the want of 
harmony in his equipments, which we remarked a little 
while ago. 

Without being an admiral of the first order, he had yet 
sufiQcient knowledge, and could direct with honor the ex- 
pedition confided to him: his character was however, truly 
singular. a mixture of apparently opposite qualities caused 
the public opinion to vary somewhat conceming him, 
since he was judged rather superficially, and acoording to 
the observations of those who were guided by these 
marked conlrarieties. Bather serious and reflective by . 
nature, he was occasionally vivacious and spirited beyond 
measure; accustomed to the luxuries prooured by riohes, 
and the privations of war, he went willingly to a splendid 
dinner one day, and oontented himself the next with ship 
biscuits : thus, on the same principle, or, to speak more 
properly with thesamehabit,he couldsleep as sweetlyon the 
deck of his vessel as on the sofbest bed of down. One of his 
most characteristic traits, and that which did him more 
honor than any other, was a faith so constant in friend- 
ship, that for it he had exposed himself a thousand times 
to the most imminent penis. 

His young companion belonged to one of the most dis- 
tinguished families in Italy, that of the Trivulzi • His 
father, one of the most zealous defenders of the interests 
of the Arragonese princes, (and we shall soon introduce 
him) was brother to the celebrated Marshal Gian Giaco- 
mo, who, after having served with so much ardour, tirst 
Charles VII.,then Louis XII., and lastly Francisl., had the 
mortification to find himself, at the age of eighty, rewarded 
with the contempt of that prinoe— a contempt which 
brou^ht him to the tomb, although efforts were made to 
Jndiice him to forget it, when the oalummea caxci\3i\»XftdL\>i 



ooart intrigues had given plaoe to truih and innooenoe* 
The young Hannibal Trivulzio was oi^^^tain ofa regiment 
of Halberdiera put on board the fleet with the intention 
of disembarking them in case the project of getting pos* 
session of Liguria should prove suoæssfuL ThiB officer 
uvas as handsome as Binaldo, and no less brave; so that of 
his valor, courage, firankness, and loyalty, there was but 
one opinion, and he might be termed like Bayard " Le 
Chevalier Sans Peur." He was singularly beloved by 
prinoe Frederic, so that he wished to have him as a 
companion when he quitted Naples ; and as circumstances 
obliged him to send back his large ships^ he begged the 
youth to foUow him by land till a time should arrive at 
which they might separate with some advantage to the 
cause they defended. 

Althoughthe young man loved the perils of war as boys 
love their sports, yet, on this occasion, he had obeyed the 
prince with aoertain reluotance, and would have preferred 
remaining with his father at the guard of the capitaL But 
whoever enrols himself under the banners of Mars, must 
ever sacrifice his own will, and his own a£Eections to the 
oaprices of that fUrious god. A secret melancholy aocom- 
panied Hannibal in this joumey. Need we say of what 
kind was the passion which reigned over his soul ? 

At the age of twenty-four the only one which can tor- 
ment a well-diBi)osed heart is that of love. 

It wanted soarcely two hours to the entry of the French 
monarch when our warriors rode into Florence. From 
the disposition of things observable in several of the prin- 
cipal points of the city, they judged that the miller of 
Sangermano might be right as to the issue of these oonfer- 
ences, and they mingled with warriors of thft t^x)^^^ 
dispofled to taka part in the dangers ot t\iQ ^i . ^^!^<e^l 
wwvJiowørerjUMlasåed with the mode va YiXiv^'OoLft ^éa«- 
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Iwtes were settled, althoughthe ooTenants and oonditioxis 
aooepted by this republio were honorable, and yielded to, 
by her, in order to avoid all the evils which war inevita* 
bly bringe witb it, particularly in tbose plaoes whioh are its 
theatre. ''The flrst and one of the greatest stumbling 
øiooks that oould have been interposed amongst the feet 
of our enemies," said prince Frederic to his young oom- 
panion, "has been flung aside by a single kick; too well 
do I perceive that their oourse to Naples will proye bat 
an easy task." 

**If my inexperienoe,** replied Trivulzio, "may be per- 
mitted to give an opinion, I would observe that under these 
oircumstanoes, the most difficult point for the Erenoh will 
not be that of galning possessiom of your kingdom.'' 

*' I understand you, my young friend, but these are di»- 

tensions we have not time to examine. We are warriors ; 

our duty is to oarry arms^but time presses. It is neces- 

sary that we shoidd separate some time before the day 

flzed upon for us. Hasten on towards Naples, in this 

packet, are your instructions ; open it as socm as you 

have rejoined my nephew's army ; make use of those in« 

tended for you, and remit the others acoording to their 

directions; I recommend to you diligence and secresy. 

Adieu, my young friend, I hope that we shall soon meet 

again, and, perhaps, under less disastrous circumstanoes. 

Tell your father— Zounds! Ludovioo Trivulzio! (Oh! that 

we had ten like him, but it is useless now to ohange orders 

already given,besides the post which he is to maintain is one 

oQthemost important,)remind your fother— but he doesnot 

need reminding, I am certain he will defendhimself like a 

Uon, and not give up the fortress until he has thrown the 

very cannons themselves aiter the enemy. Adieu ! 

nejrøatb, altbough be oould notooiitiaui\^aQai^ts>T 
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jof, st the sudden rwolution taken by the prinoe to send 
hhn to Naples, yet felt a pang at parting from the latter, 
which doubtiess proceeded from a sinoere attachment to 
his person. He was worthy of affection, not so mach from 
the kind of forgetfUlness of his high birth, by which he 
knew how to plaoe himself on a level with all, (a oircum- 
stane which oontributed in no small degree to gaining him 
the hearts of the subaltems,) as beoause this prinoe really 
possessed all the qualities of an amiable man. The young 
Trivulzio took the packet of papers with one hånd and 
with the other pressed that which the prinoe extended to 
him ; then feeling a tear ftdl from his eyes, he oovered his 
fiuse with his viaor, vaulted into his sad^e and set off. 
The prinoe remained for some time gazing after him, 
affected doubtless by the tear, which in spite of the youth's 
eagemess to oonceal it, he peroeived, and he shook his 
head, as if to say, " who knows if eyer we shall meet again ?" 
There was on that day in Florenoe, a tumult which can 
be ill eonceiyed by those who have never found themselves 
in a dty agitated by different popular fiictions. At this 
time that of the too famous Friar Girolamo Savonurola, 
a Dominiean, who, by his boldness of thought, integrity of 
life, and his dootrine, (wonderful in those times) had suo- 
oeeded in gaining that asoendancy which is often aoquired 
by certain individuals through mihtary valor or patriot- 
ism, and who undertake by it to bring things quickly to a 
crisis. A man of an energetic and vehement character, 
endowed with great and popular eloquenoe; he knew 
how to mingle the strong outbursts of the prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures with the fiery flights of Demosthenes, and 
he had, by this means, gained the reputation of a saored 
prophet and a repubUcan orator. He ^«& ^gm\^^ ^^^sk« 
tained \)ypuhUo opinion, sinoe alread^ tYioaft tMd&'H^^sc^ 
gomtiatbe laiiHiv of tiie Italians, ifbi<d^, %!^%\(i«iE^ai}^ 
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through the influence of the oelebrated Martin Lnther, 
increasad to such a degree, as to separate fh>m the bosom 
of the Roman Catholic Church, first a portion of Germany 
and France, and then almost the whole of England. With 
howmuch andwhat severity Savonarola is judged, we 
leave to be told by historians, and we will say oi" him alone 
as much as is necessarily conneoted with our tale in its 
progress. The favorers of this monk used every effort to 
gain proselytes to their party. Wamors and monks, rich 
men and poor, leamed and ignorant^were all beoome in- 
cited to support with their whole strength, the opinions of 
the Dominican, as if to win a course of this kind it suffiæd 
to teach the people some few wordo, of which very often 
they did not understand the meaning. 

While prinoe Frederic traversed the piazza of the pub- 
lic palace, to repair to the prinoe De , with whom 

he had to transact certain political negociations, he came 
upon the newly orowned orator, who, surrounded by an 
immense crowd, was pouring forth his democratio oration. 
The race of Medici banished, against whom, perhaps, 
he inveighed with too much fury, he tried to persuade 
the people that it was necessary the state should be 
re-organized, by introducing into it a certain system of 
broad democratic, and also semi-theocratic rule. The hab- 
its of the prinoe and especially his having been so much at 
sea^ by which he was ignorant of how much importance 
the influence of this head of a party might prove, caused 
him scarcely to heed the cry of the multitude who were 
making a wild tumult around. Neither would he have 
spoken more on the subject in Florence, if by chance he 
had not met in the house of the prince De ' ' , with 

a certain plump and corpulent individual, who, by his 
bJaok gowjij square oap, and the large cameo which 
^oraed JuB littiø anger, might be leoogina^ «a «b di^sR^'s^!^ 
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of Escnlapius; sinoe (and the reminder is useless) thus 

equipped, the dootors of medioine went from house to 

house visiting their patients, oarrying with them this im- 

posing insignia enough of itself to drive away a host of dis-* 

eases. This personage, inasmuoh as we shall meet with 

him again, at a later i)eriod, deserves a few strokes of the 

pencil, and we likewise deem it not in- apropos to insert 

here a fragment of his oonversation, if only to give an idea 

of the genius of the age which favored in monks and in 

Citizens, a whimsioal variety of manners, wherehy each 

retained and preserved a shade of those tints, more par- 

tioularly characteristic of the two classes. Dr. Sangioveto, 

the person ahove alluded to, helonged to a distinguished 

family of Bologna, which in the Arequent revolutions of 

Italy lost a great part of its wealth, and all the influence 

it possessed in the country. Even from the most melan- 

choly events benefits may be derived, and our doctor's 

father, the head of a numerous family, had grown wise by 

his misfortunes, and instead of pretending as too many 

did in those times, to draw from the setting sun all the 

light that it shed in its f ull meridian, contented himself 

with collecting its dying rays, in order not to fall into 

ppmplete obsouril^. Of the three sons which he had, he 

launched one in the oareer of arms, saying to him, "'go, by 

this path you may gain the golden spurs," a princely dis - 

tinotion ; the other he covered with a mantle of the finest 

White wool, reminding him that the humblest brother 

may asplre to the Boman purpie, and he-sent the third to 

study the scienoe of medicine, although the latter rather 

shunned the professsion, persuading him that the chief 

point was to obtain the cap and doctoral ring, and these 

would be easily aoquired through his family x^aioi«^, «& \L 

by that the scienoe itælf was honored. " "Sov J* «k^'1^^ 

£»i^er to Jum, "ease of maaner, f aoiliby ol By^esS^ «^^ ^ 
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féw remedies will make your way in the world— follow in 
the steps of your elde^t brother the Dominican, and for you 
likewise the gates of fortune will be opened. But the poor 
dootor was not bom for this profession— he found himself 
in the world, like a pieoe of oork upon the ocean, that is 
to say, without any other quality than that of foUowing 
in everything, and in their slightest impulses the oaprioes 
of the winds and the waves. At hest he oontrived to re- 
main like a lily on the surfaoe of the water, tossed arbout 
in a thousand ways, and ever near being engulphed in 
these times of oontinual tempest. This suppleness of 
mind had conoiliated for him the favor of some rich peo- 
pie, and through these and the help of his eldest brother, 
who, in the monastery of St Mark, eujoyed a good repu- 
tation in Florence, he sucoeeeded in being appointed phy- 
sician to that monastery, with a considerable salary. In 
this post he would have believed himself seated among the 
gods had he lived in other times. He generally dined in 
the monastery, though not quite in aooordance with the 
rules of the order, and then having nothing to do and no 
tastes of any kind, either to embellish or trouble life, he 
made an idol of his stomach ; all his happiness consisted 
in good living, and the greatest misfortune that oould 
happen, was not to find a most ezquisite dinner prepared 
for him. If it were served one moment beyond tho 
usual time, woe to the cook ; woe to him also if the soup 
were not dressed to perfection, orifa joint of meatre« 
æived one grain of salt too muoh. The man might be sure 
of reoeiving a reproof more severe than that given to the 
apothecary, who had negleoted to make up a presoription 
properly, With these dispositions it is very easy to be« 
lieve that he neither took part with Sayonarola, nor with 
his emmnes; but^ in the houses of the principal Citizens of 
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oaressed, not so muoh for his birth as for his kind and 
^heerful manners ; every time that Savonarola and hia 
manæuvres were spoken of, he sighed from the depths of 
his heart. Seated at table, near the Arragoneee warrior, 
he never oeased while eating, deploring the kind of ver« 
tigo which had taken possession of one olass of persons, 
and he deplored it with the greater grief, in consequenoe 
of this malignant infiuence haTing eztended tothe super- 
intendant of the kitchen, and the cantineer. "These, after 
all," said Don Prederio in a tone which he had not the 
courage to render ironic, ** these are not grievanoes to be 
60 bitterly bewailed. Have I not lived upon ship biscuit 
for forty days, hard as the very wood of the vessel ? I did 
not die in consequenoe ; on the contrary it so strengthed 
my stomach, that I could digest a bomb afterwards.'' 

"Ah ! my good and noble Mend," replied Dr. Sangioveto, 
who had begun quickly to address him by this cordial 
appellation, "this is a particular favour which heaven haa 
oonferred on you, but if you knew the cholic, to which 
I am sometimes subject, you would deplore with me these 
fatal innovations, of which it is almost always the result. 
Por the welfare of their country, all good Citizens ought 
to make some sacrifices." 

''I perceive from the smile that acoompanies your 
words, that you are in jest. Ah ! of what use to the coun- 
try can the fasts and bad digestions of Dr. Sangioveto 
prove?" 

" I do not in truth see any necessity for them, neverthe- 
less, if to guide in safety the bark of St. Peter beaten upon 
the rocks by the force of the winds or the inexperience of 
the pilot, your head should in some degree neglect the 
superintendance of the kitchen." 

** In some åegree, this is an adverb o! iXMAewJaxsuN ^<sv^. 
sbonld 8&y en^rely, ifyou are accustomedto wc^t^aaiwjx- 

7 
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seif with precisioH. This is so true, that a fbrtnight bas 
pøssed since I dined in this monastery, and I find myself 
Teiy well. Setting aside the bumed pies, firicasses witbout 
salt, wasted joints under done, and similar disagreeables ; 
what discourse tbere is at table ! This one speaks of 
alcbemy, tbat of necromancy, a third of astrology, a fourth 
of propbecy and, away, away, witb all these foolisb dis- 
quisitions. One repeats all the verses from the Holy 
Soriptures, and seeks I know not what applioations for 
them; another relates the quarrels with the Franoiscans ; 
this one boasts of being secret ambassader to Maximillian ; 
that one— but what a tissue of noasense for the ears of a 
physician, at least if I fonnd them dodle to my presorip- 
tions, I would diet them for three days, and who knows if 
I might not sucoeed in taming them down. In faot^ pity 
me, my good and noble lord— -pity me, for I am worthy of 
oompaesion, providod that your compas^on does not in- 
jure your appetite. Cheer up, my lord ! see ou7 generous 
host has favored us with an excellent partridge. Let us 
divide it and aftorwards we will wash it down with a glass 
of the best Montepulciano to his health." 

In this discourse) in which more or less the Prince De 
's guests had taken part, the day past, I>on Fred- 
eric after having settled those measures which were more 
appropriate to his mission, parted with some regret f^om 
Br. Sangioveto to whom he promised an affectionate re- 
membrance. The next morning he took leave early, pro- 
ceeding on his road to Venice, and foUowed alone by his 
faithful squire, Kinaldo, an excellent youth with simple 
manners, and who in his mania for making comparisons, 
might haye vied with the good Sancho Panzo, if compari- 
sons had been provcrbs. 



Chaptes VI. 



It WBS a damp and wintry mominit, and the sun tried 
in vain to disp^ the thiok douds, altiiough it suooeeded 
Bometimes in breaking through them; gilding then the 
bigfaest tops of the superb hill, which surrounds the beau- 
tiful city of Flora. Although the yan-guard of Charles^ 
army was to pass that way, and a nunoar prevailed thai 
its march was to be pacific, a murmur passed round littW 
lesB than hostile. The oourageous aot of the magistrats 
Capponi had awakened an enthusiasm, which if it had 
been put in action, vrås capable of produdng great results ; 
but as the desire of sparing blood had prevailed, each one 
oontented hiioaiself with keeping on the defensiye, and rea-^ 
soned aocording to his own view of what had been done 
and what remained to do. Besides, although Oharles had 
seemed to yield to moderate terms, more through consid- 
eration than fear, yet the greater part of the Florentines 
(those chiefly who judged things superficially,) belieyed 
tnat this soene had excited no small degree of fear in the 
heart of the young monarch; and the arrangements which 
were proceeding by degrees on every side, were all of a 
nature to show the French that they would have to ad> 
vanoe through an enemy's country. On the TO«ji\!tw«t^ft^ 
by Bod Fredeiic, wbicb was not the same \«kfcTk\3rj ^^ 
Frenob, tbe tumult lessened in proportion »& Vie x^oio^'^ 



48 

from Florence. The prince meanwhile kept revoMng in 
his mind the things he had seen, and his predominating 
thonght was of thsit Savonarola, whose projects always 
wrapped in dark clouds, held Florence divided, some look- 
ing upon him as a fanatical impostor ; others, (and pos- 
terity accords in opinion with these latter,) believing him 
to be a sincere man, and strongly moved to indignation by 
the vices of a dissolute pontiflf. Were we not compelled by 
the wish to come as qulckly as possible to the principal link 
in the chain of this historical narrative, and to present in 
front of the picture those figures for which till now we 
have been painting the back-ground, we might here 
foUow our traveller in his course, and i>erhaps the reader 
might find some pleasure in the adventures that befel 
him, sometimes serious, but more frequently of a comio 
nature. Not, however, to diverge too much from our 
purpose, we deem it less incongruous to take a flying leap 
from Florence to Padua, than to tose ourselves in nar- 
rations which are not properly connected with the events 
we have undertaken to relate, 

The prince was not many miles from Fadua^ when sur- 
prised by a very heavy rain, he was obliged to stop for 
Bome hours In a sorry hut ; leaving this ere the weather 
had oleared up entirely, they found the roads very diffi- 
oult to pass in those lands; as they began to partake 
of the nature of the marshes, which at that time, more 
than in our own days, surrounded the tract of land 
which divides Padua from Venice. They were overtaken 
by night at a certain distance from Moncelici, a small 
town a few miles distant from Padua, and Don Frederic's 
horse having cast his shoe, they were forced to stop, and 
seek the means of passing, as well as they could, what 
threateneå to he not the quietest of nights. From behin^T 
^^ dark eJouds the moon shone out occaa\oix92!\^,«QL^<!^\a 
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travellers sought in yain by Its light for some plaoe of 
shelter near, when a youth of about thirteen, who was 
waiking with incredible swifbness, although the ground 
was yery slippery, passed close by them ; he was very 111 
clad, that is, he had on merely a pair of drawers and a 
shirt, which, had it not taken a oertain form from the limbs 
it enclosed, would have been diffioalt to reoognise for that 
garment. His legs were bare and his feet shod with a 
pair of sandals, made out of skins ; he held moreover in 
his hånds two thick shoes with wooden soles, intended per- 
haps to proteot his sUpi>ers in many piaces. He had on 
his head a oap of scarlet doth in a better oondition than 
well harmonized with his other habiliments. His right 
arm was passed through the handle of a small rush basket 
of a particular form and make ; and this was oovered with 
a Yery clean though ragged cloth. The manner in which 
he carried it and the care which he took to keep it at a 
little distance from his side, showed that it contained 
something he was anxious not to spoil. So poor an exterior 
would have sheltered the lad from the curiosityof thieves, 
but the suppleness of his limbs and a oertain indescriba- 
ble something, shed over his whole person, might merit 
more attention than is usually bestowed by the rich on 
the poor. These drcumstances, but more than all the 
need our travellers had of succour and advice, made them 
try to stop the boy, that they might gain some intelligence 
as to the nearest house. Einaldo unceremoniously barred 
the way with his lance and said "stop knave, and tell us 
where we can find a plaoe near, in which to pass the nighf 
The boy at this intimation stopped suddenly, and the 
prinoe after oorreoting the inciviUty of his shield-bearer, 
said, "Would you my good boy like to ettm ^ cstorvn^Vs 
%onducianjr m to your house, if it he neax« ot \» ««aife''«v- 
Jbabjied pJaoe wbere we oui find ni^i^ mmftA niÅo^ tot cwx- 
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The boy listened to the words of Don Frédéric, but 
looked with a certain haughty air at the squire, who oon- 
tinued to impede his way wit^ the Unce. 

The moon shone at this moment with all her splendour 
snd the light falling directly on his faoe, disoovered the 
most beautiful features that EAphaeloould have oonoeived 
for painting an angeL After having hesitated for a mo* 
ment as to what he should do, he replied in Italian, whioh 
was not the most pure, and mixed with certain phrases 
belonging to the Lingua Pranca. " If your speech, my 
lord, had not been more gradous than that of this un- 
civilized clown, I would make you pass the night in the 
neighbouring marsh; nor would your beastfavail you 
^ught," said he tuming to Binaldo, ''sinoe I would lead 
you into such roads as would fix him with you up to the 
neck in mud or putrid water." 

" You would render us a very bad service then, and I 
eannot call to mind any simile suitable to so critical a 
situation," replied Einaldo; but the youth, without 
heeding him, tumed to Don Frederic, and continued. 

" My dwelling is close by. Scarcely will you have 
gained that height, ere you will arrive at the grove where 
my mother lives; if you will follow me you can have 
bread and salt from her, and fresh grass for your nags." 

" Since you live so near, and offer us thus kindly an 
asylum and a supper, although bread and salt be not the 
best food in the world, we will accept your courteous hos- 
pitality, if you will only show us the way ? " 

The boy then proæeded, and keeping to the main road 

for two hundred steps, tumed suddenly to the left hånd, by 

a path somewhat steep and rugged, sheltered by ash trees 

and elms, and interrupted by small water-courses, whiclf 

furrow^ tbem in eywy a&aae of the vrord. 
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The ease with whioh this youth walked, and the rapidity 
of his step, ooniinoed Binaldo that it would hare been 
uøeless to blockade his waj, if he had not chosen to serve 
them as a guide, unless he had oontrived to seize and bind 
him to the neok of his horse, a diffioult thing to aooom- 
plish, and one of dubious issne. 

Alter a qnarter of an hour's walk, a distanee which the 
hoy wonld have traversed in five minutee but fbr the cau- 
tious step of the horses and the obscurity of the plaee, a 
small grove, d^htftilly situated presented itself to their 
eyes. 

Foplars, pines, and larches, were mingled together with- 
out any order, though not devoid of a oertain beauty ; but 
the ground covered with yellow and decaying leaves, and 
the trees almost bare, rendered the plaoe at this season 
somewhat moumful and gloomy. A small day hut com- 
posed of three rooms, stood on the end of a spacious 
plain, backed by four of these isolated trees, and a kind 
of portico, or rather oovering of straw and branches 
jutted out a little on one side, and was supported by two 
small and shorter trees, fashioned into beanuk 

The tiny door was barrioaded by a bar of very strong 
male oak, the extremity of which rested against two of the 
nearest trees, fashioned into beams ; and an iron cfaain 
attaehed to the door and the bar, serred instead of a lock 
or bolt, beoanse this small hut oould not bedosed by 
either, the materials of which it was formed being of too 
pliant a natfure. A hound came to meet them as soon as 
it heard the tread of the horses feet, but it did not bark as 
it immediately reeognized its young master ; on the con- 
trary, without heeding the new guests whom he brought 
with him, the animal cut a thousand oomio OK^tf^ ^x^n^A 
Hie boy, who reoøjyied them with a o\n\dL\!i^ ^iS^<^gG^ ^!^^ 
j'ojr, wbidi greafåjtpktmed th» prinse «då. mo^^ ^^^^^ 
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Binaldo to compare them with Euryalus and Nisus. 

" There, enough good Ami," (siid the youth trying but 
very gently to restraiu the dog*s joy,) " do not jump so 
much, — do not tear my drawers quite to rags,— take hold, 
carry this basket to mama,'' saying which he presented 
him with the handle of the little basket ; Ami quickly 
seized it, evincing great pleasure ^ being able to make 
himself of some use. The boy then finding himself olose 
to the hut, began to sing hastily these words : 
"Van per sterpi per dume, e per sassi, 
Palpltante ed incerte nei passi, 
GU afEanati tremante Yaiator, 
Un fanciullo che scherza e saltella;, 
Li soltragge dall' aspra^ procella 
E richiomate a spém e Yigor.** 
At the olose of the stanza, a small window was opened, 
which had been previously closed by a canvass frame, and 
a Yoice, which whether proceeding from male or female 
was difficult to distinguish, replied : 
"In tali notte, atra e funesta 
Mentre fteme la tempesta 
Che va in Cerca, di un asil ? " 
"It is I, mamma, it is I— strike a light within, for the 
wind will not let it bum if carried outside." And whilehe 
spoke, he unloosened the bar, which fastened the door to 
the beams, and then seizing it, as though it were a small 
stick, with a strength greatly superior to his age, and with 
much dexterity he raised it from the post and the door 
opened of itself. 

During these operations, which did not require 'i ore 

than two or three minutes, the noise of flint and steel was 

heard, and sparks were seen through the window. As 

soon as the boy had opened the door, he found the light 

buraiag. He entered årst and Don 'Fro^etivQ ^\i!c> V^ 
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dismounted from his horse and giv«9t it to the squire, took 
off his helmet, and stooping as low as he ooul(^ followed 
him. A very tall Amazonian looking woman, wrapped in 
a kind of hlack mantle, her hair the blackness of which 
was mixed with grey and which hung about herloose and 
in disorder came forward to meet them with a small lan- 
thorn in her hånd. She raised this, and pushing it at 
arms length towards the warrior with her left hånd, tried 
to cast the little light it shed full upon him; keeping 
herself in obscurity the better to discern his features, If 
thus clad, this woman had been seen within the bounds of 
a churchyard or a church, she would doubtlessly have 
been taken for a ghost, that had issued from the tombs 
to terrify the living. 

"Mamma" (began the youth) "these two warriors were 
in danger of passing the night on the high road: I 
brought them to you that they might be refreshed and 
safe from the fury of the storm, with which we are still 
threatened.'* 

" So may some friendly hånd save and refresh your 
father, if he should be oast by adverse fortune, to the 
fury of the winds or the horrors of a tempestuous night • 
my Lord sit down. Demetrius bring in his comrade; 
and fasten the horses as well as you can, under the little 
shed, the asylum of your father's war oompanion. Ami, 
here, bring the basket. Our week's provisions arrive 
very opportunely. Demetrius what think you of my 
foresight, that streak of white and transparent doud 
which remained so long over our grove this morning, did 
it not indicate that guests were on their way to our cot-> 
tage ? I knew we should require more than usual." 

While she spoke thus, the woman \mxi% \Jftfc «cDSi^ 
Idnthora to a ring åxed in the ceiling, 'ssiViic^i N^^a t^<2»^ "^ 

footabove the stature of Don Predetio, axv9L\iwtf2J&\aJ«««^ 

S 
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the little basket ont oTthe dog*8 moutb, abe drew from it 
bread, a salted tongue and a flask of wine, tbese tbings 
sbe placed on a rougb round table witb tiiree legs, whioh 
was exaetly in the oentre of the room and ander t^e 
light The Prince when aUe to speak, hastened to thank 
her for the hospitality ^e seemed disposed to sbew them 
so oordiaUy, and added, that sbe shoald be gen^ronsly 
remunerated. The woman at these last words siispended 
her prooeedings, and looked at him fizedly ; then taking 
him "tiy the band, sbe led him olose to the little window 
which was still half open, and pointing upwards towarda 
the sky said, ** He, who oommands the winds and who 
makes the thunder roar, whicb we hear at this moment 
growling in the distance, He will generously rewarå 
Tirtuous actions, nor will one escape bis knowledge, just 
as no one will escape His terrible yenøeaiioe!, who despises 
laks most holy laws." 

Thus saying sbe vaised berself majestically, while a 
something whioh seemed superhuman lightned in her eyea 
whioh vrete black and shining as jet ; and she then re« 
sumed her interrupted employment. Don Frédéric, whos« 
wonder was not diminished, stammered out as well as hø 
could, a compliment adapted to the circumstanoes, and 
sat down to examine the room which might be an otjeoi 
iforthy of attention, especially flor one who at this time 
bad nothing better to do. Meanwhile the youth had 
executed lus mother's orders^ and £inaldo also «:itered 
and seated himself silently in one eomer. 

The wind was biowing tempestuously and the rain again 
began to iall more heavily acoompanied by low thunder and 
faint flasbes of ligbtning, altbough the seasoa was sorne* 
what adyanæd, 

TlwroomiD which they had been receiyed, bad snob 
gitaagø Auraiture thsA Doh Eredetifi ivikadL W\vram& \c^ 
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disooyer how it oould aooommodate a womui and her ohild 
It oonsisted merely of a few ohain, the litrtle table above- 
mentioned, a press, and a desk for prayer. But in the 
oomor løant an iron pike, heavy enough to weary tfae 
armofDiomedes; abridleof red leather was suspended 
on a hook at the upper end of the pike ; a oap of white 
oloth, but with the hind part scailet, wbb fastened to the 
bridle, and the tout-ensemble of these things presented to 
the eye, a species of military trophy ; hanging near them, 
from a hooked nail, was a bow of larchwood, several 
arrows^ and a sling on the other side, and upon the prees 
whioh projected from the wall, there stood in bad order, a 
cl^[)^dra or water olock, a large wooden oompass, aa 
ebony wand, and a bundle of papers. Nailed to the wall 
above the prayer desk was a crucifiZy and upon the former 
there lay a prayer book closed with two large brass olasps, 
The preparations for supper were not long, and the 
Prinoe had scaroely oompleted the inventory of the cham* 
ber, when the woman brought two chairs to the table 
and inyited the warriors to sit down. " But you, good 
mother, will you not keep us company," said Don 
Prederio, laying his band on the back of the chair to keep 
himself betwem that and the table, she repUed " No my 
liord, I have taken food from that,** pointing to the 
prayer desk, ** and I need no other." 

llie Prince thought within himsel^ that his stomaoh 
would not have been too full, had he not taken more sub- 
stantial food, but he said not a word on the subject. 
"However," continued he, **your amiable Demetrius 
stands in need of refreshment, and although you believe 
me to be a great Lord, I shall be delighted to have him 
here close beside me.** 

"Demetrius, since he has compleML \i\& Vn^lKiKi l^»x> 
hmfhadao otberfooå thaa bread, aa^ \b ^oovsti^xoR^ ^^ 
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qaenoh his thirst with the water trom the brook, althongh 
it somelimes happens that he walks as he has done to daj 
a long distance." 

"How well this would suit Dr. Sangioveto," (said the 
warrior mentally) and he replied, "I have no right, good 
mother, to call you to account for this extraordinary 
fhigality, bat if 1 did not fear being indiscreet, I would 
beg of you to tell me your motives." 

*• My motives ! they are terrible, but just. My motives, 
they are such as shall cause to leap in his breast through 
fear, the heart of an old man who has one foot in heil and 
only keeps the other on this earth to give me an oppor- 
tunity of thrusting him headlong into everlasting fire. 
But be seated ; if you wish me, I will tell you, while you 
are taking the little food which my poverty permits me to 
oflfer, as much as I can of my history." 

At these words the Prince sat down; and invited 
Binaldo by a sign to do the same — since the latter always 
waited respectfully for permission to place himself at 
table with his lord, when circumstances admitted of this 
favor being granted to him. Demetrius, after taking off 
his cap, had seated himself on a low stool opposite to Don 
Frederic, and was eating a large piece of bread ; the dog 
was sitting near him, and watching alternately the bread 
and his master's eyes, that is, raising and lowering his 
own as the hånd carried the bread to and from the 
mouth; but Demetrius did not tako a single morsel with- 
out giving some to his friend : and if the dog sometimes 
remained with motionless jaws, it was because he was 
accustomed to masticate his food with a celerity, with 
which Demetrius could not keep pace, although he him- 
self was far from idle. 

Tilø woman passeå over to the other side, seated herself 
alsQ, andputtJDg her elbows on the \a\)\©j coN^i^Vet %wi^ 
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with her hånds, and thus oonoealing it for a moment, 
seemed as if she wished to meditate ; then tossing back 
behind her ears,*the hair which had fallen thickly over 
her eyes, she began : — 

" Two were the kids which frolicked in the meadow; 
Bquatting behind the bushes was a wolf, who waited until 
they should withdraw themselves from their mother's 
side, and then treacherously rushed out upon them ; but 
fortune preserved the youngest of the two from his 
clutches, the other, although the strenger, seized by 
surprise and tightly grasped, was dragged amongst the 
rocks and lost sight of, with the monster who stole it. 
But the young kid first mentioned, changed by degrees 
its form, and ere long will become a powerful lion, and 
guided by its afflicted mother, will take a terrible revenge 
on the infamous spoiler." 

** Until this hour arrives, I will take no other food than 
bread, no other liquid than water from the brook, my 
eyes will take no more refresMng sleep, sinoe if exhausted 
nature closes them for a few hours, I sball have before me 
in my dreams, the ideas of my unsatisfied revenge« 
"Wait" — oontinued she, and then arose and walked towards 
the press, from whence she took the bundle of papers and 
the black rod that were placed upon it and returning to 
her place, unfolded one of the sheets on which an infinite 
number of lines of different oolours intersected each other 
in a thousand ways : " Behold" (continued she, spreading 
the map on the table and pointing to a place where more 
than twenty of these lines met,) " Behold ! here is the 
precise spot, where the guilty wretch shall receive the 
punishment of his horrible treachery. Por eleven years, 
he has escaped from me by a thousand wa.^*, \sviX» \»& 
destiny pursues Mm. I will hunt him as \^i'&\io^xnAL^^«- 
sueg tbe bare, through the most aecret ^XSoa oV "^^ 
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thidcest wood. Every day he i4>proaohe8 nearer to me^ 
urgedonby that fatality, Yihich no one can evade; in 
yain does he change his garmentfi and disguite his fiaoe ia 
order to oonoeai himself: I have always reoognized hiob 
I should recognize him if ihe Devil had disfigured his 
features with his fiery claws; who oaa oonoeai himself 
from the Tongeanoe of a mother, whose only daughter 
was snatdied away from her and barbarously murdered ? 
were she blind, she would know ike in&mous aHBasmn^ 
from the sulphureous odour lus oorrupted limbs, aheady 
the prey of heil would shed around him." 

The eyes of the unhappy woman flashed fire, while she 
uttered these words, and her whole person assumed a 
certain terrible fierceness whioh strongly affected Don 
Frederia Her mysterious words, the shade of supersti- 
tion mingled with the eloquenoe of her grief and the 
vengeanoe she purposed having coldly oompleted by a 
ohild, made him believe that she was not in a state of 
perfect sanity; besides the only thing which he had 
plainly understood from what she said was, that the elder 
of her two children, had been taken away from her and 
killed ; but how, in what plaæ, by whom and wherefore, 
he was entirely ignorant. 

As she was silent. Don Frederio, after having waited 
for some minutes in the hope that she would continue, 
seeing that she remained mute, put this question to her. 

** May I ask you my good woman, if you find any difS.- 
culty in explaining yourself more dearly f 

''More clearly! you are my lord on your way to 
Yeniæ, if I err not, the star whioh guides you, is brilliant 
as the planet Venus; mine is dim and gloomy as that 
peroeived by the mariner amid the blackest douds during 
the horrors of a tempest— it is about to set,— but that of 
m^mm Jmesoaroély rmu above the hoxizrøi« %sidw it will 
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shine more or le&a, aooording as it shall be nearer to, or 
more distant from, tbe sun. Ought I to preclude him 
from the path which will bring him nearer to this orb, by 
interpoeing inseparable obstades? Shall he be on this 
earth like the insecf^ which the trayeller tramples under 
fbotinpassing?^ 

**! do not in the least nnderstand yon,*^ replied the 
warrior, ^I teel that I am an [indiscreet penon who has 
abused your hospitality/' 

''No my lord, no ! bat look at this boy," and so saying 
she took the child by the hånd, drew him towards the 
little table, and putting back the hair from his fore- 
head the better to show how perfeot were the features of 
that ftkoe, she oontinued'-''look at him, does he seem 
formed to fiill under the dagger of an assasdn ?'* The - 
youth drew back two paces, and knit his brows, as if to 
demonstrate that an enemy's blade would not so eanly 
find a passage to his heart, because he believed, perhaps, 
that the blowof him who betrays, is ever stniok in the 
dear daylight, and only aimed at the heart. The woman 
resumed, "No my hope, no my darling ! as long as thy 
mother Hves, no blow shall eyer reach thy breast. Behold 
this other paper on whioh is depicted the ship which 
bears you, and the one which you are to follow. The 
tempestnous winds may bk>w agamst you, do not fear^ 
thou must go on with intrepidity. AH the patriarchs ol 
holy writ conld not withdraw the reprobate jew from thy 
Tengeance, even were he to fly and oonceal himself in the 
Tery boeom of Abrakftm." 

Tfais adjunct was not oalcalated to clear up the 
meaning of her disoourse. Don Frédéric now losing 
1^ hope of gaining by direct means, any i&im^ ^»s^s^as^-- 
stantial exphmafåon trom this esthurø&s&o 'w^scuoi« Nséva^ 
1»8urjmek«^bjneiw iåem aad wordft. •* AsjA \ft \w^»\!°^*^ 
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in the way which shall lead to the brilliant oareer destined 
for Mm, what sacrifices will you make for this amiable 
son of yours." 

" What sacrifices ? listen ! It must be terrible to have 
one's nails torn from the roots with crooked irons, terri- 
ble to have red hot steel stuck into one's- eyes, but to 
spare him the pain of having a single hair plucked out, I 
would undergo the most atrocious torments that human 
cruelty could devise !" 

"And if I asked you to give him up to me? If I 
promised to smoothe to him the arduous path of life, 
would you accede to my request ?" At this question, the 
boy went eagerly close to the woman and shewed plainly 
by a certain anxious glance, and air of impatience, a desire 
to hear the answer, which much interested the Prince ; 
although he had only thrown out this proposition in 
order to sound the woman. The latter was silent for a few 
minutes, and then fixed her eyes fondly on the boy, then 
on the knight and then again on the child. " Wait," (said 
she) " wait." And having uttered these words she put her 
head out of the window, a gust of wind had at this 
moment dispersed the douds, and a few stars appeared in 
the midst of them : she remained for some minutes con- 
templating these, then withdrawing her head she closed 
the window, and took from the table the remains of the 
supper, which Demetrius put into the press. She then 
unfolded the painted papers, placed in the midst of them 
the clepsydra which she tumed upside down, seated her- 
self with her ebony wand in her hånd, and calculating on 
these mysterious lines, muttered between her teeth some 
uninteUigible words. 

Half an hour marked by the water clock, had passed in 

ihese operations^ during which Rinaldo sat beholding 

fåeia with a oeiiain air of restless c\ino&\\>^, yi\ii.O[iV^ 
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allowed to appear in his eyes. Demetrius had drawn near 
to Don Frederic, and placed his hånds affectionately in 
those of the latter; assisting at these calculations withthe 
indifference of one who daily sees tho same thing. 

Don Frederic then fixed his eyes alternately on the 
woman, and on the hoy, and sometimes even on his 
tacitum squire, of whose uneasinoss he guessed the cause, 
which in some way diverted him. But whon his looks 
rested on the boy, he felt the iuterest increase which 
youth naturally inspires, enriched as it was liere, by all 
those charms which nature, as on one of her favorites had 
so profusely lavished on Demetrius. So that the careful 
researches of the woman were not terminated ere he felt 
a pang of fear, lest the proposal (which he had only made 
at the time to gratify a simple curiosity) should meet 
with a refusal. " It would be a sin " said he. " It would 
be a sin, if so charming a form and face were to suffor 
injury in order to satisfy a revenge, which however just it 
may be, would prove no less reprehensible ; and a thou- 
sand times greater sin,if, as it appears Oh youth! there be 
enclosed within that beautiful form, a mind as beautifuL 
But if your mother will permit you to oome with me ; if 
she can consent to tear herself from you, who certainly 
are her chief hope, I will change these rags into garments 
more noble, and more befitting your graceful person : I 
will direct your childish pride to a higher aim, and I will 
preserve your heart from the remorse attendant on 
treachery and revenge." 

In this way was passed the half-hour by the personages 
in our scene. The woman arose, laid down the little wand 
which she had in her hånd, and cast one last look on her 
mystical papers. 

" Verily," said she "the planet tuma iio\» i^\> W««x^ 
jts apogoe ! the point of culminatiou is 6\^ e«u!CR»5L<5i^^l 

9 
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some spot ; bat it matters not, tell me my lord, will yoa 
conduct him to Kaples ?" 

Don Frederio assured her that this would be the end of 
his travels, although he was obliged, by reasons whioh it 
was useless to state, to pass first through Yenioe. 

""Wellj** oontinued she " my Demetrius, if you wish— *• 
(here she paused a moment and ¥dped away a tear, then 
proceeded, though with a somewhat trembling yoiæ, 
whioh she endeavoured to make steady.) "if you would 
hasten the events of your life, if you have courage— yet 
what do I say ? sooner will it fail the eagle of Mount Ossa, 
sooner the Nemean Lion, than it will ever fkil thee. My 
lord, Demetrius is swift in the raoe, as the steed of Arabiai, 
his arm will one day bend the bow of ITlysses, the rook of 
ambition to the Prooeans. The stone wMch he shall hurl 
from his sling when he wishes it, shall strike a forehead less 
ample than that of the Giant of the Phillistines. If you 
will give him wings to fulfll his high destiny, no friend 
will prove more faithful to you, no dart shall pierce your 
ouirass, that has not first transfixed his breast ; but mind, 
there is a head due to our vengeanoe, Demetrius will 
sever it from the body, were both concealed in the 
clouds, like Eneas, when the spear of Aohilles sought him 
in the plains of Troy.'* 

" But permit me, my good woman, to observe, that the 
same God whom you invoke and appear to hold lightlj 
as an avenger of injuries, reserves for his own omnipotent 
arm the task of avenging the crimes oommitted on thi» 
earth ; hence it is both rash and unjust to take from Hun 
a prerogative which he has especially reserved for himself. 
Besides, we have laws, let us have recourse to them, and 
the atrocious crimes committed on the person of your 
åaughter wilJ be punished by human justice ." 
^'No! bo! lam eertain that the aian.iia&^i^V»» qI >i?m& 



country's laws will not Rtrike this infamous aBWUwin. 
He, although he wanders about in exile, will find power- 
Ail protectors, t)ecau8e he made use of my daughter's 
blood to purcbase for himself wealth and power; listen 
and shudder.'' 

" I was living happily in Cyphus, two children were 
t)om to me, the legitimate o£&pring of a marriage I had 
contracted with Odaleta, an Albanese officer of smaU 
fortune, and one of the guards of King 6iacomo,of Lus- 
ignan. Odaleta married me when he came to that island 
to accompany Catharine Comaro» the adopted child of 
San Maroo, and of the republic, afterwards Queen of 
Cyphus and Jerusalem, and now Princess of Asolo. My 
children grew, and had dispositions sweet as the bal- 
samic air of that fine country. Sibella^ my firstbom, 
was five years old ; Demetrius had not yet attained the 
age of three. One day, a day of most bitter remembrance i 
whilst my children were sporting among the western 
rocks of the islands, under the care of a nurse. Alas I 
Ought I, ought any mother to leave her young ones in the 
care of auother woman ? (The band of an assassin con- 
cealed amongst these i'ooks was suddenly upon them. 
Demetrius was in the arms of his nurse; Sibilla at 
about fifty paces froin them, gathering flowers and small 
Shells, the nurse with the infant had time to escape, 
uttering piercing cries. We ran, we flew to the succour 
of the poor child, who énveloped and almost sufifbcated in 
a sack, was hastily carried to the skiff, and the winds and 
long oars bore away the treasure, the hope of the afflicted 
mother, the comfort of tho warrior, the guide of her 
young brotheifs trembling steps. Oh I had she but fallen 
into the'clutches of Mahomedan pirates ! ThfåSA \l^&X!l^ 
should have stretched towards the baiViMvauTia, «xA VJv^a 
diaijur o f slavery sbould have passed. oNOt tcl^ on^^^tcmk 
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had I been unable otherwise to obtain her ransom ; but it 
was written in the book of fate, tbat the nails of the 
cursed of Heaven, of tbat reprobate and degraded race 
who betrayed Jesus Cbrist sbould be fixed in the flesh of 
that little innocent. A Jew, an infamous Jew, a minister 
of Heil had conceived the insane hope of renovating the 
feeble limbs of mortals who are sick, by transfusing into 
their exhausted veins the blood of healthy youth. Hence, 
a band of armed men trave rsed the shores of the Islands 
of the Archipelago, and carried off those children whom 
chance led thither; and sold afterwards to such persons as 
were lying sick their blood for the weight of that metal less 
hard than the heart of a Jew. I kncw afterwards that my 
Sybella was taken to Bome by that cursed monster, in 
order that her blood might be transfused into the veins 
of a grandee of Greek origin, and therefore requiring, as 
the Jew said, Grecian blood. The nobleman died; — 
the wicked old man fled from that capital, and followed 
by the vengeance of those mothers whose children 
ho has barbarously carried ofiT and slaughtered, goes 
wandering through Italy, changing garments and dis- 
guising his face to escape recognition. But vainly 
does he flatter himself— from me he mil not escape. 
I follow him though at a distance, and if I have deferred 
planting a dagger in his breast it is because — but enough* 
Demetrius, you will rejoin and drag him palpitating to 
the feet of your mother, and we will revenge — ^yes, 
we will revenge the rights of outraged humanity." 

SubUme was the aspect of this woman while she was 
speaking as above, and the eyes of the youth shone with 
unwonted lustre, a proof that those sontiments passed 
into the mind of the boy which the mother wished to 
excito hy this tale of horror. T\ie •pxvwcfe n<i^ warmly 

toucbed, and a^rreoing that her an^et <io\x\«i \iQ\» >m«^ ^ 
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more just foundation, hoped he should get the wretch 

into his hånds who made so infamous traffio in human 

hlood, and provoke upon his head all the rigour of the 

laws. He assured the woman therefore, that he was 

inclined to assist in facilitating an aet of justice im- 

periously demanded for the security of mothers, hy out- 

raged reUgion, and for the interest of despised humanity. 

**Gk> then, my Demetrius go, you will rejoin your 

father, who in the service of the repuhUc of San Maroo 

fights in the lines of the Albanese. Go, I commend you to 
Grod, and to this braye officer whom the same omnipotent 

hånd guided to this oottage to serve you as a mentor. We 

shall not be long asunder, your mother will watch over 

you near at hånd, as the guardian angei watch es over the 

creature oommitted to his care." 

The night was far advanoed, the room next to that in 

which our dramatis personæ were sitting, contained mats 

laid over dried leaves and straw ; Don Frédéric cast him- 

self on them. Binaldo seated himself near, and shortly 

after lay down to rest also, since weariness and sleep 

overcame the respect which had kept him seated instead 

of lying by his master's side. Demetrius remained with 

his mother— and the dawn, the harbinger of a more serene 

day, awoke our travellers, who were ready in a moment to 

proceed on their joumey. 
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The øuiprise of the prince waø greai, wben passing 
from the ohamber which had served him for a dormitory« 
into the one a4ioinii>8i where he expeoted to find thø 
woxnan and her son, to sæ it entlrely deeerted evea the 
dog himself, the fiuthful guardian of the asylum having 
disappeared. GiYing a glance around the apartment, he 
perceived that the artides with which it was fumished 
were all in their plaoes, with the exception of the red 
bridle, which had been suspended to the hook of the pike. 
The small lanthom still bumecf upon the table, though 
with a dying flame, and the door which led out upon the 
Httle plain surrounding the hut had been closed, and 
fastened on the outside with small twigs, so as not to take 
from those within the means of issuing forth when it was 
their pleasure so to do. Scarcely had day begun to dawn» 
when Don Frederic and the Squire went out to discover 
if their steeds had perchance gone away also with the 
owners of the house ; but they found them both together, 
already saddledf and the foot of the horse which had lost 
his shoe was re-shod, and in a fit state to continue his 
joumey. From the remains of oats they found on the 
ground, and from a species of shell or portable manger 
which had been placed before the horses, they peroeived 
^åa^ tbe latter bad made a bettor repast ^^iLuoi'^XtX^s^^ 



lieen hoped for in ihat isolated spot The bones girthfl 
were well tightened, the buckles well polisbed, and the 
leatber also perfeotly cleansed from the mud, with whioh 
it had been bespattered by the bad weather of the daj 
before. The feet also of the steeds had been diligently 
scraped and washed, and their hoofe greased, and made 
shining as the shoes of a young gallant when he enters a 
ball room. Jt appeared in &ot, that a person aocustomed to 
the Office of groom had passed part of the night in attend- 
ing to these beasts, and in embellishing l^eir aooontre- 
ments. Don Frederic observed these things with a oertain 
wonder, while Brinaldo kept saying " Certainly, oertainly, 
this woman is a witch, for who, exoept by magio could in 
so short a time, without making the least noise, equip at 
all points these two horses, so that they resemble the 
steeds of Achilles, when his squire (whose name I no 
longer remember) had perfumed them with the essenoes 
abundantly furnished him by the beautiful Thetis.** 

Don Frederic smillng, replied, that the mother of Deme- 
triiis might possibly be a witch, but with regard to their 
having heard no noise, that might be in oonsequenoe of 
their having slept so profoundly. "At all events,'' added he, 
"she must be a very courteous witch, since she has spared 
you the tronble of putting our horses in order/' "I do not 
mind the trouble," repUed Binaldo, "and in this I am not 
ashamed to compare myseif with our steeds, who never 
seem so lively and active as when we have our teet in the 
stirrups. 

But your highness does not seem tabe ofmy opinion, 
with regard to the sorcery of this woman. I have 
observed something however, which proves that I am 
indnbitably right, and to which your Iu^tiss&v'cOqa^ 
gave no heed," 

''And wbttt did you obserre æy «wA mnsSi^'^'* 
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" I observed," (replied ihe squire, first looking xouud, 
aud speaking in a somewhat low and trembling tone) 
" I observed that the night just passed is the one di- 
viding the Friday from the Saturday, and I remarked 
another thing still more essential/' — 

" Come, courage, let us prooeed to the plan that is more 
essentiaL'* 

'' Oh, certainly, this as essential a thing to a witch on 
a Friday night, as a horse is to your highness on the day 
ofbattle." 

''Go on, do not fear, she may return, and thus the 
thread of your discourse and my curiosity will be inter- 
rupted." Binaldo then approached more closely to his 
lord's ear, and in an almost unintelligible whisper said — 

*' In one comer of the room, to the left of the little 
window, there was a broom with a long long handle 
entirely new, and now both broom and handle have 
disappeared with their owners." 

" And what if they have ? what consequence would you 
deduce from the event ?" 

"Ah! what consequence? — Your highness does not 
know then, that in the night preceding Saturday, witches 
ride on very long broomsticks, and all repair to Bene- 
ven to, and there, under the walnut tree have their dances 
and their witchcraft." 

*• Ah ! Ah ! I understand you now, we were wrong in 
suspecting them of having taken away our steeds ; what 
need has a witch of horses, when a broomstick will suffice 
to carry her easily from Padua to Benevento in a few 
hours?" 

"And to bring her back from Benevento to Padua 
in the same brief space of time," replied Binaldo. 

Now then what remains for us to do ?" 

I would say, ifit be permitted me V) ^n^ m^ ^w^^'^'a^ 






thst IV« diould mount om stoeds, having fint ftriad wilå 
our own hånds whetiier thø girths are properlj tåghtened^ 
(sinoe it is not prudent to mount horses siiddled by a 
witch or sprite), Mid then sofUy, softl/, as fozes steal fh>in 
a hen roost at dawn, set out on our wagr to Padua^vWitiu 
out taking leave of our hosts." 

" Fie, fie, see you not that it woold be yery iil-hred thiu 
to decamp, without thanking the good wornan who re- 
oeiyed us with so much hospitality ?" 

** Ah yes, the ffood woman !" said tiie squire^ shaking 
his head. ''And then** oonttnued Don FMdaric "joti 
know my dear Binaldo, I haiFO promised to take with us 
her interesling son, the youth Bemetrius ?" 

** With all the respect tfaat I owe your highness, I must 
be permitted to observe that this promise was rather "~ 
here he stopped, not daring to finish the sentenoe, whioh 
the prinoe undertook to oondude. 

"Bather imprudent you mean to say, but wfaat would 
you do. It is given, and we oannot retraot, we m»H 
keep our promise." 

^Our promise ! keep a promise made to a witch ; I do 
not know whether we are bound to do that." 

*' Oh, but think ! the word of a oavalier ! we oannot 
oonsoieniiously exempt ourselves feom keeping it" 

"Conscientiously ?— In the same way in whioh"— — 
From tiie sudden appearance of the dog, whioh suspended 
on the lips of the squire with the tender oonaoience, the 
comparison that was åbout to issue from them, he prø« 
eeived that its masters were at no great Æustanoe; there- 
Ibre, while Don frederio went to meet them, Binaldo 
made the sign of the oross, and seated himself on the 
trunk of a tree whioh had been coarsely &&hiQ>\i«\.\sd(ft 
aseat. 
CCbepriBoe had not peooeeded tweaVs vmci» tsøi&k^dDa 

10 
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hut, when he nw through the trees the woman, who 
came hastily forward followed by the boy. The Cavalier 
at first soaroely reoognised them, so different were their 
garments from those they had wom the day before. D»- 
metrius no longer wrapt in miserable rags, was neatly 
attired in the Albanese costume ; a delioate white shirfy 
with the coUar and hem of the bosom embroidered in rose 
oolor, displayed itselfj^r^nd the neck, fell back oyer a 
kind of coat or tunio of snuff colored cloth, which did not 
reach below his knees; a girdle of yellowleather,about four 
inches broMt, confined it at the waist, and the folds being 
brought over his bieast, was fastened by a steel clasp. A 
pair of verf Aill blue oloth pantaloons reaohed to his 
anoles, and were there fastened by means of a buckle over 
a pair of red moroooo boots omamented by short spurs of 
bumished steel. A dagger with an ebony handle and 
endosed in a black sheath was half hid under his left 
breast, between the tunic and the belt ; a small sabre with 
a curved blade and ivory handle, omamented with silver 
studs hung from the same side, and was supported by % 
brass ohain, fastened to the girdle. A cap of scarlet doth 
checked with black, having a tassel in the centre, gave the 
finish to this whimsical garb in which the youth had an 
air of such boldness and military pride, as charmed all 
beholders. 

The woman was wrapt in an ample robe of light blue 
oloth, which descended from the neck to the feet, and was 
only fastened at the side, round the neck and at the 
wrists; a rose-colored ribbon socured the tresses of her 
hair, two of which fell over her neck behind her ears^ 
while the third and thickest encompassed the back of her 
head. 

"Havel made you wait?" said the woman, when she 
mu M few paceå distant from Dou '£t«dfiin&. ^^^\^^ 
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attiriog of this vurior" added she, pointing to the boy« 
** took more time than I thought it would; behold hint 
no^ Te&dy, and able to foUow and keep up with you 
however swift the pace of your steeds. Ue will find in 
Padua a horse, which, if it have not the handsome exterior 
of yours, will not prove inferior to them in yigour of 
musde, in fleetness, nor in sureness of foot Now then 
my lord, I present you with this youth. If ever sacrifioe 
proved painful to the heart of a mother it is this which 
I make spontaneously however to you ! Kor could I give 
a greater proof of oonfidence were I to trust to you the 
treasures of the ocean. I have delivered my instructions 
to Demetrius, which he will follow to the very letter, 
since no one knows better than he does the duties of an 
obedient son. Now, there remains but for me to embrace 
him, and suspend from his neck this talisman. It is the 
blessing of his mother, the shield from misfortune, the 
anchor of safety," so sajdng she drew from a small box a 
Uttle silver crucifix, to which was fastened a blue silk 

^rd, and hung it round the neck of the boy, ooncealing 
it under his shirt. 

Don Frederic assured the woman, who boasted of 
courage, but could with difficulty restrain her tears, that 
he would not give her cause to regret the having en- 
trusted him with such a deposit ; that besides, since her 
husband was engaged in the service of the Eepublio 
of Venice, Demetrius would only tear himself from the 
arms of a mother, to cast himself into those of a father ; 
neither did he fail to speak other words of consolation, 

suggested to him by his own generosity,and the greatness 

of the sacrifice made by this good pareut. 
" It is a hard and terrible thing " (added sha^ " ^\«a 

opeself from wh&t ia dearest to us in ihe ^OT\dL\\A t^xe^s^s^ 

såoJsted as tbø solitary tree of the de»dT\). 1iu\» KJotaJow«' 



n 

did he not ofiér Mi own s(m as a saerifiee en the attåT of 
the Lord? and no tear bai^ed the eye of either priest or 
victiiiL Qo» go, my beloved, the xnoon i^U not twioe tum 
her h<Mm towards the weet ere I will be oa thy træk. Take 
one more kiss, and follow thy destmy. May it prove pro- 
p&tious; may Gtod take the thomø lirom thy paths to 
enoumber mine ; mayest thou walk. amid flowery ways 
and little shall I care what troubles lie ocmcealed under 
thifl blue garment. Now enough my Demetrius, enough, 
my love, my hope, my treasure, enough, do not longer 
delay tlus good lord of thine." 

The boy clung around his mother*s neck, and w^t^ 
bitterly ; she wept also though she strove to oonæal her 
teurs. 

I>on Frederic beheld this soene with strong emotion * 
tbe ingenuous caresses of the youth, and the violeni 
øtruggle of matemal affection touching him to the quiok^ 

Even Binaldo himself, though much prejudiced, par- 
ticularly against the woman, whilst he was leading the 
two horses, wiped his eyes several times with the back ofi 
his hånd ; and in the aet of mounting, offered to take the 
boy on the oroupe behind him until they arrived at 
Padua^ where his own steed was to be found. 

Pemetrius however, after thanking him, declared that 
the short distance he had to walk would not prove in the 
least wearisome to him; and after having bade a last 
adieu to his good mother slowly foUowed the two war- 
riors, walking backwards, and kissing his hånd to the 
lormer as long as she eontinued in sight. 

The woman, who remained immoveably eontemplating 

the party, as soon as the numerous shrubs and winding 

paths hid it from her yiew, ascended a slight eminence 

whioh commanded a point of the road by which the 

Svellen xaost psusB, and firom thene^ siajil'nVVSdl ^ite^8Q% 



aÉDcl ffoiiCfDiis '▼Qioø :*"* 

** I fvntioélli fpingcmo 

Pel Hqoido øeatiøro. 

Fin di TBfcello altiero 

Che va tentsndo il mar. 
Deh ognor propisi spirino 

I>ietoo «i mal fermi passi ! 

Le asoose sirti é i sassi 

Potrå oosi øiitar.^ 
The yoang Demetrins walked at fint somøwhat sloivrlj, 
since the yoice of his mother smote on his ear, and he 
seemed as if he wished to enjoy ike sound as long as he 
possibly coald; bat at length they moved on to a distanoø 
from which no sense of hearing, however acute and fine 
coald imbibe the least sound. Then the boy (and they 
were idready on the high road) approached the prinoe^ 
and without any signs of effi>rt or fatigne, walked quickly 
by his side ; and narrated how at the foot of the grove« 
toirards the west, there dwelt an old farmer, a friend of 
his father's, who had in his care some property belonging 
to them, and amongst other things the apparel he then 
wore according to the fashion of his oountry. He added, 
that he had been vexed at not finding has horse with tiie 
old man, but that the farmer having occssion to send ono 
of his sons to Padua, had made ase of theanimal to carry 
him thither, and they would find him in that dty or on 
l^e road ; since the farmer bad dispatched a servant with 
the scarlet bridle, and an order to delirer up the steed to 
him immediately. He informed Don Prederic also, that 
the habit he had on was given to him by his Mher a few 
mon^ back, who, previous to entering the service of the 
BepuUic of Tenice had c(»ne to seek him^and '^i^x^^ 
then have tåken him to leam by \k\a Å<9iA ^<^ vc\i ^ ^«t, 
iådjÉoé bu matter jMmM. ^u \^ t%Tswii&s%^iS^>B«' 
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until the full moon of Ootober had paased; tn «pooh 
which, according to her astrologioal oaloulatioiia prog^ 
nosticated a change of fortune, although she had not been 
able to forsee whether the change was indicatlve of mis- 
fortune or a happy. fate. He added also that they had 
taken up their abode in that rustio and lonely spot because 
all the land they possessed (his mother's dowery) had 
been only let to the old farmer on Miohaelmas day, 
about a month before, and that they had lefb in the oare of 
the same farmer all the hest of their property in olothes 
and furniture; through fear that some rogue might take 
advantage of the little resistance that could be offered by 
a woman and child to plunder their habitation. Lastly, 
he said that he had with his mother traversed the whole 
of Italy, and even Holland, where she would have com- 
pieted her revenge ere this, had not circumstances un- 
known to him induced her to suspend the execution of 
her designs. 

Ere we proceed further we must enlighten the reader, 
as well by some clearer account of the woman and the 
boy, with whom we have contracted a close intimacy, as 
by others of the Albanese troops which had an active 
share in the result of the expedition against Naples by 
Charles of France. 

The mother of Demetrius was the daughter of a beauti- 
ful gipsy, who had come from Bohemia with a gang of 
her countrymen into Italy, exercising the profession of 
an astrologer. In passing over the Yenetian marshes she 
got separated from her party, and entered a dairy farm to 
ask for a little water to quench her thirst. The master 
of the house, a man of mature age, finding the young 
woman possessed of no common personal attractions, in- 
duced her to abandon her not very honorable profession 
Mid renuun with Inm in the oapadtv ol Ylox^s^V^^^x. 
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Wesry of this waadering Hfe, and not being retwined in 
the gang by any tie, sinoe she herself knew not to whom 
she belonged, she willingly aocepted the offer, and re* 
mained there in conoealment for several days, until her 
companions who sought her for a long time in the neigh- 
bourfaood had decamped. After having passed some 
months in the house, her master being deeply enamoured 
by her charms, married her, and of this union, Camilla 
the mother of our youth was the issue. The father of 
Camilla having died while she was an infant, the care of 
her education entirely devolved on her mother ; who, still 
preserving a remembrance of the precepts she had re- 
ceived from her gipsy companions, infused them into the 
mind of her young daughter, and the latter, endowed 
with a lively imagination, aided by the lessons of her 
mother, saorificed good sense to superstitioD, and foUow- 
ing the spirit of the age, gave herself wholly up to the 
study of that chimerioal science which pretends to tell 
the future by the course of the stars, and by arithmetical 
calculations made according to the direction, crooked, 
straight, or ciroular, of certain lines of different colours; 
traced after principles entirely hypothetical and gra- 
tuitous. 

Left an orphan, and inheriting very little property in 
the place above mentioned; since her mother unac- 
customed to economise, had spent nearly all that had 
been left by her husband, she married an Albanese officer, 
who, as we heard her relate to Don Frederic, had passed 
into the service of Giaoomo of Lusignano,King of Cyprus^ 
and then acoompanied that prince to Venice, where he 
espoused Catharine Cornaro. After the moumftil loss of 
her daughter, she retumed to Italy, not so m\iQ\i'^ ^O^ss« 
in the wake of her husband, (yrlio "w\t\LAj\i"feT^icaS^.^^ *^^ 
widowed prinoeea /ound hiinselC ^nr\Jt>b.ow\i «» xMMi«^* «^^ 



^erefore obligod to senre the JKepublio, wfasdi took the 
dominion of the Island of Cypma) as io taka her revenge 
on the old Jew, of whom she had sooceeded m gainuEig inr 
telligenoe ; since after the death of the nobieman the 
atrocious means by which his life was tiied to be pr^ 
lenred became known. The transfusion of blood was for 
fome time ene of the favcmte dreams of certain igmnraoit 
and fanatical persons, who, fikncying that the Uood waø 
the seat of all disorders thought to make the human bodj 
nearly young again at their pleasure, and to perpetuat* 
life, by changing gradually that liqiaid on the perfectiøCL 
of whiish the whole animal funotions depeaded— a bar^ 
barons piece of foUy, not entirely forgotten in our own 
days, although struck by the powerful arm of ndioule^ 
and although equally repugnant to good sense» humaaityy 
and religion. The duration of life, as wdl that of man aa 
of eyery oreated being cannot pass beyond certain bounds 
marked out by the finger of the Etemal alone. It is 
madness even to think that we oan enlarge the circum- 
ferenæ at our will. 

The republio of Yenice in those days had many leaden 
Oif illustrious^ name, and the nerve of its troops of cavalry 
consisted in the light Albanese horse, who willingly cama 
under the standard of tibe lion ; sinoe they had been ae- 
oustomed to fight in favc^ of christianity, under the 
famous Scanderberg, the Hero of Albania. Starong, agile^ 
well-made, skiUed in the use of arms, and trained to en*- 
dure the trials ef war, the Albanese formed a chosen 
oorps, in whioh unlimited eonfidenoe might be placed 
whenever it was directed by a ohief who knew how to re- 
<train theft and mpix^. Their warlike reputation had 
BQLUoh inareased since they had withdrawn themselves 
£n>m the jokB ot the Sultan Amurat II, and had op- 
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of that prince; they were also famed forperfectly good 
faith, wbether because they had supported with all their 
might their legitimate sovereign Giorgio Castriotti, better 
known under the name of Scanderberg, whether they 
were of the Greek religion, more nearly approximating to 
that of {the Boman catholics, or perhaps, becanse a few 
years before they had come at the request of Pope Pius 
n, to the Buccour of Ferdinand *of Arragon, besieged in 
Barri, by the count of Anjou, and had thus powerfully 
contributed to the victory of the Neapolitan arms. It 
was then, in this corps, that Odaleta, the father of Deme- 
trius, was serving, when the youth foUowedDon Frederio 
in order to run that oourse which according to hii 
mother's predictions, was to prove more brilliant than 
oould reasonably have been hoped for, by the son of a 
poor Albanesø officer. 
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chapteb vm. 



While prince Frédéric is proceeding towards Veni 
where we will rejoin him ere long, and explain to q 
kind readers the motives of this joumey, we wiU 
back to Charles of Franco, who was progressing mea 
while towards Rome by the shortest way. He arrived 
Sienna without obstacles, and Sienna, after FlorencQ h< 
in Tuscany the first place as to power. AUied with ti 
republic, he found himself disposed to share the sai 
fortune, to brandish arms that i&, or to consont to t 
treaties for peace. Sienna governed itself however ; bat 
such a way that instead of enjoying true liberty, it n 
rather its shadow ; since distracted by various factions 
was necessary to obey the one which according to the 
cidents of the times, or the favor of foreigu potenta 
was more formidable than the others. 

The order of the Monte de Nove then prevailed. Ne^ 
theless the French army were not in that city witb 
fear, since it was known for some time to be devoted 
the Roman empire; and therefore Charles feared leavini 
behind him in rather an unfriendly spirit. ConsecLuezi 
he placed in it a sufliciently strong garrison to keep it 
check, in case any disturbances should break forth. 

It seemed as if heaven seconded with every favora 
aurcumstance the march of these tiooi^S) ^ox \)ti^ ^\s 
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had not yet dsred to show itself in'this part of Italy ; but 
on the contrary, one of the finest autumns reigned then 
that the inhabitants of a country so beloved by natur« 
had ever enjoyed. The flowers sprang up before the steps 
of the French, the fruits still hung on the trees for the 
refreshment of the troops; their successes too werebe- 
yond all hope, so that their insolenoe increased with their 
prosperity, and they oommitted all sorts of molestations; 
not only on those who had shovm themselves their 
enemies, but also on others who had in no way provoked 
them. By these means they exasperated people againat 
them, and thus prepared for themselves disasters which 
might have been spared, had they passed more peaoeably 
through a oountry which opposed no resistance to thmr 
triiunphs. On the other hånd, the Pope and the Arragon« 
ese nsed every effort to remove the tempest with which 
they were threatened. 

The duke of Calabria^ with the intention of commeno- 
ing the war far from his own states, had at first set out 
With an army for Bomania, meaning to pass into Lom- 
bordy, where he hoped for an insurrecUon in favor of 
John Guleazzo Sforza, and for the suooour of the Floren« 
tuies, Sanesi, Bolognesi, and the Faentini. But the 
promptitude of Ludivioo Sforza had been such, that thero 
were already in the province of Imola, Obigni and the 
Conte di Gaiazzo, governor of the Sforzesceans nrith a 
good part of the army destined to oppose him, when 
Ferdinand arrived in Cesena, who was therefore obUged 
to stop in Bomania. 

It is not inoumbent on us to foUow both armies in their 
seyeral movements. We shall therefore say, that with 
various fortunes and no little honor, Ferdinand at årst 
resisted the French impeius, but aitetY^t^ Vj^V^'^s^ 
through ibe contuiual wavermg oi \.\i^ "Coi^^ Vaa ^^\».- 
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fluenced more by fear than oQurage, sinæ the Bomanf 
hated him fUriously, and he found in oonsecLuenoe that ho 
had powerful^^enemiesp in his own states, sach as the Co- 
lognese and others) Charles and his army drew near to 
Borne withoui opposition. 

We need not remind our reader that a part of the facts 
laid before them refer to an epoch anteoedent to that of 
the departure of Charles from Plorønce, and are only 
narrated here to give a certain idea, not so much of the 
offensive means of the king of France, as of the defensive 
ones of the Arragonese and their allies; and he must be 
pleased also to remember the changes which had oocurred 
in the affairs of Italy, while the army ol France was ad- 
vancing towards the capital. 

As, then, this conquering army (having redaced to sub- 
mission, Nepi, Bracciano, Civitavechia, Cometo, and the 
whole territory of Borne) threatened that city, the high 
Pontiff (tormented by the Colonnese, vexed by Virginias 
Orsini himself, bound by so many ties of faith,'obligation, 
and rehitionship to the house of Arragon,) found hims^ 
reduoed to a most dangerous crisis. The means of resis- 
tance failing him from day to day, andlinternal enemies 
raging around him. He was also stung bylremorse at the 
remembrance of having been one of the first to call the 
king of Erance into Italy, and having afterwards failed 
in his faith, not only by refusing him succours, but by 
warmly opposing him >ith all his power. His t^rrorg 
were increased by'ruraours that it was the intention of 
Charles to tum his mind to reforming the affairs of the 
Church, strongly urged to tMs by the Cardinal De San 
Pietro in Yinoola, and also^by other Cardinals his 
enemies, who were by the side of this monarch, and by 
ranons emissaries of Savonarola. 
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pofirible in Kaples, neither did he wish to leaTø the Pope 
behind, who although reduoed to a bad state, might 
nevertbelesa woaken his army, already diminished by the 
garrisons left in various oities and fortresses, if only by 
obliging him to leave a portion behind to keep Alexander 
to his dutj. The king therefore hastened to send am- 
bassaders to persuade his holiness, that he had no 
intention of interfering with his pontifical authority, but 
rather desired permission to enter pacifically into Borne, 
not that he had the least doubt of being able to enter 
by foroe, but only not to find himself oonstrained to faU 
in reverenoe and respect to the Pope. 

These oonditions appeared to the Pontiff milder than 
he had dared to hope for; and wishing to keep up an 
appearance of faith with his ally Ferdinand, he asked the 
king of Prance to allow the latter to retire with his army 
unmolested through the ecclesiastical states ; but Ferdi- 
nand disdained this species of patrouage, and displaying 
more firmness as the danger became greater, waited to 
iasue from Borne by the gate of St. Sel^istian at the very 
same time in which Charles, armed at all points, with his 
lance in rest, as when be wasreoeived in Florence, entered 
by the gate of St. Maria de Popolo, the last day of 1494. 
. But terror closely dogged the heels of Alexauder YL, 
and before the king entered Rome, notwithstanding the 
promises and agreements made with the Ambassadors, he 
deemed it more prudent to shut himself up in the Castle 
St. Angelo, accompanied by only two Cardinals, Ballista 
Orsini, and Oliviero Carafifa, and by a strong garrison, 
on whose fidelity he thought he might rely. There he 
came to terms, and purchased by disgraceful concessions, 
both life and tiie triplo crown. 
. He gave as a guarantee of hia fait\i \x> ^^ "V^^^, H^^ 



He promised Min possession of the Kingdmu tH Ntpte^ 
and gave up Zizem, brother of BajtfBit, who liTod 4 prko*- 
ner in Borne, and from wfaom Charles meditattd demine 
great profit, and facilitating to himself by bis means the 
aoquisition of GoDstantinople, sinoe puffed up by the 
adulation of his courtiers, he purposed tuming his trium- 
phant arms towards the East ; and alreadjr dreamed of 
seeing the flag of lilies floating over those very moøques 
on which now shone the silver crescent. 

The Pontiff then gave him as a hostage his son, ihe 
Cardinal di Yalenza, who was to foUow the monarch 
in the semblance of an Apostolical Legate, but in reality 
ab a guarantee for the performance of the patemal 
promises. 

These conditions being conduded, the Pope retomed 
to the Yatican, and received with the usual pomp in the 
Church of San Pietro, the monarch, who first kissed his 
foot, then his face, and then according to the anoient rite> 
poured water over his bands in the Lavabo of the Mass. 
Of these acts of condescension the Pope wished an etemal 
memorial to be retained in the Yatican, by ordering a 
picture to be taken which represented them. William 
Brissonetto and the Bishop of Luxembourg were immedi-« 
ately created cardinals by the Pope, and no i)ompnor 
demonstration of friendship, was forgotten, to prove to the 
monarch of France, that he was reconciled to him. 

Charles remained in Borne about a month, and on the 
20th day of January, 1495, he set off towards Naples, the 
conquest of which was not to cost him more than 
becoming master of the capital of the Christian world. 

Scaroely, in faet, had the news arrived in Naples, of 

Charles of France having occupied Bome without resist« 

ance, and of Ferdinand having gone out with his forces, 

concentrating them tojNodictibe oon&aea,^\kSsx Ki\^<svai:^ 



88 

(tfound whom nged a terrible tempest) despeiring of 
Mug able to reøist the intemftl and extemal enemies bjr 
whom he wis threatened, forgetful of the glory which he 
had in so many wars acquired in Italy, determined to 
abandon his kingdom, giving up to his son Ferdinand, 
both the name of King and the sovereign authority ; he 
then fled to Mazari, a territory in Sicily, whioh had been 
given to him some time before by Ferdinand King of 
Spain. 

Meanwhile the new Monaroh of Arragon had soarcely 

reæiTod the tidings of his father*s flight, ere he hastened 

to his caiHtal, and without pomp assumed the regal title 

and authority; then he oollected as quiokly as possible 

fifty squadrons of horse and six hundred infantry, and 

prooeeded towardsSt. G^rmano, where he hoi>ed, fovoured 

by the oonyenient situation of the plaoe, to prevent the 

f urther ingress of the French. But with their usual 

impetus and valour, the latter had in a few days taken 

by assault, Monte Fortino, and Monte 8an Giovano, and 

had eommitted there, infinite aots of oruelty by putting 

all to titie fire and s word, sparing neither women nor 

ohildren. Hence they were preæded by a terrible fame. 

Such a mode of warfare having for oenturies been un- 

known in Italy ; fear took x)ossession of the Arragonese 

troops ; neither San Germano, nor Capua, nor Gaieta, 

opposed any valid resistanoe; on the contrary, some 

through the cowardice of their defenders, others through 

treachery, all by degrees, yielded to the arms of Charles. 

As the torren t approached the oapital, some moved by 

a desire for change, others favørers of the Anjou cause, 

openly incited the Neapolitans to rebellion ; then were 

plundered and sacked, the palaces of the new Kv[v%^^X^Sk 

stables burnt, and in faet every excesia ^^ Qic^^c&:a^^i^« 

ia ibtfgrMéåbåBmand tarnith ot ItAl^an ^<csn- 
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The wretoliedPrince,(every bopeof resistanoenowbelng 
lost ;) af ter having beheld the mad tumult of the peoplo^ 
re-entered Naples, and after having collected in the Piazza 
of Castle NuoYo, a royal habitation, many noblemen ond 
a crowd of plebians, absolved them all fircm the oath of 
fidelity which they had taken to him a few days before, in 
order that with less infamy and stain to the honour of 
their country, they might pass under a foreign dominion ; 
and with heroic firmness, and a courage worthy a young 
Prince, who had no sooner ascended a throne, than he 
saw himself compelled to descend from it, declared ha 
would not bury himself under the ruins of his country ; 
because he had a hope that better times were not tax 
distant, and because bearing with him an immaculate 
conscience, there remained the consolatory certainty of 
not having deserved to be deserted in so dastardly a wajr 
by his subjects. He then returned to the Castle, and 
freed from prison, all the barons who had escaped the 
cruelty of his father and grandfather. But suspecting that 
the Germans, in number aboat fifty, who had them in 
keeping, might take him prisoner, he gave up to them 
with subtle caution, all the riches contained in the place ; 
and while they were employed in dividing: them, he issued 
from the Castle by the Gate of Succour, and took his way 
towards the port. There he caused to be bumt, or sub- 
merged, all the vessels he found, not being able otherwisa 
to deprive his enemies of them, and afberwards ascending 
with his foUowers, some swift galleys that awaited them, 
he sailed to Ischia, an island about thirty miles from 
Naples. The grief of the young Prince at the sight of 
the superb city, which presented itself from the sea under 
its most magnificent aspect, only found vent by repeating 
that verse of the prophefs psalm, which says, "Unlesa 
^e Lord.keep ike tÅiy, tha waU>\umaiXL ^^<^'0(i>avkV*\BL 
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vain." Memorable words in the mouth of a young 
Monaroh; words which shew well that he would have 
governed his kingdom by those counsels which never 
remove from a people the protection of the Most High. 

Depressed then, bnt not overcome by misfortune, the 
young Prince arrived in a few hours before Ischia, and 
there was doomed to find from experience, that ingrali- 
tude and faithlessness, almost always follow in the wake 
of an unfortunate King. The Govemor of the Eook 
refused to reoeive him with the attendants who acoom- 
panied him, and only afber several long parlies, consented 
to admit Perdinand with one oompanion. 

Tbe meek disposition of this Prince, oould not endure 
snch a manifest wrong ; and entering the Bock alone, he 
threw himself with such fury on this rebel, that he over- 
came and shut him up in a tower, teirifying by this aet, 
and the remembrance of the royal authority, as many of 
the garrison as had wished to resist him. He then dis- 
embarked his people, and occupied himself quickly in 
providing for a defence, in case the arms of France should 
oome to attaek him in this Bock, already held of itself 
nearly impregnable. There he designed to await events, 
in order to take from them rule and pattem for ftiture 
oontingenoies. 
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Chapteb IX. 



Two fortresses alone opposed any effectoal resistanoe to 
Charles in Napels. Castle Nuoyo, a royal halHtatioii, 
defended by Alphoaso Davalos, Marquis of Pescara, and 
Castle dell 'Uovo, maintained by Ludovioo Trivulrio. 
But in Castle Nuovo as we have said, thera was a garri- 
8on of Gtorman infantry, who, although Alphonso Davalos 
was disposed to defend himself courageouslyt reAised to 
fight more, and sought to capitulate. 

Then that General, foUowed by two or three officers, 
retired to Ischia, preserving his faith to his Ein^r, and 
refusing to pay homage to the French Monarch. 

It was not thus with Ludovico Trivulzio. This Com- 
mandant, in spite of his age, advanced already, and also 
of a wound in his right hip, received some years befbre, 
was resolved to reject every proposal of friendly oompro- 
mise, confiding greatly in the yalour of his soldiers, by 
whom he was much beloved, notwithstanding his whim- 
sical humour. He had with him, Hannibal Trivulzio^ 
the young companion of Prince Frederic; who, after 
having fiUfiUed the orders received in Florence, and 
remitted to Ferdinand the papers in which were ex- 
plaiued the reasons of the changes or modifications in the 
jolan of the campaign, had taken the command of a 
BquadroD. of laace-pesstkåos, »nd tDdeiv m «acoi^\x<^ liSi^ 



instraotioxis given by the tuune Prinoe, and oonsigpaed ia 
him under seal, be bad sbut bimself up with his Mber in 
Castle dell 'XJovo, since bis regiment bad in spiteof all bis 
efforts, shamefuUy dispersed itself in San Germano. 

We must bere relate a circumstanæ wbicb, indepen* 
dently of the orders of bis superior, bad greatly oon- 
tributed to determine bim on sbutting bimself up in tbie 
E*ock, and even to render bis abode tbere so deligbtful as 
to induce a wisb, tbat tbe moment of bis departure migbt 
never arrive. Perbaps it migbt be tbe firm resolution to 
preserve, if it were possible, to bis legitimate lord, so 
important a point of defence, in tbe yery heart of tbe 
kingdom. Our readers sball judge for tbemselves wben 
tbey have perused a few pages of tbis diapter, and tbey 
will tben asærtain from tbem tbe cause of tbe melancboly 
wMch ft^owed tbe young warrior wben be acoompanied 
Prinoe Frederic into Tuscany. 

Tbe wound of Ludovico Trivulzio oocasioned bim, 
firom time to time, most cruel pains ; and tbe wisb to 
firee bimself from tbese torments, made bim easily lend 
an eartoall tbe cbarlatans and empirics wbo assured bim 
of a perfect cure, if be would submit to tbeir medioal 
treatment, and swallow certain drugs, wbicb be paid foF 
by tbeir weigbt in gold. Yery often deceived in bis 
expeetation, be bad nevertbeless been unable te resist tbe 
magnificent promises of a pbysician wbo united, to an 
imposing pbysiognomy and a grave exterior, a flowery and 
persuasive eloquence. The latter bad with bim a 
daugbter of about sixteen years old, and beautiful as 
Hope. Lucilla Malvezzi, for such was her name, bad 
one of tbose faces wbicb served as a model for the Grecian 
soulptors in tbe zenith of tbat nation'a %\ot^. ^VSJoaxs^ 
bewilderinj^ oarselves by attemplm^ \o ^\vt\»TKS ^^ 
o&onzv oftbis damæl, and perbaps wo m\^\> "Wi^ «vsl<:«w^i 



88 

suffioe it to say, that Lucilla was regalarly handsome, noi 
BO muoh in face, as in her shape and person. 

A severe critic might have wished kss breadth of fore- 
head, and greater vivacity in her eyes, a quality rarely 
wanting in black ones, and those of Lucilla were black as 
jet ; but this languor prooeeded perhaps from a state of 
melancholy, of which she herself knew not distinctly the 
cause. As for the rest, she contained in herself every 
quality which could adom her sex, and she had reoeived 
a very careful education ; sinoe the French and Italiaa 
languages were familiar to her, and another idiom more 
abstruse and less oommon, of which, however she rarely 
made use, having received from her father, a very severe 
prohibition to that effect. She had also been trained to a 
oertain degree of perfection in dancing and musio, the 
latter of which, formed one of her most favourite 
pastimes. 

Abel Malvezzi, the father of the damsel, had consented 
to endose himself with Trivulzio in this rock, not so 
much in order to obtain from this General a large sum 
promised him, in case he succeeded in completely curing 
the pain inflicted by his wound, as because particular 
motives obliged him to keep himself concealed. 

After some days however, two powerful reasons made 
him repent being shut up there, and he would fain at all 
oosts, have issued thence with his danghter. The first 
was the determination he saw in Trivulzio to defend the 
plaoe obstinately, and to bury himseh' under its ruins, 
rather than yield to Charles VIII, whom he looked upon 
as a very powerful usurper. The other, and one no 
less specious in his eyes, was his having discovered the 
impression made by the charms of Lucilla on the young 
Hannibal Trivulzio; and it had not escaped the aoute 
peaøtntion of this sagacious aon ot 1^\]2ia^\\]a, >SGAi(i^4( 



young warrior was anything but an indifferent objeot in 
the eyes of the beautiful girl; although a match of this kind 
could not natundly be displeasLng to him^sinoe the affection 
of the young Trivulzio had arrived at such a height as to 
make him wish for it, yet for reasons, of which in due 
time we shall inform our readers, the old Dootor would 
have looked upon it as an irreparable misfortune. But 
neither of these could he at this moment obviate, sinoe 
certainly the drawbridge would not be lowered to allow 
of his and his daughter's departure, without an order 
from the Gommandant; and the latt<)r, whose cure 
undertaken months before, had already cost him many 
hundred ducats, for medioines alone, composed by the 
same Esculapius, and consisting as he was assured of 
pulverized pearls, and the finest Yenice gold, mixed with 
other valuable drugs, which he said, only grew on Mount 
Sinai, was not in a humour to let this fox, whom bo now 
began to mistrust, escape from his bands, since the 
doctor's deeds, did not very well correspond with his 
magnificent promises. On the other band, it was difficult 
to oppose obstacles to the silent, but daily increasing pas- 
sion of the young couple, since living both togethcr under 
the same roof and eating at the same table, they had daily 
a thousand opportunities of speaking together, at least 
with their eyes— a language, which in love, according to 
those skilled in the passion, is more expressive than the 
richest and best spoken language in the world. 

Castle dell 'TJoyo, lay somewhat within the sea, upon a 
mass of an elliptical form, from which perhaps it took its 
name, and it was contiguous to the land, but had been 
long ago separated from it by Lucius Lucinius Lucullus, 
that famous Consul, who with a handful of soldlecs tm^ 
from Tigranes a hundred thousand. pT\aioi^<&T^^xi<^'E^^^^^^ 
to Borne laden with the treasuroa oi Axm^i^ ^A ^x^^ 
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there the honors of his triamph. At the epodi of whieii 
we speak, the Castle was joined to the shore at a little 
distance trom Naples by means of a narrow bridge, whioh 
was stayed on the land side, on an hezagonal platfcNrniy 
which jutted far out into the sea, and on whioh cannon 
might be disposed between wind and water, a very power« 
ful means of keeping an enemy's fleet, however numerous 
it might be, at a distance. The enemy's artillery, wher» 
planted on the shore, could yery well injure the wall of 
the Bock, but they struck vainly the flint stone on which 
were placed certain archers and fusiliers, who from the 
battlements of the wall, greatly annoyed the Frenoh 
artillery men; who placed openly as it were, had no 
other advantage than that given them by the inexpe- 
rience of the defenders of the Bock in using the cannon, 
since this diabolical invention was not yet brought to 
much perfection in Italy, and the enemy knew how to 
take advantage of this want of skill, by destroying and 
making breaches in the exterior works of the fortifioa- 
tions. But the archers and fusiliers, sheltered from the 
attacks of the Erench cannoneers, showered upon them a 
perpetual hail of hullets and arrows, which much dis- 
turbed the operations neoessary to reduce this Castle to 
obedience by means of force, if the garrison persisted in 
refusing to come to terms. 

The Frenoh had already oocupied the height of Pizzi- 
falcone, acliffoverhanging Castle dell 'Uovo, a placeon 
which had beon displayed, in former times, the pleasures 
and luxuries of the LucuUus above-mentioned. The 
Castle was there flanked by four towers, two of which 
looked towards the land, and two towards the sea ; all 
four were battlemented, and defended by good artillery. 
One which over-looked the sea, served as a habitation 
^ tbe Commsoidssit and bis tam\\y. lo. o\x^ ol >^<iMifb 



91 

aumients, when the besiegers had left the beneged in 
peaoe, there were collected in the oommon hall, the four 
personages aboye described, that is, Ludovioo Trivulzio, 
his son Hannibal, the old Malvezzi, and LuoiUa. 

It was towards the end of the month of Febmary, and 
a good fire always bumt on the hearth, since the humidity 
oftheplaoe rendered neæssary a precaution, which is 
generally superfluous in those countries so particularly 
favoured by nature. 

Ludovioo Trivulzio, seated in an arm chair, had un- 
folded before him on the table, a geographical map, and 
was foUowing with his finger, the route travelled by 
Charles to come into Italy. At a little distance from 
him, old Malvezzi, clad in a blaok tunic bound by a 
broad ribbon of the same colour, was seated with a large 
Yolume, written in what language is unknown, and was 
reading, or feigning to read. A long white beard de- 
scended al most to his book, and gave a certain air of 
gravity to a physiognomy which would have been rather 
ignoble, had he not known how to render it imposing by 
the habit of keeping himself constantly upright, and being 
always on his guard, chiefly when he was not alone. In 
those few moments, however, when he lost this caution 
(since it is impossible that the most consummate impostor 
should not sometimes forget the character he wishes to 
represent, so as to allow no glimpses of his own toappear,) 
in those few moments, we say, there was a certain malig- 
nant exprcssion in his eye, and a certain harshness in his 
features, which left on the mind an unfavourable im pres- 
sion which it was difficult to efface. He had also a certain 
suspicious restlessness, which is said ever to accompany 
crime, so that he turned at the leaat ao\rci<i) ^iit^i^^^Nxsgi^ 
he seemed absorbed in profound medita\A.oii. 
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with a rose in her leffc hånd, looking at the sea, which 
broke over the unequal stones that servedas a fonndation 
and a shelter to the edAfice, foaming and murmuring with 
a monotonous sound under her feet. A vest of the finest 
white linen covered her entirely from her neck to her 
feet, and a rose-coloured ribbon bound it at her waist, 
the only ornament which she wore. Her beautiful head 
was wrapped in a veil, the horders of which fell over her 
shoulders. Mournful reflections overshadowed her mind, 
since her eyes were wet with tears, which she had diffi« 
oulty in restraining. The young Trivulzio stood on the 
other side of the window, and seemed occupied in taking 
some stripes of rust from a Brescian blade, which had 
been found a short time before in the Castle, and which 
he purposed having mounted for his own use. Affcer 
some moments* silence, the commandant, placing his 
forefinger on the map which he had been looking over 
broke forth in these words : — 

" It seems impossible !— but if I had had only a hand- 
ful of determined people, I would have cut to pieces 
Charles, his army, and the whole of France. Here, here 
in this very spot, where Satan himself, with a legion of 
devils, could not pass without leaving a horn behind. 
Gome here Dootor, come and see ! throw aside your hor- 
lid books. It is all one I perceive, you will not find in 
them a remedy for my pains, and I am now persuaded 
you might make me swallow all the gums of Arabia, all 
the diamonds of Golconda, as well as the drugs of Sinai, 
and my torments would not be the less for them. Ck)me 
here, and judge for yourself, though I know well you are 
a bad judge ; and although your profession is that of 
aasassinating the human species, yet, nevertheless, you 
would not knovr how to kill a ¥xeiiio\iicQs«il\kQa brave 
inau — but it signi&es not, the tbm% \a ^ Q\e»x>ik3.\i\jo«S&3^ 



hersdf would understand it. Look, our people oooupy 
these passes. These are the mountains of San Germano ; 
do you see how steep and rugged they are? On this 
otherside, tbe deepest marshes would not let a mouse 
escape; here in front is the Gkuigliano. The enemy's 
army must necessarily pass by here — do you under- 
stand me P There is no other pass but this. Ferdinand 
had with him, fifty squadrons of cavalry, and a thousand 
infEUitry. Well guarded on the neighbouring mountain, 
even this pass, the pass of Canalle was in our power. 
Yet it«9pear8 impossibie, the Marshal di Gies, with only 
three hundred lances, and two thousand foot soldiers 
took the place "sans coup férir," as he has said himself-^ 
which means, if you do not understand Prenoh, ''without 
wounding a ne(^.'' Cursed ! and what neok could be 
wounded, if they are all necks fc^r the yoke or halter like 
ozen. If I had been there with two hundred of my 
foUowers. Oh ! Oh— my wound. Cursed be the bomb 
which burst in on evil hour, and drove apiece of it into my 
hip, and oursed be all the dootors in the world who have 
not yet found out the way to cure me." At this sacrile- 
gious exclamation against the faculty, old Malvezzi was 
about to reply gravely; but a second attack of paiu 
caused the Gommandant to continue his exclamation 
before the Doctor had time to open his lips. *' Oh ! oh ! 
cursed are ye, charlatans as ye are, cursed with your 
drugs, your orvietan, your salves"— and he would have 
continued with an apostrophe no less vehement than that 
of Tristram Shandy's father, against Hippocrates and 
Lord Yerulam in the 36th chapter, had not a momentary 
8usi>ension of pain, brought back to his mind the chief 
idea by which it was occupied. 

" We will suppose that they were toio^ ycl 'Okna \»as.'k 
wbloh waa not poæible— but in Capwar— ^Ytj ^^>3ck&i ^osi^ 
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defenfltheiiiødvBBinCapua? See^ Dwsto, tlilB d^ k M 
starong as any city in the world» altfaou^ firom ite vasl 
fflze, ii requires a numerous garriioiL It has i& frotnfe tlke 
Voltamo, wliidi herd is verjr døep aad entirely vathtå" 
abla—- But you are not heeding me Dootot : what I yaf^ 
hape you are angry at my ha^ing oalled yoa a oharlalaa ? 
Oome, 0(»n6, this is not tiie firat time, neither will tt be 
tlie last» that your ears will be saluted with this fine titte. 
Then, you loiow when I am not tortuied hy my pauis» I 
alwaystreat you with req)eot; I oall you Doetor, Do 
not bear maiioe with me, sinæ to-day I feel ctiq^oaieid t6 
swallow half-cMlqaen of those pills whioh you prepare for 
me in your laboratory, and for whicdi you make me pay s 
sequin eaoh." 

The Dootor i^proaohed, and appeoréd to pay more 
attention to the words of Trivulzio, 1^0 kept oon^taatiy 
øoing back from Capua to OaietS;, and from Gkdeta to 
Naples ; proving by mathematioal demonstrations^ that ^ 
the French ought to have been driven huk at aU points. 
While the two old men were occupied in this important 
examination, Hannibal Trivulzio, under thé pretenoe of 
needing more light, the better to polish the blade he had 
in his band, approached Ludlla, and oommenoed with 
her a oonversation of another kind. 

*'On what are your thoughts now tumed loyely 
Lucilla?" 

** And on what oan they be tumed, save on the oljeoti 
before my eyes ?" 

" Pardon me, but I think I see tears in your eyee ; and 
it does not seem possible that the waves of the seis break* 
mg over these rocks can cause them." 

Lucilla only answered by a sigh, and Hannibal oon^ 
tinued. 

'Sigbs tmd tetml ohanning éxV\ iQviL\)a8^ 
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seoret thai waighs on yoor heari" LuoilU sighed a 
seoond timø. ''If I oould but allemte your troubl6s 
•R^f I only knøw their eause." 

^Even if it were true tha6 I had flome diBtrening 
aaoret, oould I ohoose as a oonfidant a young man of your 

And why not ? Do you think me insensible to what 
affliot you F or do you beHeve your oonfidenoe would 
bo bøMer i^oed m an old man, who perhaps would not 
understand you, and who would deride instead of oon- 
Biting you? " 

" It might be so ; but then I feel myself still leas dis- 
poaed to open my heart to an old man than to a youth 
likeyou." 

** Come then, sinoe you have hore no oHier dhoioe, I 
beg of you to honour me by oommunioating the souroe of 
your diiqnietude. Enow that grief divided, is half light- 
ened. Ferhaps too, I might have a seoret to impart to- 
yoUk Bncourage me by your example.'* 

" YoU) my lord a seoret to impart to me !" 

" Tes, sweet Lucilla ! Would to Heayen your trouble 
HMght have the same sourøe as mine." 

*' It is not possible my lord ; it is not possible. Your 
situation is as distant iVom mine as the heayrøis from the 
eaith." At these words the young Trivulzio remained 
somewhat mortified. After some fen seoonds' silenoe he 
dar^d to raise his eyes to the faoe of Luoilla, and saw 
that Uie oolc^ of sofurlet had oovered her oheeks, whioh 
were habitually somewhat pale, and she oast down her 
eyélids^ ^boking the leayes from the rose she held in her 
band« like a person who feels herself under painfhl em^ 
baarraismønt; not knowing how to resume the thx^AA. ^^ 
his discourse^ the youth occupied Vmnse\il \XL\ASiisax% ^sc^^ 
re^pmmg a small napkin over the \A«Å^ l^^N* ^^^^^^ 
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having spent abont two minutee in this operaAåon, finding 
the blade shining as a mirror, and Ludlla's rose plucked- 
to the yery roots of the pistils, he was obliged to find some 
means of freeing himself firom this critioal situation. 

Hannibal, who laoked neither ^drit nor penetraitaøn, 
saw, that if he continued silent a minute longer, the 
maiden would withdraw; and anxious to re-oommenoe 
the oonyersation in some way, he oared not in what; he 
raised his right hånd, extended it with the palm upwards, 
and lightly blew upon it. 

** What do you mean by this aot, my lordP^ enguired 
the damsel timidly. 

"I mean, that my hopes eyaporate like the breaih 
which kisses my hånd— like the leaves of the rose, t(»ii 
from their chalice by your delioate fingers." 

"It would be painfUl to me to oooasion you any sorrow, 
but I am sure I have not said asyllable that oould griøve 
you." 

"Since you are sure of this, I have oanse to be oon- 
soled ; and if I dared to add— if I had courage to oonfide 
to you—" 

The report of a cannon sounded over the roof, and the 
ball passing beyond the tower, sank into the sea. 

Ludlla^ although accustomed to this noise, drew baok 
a few paoes, and the old Trivulzio suspending his de- 
monstrations said—'* They have begun again. Go Han- 
nibal, fly ; run to the pallisades of the bridge ; take oare 
always to have the blinds* re-fastened every time a boll 
discomposes the bavings or gabions. Let the archers 
always take aim at the artillerymen, and so render Yain 
their wish, to level their cannon with precision." While 
he spoke, Hannibal covered his head with a yery shining 

* Blifkii, Å fence for icouts and aenVixieV«, tcAdft of reeds aad 
bu$be8, to hide tfiem from the en«my. 
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helmet, surmounted by a tigress and six white featherv. 

Then Ludlla took courage to say, it would be better 
she thouglity if he were to put on a less brilliant helmet, 
for that the enemy would certamly oontrire to wound 
the captams in preferenoe to the soldiers, if they oould 
reoognize them by their armour. This tender solicitudø 
filled the young hero with joy, and consoled him for the 
unweloome oannonnade whioh had interrupted him in 
the yery midst of his deolaration. 

He thanked the damsel more with his eyes than his 
]ips,and taking a brown helmet, little dissimilar from that 
of a oommon soldier, he repaired to his post full of oon- 
fidence and courage. 

The <^d Trivulzio lefb the map of Italy— unfolded 
before him the plan of the fortress whioh he was defend- 
ing, and having made some annotations with his Tpencal ; 
he arose, and as he went out desired the doctor to prepare 
his pills for the night. 

*'May a pill Arom the mortar of a Prenchman enter 
your breast, and oure you in a moment of all your pains." 
said old Malvezzi, when the commandant was no longer 
within healing. "May all the plagues of Egypt be showered 
upon you, and torment you and your son as they did 
Job." 

''And why, sir, give vent to so many imprecations on 
this brave general, and his excellent son ?'' said Luoilla. 

''Ah, yes, on his excellent son !— on the brave general 
you oould bear them ! but on his excellent son you would 
not like them to falL Is it not so ? Now listen and mark 
well ! If you give ear to this wretched youth, I will pluck 
you both up as I would root up herbs for a deooction, and 
if you look at him again with that languishin«^ «si^\&!S^sss!^- 
oholy air, I wiJJ stick a red-hot VroiL m l^xa ^i^»'k"«^ 
Nebaobadaez&a^ did to ZedékiaDi.'' 
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"But, or," repliød Ludlla Bhudd«ring at his oniel 
speech. 

"Sir, sirl^Why do you not say my fiitherF «re you 
ashamedtooallmebyliiatname? Come bere," addod ke 
(in a leas bitter tone.) "Listen, I am willing to tell you 
the oause whioh makes me abhor this plaoi^ and him 
who inhabits it; and the reasonB wby you ought not to 
give heed to the young TriTulmo— What ha^e we now to 
hope for, from this imbecile old man P-^-obetønate aa he la 
in defending this rook*-*I ezpeot evory moment a bcnnb 
wiU burst over our heads and bury us under the nuns at 
the tower. Hear how the balls are whistling. They ara 
not the trampets of Jericho, and if the Frenoh enter by 
foroe,whatwillbeoQmeofu8p They wiUoastuslike the 
children of Israel into a fiimaoe, or caose ns to be de- 
Youred by dog? as Jehu did JezabeL Surø>ote alio thali 
we surrender by oq^tulation, what diall I haye gained by 
shutting myself up here with this !E)gloni? If Ihava 
ppoketed some ducats, of great use they will prove to me^ 
sinoe for the future all will be over : the least that oan 
be&l him, is to be banished, and to be dei^iled of all his 
goods. With regard to you, Luoilla^ you are resørved fat 
a higher destiny. You ought not to limit your ambition 
to manring a mere captain who will soon have no more. 
than the uniform on his baok, if the Prench leave him 
even that. At present I will not tell you more; but I 
may add, that you are more beautiful than Abigail, more 
graceM than Bebeoca^ and ought to shine in the palaoe 
of an Ahasuerus. Believe your father who loves you, and 
who has no other aim than his own-^that is, your fortune 
and your splendour." 

At these words the wretohed Ludlla made no r^ply, 
save by weeping profUsely. An intemal repugqanoe drove 
JhmlterJips tbe word £ftther, 6v«ry laisoft ^>«i^da^(«Bm^. 



oldHftltettL Shtt knevr him t6 bd å vUlaiii, an ad6pl 
in every orime, altiioiigli he took grdofe pains (o wear a 
mask bofora famr, and to aiypaar in bar eyas an h<yn68fe oha- 
raoter^ Notwitbftaading all hig eflbrts, he had been nn« 
able to conoeal from her the faet, that gold was bis ohief 
idol, and that he oontidered all means IsiwteA to acctoire it 
Lndlla wha had a refinad and geneioos mind, Mushed 
ø?ery time he spokø of gain and treaøores to be hoped tor, 
A secret Toioe UAå her Bhe ought to ndstmst this old 
man, ^hom abe tainly endeavoured to look upon aB a 
ikther, and wbom die never oonld aoonstom herself to 
ky?e as snch. 

8he had hoirever no other reeson to doubl her belong- 
ing to him by this olose tie, than a oonfiised, distant reeolu 
leotion of having lived with other people, and spoken a 
dififorent language before she found herself obHged to take 
kmg Yoya^ and jonmies aooompanied by MalvezBl On« 
of her lasting souroes of habitual uueasiness, besides the 
oovetous oharacter of Abel, (a pasnon whioh had oftea 
induoed him to eommit the basest actions, the relation of 
whidbi would now be superfluous, mnoe they will in the 
progress of this tale expose him to his very marrow) wa» 
her ignorance at sixteen, of the MMøion to whidi she 
belcmged. 

In the various dties she vie&ted, she had bemi eompelled 
to asi^ at ^e rites of our own religion^ atthose of the 
Greek chureh, and even at the oøremonies of the Uebrew 
(r^agogues. When she ventored to ^iterinto private dis« 
nourse witibi Malvezzi on these inoonsistenoieB, he answered 
that a daughter ought only to be guided by the oounseia 
of her fibther ; that nnoe he judged it proper for her so to 
aot^ she ought to bdieve it was the best niode^8SL<l^}cfi^ 
be^døi^ all the religions in the ^woxVi^oc^ ^x^ ^«^xdsis^ 
2tfiuiato 0/ tiie Aune tree, axid tbati W ^irat^^ 



the form of the prophet, the Measiah, the Saviont, iha 
calf, or an onion, &a, &a was all tdie same ; but that how- 
eyer it was best to speak with no one qb tilis subjeot, but 
to refer herself in eyerytiliin& and t<x ererjrtiung to her 
fatber. 

These reasonings, howoTer speoious, did ao^j in aay way 
oonvinoe the young girl, who, amongit her other qualities 
had a natural and most exquisite good sense, whioh, in 
matters of religion held the plaoe of instruction. 

Old Malvezzi had his own reasons, whidi will herealter 
develope themselves, for leaving the young Lucilla in 
ignoranoe of the religion of her parents; and he even tried 
to keep her in a state of doubt as to what conæmed him 
personally when speaking on the subject of religion. But 
in spite of the pains he took, it was impossible not to 
betray himself. The abuse which he made of the names 
and foots in the old testament, and more than all, his in- 
satiable desire of amassing money, even by the vilest 
means, proclaimed him a true descendant of the tribe of 
Judah, even if he were not a lineal one of that very 
Isoariot, who infamously sold his master for thirty pieoes 
of Silver. 

The discourse of Malvezzi with Lucilla had caused the 
tears of this amiable girl to flow again. She answered 
however with sufficient firankness, that he was at liberty 
to betray the good faith of TrivuMo in any way he 
pleased, sinoe she had not the power to oppose him; but 
with regard to what personally conoerned her, she en- 
treated him not to trouble himself by endeavouring to 
procure for her riches and splendour, as she felt within 
herself something that encouraged her to live in a re- 
stricted sphere if she wished to enjoy peaceful days. 
Speaking thus, it was not that the young girl held as 
Motbing the izi&inous proijects o£ t\na YnK»\A\i, W\> «vs^tU 
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eDCé'liad often tanght her, that to speak of honor, of 
loyalty, of disinterestedness to the Jew, was exactly like 
speaking to the winds, and she knew, with greater oer- 
tainty than she wished to have knowD, that he would not 
give a hair of his beard to be an honest man, although he 
wished to be considered as suoh, but only for the sake of 
being able by this means to deceive those who oonfided in 
him. 

Å.t the answer of the maiden he looked at her with an 
air of contempt to which she only opposed a noble pride, 
becanse oonsoious of her own dignity. 

''Simpletonr'said he, "Simpleton ! and where would 
you epjoy peaceful days if not in the bosom of opulenoe? 
Betray good faith indeed ! And shall the desire to sheU 
ter ourselves firom the misfortunes which threaten our 
lives, be called betraying good faith ? If we are enveloped 
in the ruin of the Ammonites, do you think another 
Jeptha will come to firee us^ But what is the use of 
arguing— you are but a silly girl, and I am too indulgent 
to spend my breath in trying to explain things above 
your comprehension. Keep however this maxim well in 
your head. In the age in which we live, gold is for men 
the pillar of åre which guided the Israelites through the 
most intricate paths, and without which they would at 
every step have stumbled against some obstacle, and 
could never have arrived in safety. The waves of the red 
Sea stand like two walls above our heads ; let us hasten 
to gain the shore, ere precipitating themselves over the 
host of Pharaoh they drag us in with it." 

The girl answered not a syllable to this discourse, and 
seating herself near the window, took up her embroidery 
and began to work. 

Old Malvezzi again resumed \ns\K>oV,røÅ.^Tv<i^\ft^^* 
cupjr bimselfin reading ; but the noiaft ol >3>aft ca»»oxk>'<5«s.^ 
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reports of whioh suooeeded eaoh other rat>idl jr, go diskirbed 
him as entirely to withdraw his attention. He closed 
then his large volume in folio, and proæeding to the room 
which served him as a shop, shut Mmself np there to pro- 
pare the pills destined for Trivulzio. 

Meanwhile the maiden lefb alone, began to commnne 
with herself and examine the critical situation in whi<^ 
she was placed. "Wretched girl." Said she, whiletrying 
With her needle, to work over again a flower in which she 
had not succeeded well. "Wretched girl that I am ! Is 
it possible ? Can I be the daughter of a man with prin- 
ciples so thoroughly opposed to my own ? Ah ! rather 
would I believe that I owe my life to a bear, tiian that I 
belong to this Jew ! If I had really the misfortune to be 
his child, I should content myself with weeping over his 
destiny more than my own; and were he a thousand 
times mbre wicked than he is, I should have no other 
thought than to pray Gtoå to have pity on him and on 
me. But no, it is not possible, I feel that it is not pos- 
sible; a confused remembrance comes across me of other 
(^untries, other climes, other attachments, of which 
he has always avoided giving me any token. The lan- 
guage which I now speak, and those which were taught 
ihe four and five years afterwards, were not the same £ 
lisped in my infanoy. The Italian language is sweet and 
beautiful ! but it seems to me that one still more har- 
moniouS first sounded in my ears. Yet if I am not his 
iaughter, why does he keep me with him P Why did he 
give himself so much trouble to have me taught foreign 
laiigttages— to have me rendered a perfect embroideress— 
skillfiil in musio and dancing ? it is however true that he 
has never taught me any of the essential qualities wluch 
shoulå ståom a maiden. My ignorance in matters of 
religion wonlå lisve beén great, ^«A lio^. Q«A \axww^\ 
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early enli^teued me. I should have no priaciples eithier 
of honor or honesty, had I foUowed no other couosels 
than those I have received from Malvezzi! Ah! thiø 
alone would suffice to conviuce me that he is not my 
father ! Oh ! gracious God, for what am I reserved ? To 
shine in the palaæ of an Ahaeuerus ? — ^What does he 
mean by this ? " 

Here her considerations were interrupted by loud cries 
prooeeding from the bastion, to the destruotion of which 
the fire of the Prench was particularly directed. Be* 
flections of another kind succeeded those which had 
occupied her till this moment. 

" These ories ! what do they signify ? Can they be the 
heralds of some terrible misfortune ? Do they not issue 
from the bastion of the bridge ! and the bastion of the 

bridge is it not defended by ^Immortal Grod! Can 

it be possible ? But— Why should I be so much more 
distressed for him, than for so many others who daily 
fall under the enemy's fire? Why? Ah! the cause 
is too well known to me; and my heart can explain 
it with greater candour than my lips dåre to do. How 
amiable is this youth! His disposition generous, mild« 
hrave, loyal !— In the palaoe of an Ahasuerus ?— Ah I 
oould I be happy in a palaoe^ if I were obli^ed to pass my 
days with a man like you, oh, Israelite, whose idol is that 
of Baal, if indeed you worship any other than your gold ?" 

In refleotions of this kind the moments were passed 
by the young girL When sUence succeeded the damours, 
her uneasiness increased to suoh a degree, that she could 
no longer bear the state of perplexity. She proceeded 
therefore towards a watch tower, which commanded a 
view of the city of Naples, and the bastion. Yila\<j^^ ^«^a» 
attacked. From thenoe she had uo CaS&.Q\]W)^ Ssv^!^stf:^Ta>s^% 
thejrouth for whova her hewrt palpi\a^<^^» wx^^o ^^\i^* 
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though ezposed to the fire of the besiegers, stiU unhiut, 
rendered her more calm, and she desoended again into the 
large hall where she oould oocupy hersélf for some hours ; 
and thus lessened the state of agitation whidi tormented 
her. 

Thoughts of a different kind entirely oocapied the mind 
of the gloomy Israelite. " If the resistance of this Åbner 
(said he to himself) were carried beyond oertain bounds, 
there is no doubt that the French, on taking the pUrøe by 
assault would put the ganison to the edge of the sword.^ 
It was undoubtedly true, that neither he nor the yoiing 
Lucilla formed part of it ; but who could guarantee them 
in the first moments of victory firom the violence of the 
^ctor? It was then necessary to seek some meansof 
preventing so fatal an issue to their adyentures, an issne 
however which was not likely to take plaoe; for though 
the French had commltted many acts of cruelty ; yet from 
the timejthat Charles had set foot in Naples, he felt the 
necessity of restraining these barbarous excesses; and 
although he did not use his best endeavours to subdue the 
people more by mildness than by force, yet it is probable 
that he would rather have honored the courage of an old 
soldier, faithful to his legitimate soTereign, by whom had 
been entrusted to him the defence of a point, important 
both to the city and the sea. But the cowardice incidental 
to the proscribed race ot Israel, augmented by the fear 
eyer attendant on a conscience laden with crime, magni- 
fied the real danger, and created more that was imaginary. 
"If I could (thought he) if I could procure certain 
drugs— but it is impossible ; and then the affair would be 
dangerous, because more than one person is concemed« 
Two at least mustlbeTgot rid of ;^and if the plan failed ?— 
I/IshouJd he at all suspected, unable as I am to save my 
Jife bjr my IcQif-'ÅiL yes! they \)otbL ^esetNe \\)»\}aft ^^ 
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inan on one aooount; the young man on another. But 
how then shall I get out of this straight ?] Ilnspire me ye 
prophets, patriarohs of the God of Abraham !— yet what 
do I say ? The patriarohs and prophets would be no less 
embarrassed than I am were they in this situation, and 
that little fool Lucilla ! I expect her, with her maxims of 
Tirtue, of honor, of loyalty, (obsolete names, now banished 
from the dictionaries of every language) to be throwing 
some obstaole in the way of my flight from Egypt. Ah ! 
it was madness in me to shut myself up in this pnson. It 
was the greatest possible aet of madness ! but I shall oon- 
trive to get out, even if like Sampson I carry the gates 
away on my shoulders." 

"His refieotions had arrived at this point, when the shout 
that had terrified Luoilla reached the ears of Malvezzi. 

" If this noise should but announce the falling of the 
walls, l^e those of the temple of Gaza^ burying imder 
them all the Philistines!^ — Here he hastened to a window 
and beheld, to his regret^ that the oonfUsion prevailing on 
the bastion, did not indicate any mishap, but seemed 
caused on the contrary, by some advantage that had been 
obtained ; and in faet it was thus, Hannibal TriTulzio had 
levelled a cannon with such precision, that it had dis- 
ohai^ed its contents into the mouth of an obex of extra- 
ordinary size, which had greatly iiyured one flank of the 
bastion. The old man then letting fall the shutter OTer 
the window, crouched down in a oomer, and meditated 
on the means of escaping from the misfortunes by which 
he was threatened. 



Chåptes X 



Meanwhile Charlcis gave himsélf up to all the intcm- 
oation of a oonqueror, who^ like Cæsar, bad put thd eneinr 
to flight before he had arrived at the SM. of hattle ; but a 
storm gathering at his back threat^aed to l»reak the 
course of such uoheard of prosperity. 
, The haying occupied Pisa and yarious fortresaes of the 
Horentines, and the having left also a ganrison at Sienna, 
anÅsk the principal points of the Pontåfical states, were proofe 
that the maintaining for himself the aoquisition of the 
kingdom of Naples was not his sole intention; hence iho 
oommon peril, which rendered more oiroumspect the leaser 
princes and republics, who were menaced with a general 
subjection. 

Ludovioo exerted every foculty of mind and body to 
avert the tempest from his states and to take revenge on 
Charles, who akeady unsuspeoted by himself, had raised 
internal enemies around him, amongst the chief of whom 
were the heads of the Guelph party in Milan, his rivals 
and competitors ; therefore, taking off the mask, he began 
by detaining six galleys which were arming in the port of 
Genoa^ and were designed by the king of France for the 
reduction of Ischia. 

Alexander VI waited with impatience the moment, not 
anJlr for witbdnwing from the ¥reTiQ\L doTOMivyos, \svx\» 
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also for revenging himself on Charles, were it only for tbe 
fright which be had caused 1^. 

No less ready for revenge wad Maximilian Cæsar, em* 
peror of the Bomans, to whom through various reasons of 
enmity with the crown of Franoe, and for yarious injuries 
received from Charles, the prosperity of the French was 
very obnoxious. 

Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, publicly deolared tbat 
they could not allow the states of tbe churoh to be in- 
vaded by those arms, which Charles ought to ha^ tumed 
with greater effioaøy against tbe infldels; and altbougb 
they had pledged themselves to the king of Franco not to 
oppose his acquisition of Naples, (if this kingdom juri- 
dically belonged tohim),they had warily known howto 
interpose clauses, which, in &ot were only cavils, but even 
cavils, become in some bands powerful claims, especially 
when they can be maintained by tbe right of foroe. 

Prince Frederic had arrived in Venice, and there bad 
so exerted himself, tbat the senate of tbe republic did not 
besitate to put itself at tbe head of a league destined to 
overtum the power of Charles in Italy. 

This senate had been parficularly ofifended and threat- 
ened, since Charles went about with much imprudenoe, 
boasting aloud that those wbo bad refused to unite with 
bim should shortly have cause to repent, and therefora 
hé tx>uld not see, or saw with an eyil eye, the ambassaders 
of the republic. 

AU tbe ambassaders of fbe above named power bad met 
in Yenioe, and in tbe disposition of things just related, 
Uiere was in tbe name of tbe req)eotive princes, defi- 
nitively there contracted and arranged, in the month 
of April, the Italian confedwation. 

This league being unable to Temaaxv. Vwi^x 0530!^ '»s^- 
<^ed, gave itself, fyr right Mid \aEa\»>^<b%riL«»<» ^^^ ^^^^ 
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States of each power; but it was seoretly agreed tfait tfae 
Spaniards who already oocupied Sidly, should iiEivor the 
return of Ferdinand of Arragon into Calabria^ wh^re he 
still preserved a powerfdl par^: that the Yenetians 
fihould attack the maritime plaoes : tiiat Ludovioo should 
endeavour to occupy Asti, where the Duke of Orleans had 
remained with a small foroe^ to prevent fresh aids reach* 
ing Charles from Franoe, and that the emperor of the 
Bomans and the king of Spain (reoeiving supplies of 
money fi;pm the other oonfederates) should, with a nu- 
merous army, carry the war into the very heart of Pranoe. 

We ought here to add, in order to bring to a termi- 
nation these rapid sketches of the afl&irs of Italy at that 
time, that the Florentines had been invited with great 
offers to take part in the oonfederation, and oertainly if 
any of the powers who composed it, had just oause of 
oomplaint against the king of Franæ^ it was this republic; 
onoe the monarch in spite of all the promises made by 
him in Florence, not only refused after his acquisition of 
Naples, to restore the fortresses occupied by his troops, 
but likewise favored pubhcly the rebellion of the Fisans 
and the Siennese, who wished at his instigation to with- 
draw from the Florentine power; notwithstanding this 
however, under these drcumstances an entirely different 
party prevailed. 

Friar Girolamo Savonarola had been by degrees aoquir- 
ing the credit, and fame of a prophet, whether bec»use 
Bome years before, he had predioted the calamities that 
befel Italy, or because he knew how dexterously to 
foresee from the present, what would happen in future, 
and to lead the multitude astray, by making the Divine 
authority serve for the designs whioh he meditated. 
!rherefore, after having succeeded in establishing a popular 
gorermaent^ imd having oLoeed every vT«a\y& \a >S[^<4 
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rettum of the Medici, he used every effort to prerent tfae 
pope from withdrawing himself from the French do- 
minion, hoping by this means the more easily to destroy 
his authority. Thus changing aooording to the form taken 
by events and circumstanæs, he predioted to the Floren- 
tines much happiness, and an amplitude of empire, if they 
continued to preserve the friendship of Charles. 

He assured them besides, that the destniotion of the 
oourt of Borne was imminont^ and although neither his 
opposers nor incredulous persons were wanting, neverthe- 
iess, by the greater part of the people and by many of the 
principle citisens he was believed and seoonded. 

Florence then, persisted in refusing to take part in the 
oonfederation ; and thus, this republio whioh at first had 
firightened Charles, when he appeared in Italy aooom- 
panied by an army Iresh and untouched,had refrained 
firom beooming his enemy, when fortune seemed disposed 
to tam her baok upon him. While these things happened 
in the western part of Italy, that is, while prinoes, weak 
in themselves united together, and beoame by these means 
formidable; Charles lived in Italy amid delights and 
luxuries. (Jnmindful of being on a volcanio soil, and in- 
gtead of endeavoring to subdue aU the fortresses and cities 
whioh still sided with the Arragonese, and to reduce the 
people to devotion, by making himself fanuliar with all, he 
acted in faet in an entirely different way, so that there 
remained still impregnable, the islands of Ischia, of lipari, 
Beggio, Tena Nuova, Brindisi, Galhpoli, Manzia^ and 
Turpia. The nobility in general were nottreated with dis- 
tinotion, although there were accorded to several of them 
many exemptions, but without discrimination, more par- 
tioularly to those who knew how to purohafi^ tJlQi&\si. 
through subaltern agents. 

Tbe£AvoTerB <^ the Aojou yxc\^ ^^t^ ixoNk^'OKA'*^!^:*^®^ 

lå 
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sinoe a porHon of this action were alienated team the 
Frenoh monarch, because a thousand diffioulties were 
raised about the restoration of the statcs, and the property 
taken from them by the old Ferdinand and Alphonso. 
The natural pomp of the French, too, contributed in 
no slight degree to the uniyersal dkoontent, augmented 
by the ease of the Yictory,.«- * --^i^ itself insolent and 
haughty, — at least by the oontømpt shøwn for the Italian 
nune, and by the lioentious demeanour of the soldiers in 
the plaoes wfaere they had lodged. 

These motiTes were more than sufficient to make hatred 
succeed to affection; and self-love wounded, interests 
aggrieved, and pablic expeotation deceived, awoke in fhe 
hearts of all, an ardent wish for Ferdinand, whose moum- 
tuX vidsatudes wrøe remembered with oompassion, and as 
it were, with enthusiasm ; the firmness ^lown by him on 
the day, when abandoned by his x)eople and surrounded 
by his enemies he had quitted Naples, not as a fdgitive 
like his father, but as a lion, who planges into l^e faeart 
of the fore&t because he cannot in a moment tear to pieoes 
the hunters by whom he is encircled. 

The dismay of the French monarch was great,<m hear- 
ing of the formidable league that was established a4i 
Venice, and he soon thought of assembling his ooundl, 
chiefly to deyise means for averting the evils with which 
they were threatened. After many suggestions, eaoh 
differing more than the other fh>m its predeoes6(»', it was 
finally oonoluded that new aids Ehould be hastily Inroug^t 
from France, either in order to oocupy the troops of 
Ludovioo Sforza, or, because united with the garrison of 
the duke of Orleans, they might proceed farther if need 
required it. That fiattery tind great offerings should be 
trieå in oråer to separate the pontiff from the league, 
eUber to obtain from him, the proHUBedi i^Qøa^ia&VQa ^\ ^dc^s^ 
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kingdom of Naples, or because he should not aogment the 
enemy's force with his soldiers, and more particularly 
with money; that meanwhile, the French army should 
be divided equaliy, one of which should remain with 
the kingdom in charge, the other should aooompany 
the sovereign into Franoe, and send haok aids and rein« 
forcements. 

There were chosen as commandants of the garrisons^ 
besides, several French generals and Italian oaptains, all 
enemies of the housa of Arragon, who had everything to 
gain and nothing to lose, in case tiie party of Ferdinand 
should prevail. Gilbert Montpensier was chosen general of 
the kingdom, with the title of viceroy; the prince of Sale- 
rus, high admiral ; the seneschal of Beloari ^ as sent into 
Gkiiete^ Graziano into the Abruzzi; and to all, in order 
to enoourage them to an obstinate defence, were given 
lands and castles ta'^en from oounts and barons, the par« 
tisans of Ferdinand. At the same time, Monsieur Fransi 
was sent to the pope to induoe him not to delay giving to 
the king of France possession of the kingdom of Naples^ 
a possession which he would accept, even with the con-, 
dition that he should consider it as nothing, in case it 
should be hereafter discovered that tiie kingdom did not 
juridic^lly belong to him. 

He desired also to have a free passage through the 
states as a friend, promising on his side, the restitution of 
Civita Yecchia and Terraoina, then held by a French 
garrison, as well as Ostia^ just conquered by the Colonneee, 
swom enemies to the ponti£ 

He tiien ordered that they should proceed with the 
greatest diligence to the reduction of Castel dell 'Uovo, 
(where we have lefb the principal personages of o^ax ^csriS 
threatening a terrible end to the gattiaoxLm ^sft&i^'^'^^^i^^^ 
perast in its mad defenoe of iVya rock. T3lON« XJasa^^'^sss^*^ 
were reoeived by Trivulzio we BhsAi ^ox^^ ^«»* 
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Having thus given this slight sketch of afiSurs in Italy ; 
before we resume the thread of events whioh oocurred m 
Castel dell 'Uovo, it may please our readers that we should 
add a few words respeoting prince Frederic, and the youth 
he had brought with him to Yenioe. This eztraordinary 
boy had attached himself in a particular way to his bene- 
factor, and every day displayed qualities superior to his 
birfch and education, sinoe he had with great facility and 
intelligence leamed the duties of a good soldier, and in 
spite of his tender age Ailfilled them with singular fore- 
flight. CarefUl, quick, and eager in everything that oon- 
oemed Don Frederic, he hung on his words, and seemed 
to gaess,as it were, his very thoughts. Hence it ajroee, that 
if the youth loved the warrior he was no less beloved by 
him in return, sinoe the latter took every pains to seoond 
his charming disposition, and to cultivate those talents 
with which nature had so åbundantly fovored him. Thus 
great part of the prince's leisure from his diplomatic fUnc- 
tdons, was occupied in watching over the education of his 
fovorite, and in a short time there was no one that oould 
equal him in the management of a horse, however spirited 
it might be. No one who could hit a mark more dez- 
terously with a bow or a carabine. He had beside8,made 
himself master of the Italian tongue, and got rid of that 
mixture of languages used by the Franks, which was not 
however without its charms in the moutb of a handsome 
boy. In fine, scarcely two months had elapsed, ere Don 
Frederic appointed him his aid-de-camp; and perhaps no 
one was more fitted to go through its duties, often diffi- 
Gult and dangerous especially during an aotive war. He 
had seen his father again, for whom the prinoe prooured 
promotion, which he merited so much the more, from 
JoBving served the republio, or a prince dependent on the 
l9^^, for twelve yeors with ae muoYi Ms^\is ^ o^raxwi!^ 
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The greatrø were the efforts of the besieg^rs to reduoe 
to extremity those who defended Gastle dell 'TJovo, so 
much the greater was the obstinacy of Trivulzio, in 
refusmg any oovenant ør compromise : meantime the 
dktress and fears of the old Israelite increased, sinoe he 
failed to find in his Yolumes and in his head (fertile in 
diabolical inventions) the means of freeing himself fh)m 
this dilemma. Save poisoning, he found no remedy ; but 
for this, there were wanting, as we before hinted, the 
necessary ingredients, at least to snoceed without oom- 
mitting himself, sinoe those he had at hånd, were of a 
nature easily to be known for poisonous substances, by 
the effects they would produoe. Besides, it was necessary 
80 to aet, that a crime of this important nature, should 
not proye totally unproductive to his own purse. Itwas 
oertainly true that he had in his room, a small boz, 
in which he said he only kept some valuable oriental 
manuscripts, but if these manuscripts had fallen into the 
hånds of the oonquerors, it is more than probable that 
they would not have been so easily restored to their 
original owner, although none of the former knew a 
syllable of the Turkish language. 

Afber oonsidering and reooneadenn^ ioi «iVycL%>ass^^«^<^ 
ånfdly anived at the foUowing detonmxvdjtoii* ^"^^ ^** 
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while he was reading in his great books, seated in the 
hall of the Tower above described, the two Trivulzios 
had together a oonversation which then appeared to him 
of little interest, but of which however, acoording to his 
laudable oustom, he had not lost a syllable. 

The efforts of the Fren(^appeared direoted to the orer- 
fhrow by their artillery^^e gate at the bridge, and to 
the dismantling of the fortifioations which defended it; 
perhaps, because it was their intention to penetrate by 
this into the Gastle, when they had sucoeeded in weaken- 
ing the points from which the cannon of l^e Arragonese 
poured mnrderous shot the whole length of the bridge^ 
which being rather narrow, did not permit t^e assailants 
to present themselves with an ettended firont. Trivulso^ 
whose observation the enemy's purpose did not escape^ 
had caused the bridge to be undermined half way, and 
had sucoeeded without the Prench being aware of thi^ 
owing to a local circumstance by which the old Malvesad 
designed afterwards to profit. In the base of the parapet 
of this bridge had been made, when it was constructed, a 
secret passage about a span's breadth, whi(^ ran the 
whole length and communicated with the shore; where it 
had the appearance of an opening destined to serve as an 
outlet to the water, which might otherwise have oolleoted 
on the bridge. The light &om the mouth of the spout^ 
was such, as to permit a man to pass, if he had the 
courage to traverse it, on all fours, crawling along like a 
reptile the whole way. In proportion however as you 
advanced from the land to the half of the bridge, the pas- 
sage became broader and less incommodious and it was 
exactly in this half, that ^Trivulzio had secretly caused 
a certain quantity of powder to be placed in a lateral cave^ 
being destineå to blow up an axoh. ot thia bridge in case 
tbø enemy sizonid suooeed in so io^xunB^^^ ^qt\^ ^1 ^St^ 
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defence, as to be enoouraged to attempt this pan. 

** If I oould find a man" (said the Israelite to himself, 
again tliinking over this secretwayj **!£ loouldmeet 
with one who would venture to sally forth by this passage 
and undeftake to oarry a letter to the Frenoh Gonunan- 
dant who directs the siege of the Castle, tiiere is no doubt 
tbe affidr would be oompleted, but the diffioulty is exactly 
where to find such a person ; and I would not by tnisting 
to any one who might betray me, plaoe a halter 
round my own neck. It I, alene, were oonoemed, who 
knows but I might take courage mysel^ and try to gain 
the shore by the subterraneous passage; but my goods, 
my money, and Lucilla whom I estimate at least ten 
thousand ducats. Tet now that I think of it— there is 
(hat soldier who was the oUier day so severely punished 
ibr sleeping on his post of sentinel, he appeared to me 
much exasperated, and, unlees I am deceived in his ooun- 
tenanoe, as if he would embrace with avidity the idea of 
revenging himself on the Gommandant who bad had him 
flogged. If the pleasure of revenge and the hope of 
reward which I will hold out (secure of getting rid of 
him also— if in my way — ) should induoe him to ftirther my 
designs !— Who knows ?— Let us sound him." With this 
determination Malvezzi went in searoh of the individual 
whom he intended to transform into an instrument for 
the exeoution of his diabolical plot ; and finding the man 
seated on a cannon with his head between his hands» hø 
approached him with a sorrowM and oompassionate air; 
and feigning to pity the anguish he was undoubtedly suffer- 
ing, entered into disoourse with him. "Soldier" said he 
"are you ill? May I suggest to you a remedy for the 
wounds oaused by tiie flogging you have reoQOitiVi \fi^<st- 
go 
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your art cannot cure" replied the soldier. 

*' Even for these uloers I may have some seoret specific ! 
Speak, oome« take oourage, confide in me; where is the 
seat of your greatest pain ?'* 

" Here ! here !" said the soldier, pladng his hånd on his 
heart, " but alas ! there is no remedy." 

"Nay, you are deoeived; if this uloer be really deep> 
I can point out to you the means to cure it very 
quiokly; but if only superfioial, I advise you to 
leaye it in the hand» of nature ; and to wait until a 
second flogging shall have rendered it deep røiough to 
require the aid that I am willing to give." The soldier, 
who did not understand him, opened wide his two large 
eyes, and the old rogue perceiving his surprise continued 
"You oannot understand how my art has made known 
to me specifics so much the more sure, in proportion as 
the evil is greater which they are to counteract. Tet it 
is thus. Do you think you really deserved the flogging 
you had the other day ?" 

" As much as you deservo it at this moment yourself." 

This answer somewhat disconcerted the old rascaL " It 
may be that I deserve it more," said an intemal voice* 
which he, however, quickly sought to stifle; and assuming 
the utmost ease and indifference, added. " Now then, if 
you had in your hånds the means of revenging yourself 
on him who brought you into this condition, would you 
willingly make use of them ?" The soldier hesitated in 
his answer through fear of being drawn into the nets of 
this reprobate, in whom, although he sought to give his 
countenance an air of compassionate interest, there was 
nevertheless something which repelled conMence; but so 
much was the poor wretch irritated by the disgraceftil 
punishment he had undergone, that he finally said. 

'dame wb&t fdll— yes, I ooxife8aitr-l^o\i\dLii<d\scii^;Bis 
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endnre Hfe, were I not supported by the idea of hemg 
able to discliarge my musket into the back of him who 
brought me to this state of bumiliation." 

At these words the old Jew believed himself in port; 
and feigning to pity and oondole with the man, he oon- 
t^yed with so much eloquence to wind about him, and so 
muoh malignity to magnify the outrage reoeived, (point- 
ing out to him, that by this extraordinary punishjnent, 
he had become a mark for the contempc of his fellow 
soldiers,) that the unhappy man shuddered and wept with 
shame. Wheu he saw him worked up to suoh a pitch of 
desperation, as to be on the point of taking away his own 
life, he presented to him the idea of vengeance as a 
means of cancelling the opprobrium, and soothing his 
sense of injury. He spoke of imaginary wrongs received 
by himself (Malvezzi) from Trivulzio. Told him how his 
son had wished to attempt the honor of Lucilla, and pro- 
X)osed to him finally, to issue from the castle by the secret 
passage, and to repair to the Prench commandant, in 
order to consult with him as to the means of getting into 
his hånds both the TriTulzios and the garrison. He then 
added, to diminish the shame of the treachery, the effeots 
cf which might otherwise fali upon his companions in 
arms, that he knew Ludovico Trivulzio was disposed to 
bury himself under the ruins of the castle, rather than 
yield; and consequently such a projeot being sheer 
obstinacy, from which even Ferdinand could derive no 
adyantage, it became a oommendable aet, to secure them 
all from the wilfnlness of a mad fanatic, the enemy of the 
French name and of the true interests of his country. He 
knew so well how to scatter a thorn in every sentence (so 
as to awaken the pains of the insult tw.^\:^«^ >si "^Gsn-^ 
soldier, nnd on tbe other hånd, to V<^^ >QCka wsisass^etts^ 
guie^ by p&nmMmg him that t\io commiCSVL »l^Hxs Y^^»^*^ 

1$ 
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the step) fhat he disposed hmi to hazard lumself in tbis 
enterprise although it might be difRoult and dsngerous. 
He did not fail moreover to promise him a good ønm of 
money ; and it was agreed that the following night, flir- 
nished with a letter from Malvezzi, he should yenture into 
the passage— dark it is true— but yet free from dang6r» 
because it was straight, and of no great length. 

Malvezzi then retumed to his room, and began to 
prepare the letter; but with his wonted caution, took 
great care to write in a feigned hånd, in order to screen 
himself in case the sheet, through treachery, or some 
accident impossible to be forseen, might fall into the bands 
of Trivulzio ; and, expert as he was in the most diabolical 
arts, he composed a letter, which, whether by its style, or 
the mode in which it was written, it became impossible 
to attribute to its true author. 

The epistle was oouched nearly in these terms. 

**My lord comraandant.— A person friendly to the 
name and glory of Erance, is endosed in ^»hese walls 
defended by the most obstinate satellite of the tyranny of 
Perdinand. The quantity of ammunition and provisions 
with which this rock is amply supplied, renders it pro- 
bable that it may hold out yet a long time, in spite of the 
valour of the Prench, since the latter have not to fight 
against men alone, but rather against numerous obstaoles 
raised by the very band of nature herself, who has pleased 
herself in rendering this position almost impregnable.'* 

''If then the surrender of this castle be of consequenoe 
to you, my lord commandant, the i>erson above-mentioned 
offers to ensure it to you in the course of a few days.*' 

" It will suffice, that you trouble yourself to facilitate 
to the bearer of this letter, the means of procuring all 
ihat is requisite for the projeotmoontem^la.tiQn,andthat 
j'ou will be pleased to assure t\ie wii^Æt otVV>,\5Q»^»,^XJaft 
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snrrander of the rook he sball be treated, not only with 
respect, but shall also be furnished with proteotion and 
money, requiring, as he does the cfcLd of both— pledging 
to this effect, the French honor and loyalty. The bearer 
of this sheet will return by the same secret way, in whioh 
he came, to give an account of your pleasure as to the 
acceptance of these proposals, and by the same mode you 
may hereafter be informed of the result of the projeot. — 

"An Officer.'* 
Having written and sealed this letter, the perfidioua 
Jew would not venture immediately to consign it to the 
person who was to be his acoomplice, but wished filrst to 
try the fideUty of the latter. He wroto then upon another 
sheet, some few insignifioant trifles, and folding it up, and 
olosing it like a letter, remitted it to the soldier, recom- 
mending him to take the greatest care of it, since on that 
depended their mutual safety. He delayed however; 
giving his last instructions to him until nightfall, a few 
moments before he should venture into this passage ; and 
it was agreed that the soldier should be on a particular 
spot, where the old man was to fiunlitate his exit and 
return, by removing from the mouth of the tunnel, 
any person who might by chance be there; since this 
communication with the land not being known to any 
one, the place was in oonsequence neither guarded 
nor suspected. By thus oonsigning to his messenger 
a paper of no importance, he tried ihe Mth of the un- 
happy man seduced by his arts; since by having 
nearly the whole day to ponder over the task, he might^ 
had he the inclination to betray him, carry it to the com- 
mandant Trivulzio himself : when, owing to the contents 
being entirely harmless, the old rogue would ycsssq:^ "^^ 
danger. 
JSø tben WTote upon auotliet w&^"f»'^^^ ^'^ ^Qoa^cra^ 
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bd widied for. The list has been fortunately lo8l,blltii is 
to be presumed tfaat the ingredientB were tiie arne, whioii 
eompoeed tbat iniiMrBal mixture aoqiia-toffiiiia» too æle- 
hratedin thoee times by the effects, wMch eithw quidi or 
slow, (but always deadly ) it was wont to luroduoe ; aooordiiig 
as the ixMsoDer had need of obtaimng a Tiolent or Hnger* 
inii^ but inevitable death. 

Whilst Uie Isradite meditated on bringing his idot to 
a oonclusioii, the i>a88ion of the young oouple was in- 
ereasing by degrees, like a oompreased fire; aiid» as it 
generally happens, confidence began to take the j^aoe oC 
timidity and restraint, for sinoeMalyezzi had conoeiyed the 
hopes of freeing himself from his embarrassmønt by 
getting rid of the two Triyulzioe, he had oeased to watdk 
Ludlla 80 closely ; henæ in a leisure mpment, Hannibal 
had oontrived to renew the oonyersatiim on the suljject 
nearest his heart» and no annoying cannon shot oama to 
interrupt him. 

He had in his fityrar, his high rank, his yalor (an advan- 
tage with the fair sex, who seem to giye their hearts the 
more willingly to those in whom they are the most oertain 
to find a spedes of inrotection, either m(»ral or physical): 
and his personal appeanmce, since his handsome features 
approached in th^r perfection to those of the Belyidore 
Apollo. What contributed besides to induæ the young 
maiden to listen to him the more readily was the critioal 
situation in which she Ibund herself, and the eamest wish 
she had, to escape from this miseraUe state, although she 
really knew not what means to adopt When Uie young 
TriyuMo then,had confessed the ardent loye by wldch he 
was oonsumed, she thought her delicacy required a candid 
disclosure of her state and her doubta 

It may not be displeasing to our readers if we here 
iaseHMpart oftbk intareøUikg ooiliwiuy.^« ««^HSii'as^- 
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Gsting, btit whether it be so or not, the yoiing girl into 
whose hånds perohanoe these pages may foll, shall dedde; 
if i^e have tre^ in her memory, the first declaration 
of love received from him whose image disturbed h^ 
sleepleas nights, and oooupied her heart and mind, whether 
seated by the embroidery frame,or running orer with agil« 
fingers, the keys of the pianoforte, or even in the midst of 
a numerous assembly, she is apparently passing in reyiew 
the dresses of the elegantes, whilst in reality, she scarcely 
distinguishes men firom women. When Uannibal entered 
ihe sitting room, Ludlla sat on a sofa reading. On Um 
yonng nuufs entrance, she half olosed the book, keeping^ 
however, the fore finger of her left hånd between the 
leaves, so as not to lose the place. Hannibal approaohed 
her, and, afber the usoal salutations, said, ''If the ex- 
terior of the book whioh you have in hånd does not 
deoeive me, you are reading Fetraroh^the poet of the 
loves and graces." 

" Yes, sir, I was looking over some of his sonnets ; skip- 
inng them without any order." 

" But what is this whioh dianoe has plaoed under yoor 
finger ? permit me to see if it has finvored you by present- 
ing you with one of the finest ;" and, thus saying, he 
took the volume genUy firom Lucillai, who neil^er gave 
it to him, nor thought of taking it firom him. He opened 
and read— 

" lo amai sempre ed amo forte anoor% 
E son per amar piu di' giorno in giomo 
Quel dolce looo, Soo." 

Thoiheadded. "Trulyitdoesnot pass for the hest of 
all, but in my opinion, it is one of the most tendw; what 
think you dear laioilla ? " 

" It may be air, but I ciUDOt ®n^ %si o^Sjaassii^sfiasRk^ 
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"Is it pofisible? and yet the language is ao simple^ ao 
natural, that howeyer little heart you may poness, no ane 
can be more capable of giYing a oorreot* judgment o(m- 
oermng it." 

liucilla knew not what to say in reply, and the young^ 
warrior oontinued with a palpitating heart— ''Yes, loveljr 
Lucilla ! allow me to believe that you do understand this 
languaize. Miserable me, were it not thus ! If I ik>w 
would not exchange this rook for the most briUianl 
palaoe, it is because I am sustained by the hope that you 
understand, that you feel, all the charms of wMch this 
book is full. Ah ! do not then be as blind and insensible. 
to them as the beautiful Avignonese, for whom it was 
written." 

The young girl's oheeks were crimson, and she remuned 
silent, but this silence was not oalculated to restrain the 
ardent youth, who continued. 

" Can I have been so unhappy as to displease you ? Is 
there anything in the feelings with whioh you have in* 
spired me that can offend you ? Come, speak fiur Lucilla^ 
say that my love is not displeasing to you, say that I may 
— that I may hope— that I— Ah, speak one single word, 
which will leave me the delightful idea of deserving your 
esteem, and youi^-yes, your affection !" Thus speakinfi 
he had poss^sed himself of one of her hånds. 

Lucilla did not withdraw it. Some moments of silence 
having succeeded these words, the damsel took courage to 
open her lips, and said— " You, my lord ! you— but it is 
my duty to undeceive you; you have confided your seoret 
to me, and I will confide mine to you. You see my lord 
I am unworthy of your love ; yes, in every respect I am 
unworthy of it; let go my hånd — you know — " 

''Unworthy oi my love? Beautiful, amiable, modest 
szr// Jir/^ouimoHr not your omLN^\ift\ 0«mft»«i!wiiL» 
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confidein one who adores you; never shall yoa røpent 
having imparted your secrets to me." 

Lucilla then with downcast eyes, but with the candour 
of innocence, told him how she believed that she was not 
the daughter of Malvezzi, adding, that she had a confuBod 
remembrance of having passed the first few years of her 
childhood in a far distant island. She told him'. how she 
had always traversed both sea and land, in company with 
the old man, whom she could neyer accustom herself to call 
father; she told him, in faet, all that our readers know 
already ; keeping from him, alone, the evil intentions of 
the Jew in regard to the Trivulzios, because she thought 
hersglf bound not to say a single word that might com- 
promise him, however great the motives which she had 
for narrating all that ooncemed her present oondition. 

When she had finished the aocount of her misfortunes* 
she added with an air of charming simplicity — ^*'Now 
my lord, judge whether an orphan (which I probably am) 
oan merit your attentions—say if your rank, your parent- 
age, permit you to cultivate an affection which would be 
oondemned by all, and by yourself doubtless beyond eyery 
one else." 

The narrative of her vicissitudes, in proportion as she 
advanced in her tale, involved the mind of the youth m a 
vortex of sentiments opposed to each other. The pure 
candour of the lovely girl ; the ingenuous way in which 
she told the Biad of her woes, the compassion which 
associates itself vfith love ; the fear that the difference in 
religion might be an obstacle to their union ; the igno- 
rance in which the poor girl lived, as to the existence of 
her true parents ; formed a mass of ideab, so different in 
themselves, succeeding each other witTa. «v\!53ft.t«^^^é&5 «»^ 
confusioo^ that Hannibal had név^YkSt Mwaa ^ot \s«^^s». 
of mind to reason upon them, hot oOTi'awQ^eoftS^^ ^ft ^<s*a5» 
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whether he liad moøt oause for joy or somw. Bnt whHd 
the lovely girl spoke, his eyee had never tumed trom her 
ftngelio countenanoe, on which were depicted in various 
tints, all the afifections of her mind; but all were mild 
and graoefiil, and the few tears which fell on her cheeka 
at the close of her narration, gave the last toUch to the 
emotion of the enamoured Trivulaio. He remarked how 
aflQiction had imparted to her faoe a certun something 
which appeared unearthly, and truly, her whole person 
hreathed whatever oould charm the eye, and whatever 
the mind oould desire in woman. If it be true that beaa^y 
diffuses around her, a certain entrancing air which bcK 
witches its victim, it is also incontestable that this magioal 
Bephyr, in order to produce all the effects of which it is 
capable, must breathe over nerves already shaken and 
secretly disposed, by that inexhaustible fount of enchant« 
ment the sensibility of a generous heart Because, if to 
harmony of form in woman, be added a certain exquisite 
quality which cannot be desoribed, but which unites in 
itself all that imagination can conceive of what is sweetest ; 
which neither poetry nor painting can depict, any more 
than they can describe the transparency of light, the 
Areshness of a zephyr, the odour of a rose, or the murmur 
of a rivulet. Ah ! then a halo of Paradise surrounds the 
happy man who can flatter himself With having caused a 
throb of love in the heart endosed in such a lovely frame> 
und this was exactly the situation of the youthftil couple 
ikt the moment of which we are speaking; the one was 
arrayed in all those charms which nature can shed with* 
out measure over a beloved object; the other had that 
attitude of sympathy, capable of receiving all the impres> 
6ion those charms deserved. 
As soon then as Lucilla had oeased 6^^ei&)ldTi.<^, HAtmibal 
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her as if expecting that she would oontinue her dis- 
course, but giving vent at length to the affection whioh 
caused such a tumult in his breast, he broke forth as 
follows. " Dear, amiable, celestial girl !— Ah ! who would 
not love you ? Who would not be blest in adoring you P 
Come Lucilla, dry your tears: the aocount you have 
given me, by augmenting theinterest whioh your position 
inspires, has taken away all limits to my love; tell me 
only that I am not indifferent to you ; leave me the hope 
of acquiring a right to console you in your affliotion, and 
you may one day perhaps be happy. Let us consider for 
the present, tbe oonfidence with whioh you have been 
pleased to favor me, as not having been made. Time and 
oircumstances may change ; leave to me the oare of free- 
ing you from the doubts whioh affliot you as to your real 
condition. Permit me meanwhile to love you, and you 
will never, I hope, have cause to repent." 

Such had been the main part of the oonversalionbetween 
the youthful levers, and the sagacious reader will oon- 
clude that after it they found themselves in a state of 
almost perfect aocordanoe. Luoilla^ reassured by the 
promises of Hannibal, abandoned herself without re- 
serve to the feelings whioh spoke in his favor, and the 
latter, from whom reflection had removed all obstades, 
foresaw everything couleur de rose. 

If Lucilla were not the daughter of Malvezzi, she 
might belong to parents who, if not distinguished, might 
be in a higrhly respectable position in life, and if she were 
not a Christian, she had the most ardent desire to become 
one ; and hence the difference in their religion did not 
give him the slightest uneasiness. His father alone might 
interpose some obstacle to this union, but HASS£i^o»i^'«a^ 
tenderly beloved Dy him, and li\ido^<5»'^xwvs^3Bsi»*Osi^^^ 
wbinmistd was kind; conaec^\\.Qat\y \3afe ^^ ^5i.^\>s»os^ 

i/ 
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wore piused by thøm in a state of hlemeå traaquililf , 
amid the roar of oannon and tbe showera of bullets which 
Mourged both rock and Bhare, 

Tliings were in this state on the day on which Malvesii 
prepared the ruin of the Trivulsios. Having satisfied 
himself, by the means above desoribed, of the fidelity of 
the Boldier whom he had seduoed ; he conøigned to hini» 
that evening, the letter to the Frenoh oommandant^ aod 
^e wretch having enolosed it carefdlly in a small tin 
tabe, which served him as a cartouche box, proceeded at 
night fali to his own destruction, penetrating into the 
secret channel^ afker having promised to nse his utmost 
endeavours to return quickly with the neoessary ingredi« 
ents^ and the answer of the French conmiandant. The 
eld man, when he saw him depart, withdrew, aooording 
to custom, into the oommon hall, calcnlating anxiously 
the time neoessary to traverse the tunnel, as well for going 
M for ooming back, and not doubting but that the French 
oommandant would reoeive the message with the greatest 
delight, since rogues imagine that no one oan reftue an 
•dvantageproposed to them, although it may be neoenary 
to saorifice both honor and good faith in order to obtain 
it. 

There were then assembled in the hall of the tower, 
the two Trivulzios, Malyezzi, and Lucilla, when a horrible 
explosion spread constemation over all, and while they 
eagerly strove to find out the cause, an officer entered 
hastily, to announce to the commandant that the bridge 
oonnected with the shore had suddenly ezploded in the 
middle, without any one knowing by what means, or 
through whom the accident had happened. The heart of 
the old traitor leaped with fear at these words, and his 
fkæ bøcame pale as death, but the Trivulzios paid no 
MtéøatioD to biait and went out pi^p^^a^c^i \a vvbmkXk^ 



w 

ike defenoe of the gate, not doubting but thait this pro- 
ceeded trom some stratagem of the enemy ; altiiough, 
upon mature refleotion, had it been their iutention to 
attack the rock, they would have taken oare rather to 
preserve, than to des^y the bridge. 

As soon as old Malvezzi found himself alone with 
liucilla (who trembled uo less than he did) fear and the 
consciousneøB of crime prevailing over prudenoe; itap- 
peared to him that all must now be known, and urged, 
not by remorse, but by dread of the punishment he had 
incurred, he cast himself abjeotly at the maiden's feet, 
and taking the hem of her robe kissed it like a slaye who 
was imploring pity. "Lucilla, Luoilla,*' he exdaimed, 
" save me, save me, for mercy's sake ; take the halter finom 
my neck ; keep back the axe whioh will divide my head 
from my body ! Oh, God of Abraham I am lost ! All i» 
discovered, 2^ is over. Lucilla, Lucilla, to morrow you 
will see my head on a pike ; the head of your father— Ah 
yes— ah, no, no— I am not your father— save me, save me, 
for mercy's sake, and I will reveal to you things which will 
interest you, and which no one but I can tell you." 
Thus ep^iking, he seemed almost beside himself, now kiss- 
ing the dust ; now tearing his beard, and giving in laot 
every visible sign of despair. Lucilla did not understand 
the reason of this mauia, and she thoughtatilrstthat fear 
had tumed his brain ; her tender and loving heart could 
not endure this sight, and exteuding her hånd she tried 
to lift him from the ground, and aifectionately besought 
him to rise. ''No, no.'* oontinued he, "no! I will not 
rise, unless you swear by the Qoå of Moses to proteot and 
save me." 

**No, sir, I will not swear by a God.tk\fflfeSs^Ti$i\»'"SsfflSsk^ 
my fathera." 

"Hø is Éå© God of an ; but a^«w >»s >(to^^ofi^^'^'®^ 
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be hang." 

" I will oertainly do all that is in my power to prevent 
it ; but upon condition — '* 

" Swear to this, without any condition." 

" Well, I will swear to it, but you must tell me all my 
history, and restore me to my parents ; or, at least, tell 
me where they are, and where I may rejoin them.** 

" Yes, yes, I will tell you all ; but swear, swear quiokly.'' 

Lucilla then plaoed her hånd upon her heart, and tuddy 
" I swear to intercede as &r as I can, that your life maj 
be spared." 

Malvezzi arose at these words, and appeared, by degrees, 
to have regained some oomposure. A few moments after- 
wards another officer entered tbe hall, and said there was 
no occasion to take alarm, since there was reason to be- 
lieve that the event had been merely the eJOfect of chance ; 
a bomb, by striking the side of the bridge, where a mine 
was oonoealed, had set fire to the latter, which oonse- 
quently caused the explosion. At these words MaJvezsi 
recovered his breath, but much did he regret having 
spoken as he had done to Lucilla, and seeing his secret, or 
at least the half of it, at the mercy of a woman, he oon- 
oeived, perhaps, firom that moment the most horrible of 
projects. 

It seems proper here to add a few particulars which will 
throw some light on the conduct of Malvezzi towards 
Lucilla ; a conduct whicb, to some, may appear, on certain 
points, ambiguous, and not always consistent with the in* 
terested character of that Israelite. We have already 
said how carefully he had caused the damsel to be in- 
structed in the fine arts, and various foreign languages 
however much he had neglected to edwcate her heart, — 
^Aø &rst and moBt interosting care ot a.fe.\i\i« Nq\io\!K>Ai 
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loves his daughter. There is no doubt but this instractioii 
must have cost the avaricious jew some hundreds of 
ducats; a circumstanoe which seems at varianæ with his 
insatiable and sole desire to amass money instead of 
spending it; particularly when we consider that itwas 
merely to enable a young maiden who did not belong to 
him to acquire a few frivolous acoomplishments. But the 
cunning old man had oooUy calculated that this sum 
might one day bring him in as much interest as a capital 
given out at usury and with good seourity to the giddy 
heir of a rich patrimony, the son of an ootogenarian 
lather. As soon as he peroeived that Lucilla promised to 
tum out one of the most beautiful girls that the eye of 
man could see, he conceived the terrible idea of dooming 
her to the seraglio of the Grand Seignor, and therefore 
had her taught music, dancing, singing, the French, 
Italian^ Hebrew and Turkish languages ; all these gifte 
being bestowed in order to enhanæ the value of a slave 
who was to pass her days in the harem of a sultan. Ab 
soon then as he became almost oertun that the secret 
oonfided to the soldier not only remained undiscovered, 
but that the true cause of the accident that had happened 
to the bridge was not even suspected; a cause of which 
even he himself was ignorant, however though tranquilized 
on one hånd, he had on the other two important sul^ects 
which greatly tormented him : the first, as we have said, 
was the having in his delirious fear oonfessed to Lucilla a 
crime which might deserve the gallows; and althoagh 
the nature of this crime might remain unknown, it was 
nevertheless more than possible that some circumstanoesy 
though in themselves they might be judged of no aocount, 
would yet assume a character of guilt ^Vi<si\. "Wss^^^a^. 
informed any one that he had. a'iao'WLi ^sæss^ ^aR> ^bsmS«^ 
teniåed, aad the author asitNVCteol^Jttft«^^^^«^^*'^*^ 
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wm whloh had deetroyed the bridge. The seoond reasoD, 
and one, perhaps, whioh had nø less weight with the Jew, 
waø the oertaiiity given to Lucilla that he was not bw 
^ther. From this assaranoe would ensue the evapora- 
tion of all his projects with regard to this girl, on whom 
he had spent so muoh money, and for whom he had in- 
ourred so many dangers. Lucilla, until that day dooile^ 
and obedient to his will, would henoeforth refuse to foUow 
him a single step, even should she find herself without 
the means of subsistence ; and were he to use violence 
she might implore the protection of the law, a thing he 
dreaded beyond all belief, sinoe if justice onoe began to 
suspect him, it would not be difficult for her to find a due 
to a series of crimes, the least of whicli might deserve the 
halter. These reflections, which succeeded to the firet 
moments of oalm produoed by the oIHcers assurance, awoke 
in his mind the most fearful agony, which was carried to 
exoess by the circumstances we are about to relate. 

Half an hour after the accident Ludovioo Trivulzio 
entered the hall of the tower ; he was foUowed by Han- 
nibal, the officers of the garrison, and the sergeant on 
guard at the barrack of the bridge. The gloomy air of 
the oommandant augured nothing good to the guilty 
Malvezzi, whose features were disfigured by the conscious- 
ness of the crime : fortunately for him no one save Lucilla 
peroeived it, since no one suspected him of being an ao- 
oomplioe in the af&iir. On tue entrance of all these 
persons Lucilla was about to quit the room, but Trivul- 
zio said, "Bemain, remain if it please you." Malvezzi 
made an effort to rise and foUow Lucilla, but his limbs 
would not second his wishes, and Ludovico, who saw him 
é^S'ør, såid, "Åjaå do you remain alao« dootor. What 
46^ deuæl—you tremble as if you )aaÅ. 'soxm«^ «fe\»%a«k 
6? åbe miaø, Be oalm ; we are *ui ao ^»sa«^t— ^>m^^* 



181 

done, is done— we shall find out the oause of this bootir* 
rence. Oh ! we shall find it out, and— who knows but that 
between now and to morFo% some head may serve as an 
ornament to the battlements of the fortress." This speech 
was not the hest cordial to calm the tremours of Malvezzi, 
who, however, collected all his strength and dragged him- 
self to an obscure oomer of the hall, where he sat down, 
listening with a palpitating heart to the conversation ; 
and perhaps, he had never listened to any other with 
greater attention and an^ciety. 

"You know thcn," said Trivulzio, addressing himself 
to the seijeant, who stood before him, '*you assure us 
that it could not be a bomb, and that it is not possible 
that it could have penetrated into the hole, and set fire to 
the mine.'* 

" Saving the respeot which I owe you,'* replied the ser- 
jeant, "I maintain, oh commandant, that the thing is 
impossible; the battenes of Pizzifaloone couM not, 
mathematically speaking, cast a bomb into the middle 
arch of our bridge : a hullet they might, but not a bomb." 

" And why ; tell us why, oontrary to the opinion of all 
these officers, who ought to know better thaii you do, you 
are of opinion that a bomb could not strike this arch ? 

''Saving the respect which I ought to have forthe opinion 
of my superiors, I would say, acoording to the rules of ar(^ 
a fiery bomb, when it issues from a mortaf , or an obex, 
always describes an elliptical figure equal to the fbroe of 
projection. Now in order that a bomb should have 
greater power of reaction than the wall of our bridge cari 
oppose to it, and penetrate so far as to explode in the 
hoUow within, it must have been sent from a distance 
three times greater than that of Pizzif&l(xm^\ ^\JQK^^^^afe» 
if the obex had been propeTly \oa^<^ ^<ft \i«ts^ -wix^^ 
h»ve Men baif a mile beyond t\ie t<s^\ <a» VL «^ ^»"^ 
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loaded, it would acaroely have grased tbe surCsMse of the 
wall, and fallen quickly into the water.** 

" AU evil to tbe master who instructed you so well," 
said Malvezzi to himself. 

"What do you aay, gentlemen?" replied the oom- 
mandant. Does it appear to you that the reasoninjic of 
our seijeant, saving the respect he owes you, will admit of 
a reply ? Doctor, do you understand mathematios when 
applied to military operations ?" 

"No, my lord," stammered out Malvezzi, **I do no^ 
understand them." 

"You are right," replied Trivulzio, still speaking to the 
seijeant, " you are right ; but how then can the accident 
be explained ? Oentlemen have you cailed over the names 
on the list of your soldiers ; is any one missing?" 

" Jacob Pontano, a soldier of Ferdinand's regiment of 
Lanoers," said an officer. 

" Who; what the soldier who was punished two da,ys 
ago?** 

** The very same." 

"But how long has he been missing?" 

" For the last two hours." 

" Have you no suspioion of him ? With whom has he 
been speaking the last two days ? What has he done ? 
Are his arms in the barracks or not ?" 

The officer said his arms were in the barracks; that 
nothing was missing of his equipment, and that he had 
taken exact information as to his conduct during the two 
days that had elapsed since the punishment he had under- 
gone. At these last words ; whether the heart of Malvezzi 
beat strongly under his garments, the reader may figure to 
himself. Meanwhile Trivulzio oontinued. — " Jacob Pon- 
tano certainly had reason to owe me a grudge, but never- 
tbeJesBlcsmnot understand it. Xt\Le\Aii^^axi\^%i^auKBs& 
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in my back, I should haye said, yery well : the devil has 
given you evil counsel both for xne and for yourself. But, 
that he should have gone to oonoeal in a mine, the bowl 
of his lighted pipe, while he held the tube between his 
teeth— he was not so mad« No, by all the devils he was 
not : if he did it, time for repentance I fancy must have 
failed him, and we shall have no oocasion to put him in a 
hospital. At all events Hannibal, you shall give orders 
for the boatmen to take a tum ^ith their boat8,and mark 
whether any oorpse is floating about, in which case they 
must do their utmost to secure it," 

Every word, every syllable of Trivulzio's was a thom in 
the heart of the Jew; and the Mexican monarch on the 
burning coals, which served him as a bed, could scarcely 
have found himself more painfuUy situated. The drops 
of cold sweat fell in dozens trom the firont of his beard, 
and in vain he supplicated mentally all the patriarchs of 
the old testament. It was written, that he should pass 
through a series of torments, capable of putting an end to 
the constancy of a Mu&l* Soevola^ much' more the 
courage of an Israelite, who had a heart smaller than that 
of a sparrow. Hannibal went out to execute his father'a 
orders, and Malvezzi would have withdrawn into his 
apartments ; but he was restrained by a restless curiosity, 
to hear all that followed conceming the search that was 
being made— a search to which the very thread of his life 
was attached. 

But the state of this wretch, excited pity, and Lucilla, 
the good Lucilla^ approaohed him, and as it appeared to 
her that he had need of some restorative, she offered sub- 
missively to accompany him to his chamber. 

" No, no," replied he, in a tone of vov» %K!;dn:^i wsl^S^'^. 
" No, I wUl not move from hence, xnAeaa^avsL^TcsacflRi^sftSk 
to renmn and listen to what is 8ai"3L,t\3ka.\.'50\x^s3Qa:3 -K^ss^^'sa^. 

jt to me afterwarda word by word.'* 
13 
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"If it oan interest you" replied Imoina^ aooagtomed to 
obey him, and not reflecting that she migfat thus be em- 
barking herself in a thorny afhir. " If it oan intoreøt yoo, 
I will not fail to listen to the oonTonation, sinoe I haye 
not been forbidden to do so, and I irlll r^;>est to yon 
whatever I hear." 

This assurance appeared in some degree to cahn Mal- 
Tezzi, and feeling the greatest need of bdng alon^ (sinoa 
the agitation he oould no longer oonoeal mig^t ha¥» 
attraoted the attention of the Trivulzios, espedaUy if aoy 
disooTery were made, which would greotly oompromis« 
bim) he aooepted the arm of Lucilla^ and she, urged more 
by her kind heart than a sense of her own seonri^, 
aoeompanied him to his room, enoouraging him by the 
way with words of the most tender oonsolation. Thøy 
traversed the hall in this manner, and the oonfdsion éi 
Malvezzi was such, that he could soarcely distinguish the 
objects before him. 

The amia][)le girl guided and supported his stq^ nol 
unlike at this moment the affeotionate Antigone, when 
she led her blind father, (Edipus, amid the mins of 
Thebes. 

Miserable being ! she warmed in her bosom a froien 
serpent, who had soaroely regained his yigour ere hø 
attempted to bite her. 

When Lucilla had aoeompanied him into his bed nxHn, 
and Malvezzi remained alone, haying no longer before his 
eyes the .'olijects which disturbed him and augmented hia 
terror, he coUected his ideas, and recapitulated in his 
mind what had oocurred. " No doubt " said he to him- 
self "but the setting fire to the mine, ^as the work of 
the soldier Pontano. But how could it have happened,— 
^^z7/!7aosZ(y?—- impossible! by afid«!««);^?--!^^! ha had 
m'tli Mm neither light nor fire,** 
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This enisma, though he tumed it over again and again 
in his mind and oonsidered it under every possible aspeot^ 
could not be solved. " Now, sinoe the thing is done there 
is no occasion to rack ones brains to find out how it oame 
to pass"— continued he. ''All we have to do^ is to refleot on 
the consequenoes whioh may spring fi*om it. If Pontano 
did set fire to the mine, there will be nothing saved of 
him, but a mangled corpse, a mutilated mass, which 
probably the waves have already transported to Sicily, or 
engulphed in the deepest whirlpooL But suppose even 
the devil, had amused himself by playing me a trick, and 
that the boatman, for whom I cordially wish the fate of 
Jonah, should withdraw from the water, these devilish 
rehcs; if the flames have not consumed his dothes and 
the letter ; and if the sea should have spared that sheet 
which may be my passport to the other world, the fatal 
letter !—Åias ! cursed letter! would I had been blind 
when I wrote it. — But no, it oould not compromise me 
to such a degree as to discover that I was its author. I 
wrote in a feigned hånd, I tried to avoid every phrase 
that could reveal elther who I was, or my real position, 
I subscribed myself ' an officer.'—* Let us see a little, I will 
read over the sketch again. I will weigh the expressions 
as if they were gold coins, and the question was to be 
determined exactly, whether they had been clipped or 
not." Thus saying, he opened the small casket, and drew 
fjrom it the paper which he was anzious to preserve as a 
kind of bond, or authentic testimony of his being the true 
author of the surrender of the rock, when it should be 
necessary for him to acknowledge himself as such, before 
the French commandant, in order to reap the reward 
which should have been promised him, Hax^a^^Oq^^s^^ss. 
and over aguu attentively , and "hsA ot^j \iCi oQroiSEpaia«^^^ 
himself on bis own sagadty, not to5Mi%^ «fl^^'8^ «i^^sS^ 

■ 1 
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irhich tended to compromise him. He was already iiciX/' 
encouraged by these reflections, when fresh ideas spra^tsir 
up to dissipate this happy illusion. Hehad not considereef 
the thing under all its aspects.— And the list of poisons? 
— Who, save himself in this castle, oould have known tiie 
deadly properties of the drugs required by him to take 
away the lives of the TrivuMosF— Who oould be found 
in a situation to administer them to his vietims with 
greater facility? These were the first obstaetes whioh 
presented themselves to his mind, and they were suooeeded 
by others from which he had no less difficulty in fireeing 
himself. If it should be remembered that he (Malvesai) 
had been present when the two TrivuMos hM a oonver- 
sation conceming the secret i>assage, along which the 
mine was concealed— a passage unknown to alL Woold 
not this increase the probability of his being the oriminal? 
This circumstance was in itself insignificant, but united 
to others, might be of great oonsequenoe. Beside8,the 
ofGlær charged to gain information with respect to Pon- 
tano, had doubtless known that he had been speaking 
with him for some time, and it was also possible that hø 
might warily have acted as sentinel at the mouth of the 
passage. 

He had passed a full hour in these melanoholy thoughts^ 
and was seated leaning on his elbow, at a small tablet 
thinking over the consequences of this discovery, when he 
heard a slight noise at the door. His heart seemed to 
leap from his breast, so greatly did fear in his present 
state take possession of all his senses, at the rustling of a 
single leaf, since it was only Lucilla, who timidly oame to 
fulfil her promise. Three times did he ask who was there^ 
»nd it was only after he had repeatedly asærtained that it 
was merely Lucillsk, and that no one wMemewiv^ lafflc 
t^t be opened the door, and aaxvo\xs\i ^^^ M itefc 
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brought him any oonsolation. "I oannot tell sir, whether 
what I ha^e to say will be a soaroe of consolation ot grief 
to you ; I know well, on reflection, that it does not beoome 
me thus to play the spy, and I wam you that it sfaall be 
the last time I wUl undertake similar oommissions.'^ 
"Speak lower Lucilla, I beg of you to speak lower; say, 
did no one acoompany you hither ?" 

" No one; you know that my room is close here, and that 
I always retire alone." 

" Yes, you say very true, nevertheless I beg of you to 
speak so that no one can hear us. Come, now my good 
Lucilla what happened afber I left the room ?" 

"Captain Hannibal retumed with a boatman, who told 
us that he had seen a dead body floating about, but it 
being nearly high tide, he oould not secure it." 

"No ?— Are you very sure that he did not secure it ?" 
said Malvezzi anxiously. 

" At least he assured us he had not ; he however added, 
that many nets being spread between wind and water, it 
was possible that when the sea went down, the body might 
be oaught in one of them." 

"Oh God of Jaoob ! nets spread ? but what did he add 
further: and the commandant, what did he order?" 

" The boatman said nothing more, but the commandant 
promised ten sequins to whoever should succeed in bring- 
ing it to land." 

" Ten sequins ? Ah ! for ten sequins they would searoh 
into the very bowels of the sea ! Nets spread ! but why 
spread nets around the rock, when we have such an 
abundanoe of provisions ? Ten sequins !— Lucilla, Lucilla^ 
I am ruined !" 

Thus saying he concealed his foK^ m\^>QSKx^^^'«2c>^ 

remajned weeping in this poailion tot ^«c3ft ^ssssen^i«*. 

MeanwhUe the girl had iixiiowu\i\^ oaj^Vet «5«& w^^'^'^ 
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papers whioh were before faer, but oarelesglj, and perhap 
even without perceiving that they were papers; as it some 
times happens to us, to fix our eyes meohanicallj on aoine 
object, wUle our mind, unoonsoious of the aet, is oocapied 
in thoughts of a totally different kind. Malvezzi raiaed 
his eyes, and met those of the innooent Lucilla, who waa 
slowly withdrawing hers from the paper, in order to 
change the prospect. A cold shiver ran through the firame 
of the suspicious jew. He deemed it oertain that dnring 
the time he had sat with his faoe covered, Lucilla must 
haye read the fatal paper. He spread his hånds hastily 
over it, and at the same moment rose with so much fuiy 
that the unhappy maiden, terrified, drew back a few paoes. 
This aet, the natural oonsequence of fear, appeared to 
Malvezzi an attempt at flight, hence he advanced towards 
her, and fear for his own safety, prevailing at this tune 
over every other consideration, he seized her roughly by 
one arm, dragged her close to the writing desk, and witii 
a terrible voice, " Serpent, (said he,) treacherous serpent, 
what have you done ? What have you seen ? What have 
you read ? Gome speak, or I will plunge this blade into 
your breast;" thus saying he drew from the folds of his 
robe a dagger, and raised it over the hapless girl, who tX 
this sight fell senseless and half dead on the floor. When 
the cruel wretch saw her in this oondition, he paused and 
contemplated her. A thousand thoughts rushed into his 
mind. Lucilla had doubtless read either uU, or part of 
the copy of the letter whioh would probably be found 
upon Pontano. 

Lucilla had received the incautious confession of his 

orime ; she loved the young Trivulzio, and the days of the 

latter being threatened by poison, she oould not avoid 

revealing the oulprit^ were it only to put him on his 

£Uåixi J/uoiUa mm now lost to hiov ^I&sSl^^tx^ %&.^ 
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became on the oontrary a terrible witnes8, whom it be- 
hoyed to put out of the way. She lay half dead at 
his feet ; the dagger was in his hånd, and the sea roared 
and tossed under his windows. "Hombre muerto no 
abla,'* ''Dead men tell no tales" says the Spanish proverb. 
''Die then— die unworthy Delilah, who meditatest be- 
traying the secret of Sampson, and may thy body go to 
feed the fishes." The word fishes awoke the idea of the 
nets that were spread around and of the boatmen who 
were seeking the corpse of Pontano. His band, already on 
the point of striking the &tal blow, stopped in a moment, 
and new considerations orowded quickly into his mind, 
The time for getting rid of this girl could not be less 
opportune; it was necessary to retard the exeontion of 
the project^ but it was of oonsequence to use eyery art, 
and every means to oajole and flatter this innocent maiden, 
and to induce her not to utter a syllable which might 
compromise him further. " Fortunately, if she knows 
part of my secret, I am master of hers," said he to him- 
self. No one but I oan tell either whose daughter, or 
of what country she is. The happiness of her life then, 
is closely oonnected with my safety. For the present I 
shall content myself with making her well understand, 
that if she raises a finger to scratch me, I oan raise ten to 
flay her; and that she will ever remain an exile, an 
orphan, and a wanderer, if I refuse to sjpesk, and I will 
not speak, unless she will second me in all my wishes, and 
all my interests. After these calculations, he put up his 
dagger, bumt the paper which might betray him; and then 
raising the unhappy maiden who, still senseless neither 
saw nor heard any tiiing, carried her into her own room. 
Arrived there, he laid her on the bed, aiLd«.v&\fæ>5^*«^^s«st 
nose some saltsø with which he Yisid.'haÅ.^'^'Vf^w^«*^^'^'^ 
fhmiab bixDself from his la\)ox«tor^, "Vi'^ «as5«i*8^^ *^ 
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bringing her to hrøraelf; and when the wretohed girl 
opened her eyee, she thought she had been dreamiii& so 
oonf used was her remembranoe of this terrible adventore ; 
and what helped to oonfirm her in the error, waø tiia 
sight of old Maivezzi, who had already cast off the mien 
of an aasassin, and put on the maak of a careful phyaioiaQy 
who is actively administering all the succours of his art 
to a patient laboring under some disorder. Notwith« 
standing this, she trembled, sinoe in proportion as she 
regained the use of her senses, her ideas began slowly to 
arrange themselves, and, ere five minutes had elapsedt 
she well knew that all that had happened to her was any 
thing but an illusion of &ncy. " Calm yoursel^ Lucil]% 
oalm yourself, my daughter," said then the hypocritioal 
Israelite, "you have nothing to fear; my sole olvect is 
your felicit^, and if sometimes I break out into threati^ 
which my heart is far from wishing to put into exeoution, 
it is beoause I would have you happy in spite of yourself. 
Listen, my Lucilla, my daughter— Yes ! I will call you 
my daughter. I am alone in the world ; I have only you, 
whom I love, as Abraham loved his son Isaac. I wiU 
oonfide to you a secret which will put you in good himiour. 
Hearken, Lucilla; I have in the bank, at Amsterdam, the 
sum of fifty thousand ducats—they are as safe as if they 
were in the box of a miser : fifty thousand ducats— and 
of this treasure I will make you the sole heiress ! TVhat ! 
do you not smile ? Does not your heart leap with joy ? 
Lucilla, perhaps you did not quite understand me ?" 

" Yes, sir," replied Lucilla, with contemptuous indiffer- 
ence, *' I did understand you, but I thought you must 
have another, and more important secret to impart to 

"A more important secret? "MLoi^ \3areo'£\axi\. NX^a«^ 
tbia?—you are raving my oMld. l«p<>^«>\o:iwi^^^*'i 
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thousand duoats, all foond ftill weig^t; but yon are not 
in your right senses ; oome, try to calm yourself, and to 
take some repose. To morrow morning, when refleotion 
shall have suooeeded to the agitation of this evening, 1 
am certain you will agree that no seoret can be more 
important than that which, through the effusion of my 
heart, has escaped from my lips. Adieu then,Iiucilla^ I wish 
you a good night To morrow morning we will see eaoh 
other at an early hour, and resume a oonyersation which, 
at this moment, it is better, for both our sakes to out 
short I teaye you these salts, which you can inhale if 
you feel at all indisposed, but I wam you not to think of 
putting them in your mouth, tfaey mis^t hurt you ; thøy 
might affect your health; dearer and more predous to mo 
fhan my own." To all this solioitude Luoilla answered 
Bot a syllable. Malveszi went out, looking the door oa 
ihe outside, as he had been aocustomed to do ; and Luoilla 
then rose with an effort, and chained it within : so that 
she could not quit the apartment oontrary to the will of 
Malvezzi, nor could the latter enter if she wished to 
keephimoui 
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ChaptbsXII. 



It was neither nig^t nor yet day, aoocnrdiDg to the 
«xpre»ion of the graoeful La Eontaino^wheii aae of the 
boatmeB who were gliding silentiy behind the rookg in 
tfaeir light barks, plimged into the sea and enoountøred 
øomething wfaich was floating on the top of the watenk 
now beoome pladd and quiet As he drew near to thii 
otiject, he had no difficulty in disUnguidnng a bandolier 
o!r shoulder belt ; which he was not dow in 8eiziii& Vhé 
HBsistanoe which this opposed, made him presame thøt il 
was still attaohed to the body of the sokLier to wfaom II 
belonged, and fearing that in dragging jit with hun' 
through the space which still divided him from his boal^ 
it should come unfastened and separate firom the oorpse 
which he was so anxious to secure, he cailed to his oom- 
panion to come with speed. Not so much to avert the 
danger of seeing the object of his researches escape firom 
his handj as to assist him in putting it on board. " £ow, 
row, Andrew, I have in my hånds a little purse, in which 
we shall find ten sequins." 

'*Ah, ah!" replied Andrew, *'Seek, seek, at last the 

tunny has fallen into the net. Proceed gently, lest you 

break the hook ; for in such a case, instead of a purse, 

thare will remajn in your hånd nothing but a little 

Mk/der Æ/ed with air/' 



m 

''Oh there is no longer any donbt; I have caught 
it with the dolphin hook, it will not escape from my 
clutches, tum the side of your ho^ not the prow 
this way, and keep the bandolier firm, while J hold 
the Mk and raise it for you as high as the edge, so, 
so, now pull, pull— gently, gently, sinoe if the boat up- 
sets, we shall be Med Uke sardines. There now, that 
is well. Foor wretch, see how he is disfigured-— one 
would think the devil had given him a kiss. But 
do you hear? the sentinel of the west tower, has 
already given the signal of a suocessful chase, and the 
eannon announces it to the Conunandant. Jjøt.uatake 
to our oars, since probably he is already in the tower vaxå 
waiting for us with the ten sequins.'' Thus saying the 
two sailors took four oars and flew to the shore« Arrived 
there, they disembarked the tunny, as Ambrose cailed it, 
on the threshold of the small door. This door was Hiada 
in the scarp of the wall, or rather between the wali imd 
the stone which served as its foundation. The sea at the 
foot of the rock in this place, was no le^s than fi% 
fathoms deep ; and hence not only t^oopests, but even a 
moderate wind, flung, mth incredible vipience, the waves 
against this mass ; so that the door had been overthrown 
several times before the bars, from which it took its 
name, were put up. An officer, one of those to whose 
Company Pontano belonged, was standing at the little 
door and ordered the corpse to be l»x>ught immediately 
into a room in the very ssime state in which it was taken 
out of the sea. The Commandant hastily repaired thither 
accompanied by Hannibal and all his staff, eager to avail 
himself of any circumstance which might bring to light 
the cause of tiiis event. When TrivuMo ea.^ Vå^cosj^'-vcl 
the midst of his officers, he \o6ked twhi-^. Iw 1^5i5i:^>'«ai^;» 
but not åading him, said,— " Aix^ ^^ ^q«5wc. ^\i»^'*»'^ - 
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the doctor? it is evidently our duty to ezamine this 
caroase and to dedde whether it were driven into the ses 
by a cannon ball or by the explosion of the mine. Seeik. 
Malvezzi, and request him to oome and explain l^iis aflair. 
In the meanwhile, we will have the body stripped, and 
searoh in the pockets of the clothes, to see if, before he 
set off on this voyage, which must lead to the house of 
the devil, he were not proyided with a passport." 

The corpse was horribly disfigured, half the right side 
of the &ce and th^ skull were broken to pieoes by the 
blow of a stone, and the hip on the same side was lacera- 
ted in several plaoes. It was stripped of its clothes, and 
the latter were searched with every precaution and atten^ 
tion. In one of the small pockets of the waistooat were 
found, a flint and steel : in none of the others was dis- 
oovered anything of oonsequence, or anything which could 
oast the least light orer tlus afifair. 

** May Lucifer fly away with me** then said Ludovioo 
Trivulzio, ''if I can understand why this poor wretoh 
should go thns, and set fire to a mine which was to have 
sent more than a hundred Frenchmen heels uppermost 
in the air. What an ingenious mode of revenge ! lie 
there, you are adomed for a festival, but split open the 
sheath of the sabre, and search the shoulder belt, who 
knows bat the im of the devil may be concealed in one 
of these ornaments." As he uttered these last words, 
Malvezzi, pale and trembling, entered the room in which 
the oouncil was held. The ordinary, who had been sent 
in search of him by the command of Trivulzio, had 
knocked rudely at the bed-ohamber door of the Jew, who 
unacoustomed to these visits, had not strength to answer, 
though he was ahready up and dressed, for in (^t, he had 
neither taken off his clothes, nor lain down during the 
whole mght As soon as he oould gain sufficient breath. 
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he asked with a palpitating heoit, what they wanted with 
him at that hour? ''My Lord Commandant requeøtø 
you will quickly repair to the police chamber/* 

''Bequestsme? IHd he say, he requested meP^added 
the Jew, a little enoouraged by this ooarteous phrase. 

"At least I thought he said so exaotly. He wished 
you to examine the oorpøe of Pontano." 

"Merqy! the oorpae of Pontano? ha^e they then foond 
it?" 

''Tes, it has been fonnd, and they are only waiting for 
you to inspeot it." 

" Qood Heavens ! and why P What oan I do P Is he 
not dead then ? Is he in want of my assistance ?" 

''I do not think he wants the assistance of any one^ 
exoept the grave-digger." 

"But then?— My Lord Gommandant reqnests me to 
be present at this inspeotion, I will come now— go on— 
I will toUow" The ordinary went out, and Malyezzi 
oonsidering any delay useless, tried to coUect all his firm« 
ness. l^ere remaining to him even in the most desperate 
case, no better oourse than that of seeming undisturbed^ 
But his intemal agitation betrayed him, once in proper« 
tion as he was ferociously firm in committing a orime 
under the shadow of mystery, so was he abjeot and trem- 
bling when he felt any fear of being discovered. In spite 
of all his efforts, he was pale and dismayed when he 
entered the room where the above-named persons were 
assembled ; and there he was doomed to endure the most 
terrible sufferings a Jew had undergone since the time of 
Abraham. We said that Ludovioo Trivulzio had ordered 
the bandoUer and the sheath of the sabre to be burst 
open, and while they were executing thia cotqxeiskol^'^^ 
CommaodaQt addressed himaelf to 'NLa^Nom. 

'Oood monung to you Dootoc, v^ix^^^ xDift SS.^. '^^^^^^ 
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oåused you to be disturbed too early; but this ocHrpse 
stinks DOW like a sepulchre. Look on it a little, observe 
it well. These patrifying relics were doubtless oaiiBed by 
the blowiug up of a mine, not the oaress of a oannon ball. 
What is your opinion ? " 

"There is no doubt, my Lord. The right pariøtal 
bone— and the frontal bone of the same side— and also^ 
here the illium"— " Yes ! the illium, and the fh>ntal« and 
the patriarchal are all smashed together, this even I can 
nnderstand, but what is oertain, is, that this unhappy 
man went to boil his pot in the hollow of my mine, and I 
sm waiUng imtil some one ean tell methe reaion of this 
mad aet "—Th^ had proceeded Uius &r, and Malveasa 
had begun to take oourage, when the tin cartouch box 
oontaining the fatal letter, was found. It was so well 
•øaled, that although it had been all night in the water, it 
had not suffered the least ii^ury, every syllable waa 
legible; The situation of Sir Walter Scott's Jew, when 
Frondebæuf was about to thrust him into the oven, was 
not more agonizing ; and it would be difficult to find a 
oomparison capable of giving any idea of Malvezzi's state. 
If the fear alone, that his plot might be disoovered, so 
terribly discomposed him that it scarcely left him voice to 
speak, what must have been his agitation at this terrible 
moment ? His blood congealed in his veins, and his hair 
ftood erect on his forehead ; but all looks were anxiously 
directed towards Trivulzio, .who held in his hånd and 
read, the fatal sheet. His brows were contracted, his eye 
was gloomy and his nether lip trembled with ire. As 
•oon as he had finished the letter a convulsive smile 
writhed his mouth, he looked stead&stly at all the officer« 
who surrounded hiVn^ and giving them the missive. "Bo- 
hold, gentlemen," said h©, " the enigma is solved ; eaoh 
<^you look over this {»^[Mry while I give an eye to 4he 
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othor, to find oat whné are the ingredienti sougfat for, lo 
ftbGilitate the nirrender of this rock." 

Thtui spealdiig, be gave the letter to the officer neavest 
to him, and while the others crowded around him, he 
unfolded the second tfaeet, and afber faaving glanced it 
o¥er. " C^ oh, doetor 1" nid he, ^ we have here need of 
you; but whatS'^Are you Ulf The aght, perhaps, of 
tius oorpee tnms yoa siokf What! are yoa not suffi« 
etenily fiuniliar with death to bear the preøence of a dead 
body withoat falUng into a swoon ; but parhap»— Oome, 
oheer up, dootor, give us your opinion as to tiie nature oc 
theee oonfeotionB. Bo you think ^^ axe drugs to bt 
uaed in tfaé kitdien of a Christian, or ia that of the devil't 
hoase? Arsenio, detton's euli^r, subHmate— And 
theee marks; what do they signifif P Are they ponndi 
or eunoeeP Look a littie-^ooniideB' it well/' Ha 
then h^ out the Uatt, and lÆalvem meoinnioaUr 
took it^ but fae couM ne longor distinguish either the 
paper, the by8taoders,or the room; a thidk mist oovered 
his eyes, and his courage totally: fliUisg htm, bé fell dowm 
as tf he were dead. " Let no dne stor to give him taå^ 
aaid Trivulzic^ etttoding lus haud to oppose those wha 
vrere moving forward to raise him. "Let bo one stir. The 
officer ia need of protectbii and money, who intended to 
bring about the surrender of the oastle, probably by 
BMiking us swallow these Httle pillå, is be not, do you 
think, this gidle^^veP The i^araoters in the letter ave 
oertainly differønt from kis writinfit, but the reoeipt I 
oeuld«wear was jn hisxiwn Ixand/' 

Here the couacil azamined the pt^Mrs, and ihe oizcum-i 
irtanoe was rememl)ered, of Malveøzi being awave of a 
passage by the bridge. The officer charged to ^gHæLVci&st^ 
mation about Pontano, relatedt^^\ub\MJl«Mea>Kn^'^^D^ 
dajr before oonrerang with tlie 3ew. lu toa'-^^iss^V«^*^^ 
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as it almosfc always does hi^ypen, whøn fhe iffobalnlity of 
a crime is sought. If the judge oan suooeed in get»tiiig a 
smgle end into his faand, he twists it about until he has 
nnwound the whole skein. They then thonght oTer the 
way in whioh the mine had heen set on fire, and Hannihal 
Trivulzio, who had assisted in its oonstmotion, fimded he 
had found it out, by supposing that Pontano, when he 
had arrived at the half of the bridge, must have en« 
oountered obstacles whioh would not permit him easily to 
penetrate ftirther. That then, ignorant of the vicinity of 
m barrel of gunpowder, he had probably taken his steel 
and struck a Hght, with whioh he must have been pro- 
Tided; thusinoautiously approaohing too near the deposita 
whioh only awaited a angle spark to burst forth with % 
horrible explosion. The crime of Malyesai was now 
nearly oortoin. It remained to eluddate the motiTe 
whioh oould h&ye nrged the old man to so treaoherous an 
aot But Ludoyioo Trivulzio would not allow them to 
kwe time in oalling him to aooount, and undertook him- 
self to find the means of making him oonféss everything. 
Meanwhile he ordered him to be shut up in the bottom 
of the lower Tower, oalled the Devil's Tower, where 
oertainly he might recover his senses, without there being 
any neoessity for applying salts to his nose. In oonse* 
quenoe of these orders, two soldiers took him on thdr 
shoulders, and thus, half alive as he was, they oairied him 
through long subterraneous oorriders into the prison 
above mentioned; where there was no other ftimiture save 
a wooden table, whioh oooupied two-thirds of its eztent, 
and was about two feet high, On this they laid and lefb 
him, shutting after them two oaken doors, with double 
planks, and flutening them with two long ohains, made 
without any saving of iron. 



More tkaa th^ree hours badc^pøed dwrmg theenrnma- 
tioBs above loentioned, and tbe time was already paøsed 
at whidi tkey usually aeBembled, that i% (uxileis the 
French oonskained tiiem to change the hour) in the coio- 
xnon hidl for their morning meal ; and tben Hannibal, no( 
seeing Lucilla appear, wbo in general rose Yery early, and 
repaired tbitber to work, or to pbiy on ker guitar« desired 
an old woman wbo served tjiiem as oook, to go totbo young 
glrr$ bed ohamber, and remind ^r, in caee abe bad 
forgotton it, tbat it was time for breo^klaat Tbe young 
.TriTuJjdo was anxious to inform ber bimself of wbat bad 
bappened; and besides, it wns bis intention to reveal to 
bis fsAh&F tbe eircumstaqeeaof Luoilla believing berself 
not to be tbe daugbter of Malvesad, in order tbat be migbt 
not oonfound the innocen^ with tbe guil^; and beoausø 
he also wiabed bim to take ber under his proteolion, and to 
ezert bis autb(»rity to discpTer wbo were ber real parenti. 

Old Siodriga, t^e servant sent in searoh of Ludlla, 
w&it limping along to execute tbe oommisBion sbe bad 
reoeived, and wbile abe cUmbed tbe staiis witb diffioultj, 
Icept saying to berself " May St Giacomo belp me ; wbat 
a number of steirs ! It is well for me that tbe kit(^en is 
on tbe ground floor, otberwise legs of iron would weary 
in mounimg to tbis beigbt Let me rest a little; tbere: 
DOW tbat I have taken my breatb I will go on--one^ two. 
tbree— ob, St Giaoomo ! bow many steps 1— ^b. oome-«- 
bere I am at last I always go up tbese stairs onoe a 
montby but every time I do go up them, tbey seem to me 
longer and longer-^ignora Luoilla/' said she^ ndsing ber 
sbrill YCHoe still bigher, in order to distinguisb the so- 
liloquy trom tbe dialogue, sinoe wbile taUdng thus to 
hersel^ aba bad reaobed tbe door of LuoUla's rooov« 
" Captain Hannibal sends to know \i TOOiVt^'^^lir 

'No, good Bodiigg, I am very ¥r^'* 
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**Tou might have said Donna Bodriga^" nmttored ihe 
fiervant between her teeth, for she was Spanish, and rerj 
tenacious about titles and distinotionfl. However, tbe 
epithet good, sweetened, in Bome degree, the bittemefls of 
the omission. '* He begs you then, Sign<Mra Luoilla, to 
come down to breakfast." • 

"Tou know^ my good Eodriga,** replied the maidan, 
without notioing the stress laid on the word Siffnorø, 
"you know that I never allow myself to be waited fyt; 
Signor Abel has forgotten to unlock my door, and, saye 
by his oonsent, 'I cannot get out; have the kindneaa to 
ask him to give you the key." 

''Tes,truly/' said the old woman to herself, "Signor 
Abel probably wants somebody to unlook his own door, 
and the oonsent of those who can ordw it done, is not so 
^uickly to be had." But.[a8 Donna Bodriga thoug^t 
Lucilla was the daughter of Malvezzi, notwithstanding 
the anger she felt at this seoond emission, she had not the 
heart to affliot her by the intelligenoe of the old man 
being in prisen, and she oontented herself with saying, 
that as he was not in his ohamber, she would desire some 
one else to open the door.l ^This in faet she did, and went 
4own stairs, which she desoended with no less diffionlty, 
sinoe, unfortunately, if her knees wanted the flezibility 
necessary to raise her legs in asænding, they had too muoh 
in desoending. Arrived therefore at the last step, she 
exclaimed, after a long drawn breath of satisfaotion, 
"Thanks be to St.Giacomo !" Scarcely had Hannibal heard 
that the young girl was shut up in her room, ere he 
seized a master key, and hastened to set her at Uber^. 
Lucilla had passed a very melancholy night. The events 
of the preoeding evening had cruelly disturbed her, and 
when Hannibal presented himself before her, she was so 
paløj that any one, especaally a\oN«t,oo\)\^^«sSc5 \«t«sR'5k 
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how much she had undergone, and was still oontinuing to 
suffer. Hannibal affectionately interrogated her as to the 
canse of her disorder, so much the more apparant, as he 
had never seen her otherwise than dressed with the great- 
est neatness and eleganæ. This morning, althoiigh the 
hour was late, she had not thought of her toilette, and 
her beauty appeared to the eye of Hannibal, of a totally 
difierent character ; her black hair esoaped in long tresses 
negligently down her neck. She was wrapped in a long 
and wide mantle of black silk, which oontributed much to 
augment a certain air of languor, shed over her face by 
the terrible scenes above narrated. 

"Surely, surely, Lucilla, you must be ill," said the 
young lover, with an air of eager solicitude. 

'* You are mistaken, my lord, I have not, i)erhaps slept 
very well, but I am not ill. How is it, however, that you 
have become my jailor ? Signor Malvezzi— " 

" Sweet Lucilla, since yesterday many events have 
occurred — Signor Malvezzi convicted of having attempted 
a horrible aet of treachery, awaits,.in the southem tower, 
the reward of his orimes." 

"Oh, how was it?— wha^i do you say?— explain your- 
self." 

Here Hannibal related to Lucilla all the circumstanoes 
of which our readers are already informed, and which 
constituted ihe crime of Malvezzi. The timid girl srept 
at the redtal ; but she could not tell if her tears were 
oaused by the peril the Trivulzios had incurred, or that 
which hung over the old jew. She then narrated how he 
had threatened her with a dagger for having innocently 
cast her eyes over some papers which lay before her, 
although she could assert, with an oath, thaJt %\^<^ Ytsv^ ^"^ 
distinguished even whether they wet^ "smNi^ieG. xsv ^V^^s^ss«^ 
orMebreWfSo careless was the fJlauw^'^^M*^'^^^^'^^^^ 



upon them. Hazmibal dednoed, from wlukl he hmrå, • 
new proof of the crime whidi had hem imimted to 
Malvezzi ; bat LudUa peroehing that he mighl atifl 
himself of it, to render the sitoatrøn of 12ie enlprit moie 
disastrous than it wasat this period, oox^juredhira to tidnk 
no more of the oommonication, hot to consider il as 
never haying been made. The détio«7 of this Vmif 
girl never slumbered for a moment, and althongh she had 
not a greater enemy than Malvezzi, she repelled the idea 
of ii^uring the wretch most worthy of ponishment. She 
had no difficulty in obtainxng firom Hannibal his inramise 
not to ase as a weapon what she had revealed to hhn, 
since tnie love has no greater deHght ijbxa that of yield- 
ing to the wishes of the beloved objeot LadDa tiien 
begged him to preoede her into the hall, since she had 
already peroeived the negHgence of her dress, and in less 
than ten minates, having given a Httle attention to ohanns 
which did not reqoire it, sinoe yonth and neatness are a 
woman's best ornaments, she rejoined him qaiokly m tiie 
hall, where Trivulzio and some of his officers irere mdt- 
ing for her at the break&st table. 

The situation of the yoimg girl was most perplezing. 
Aslongas Malvezzi passed for her father, she was entirdy 
dependent upon him, and he afforded to her aldnd of pio- 
tection ; but as soon as the old man had, with his own montii 
confessed that he i( as not related to her, she foond herself 
an orphan, and alone in the world, without fortone, with- 
out a guide, and without support. Hannibal must of neoes- 
sity become her anchor of safety, the star which alone 
oould oonduct her into a peaoeftil haven : bat her natiiral 
pride was alarmed at the idea of taking a single step which 
might cause it to be guessed that the difficulties of hw 
own atuation oonstrained her to lond an ear to his pro- 
posals. Hid she beeu endowod m^\i\Jaft fpKAa^AVsi^«R^ 
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and with wealth; mheRted from her pftrents an illus- 
triooB name, there is no doabt bat that her oondoot would 
have been different ; and liiat, foUowing the dictatea 
of her heart, she would haye evinced less shyneas than 
the delicacy of her sex, in all its rigoor, migfat reqaire. 
Without aocounting to herself for tfaese £édiags,the yoang 
girl secretly tbought, during the brief paasagef^om hør 
own room to the hall that she ought to be more oiream- 
speot in her behaviour than ever, and when she found 
herself in the midst of seven or eight dBoers, ahnoet all 
brilliont with youth; and, from their state and nature,. 
Httle versed in the delioate req)eot due to her situation, 
Mushes covered her beautifrd oheeks, and a few tears^ 
which she tried in vain to restrain, feU from heat eyee. 
But at the very same moment there came to her aid the 
old oommandant, who, although he mistook tiie cause of 
her distress, nevertheless, sucæeded by the kindest ex« 
presraons in reassuring her. Tndy Luoilla was one to 
captiyate the afOsctions of all aronnd her, and Ludovioo 
Trivulzio, although a stranger, both from his age and 
<diaraoter, to the softer emotions of Uie heart, loved her 
muoh, and frequently peræiTéd what Luoilla wanted. 
He had for her the tenderést regard. Had he to dedde 
on any fømily afiBedr, it was, ** Let us hear Lucilla's opin- 
ion." Sometimes military occupations letarded tiiieir 
dinner. '*Excuse us oh, LucUla^ we have made you wait 
^but you are so good," and a thousand of those delieate 
attentioirø whioh— pardoulariy vh«i they oome from a 
a heart naturally rough— 4isdose a oertain sympathy, a 
certain wish to please, without the mind as it were being 
oonsoious of it. As soon tben as he peroeiyed the maiden's 
embarrassment, he adyanced towards her, and ^aså. 
" Cheer up, my Lucilla, you li&N^ Ytfi>dQm%\A ^^^bk \ ^^rs^«^^ 
oome OB mj good girl, youTlafiM\»Sft^\ssQ.^3«*s^»^*^«»^ 
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of a dove. This, gentlemen''— Addød lie^'^drawing her 
gently forward by the hånd, and presenting her to tlie 
officers, "this is my ward ; from this day I appoint mysdf 
her guardian. Sit down, and let os breaikfiist while tfaeøe 
devils of Frenohmen leave us in peaoe. Who knowB, if 
in half an hour we oould do so without having the lym- 
panums of our ears broken by their oorsed music, always 
to the same tune." 

They seated themselves, Luoilla between theoommand- 
ant and an old coloneL The conversation beoame genera]» 
and no one said a word of Malvezzi, or of the bridge. 

After breakfast Lucilla retired. The officers went to 
relieve their companions on guard, and the Trivulaios 
were left together. Hannibal took this opportunity to 
inform his father, that Lucilla was not the daughter of 
Malvezzi, and the communication proved most gratifying 
to the oommandant. 

" It seemed impossible," said he, 'Hhat this gentle lamb 
could be the daughter of that wolf. I am glad to hear it, 
very glad So ! now we can punish the jew without scruple, 
and 1 swear to the devil he shall confess all— aye, all ; or 
I will have him roadted like a kid." 

"Do not forget, my dear father, to make him reveal to 
whom the damsel belongs, in order that we may afberwards 
seek for her parents.* 

"Eeveal it! Oh, I promise you he shall reveal it. 
When he sees himself on the point of having his head 
thrust into an obex, by the side of which stands a cannon- 
ier with a lighted match, he will reoommend himself to 
his guardian saint." 

'* Oh no, exouse me my father, he will do nothing of 
the kind." 

*'No I do you say nop Perhaps he thinks I shall have 
lumJmngP" 



156 

''I have no doubt, and he deserves it: but he will oall 
to his aid the patriarchs and prophets, because I believe 
him tobeajew." 

" A Hebrew, a jew— a dog of an unbelieyer P a Deicide ? 
Did he say his name was Abel, or Cain ? But well, well 
very well! poor Lucilla! poor dove. Luoilla shall lose 
nothing by being separated from this serpent. If acannon 
ball does not carry away my head, she shall be to me 
in the place of a daughter. I will oontrive to marry 
her to some brave old officer ; but go above, Hannibal, to 
your duty, and look again at the intrenchment of the 
little fort. Apropos, I wam you that the fence must 
proceed in a zig-zag. Meanwhile, hunger and oold will 
restore the jew to his senses. A jew ! — a jew deoeive a 
Triyulzio ! — ^to oome and shut himself up in this rock on 
purpose to betray me P My poor wound ! methinks I 
feel the pain now— but no! it is nothing, dear>doctor! 
I will make you give me a receipt in fuU for all evils." 

Hannibal, consoled as to the ftiture fate of Luoilla, 
without being terrified by the threats of matrimony made 
on his father's part, to oomplete the office of guardian 
which he had assumed, went to his post in very high 
spirits, and the more willingly from the fort being situated 
exactly under the windows of the beautiful girl. If every 
youth were to perform his duties under the eyes of an 
amiable woman whom he wished to please, no doubt he 
would fulfil them with the greatest precision ; nor would 
the absence of mind to which he would be frequently 
subject, interfere in the least with his aoouraoy in oonw 
pieting them. 



Chaptxs XIII. 



If an Iin^te when he has nothing to do, and plentgr 
of time on his hånds, (niioe even duiing the most farisk 
negociations there is ålways an hour of stagnation and 
t&goBe,) diverts himaelf as at a foyonrite pastime, in look- 
ing over, oountingoyer, and weighing again, thatgold; 
amasiod as muoh without soruple as to the means^ as 
yrititx fear and haseness, onr readers will be obliged t9 
oonfesB that l^e jew of this story, although he had at his 
disposal faoth leisure and solitude^ oonld not in theae first 
xnomentSi employ himself in this innoænt leoretttioiL 
He had not passed half an hour in the prison where he 
was diut up, when reooyering by degrees from the ston- 
ning shook under whioh his senses had given way, he ooii!- 
c^ved all the horrors of his situation. Seated on a table 
whioh served him as a bed and a ohair, he cast a glanæ 
around him. The loom in whioh he was, migbt be aboul 
seven or eight feet squarei and was lighted from a window 
on a levd with the oeiling^ defended by two rows of iron 
Iwn, 80 thiok, as to eause any one to ahudder who had 
thought of removing a single one. The door as we have 
already said, was of double planks of oak, and if the gates 
of Gaza had been as firmly oonnected and attached to 
suoh massive hinges, Sampson would have endeavoured 
in yain to oarry them otL 
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The waves of the sea broke with a noisy impetuosity 
against^the foot of^thejitower, and sometimes drove the 
spray even within the windows, so that the place was very 
damp and extremely unhealthy. The walls were covered 
with arabesques, sketched with charooal, and with sen- 
tences^or proverbs, written by those who had inhabited 
it previous to MalvezzL One of these probably was a 
painter, since [he had with mucfa skill, drawn upon the 
wall opposite the winddw, a crucifiz, oolored with the 
material above-mentioned. A Glory of Angels floated 
oVer the head, and the fore finger of one hånd pointed to 
a writing at the foot, which said— "Ye innocent hope. 
Ye guilty tremble ! " 

Malvezzi remained some minutes silently oontem- 
piating this picture, but as he looked at the inscription, 
both the hånd and'the writing, appeared to him the same 
which at the banquet of Belshazzar, pronounced the fatal 
sentenoe to that monarch. He turnedhis back on this 
troublesome' lesson, and raised his eyes in a direct line 
with the window. The height at which it was situated, 
axxå the bars, the number of which amounted to thirty- 
sii, for they were very close together, disheartened him 
affcer a momentary glan'ce; and we must own that when 
a man is enclosed within the walls of a prison, his first 
i^ is to discover if there be any probability of escape. 
Hé placed himself then agåinst the wall paraUel with the 
doot, and the ptospect was not one calculated to console 
him', but as there only now remained one more point of 
view, on which to make his observations, (the wall behind 
hi!m,)he had not courage to move; and remained with his 
eyes fixed on the door, the sole aperture which could 
afibrd him room for an exit, provided when au^ '^^T^^-'b. 
opened it they should* not oppoae \na mXftTjJsvxsaXo ^"»»^ 
out 
SI 



1«8 

When grief can exhale itself in tean, or in impreotk 
tions, it is said that it begins to dimlnJBh, but our Mal- 
vczzi remained mute for some time. HLs eyee were dry 
as the sand of the desert, the muscles of his face were 
contractod, his look troubled ond ferocious. If despalr 
could ever havo taken possession of a soul, for so long a 
timo mean and dograded, there remained to him one way 
of escape. To dash out his brains against the walls whioh 
surrounded him, or to plant in his heart, the dagger 
which still remained concealed under his vest But even 
had the scaffold been before his eyes, the ooorage to 
avoid it, by these means would have fiuled him. Affeer 
an hour or more of immobility, the cowardioe inherent 
to his race regained its post. Two rivulets of tears ran 
down his cheeks, He knelt down, bent his loins, and 
pressed his forehead against the table ; then rising on his 
knees, opening his arms, and extending them towards 
the ceiling, he broke forth into these lamentations. — 
^ God of battles ! God of Moses ! of my fathers. Thou 
whou Gouldst redeem thy people from Egyptian bondage. 
Thou who couldst rescue them from the sword of 
Fharoah, who in thy power, never forgettest either the 
king on his throne, nor the worm that crawls on the dung 
hill— God of mercy ! wilt thou abandon in a prison, the 
miserable being who now implores thy pity ? — ^Poor Abel! 
unfortunate Abel! innocent Abel— yes! innocent, be- 
cause in faet, no crime was, after all, committed, they 
live, they still live, these Trivulzios, on whom I have 
bestowed so many cares— so very many." But he tried 
in vain to find some excuse, he could not succeed even in 
deceiving himself, and it seemed as if every time he 
uttered a word contrary to truth, that a hånd of iron 
thrust it back into his throat. He ceased for a few 
momeDts, but the wioked nevet imjJVotft "VJaa Tofttcy of 
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€rod with sinoerity, and Malvezzi, of whose religious 
opinions we are already aware, merely had reoourse to a 
supreme Being, in this dilemma^ from absolutely not 
knowing to whom else to address himself. He did not 
however remain long with such thoughts, since passing 
from one extreme to the other, (because perhaps his 
conscience told him that he was unworthy to pro- 
nounce the name of GK>d, and implore His mercy,) he 
broke out into horrible imprecations, smiting his breast 
violently with his closed hånd. It cfaanoed that in this 
aet, hestruck a purse of gold which he always carried 
between his waistcoat and his shirt, and the sound of this 
metal, changed the course of his desponding ideas. Not 
that he had ever forgotten that ho' had a purse, this was 
impossible, but in certain aocidents which threaten life, 
even the dearest thought, without oeasing to occupy the 
heart, slumbers awile, to give place to ideas connected 
with our own safety, although it awakens quickly afber- 
wards to resume its predominanoe. The sound then of 
the gold seemed to mitigate the horrors of his situation. 
He suspended his blows, seated himself, and put his hånd 
slowly under his vest, when it came in contact with the 
handle of his dagger. He drew it from his bosom, looked 
at it moumfully, then laid it down with a oertain sorrow- 
ful air, ahaking his head, as if he had asked himself 
whether it could be made useful, and the answer was in 
the negative. He plunged his hånd again between his 
shirt and waistcoat, and seizing the strings of a silk 
purse, drew it carefuUy from his pocket bs if he feared to 
si)oil it. He remained refleoting thus for some moments, 
contemplating the money between the holes of the purse ; 
then he cautiously untied the knot, gave a mech.«!cÅs:Ri. 
and habitual glance around, and aiVet'w^x^^ '^>ix^*"Sosk 
wnteutø into hia lap, feeling t\ift ^>xt«fe Q^^st «cA^ ^"^'^ 
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again, as if to aænre himsolf that not a sin^ oom rer 
mained within. He began then to count them, but nol 
in the same mood mentioned at the beginning of this 
chapter; since instead of proving an amusementy his 
mind seemed tormented in various ways. A sigh acoooL- 
panied every unit which passod trom the heap into hit 
hånd, and whoever could have penetrated into his innios^ 
thoughts, would have been witness to a curioos stmg^. 
We think we can give our readers an idea of it, hy tfa# 
following ehicidation. Malvezzi vas of opinion that no 
one could resist the force of gold. As soon as his mind 
was suffidently at ease to revolve in it at his pleasure this 
maxim^he perceivodthe possibility of saying himael^— his 
heart enlarged by some inches, his pain was sosp^idedy 
he had a moment's calm. But in order to save himself in 
any way, it would be indisp^isable to sacrifice this ipold« 
Here his heart contracted again, and deep drawn breathp 
ings began to accompany the counting of the money. 
Threc hundred and twenty, were the sighs he gave. Tbø 
reader may deduce from this, how mauy were the ounoe% 
warning him however to deduct from the aooount, som« 
pieces, which being of a recent coinage and over w^ght^ 
had exacted a double tribute of the above. '* If I were to 
offer this dog of a Trivulzio'' (said he to himself) '"these 
three hundred ounces, provided he would spare my life^ 
could he resist such a generous offer ? This carcase I 
will say to him, the abode of troubles and toils— can it be 
worth so muoh ? Who would give ten pounds for it P 
and I offer you for it two hundred ounces of gold ? two 
hundred ? Methinks there are three. Yes ! three hun- 
dred ! but I will say two, since I can always increase 
the offer. I might even begin with one hundred, I 
might"— If a muffled sound of distant footsteps, had not 
interrupted this aet of subtracUon, who knows how fiur 
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he might have diminished the sum which he intended to 
sacrifice for his ransom, hut scaroely had this noise smote 
on his ear, ere he hastened to replace the money in the 
purse and thrust it hack into his hosom. Tvro guards 
came &om Trivulzio to enquire after his health. They 
had orders to conduot him into the presenæ of the Com- 
mandant, and therefore they asked him if he preferred 
going on his own legs, in order to spare them the trouble 
of oarrying him on their shoulders. 

" No, no my sons," said the hypocrite, ** I will try to 
support myself on my knees ; I will not haye you take 
tilis trouble for me, more particularly as in my present 
miserable state I should not know how to reward you.'' 
The archers smiled at this declaration, and raising him 
with more civility than he oould have h<^[>ed for, lifted 
him from the table and perceived the dagger. One of 
them took possession of it. Malvezzi was displeased at 
tilis first attempted invasion of his property : he did not 
80 much regret the blade, ae tiie handle, in which the 
gtuds were of silver. " Take it my son," said he, ** prize 
this weapon : I give it to you because I should not know 
how to use it, even were ten assassins at my throat. Re- 
member that the setting is of pure silver, and may be worth 
about twelve pounds.— Ohl how my knees totter — do not 
think that it is firøm fear, no. I am innocent ; but since 
yesterday morning I have not tasted food. My weakness 
is eztreme — support me I beseech you." — Thus speaking 
he set off between the two guards, and walked, but with 
difficulty, and supported bythemen. Amvedhowever 
at the foot of the spiral stairoase which led to the upper 
flooF, he oould proceed no fiirther, upon which they 
seized him, one by the shoulders the otber by the feet^ 
and bore him to the door of the Xi-dX, Vdl ^\M2a. ^««» 
awsaUng bim, the Trivulmoa, an^ t\» %\«Sl ^«tfst ^«ttfi 
oomposed with them this Co\moi!L oi ^ «t . | 
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The shades of the departed, wben they appeared before 
the inexorable Bhadamanthus, were not more pale ncor 
trembling tban Malvezzi, and be was very near losiiig bis 
senses a socond time, wben the commandant oame to bis 
succour witb a cordial of an entirely new kind. "Listen," 
said be. "Tbou dog of an unbeliever, if you treat me witii 
anotber patbetio scene Uke tbat of tbis morning, in a 
swoon thougb you may be, I will bave you bung by tbe 
neck to tbe battlements of tbis tower ; take beed tben, 
and do not fall into an epilepsy Uke an elk, if you wish to 
live a few bours longer." 

Tbese words, in tbemselves anytbing but consoling, re- 
tained tbe fleeting spirits of tbe Hebrew, wbo made a 
sign witb bis bead, as if to say tbat be WQuld use bis best 
efforts to prevent tbe necessity of Trivulzio keeping bis 
promise. He tben oast bis eyes round in searcb of 
Lucilla, as we sball look about in tbe day of judgment fbr 
some proteoting angel to interoede for us witb tbe Al- 
migbty, but tbe angel was not tbere, and oonsequently tbe 
bopes of tbis reprobate sank. He was ordered to seat 
bimself facing tbe tribunal, between tbe two guards. 
Tbe members of tbis counoil of war sat round a small 
table, oovered witb soarlet clotb, upon wbicb, besides tbe- 
implementa aeoessacy for Yrnton^, ^eix^ lai<i thd letter 



and the other paper found upon Pontano ; there was be- 
sides, a small Itravelling casket, which Malvezzi quickly 
reoognized as his own. His courage nearly abandoned 
him at tbis sigbt; but be recalled to mind tbe tbreat of the 
commandant, and tbe fear of only regaiuing bis senses 
to find himself about to be suspended by a oord round his 
neck to a hook, made him again avoid the consequenoes 
of the terror caused by this fatal sigbt. It being quite 
true, that the idea of the gallows is more efficacious in 
keeping a man in his senses than all the essences of the 
perfumer, or the salts of the chemist. The guard who 
had possessed himself of the dagger, laid it upon the table, 
relating how and where he had found it. 

When they were all seated, the commandant, who, from 
his rank, exercised the office of president, began to inter- 
rogatethejew, while an officer wrote down the questions 
and answers. In order not to interrupt the dialogue with 
continual " he said, and he answered," we sball mark with 
a T, and an M the words of Trivulzio and those of Mal- 
vezzi. 
. T. " Who are you, and what is your name ?** 
M. '* Abel Malvezzi, by profession a physician." 
T. ** Take care, and do not utter a syllable that is 
false: if there be any thing which may, in some degree, 
diminish the punishment you have deserved, it is a truth- 
ful confession of all the sins, both mortal and venial, 
which you have committed. Is Abel Malvezzi your real 
name ?" 

M. '*My real name is Gionata Salomone; my com- 
panions and friends, during my childhood* changed the 
name Gionata into Abel, owing to the innocence and sim- 
plicity of my manners.'* 

An ironicai .'smile passed ovei 'JbTttft "^^ cA ^ '"Qaa^s^- 
standere at this impudent deolax&\ioix,^ra^> ^'^V«« \<asBps^ 
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not to peroeive it, and oontinaed thns. " The snnunniøi 
Malvezzi, was substituted for that of Salomone, by anoUe- 
man in Bologna, whom I attended for a mortal malady, 
which brought him to the tomb, in spite of all mj en- 
deavours, and he lefb me a legacy on o(mdition of my 
taking bis name." 

T. " Where were you bom ?** 

M. " In Amsterdam.** 

T. " I tbink you told me formerly, that you were a 
native of Monaca, in Bayaria." 

M. *' I may have said that I was taken there as a 
child, and that I therefore considered this dty as my 
native place." 

T. **It may be so; the remembranoe will not avail 
either you or me. What made you abandon your oountry 
to wander about the world 9" 

M. "The wish to aid my fellow creatures. I have 
leamed, from a Babbi of London, several secret spedfics 
for many maladies. I became a cosmopolite for the bene- 
fit of all those who should require my assistance." 

T. "The specifio destined for me, and for the oom- 
position of which you sent in search of these ingredienti^ 
was it amongst the choioe receipts given you by the 
Babbi ? Did you ever make use of it ?* 

M. "The remedies which I had the honor to ad- 
minister to your excellency, always mitigated the pains 
by which you were tortured, and if the wish for a more 
Speedy cure, or impatience at a long attendance, had not 
often prevented your havihg recourse to them with the 
regularity and faith they deserved, you would, by this 
time have been perféctly cured.** 

T. "Liko tho nobleman at Bologna. Is it with the 
intention of effeoting a more speedy oure that you wish 
aø to swallaw these few drug^?^ 
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M. "I swear by all the ho — I mean to say by the 
patriarchs and prophets, tbat I never had the least inten- 
tion of doing any thing to your excellenoy, save the 
greatest possible good— " 

T. ** Is this paper in your hånd writing ?" 

M. " No, your excellency, believe me— your excellenoy 
knows my writing — oh, heavens ! — to suppose me capable 
of 80 much wickedness! — I oall as witness—may I be 
hung if— 

T. " And you will, doubt it not ! 1 told you that a 
single lie would place the halter round your neck more 
quickly: in these few answers you have strung together 
so many, and suoh enormous ones, that, if they were 
pearls, thoy would form the rlchest necklace in the world. 
And is this other paper in your hånd writing ?" 

M. Yes; no— Oh God of Abraham— but who oould 
have their minds sufficiéntly at ease to answer oorreotly 
when their miserable life is threatened every moment ? 
for pity's sake, my Lord, your excellency, have mercy on 
me. I am o'nly an innocent, caliimniated being;.yes, I 
know this writing; it is mine; biit the paper was stolen 
ttom me ; I never intended'—bélieye it, my lord ; I swear 
i^ on my honor." 

■ rp «« Truly your honof is a somewhat dubiouspledge, . 
And what business had you with Fontano two days 
since?** 

* M*. " Witli Pontano ! "VTho is hie ? I do not know 
him. I never saw him. Iriéyér spoke tO him." 

T. " Guards, seize hiiå ^y the neck, and drag him to 
the tower. Consign him to the exécutloner that he may 
change his cravat.*' 

M. " Mercy my lord, mercy ! pi1y,oharity,<»\sy^"^5S^<5«^ 

for a poor old man, who has one too\i m XSoife \Bc»N^r 

T. Ifyoii have already one «bot V^i^t^Vv^'*'^^^^'*^ 
22 ^ 
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the les8 to send the other after it. I will keep my 
promiw. You are only a liar— guards obey. 

liere Hannibal begged him to suspend the execution 
of this scntcnco until the culprit had revealed a3 much 
as thcy wb^hed to know of the story of Ludlla. There- 
forc, aftor dcsiring the guards (who had alrcady seized 
the jcw by tho arm, and were abont to drag him o£^ 
according to order), to defer this duty. Hannibal, with 
hb father's permission, assumed the offioe of interrogator. 

H. " Is Lucilla your daughter ?** 

M. "You are wolves tormenting a poor sheep — ^tear 
mo to pieces— roast me— devour me ; I will not answer 
another syllable." 

T. '* Mind what you are about. Sheep with the horn 
of Beelzebub, if I deteot you in another fiUsehood, I will 
not give you time for repentanoe." 

Thoso words cscaped the lips of old Ludovico, who knew 
not liow to accustom himself to play the part of a simple 
liHtencr ; but Hannibal giving him a glance whioh signi- 
fijod an cntrcaty, continued his questions thus. 

H. "Answer, Malvczzi, speak the truth, remomber 
that there now only remain to you a few hours of life,and 
that you are bound to repair, as much as in you lies, the 
ovils which you have occasioned. I am anxious to know 
all that concems this maiden. Say, is she your daughter ?" 

M. "A fow hours of life ! ah, my lord, do not trifle 
with tho foolings of an unhappy man ! — ^it is impossible 
that you can really threaten the life of a poor innooent 
being. This is doubtless only a pretext to inveigh against 
an individual who you have discovered belongs to a per- 
secutod race, and one that is abhorred by you. Listen, 
then, to my proposition. If you treat me thus soverely, 
in order that I may offer you money— this Uttle casket is 
mine. I think that no one has yet toucXiod vV «i\i^ 1 oxyejht 



to have the key here at my girdle. The boz only oontaiiu 
some precious oriental maDuscripts, which I brought from 
Constantinople to sell. To you, my lords, who do not 
understand Arabio, this gift would be useless. Deign to 
send it back to my chamber. I have no money in it ; 
but if you wish for some fifty ounoes — oh, miserable me ! 
— The little money which I have gained with so muoh 
toil— if you wish it — oh, my lords— fifty ounces Ibr this 
wretched life ? but you are generous ; you will not de- 
stroy me in body and purse both! Fifty ounoes? 
Mercy ! It is the ransom of a prince." 

Here Hannibal interrupted him by raising the lid of the 
little casket, which had been opened without the key 
that was still hanging at the Hebrew's girdle. The youth 
drew from it some purses, and pointing to ^hem said* 
" Your Oriental manuscripts have quickly undergone an 
advantageous metamorphosis. Some fairy, who probably 
wished to possess such rarities, has stolen them, and sub- 
stituted their value in gold. But do not be uneasy about 
your money. No one wishes for it, and we will leave you 
time to dispose of it by will. Meanwhile, I beg you to 
answer candidly the question which I put to you for the 
third time. Is Lucilla your daughter ?" 

M. " No one wishes for my money, and yet my little 
casket is forced open. Alas, how wretched am I ! My 
substance and my life betrayed ! A fine reward for hav- 
ing shut myself up in this rock to cure your excellency 
of your pains, at the risk of being killed by a bomb, or 
put to the edge of the sword by the French ! Ah me ! 
I am miserable ! ruined ! assassinated !" 

The reader vdll not have waited for us to observe, that 
Malvezzi now perceived he could only dei^i ^iofe \<i^^s«^ 
which hung over him, by refugvn^ \iO tess^aS. \jKxssS>si^ 
"listoj-y; and therefore, every tiax^ XMsaX. ISssKcSa^'*^^ 
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Malvezzi was again led back to and shut up in his humid 
prison. When the bread and water destined for his 
supper were brought to him, he laid himself down with 
his face to the ground, covering it with his hånds;, 
like a man deprived of all hope. The night closing 
more quickly in that place than in any other, had already 
extended its shades, which became every moment darker 
and darker. What horrid thoughts agitated the mind of 
this unhappy wretch, it is more easy to oonceive than to 
describe. If on one hånd the obscurity of the night 
augmented the terrors of his situation, the idea that the 
new day would be the harbinger of torture and torments, 
agonized him to such a degree, that he knew not whether 
to wish that the morning should dawn quickly, in order 
to dissipate with the darkness the importunate phan- 
tasms that terrified him, or to implore another Joshua to 
arrest the oar of the sun in the opposite hemisphere. To 
prevent the appearance of that luminary, which was to 
g;iye light to the ezecutioners, already perhaps intent upon 
preparing the instruments destined to tear his flesh in 
pieoes. But the hours prooeed always with an equal pace 
and suooeed each other as wave to wave. Whether to the 
unhappy sufferer, who, stretchcd on a bundle of thorns 
oount« with tears the moments, or to the favorite of 
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ane, who^ lying on a bed of roses, sleeps tranquilly 
he side of his beloved. Imagination alone possesses 
tnagic to cheat the constant march of time, and pre- 
ate it into eternity with the fiery speed of the oourser, 
be slow and weary step of the infirm and gouty old 
1. Por this forlorn wretch, whose night of misery was 
)e etemal, the dawn came too quickly. As the first 
\ of light found their way through the bars of the 
dows, it might have been said that a vapour of arsenic 

struck upon his eyes. He closed them ae it were 
nst them, and to delude himself to such a degree as to 
eve that all was still in darkness; but this illusion 
f lasted for an instant. He seated himself on his hard 
, and considered it for a moment, as if to assure him- 
that it was not formed of hooks or large pins. Then 
3ast a glance around, and, the day light now increasing^ 
ixed his eyes on some sentences that were traced here 
i there with charcoal. Here was written — 
"Una sålus viotis, nullam 
Sperare salutem." 
le shook his head, as if to say— This will not do for me. 
n another plaoe he read as follows: — 

" Tu ne cede malis, sed contra audaoior ito." 
Pine words ! the stoical firmness of which books make 
ist V said Malvezzi. " If the author, instead of being 
tly seated in a cabinet, enriched by all the gifts of 
KXBnas and Augustus, when he wrote, had found him- 
f here in my place, the boldness which he recommends 
others, would have dissolved in bitter tears." Tuming 

eyes more upwards, he saw that terrible verse of 
lighieri, which is written over the gate of heil. 
"Lasciate ogni speranza, 
O voi che entrate." 
Ihese worda fell Uke lead upon \njB\ieKc\»,«iA^i'^*^5»x^^^ 
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shuddering from the sight to the opposite wall. But what 
was bis surprise, on perceiTing in the darkest oomer of 
the room, some lines in Hebrew. The sight alone of these 
characters, before he had time to make out their sense, 
caused his heart to leap with joy. The discovery of a well 
wbich presents itself to the thirsty traveller, and at the 
moment when he had lost all hojie of meeting with one^ 
awakens in his breast a palpitation of pleasure, before he 
has time to reflect that it is possible the well may be dry 
or that the means may be wanting to extraot the wished 
for liquid. A similar impression was made on the mind 
of the Jew, by the sight alone of the characters of his 
nation. Neither did it strike him for a moment that it 
might be only a fhiitless complaint, or the consoting 
moral refleotion of some viotim of human injustice, or the 
rigour of the laws ; and we see that Malvezzi was not dis- 
posed to reoeiye with pleasure, either oonsolations or oom- 
plaints. Neveitheless the presentiment was not delusive 
which awoke his mind to joy, since on beginning to read, 
he found the foUowing insoription, which we shall trans- 
late at onoe without troubling ourselves to introduoe the 
Hebrew, which was written on the wall. 

" Corresponding with this oomer, between the table and 
the floor, there is an opening. Unhappy son of Israel, if 
thou hast courage, descend ; close the opening, and thou 
wilt be safe." 

Afber this intelligence, none of our readers will sup- 
pose that Malvezzi even glanced over the other sen tences, 
of which there were several on the walls. He hastened 
ttierefore to creep between the table and the floor, in the 
direction pointed out, and groping thus, he sought the 
small door which covered the bole, but he sought in vain 
ibr about half an hour. As vainly did he invoke all the 
patnjuvhå and prophets of sacred history to aid him in 
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lis searoh. He had now lost all hope, when ezaotly in a 
ine with the oomer, between the two walls, he saw a 
tmall iron ring, ooncealed in a cavity, and inserting in 
ihis the middle and fore fingers of his right hånd, he 
'aised, not without some effort, the covering from the 
lole. His heart dilated at this disoovery ; but his joy 
icarcely lasted a minute ; since, penetrating with his eyes 
lus subterraneous abode, an obscurity darker, as he 
ihought, than Egyptian darkness, reigned around. The 
iraves of the sea roared hoarsely in his ears, and it seemed 
ts if it were only a few feet from the level of the ground. 
He felt all round with his hånd, the whole length of 
lis arm, and only enoountered the smooth wall which 
turrounded the aperture like a well; no stairoase, no 
)oint of support, at least to the depth he could measure 
¥ith his hånds. He remained thus anxjously waverin^ 
IB to what part he should take, and then the words of the 
vriting occurred to his mind. " Se hai coraggio scendi." 
— " If thou hast courage desænd." Courage was the 
rery thing that failed him. '* I, go and bury myself in 
ihis abyss, where no one can bring a cord to save me ! 
^Vlio would have the temerity to plunge himself into 
ihis gulf ? David, Gideon, Ahud, even the boldest of the 
ions of Israel would shudder at falling spontaneously into 
uch a pitfall ! Ah ! perhaps the safety of which this 
vriting speaks only means suicide. Oh, Gk)d of Jacob ! 
ndependently of the laws, which prohibit it, no Israelite 
lad ever the courage to oommit suicide, and yet — but 
he ezecutioners, the tortures, the sufferings, the scaffold, 
vhich are unfailingly reserved for me ! Since if they had 
»urage to refuse my gold for a ransom !— oh, heavens ! 
ny gold. No ! alas, they did not reftise it, they took it 
)y force. Wretched me ! what boy^ ol ^<^\il t«cdsssc»& 
or me?—the seoret of Lucilla?— a\i\ \Xi«Bfe\sv>X*3aRit«i''^^. 
S3 
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kiiow how to drag it from my mouth. Shonld I have 
snflicicnt finnncss to resint the torments, the hooln, tbe 
lK)ilinp oil, Ihe Icad, the sulphur ? " What oan I doP— 
wlmt can I attempt ? Mercy, oh Lord !" 

Threc times was this ooward about to desoend, and 
thrcc times did he withdraw the leg he had put down. 
An hour and half had passed daring this hesitation, and 
who knows whether it would not have ended by his dodng 
the aperture again, and retummg to his table, had a 
perpetual imprisonment been all that he had to fear. But 
a diill sound which echoed from a distance, throngh the 
subterraneous corridors, announoing that the guards were 
already approaching, caused him to throst his feet fiurther 
down than than he had done in his former repested 
attcmpts. He remained thus irresolute for a short time^ 
and just then, the noise of the waves being less, and 
hearing distinctly the elanking of the large chains out- 
sido the first door, the idea of the ezecutioner, the tor- 
tures, and punishment recurring to his mind, he finally, 
more through fear than courage, detached his hånds from 
the edge of the hole, and let himself fall with his full 
weight. The covering which, half open, had only been 
supported by the head of the jew, as soon as it lost this 
support, closed of itself, at the very moment in which 
the last chain of the prison door was unfastened ; so the 
sounds being mingled, neither of the guards who entered 
had any suspicion of the flight having just taken place. 

The two archers remained mute for some moments, 
and, when their astonishment permitted them, oom- 
menoed the foUowing dialogue :— 

" May I die if the devil has not eaten without roasting 

him," said the elder of the two, striking the end of his 

halberd on the table. "Ha, he has disappeared like 

Joshua ^^rohirche, the jew o! "ExwiwTJCffli, N?\ia "?ras 
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ahut up ten yeajrs ago in this same tower." 

" What ! do you think he has really disappeared ?" said 
the other. 

" I would wager that he is squatting like a rabbit in 
some comer under the table. Wait till I prick him with 
this instrument. PH make him spring like a cricket from 
his hole." Thus speaking they thrust both their halberds 
under the table, trying every part into which they thought 
the jew might have crept. 

*' He has disappeared, my Gennaro, without asking for 
his reok(ming. Did I not tell you yestarday he would 
escape between tue bars of the window ?" 

" Oh yes ! between the bars !— a sparrow would have 
difficulty in passing Do you not see how olose together 
theyare?'* 

''Oh close, olose. Do you not know that the devil can 
pofls more easily through a keyhole than.you or I oould 
do through the great gate of the castle ?" 

'' Nonsense, my good friend, nonsense ! Wait a little» 
until I fetch a toroh, and we will make a better search 
around." 

" I wait for you P— as if I should be fool enough ? I 
would sooner wait for a cannon shot on the trench. I 
wait ? Do you wait, and I will go in search of the torch 
m^'self ; meanwhile I will inform my lord commandant of 
what has happened, he is there expecting the jew, whilst 
the latter, ridding the gallows, is already on his road to 
heU." 

" Oh ! it shaU not be so; if either of us two is to remain 
in this place, I will not be the one. Let us do thus ; close 
the doors and return together.'' 

"We will close them then— here, it is all the same^ 
people of that kind do not pass throu^^oc^t^. Qi^^i^^'&c^ 
what &ae tbings will his excelloncy sa^ ol >i\^^HiVQ\^^^^^^^GkSisc. 
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believes in spiiits nor in hob-goblins.— Oh ! I shall eiqoy 
bearing them." 
" Oh yes ! ei^oy it, proidded the tempest does not end 

byfSallinguponus! That he does not say we hAT« ikvored 
the flight ! !" 

**Go to, what folly! and whither conld he fly? evw 
had the doors been opened for him, he must haine oast 
himself from one of the battlements into the aotL It is 
the devil I repeat to you, and do you insist upon it that 
you have seen him with your own oyes P** 

During this disoourse they had arriyed atthedoorof 
the hall in which the oounoil of war was assembled, wait- 
ing the arrival of the old man. Nor was their astonisb- 
ment slight, when the guards informed them, with rstber 
a trembling voice, that the bird had escaped from tiie oagSi 

"Escaped P" oried Ludoidoo, starting to his feet^- 
''Esoaped from the south tower; from the devil's tower! 
Oh ! by the body of Satan— ye are fools ! A monse xni^ 
try to escape, but certainly would not suooeed." 

The old guard asked pardon if he begged his Ezodlenoy 
to reflect, that the devil oould oontract and elongate him- 
self and a Christian too like an eel. Judge then,if a jewl— 

"Ah! the deviL Yes, I had not thought of that,*^ 
replied Trivulzio, with an ironicai smile, but the irony 
escaped the soldier who believing on the contrary, that 1^ 
had suggested a reflection which could not be digputed« 
took courage to add, that, the case was precisely the same 
as that of the jew of Eranconia. 

" Heaven protect me, dolt, idiot, that you are> to talk to 
me about devils and eels I and how could the jews of 
Franconia find entrance here ? " 

The soldier somewhat mortified, answered with hesita- 
tion and in a lower voioe. That hisEzcellenoy was probably 
umware of the fsi/ot, that ten yeaxft\)etoiQ,«.\^'o ^UStml- 
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oonia had been shut up there, and carried away hy thø 
devil, from which oause the plaoe had gained the name of 
the Devil's Tower. 

" Oh oome, tell ns a litile of this story. It is plain that 
a Christian can no longer hangajew, beoause the devil 
will not have him with his neck twisted." 

The old soldier thus reassured, sinoe the Gommaadant 
no longer spoke with a tone of irony ; and having observed 
on the faæs of all, a ærtain curiosity to hear ihe tale, 
related how ten years before, a oertain Joshua Botter- 
chirohe, purveyor of the oastle, had been enolosed in 
this tower, and afterwards oondemned to the gaUows. 
Suspected, but not oonvioted, of having fkbrioated Mse 
money, since they oould never discover the plaoe where 
he had estabUshed his work-shop, and the common belief 
was, that the devil had construoted it in the very bowels 
of the earth or the sea. It is said that in the night pre- 
oeding the day on whioh he was to have been executed, he 
had disappeared from the prisen, the bars of all the Win- 
dows remaining untouched, and the doors dobed with a 
double ohain. That, from this epoch, vsrious ohristiaii 
malefaotors had been imprisoned in the same tower, but 
sinoe not one of them had succeeded in saving even anail, 
the supposition seemed natural, that the jews alone possess- 
ed the means of withdrawing from it, either beoause they 
held some secret oompaot with the devil, whioh he dared 
no longer assert, sinoe the idea appeared displeanngto his 
Ezoellency, or beoause they had some oommunication 
vfith persons, who possessing fiAlse kejrs, had opened the 
doors to them in spite of the sentinels. All of whom oould 
deolare with an oath, that they had not seen even a 
butterfly pass through the oorridor. This aooount did 
not in the least olear up the dis&p^^Qosnoi^ ^"^ '^^a^^su^ 
and tbe two ;9uppo6itions of thfi ao\^T, ^^x^ Vssk "os^ ^^cv) 
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oonautent with good seoae: whmfore Tnvnliio ordeied 
torches to be lit, and went to Yiåi in penon, this mbter- 
ranean abode, in order that he might hinmlf judge bow 
far a flight waø probable from » primii bo iaoiated, lor- 
nidhed with bars, and the strongnt doon, and flanlted by 
the sea and enonnous bartiooflw Aooompanied thøn hj 
his stalle and the guards who lighted the oorridor, Ijado- 
Tieo Trivulzio arrived at the fiirt door of the iffiaon. 
They began by inspecting the outdde, the lookj^ and ihe 
bolts, which were large aaå strong beyond measnra^ and 
were fixed a span's depth within the walL The aune 
inspeotion was made of the seoond door, whioh aa all maj 
believe, preeented itaelf in an equally good atate, and 
haying entered the pnson itaelf, tiieir first looks were 
directed to the bars of the windows, which as we have 
aeen, might give paasage to the li^^t^ but never to a 
living man. They felt the walls, but in vain ; and in lain 
did they search the floor for a yestige of flight^ the 
aperture made in an obscure oomer esoiqied the aefurohes 
of all ; and tnily unless a person was aware of its exist- 
anoe, it would be almost impossible to find it out« Some 
of the offioera began to think that the old guard might 
have good reason for fiBmcying that the devil had dragged 
the jow by his ears out of the window, after having 
ohanged him into a lizard. The darkness of auperstition 
then reigned even over classes, who ought to have been 
better informed. Some shook their heads, dubious be« 
tween belief and unbelief. Ludovioo Trivulzio raged, 
ohafed, and several times invoked the devil to fly away 
with him, as he had done with the jew, if it were a &ot 
that he had transported him to the infomal regions, a 
joumey for which he yns well prepared. In &aé 
overy search now proved fhiitless, overy supposition 
nåjouloua^ and uo rational oaxue Wn^ ^^^vsh^si^ for 
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taxing any one with oonnivanoe, tbere remained, to Wlsh 
Malvezzi good luck, a cordial wish, whiob meant that he 
might arrive safe and sound at the habitation of Beelze- 
bub, wbere he would probably find employment suitable 
to his talents and deserts. Occupations of an entirely 
different kind were preparing for those aronnd. One of 
the sentinels from the tower of the sea, descried some 
sails which Uke abnost imperceptible points, shewedin 
the distance. They were a portion of the French fleet 
which recalled A*om Marseilles and Provenoe, had arrived 
in these waters, that they might endeavour to subdue the 
Islands and the rocks which still held out for Ferdinand. 

Threatened both by sea and by land, the resistance of 
the besieged became by this means muoh more difficult, 
but not for this did the courage and constancy of Trivul- 
zio fail him. This oircumstance had no other effect on 
the state of things at the present moment, than to put an 
end to the tales and suggestions with r^^d to the 
Israelite, each of these being more absurd, and ridiculous 
than its predecessor. While these things happened in 
the interior of the rock, events of more direct importance 
as to the fate of Charles's expedition took plaoe in Italy. 

Ferdinand had abandoned Ischia, and retired into 
Sicily ; from whence accompanied by the Spaniards, who 
already of the order of the league had betaken them- 
selves thither, he disembarked in Calabria, and his army 
daily increasing, threatened the King of France, and hiB 
conquest from behind. 

At the same time, in the Waters of Apulia, the Vene- 
tian army oame in sight, oommanded by Antonio QrU 
znano, a man of great experience and high renown. Then 
the French turned their thoughts seriously to the sei^e 
of Gastle dell 'Uovo, and since the fL!^\> ^ Vsii^^^i^s^i^^^^^ 
had aib lengtb arrived, they aeat ot^£k% ^SoaiXk ^sos^^^i^ ^"^ 
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should repair to Isohia, (where Ferdinand had left Imoo 
Davalos,) and use every e£fort to subdue it, and that tbo 
remainder should dispose iteelf under Castle dell 'Uovot, in 
order that by seconding the landtroops, they might finally 
take from the partizans of Ferdinand, this most impor- 
tant point of support, one whioh might threaten Naples 
in its yery heart. 

The defenders of the rock, were not slow in peroeiTing 
the intentions of the enemy, and in proportion as the 
dangers encreased, so did the courage and boldness of 
these brave men. Ludovico Trivulzio forgot the pains of 
his wound, and always accompanied by the oourageous 
Hannibal (whose valour was augmented rather than 
diminished, by his passion for the beautiful Lueilla^) 
made the most energetic preparations to repel force by 
force; and flattered himself that he made amecds by the 
courage of despair for their own defect in numbers, and 
the superiority of the enemy. He then yisited the bas- 
tions towards the sea. 

*'Come friends'' said he ''the moment is arriyed to 
show yourselves the flower of the Arragonese army. 
Courage ! activity ! speed ! Place some sods of turfon these 
parapets, grassy dods are a better defence than stone walls. 
The hullets bury themselves in these. On this gladsi, do 
you Hannibal, have six twenty-four pounders fixed. For- 
iafy the raveUn with four twelve pounders. From this 
point we can dismast more than one vesseL He then 
proceeded lowards the tower over-looking the dty. The 
bridge being broken, it was indispensable that the French 
should put down another, if they wished to attempt an 
entrance. 

"Let them come, oh let them come here," said Trivul- 
sio to his men, "just here the cannon cannot play mach, 
but the fusiliers may make a hole in more than one 
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lacket, and without a shadow of danger, nnce the nioheø^ 
the caves, and the towers, offer them a secure protection." 
In fine he visited scarps and counter-scarps, iMvements 
faalf-moons, ditches, trenches, and piaces for shelter« 
Encouraged the timid, applauded the bold, promised 
rewards and distinotions to all; and the arrangements 
of the Freneh not being yet completed, he panted for the 
moment when the struggle should begin. The vnsh to 
fight, prevailing with him o^er the idea that it was impos- 
sible that he could seriously and for a long time resist the 
French, if they really determined to take the castle. 
Lucilla meanwhile, saw these preparations with uneaed* 
ness, and trepidation of heart. Her passion for Hannibal 
had encreased, since iefb alone as it were, she had no 
longer any hope, save in the Trivulzios. The flight of 
Malvezsi was for her, at that time, a grievous loss, not 
that she was distressed about him, for she rather rejoiced 
that he had escaped an opprobious death, but beoause she 
found herself thus deprived of all hope of one day dis-* 
ooyering her parents. But Hannibal had encreased his 
solicitude, and delicate attentions, and there is no doubt, 
but that it was his intention to unite his fortune with 
that of the amiable orphan, as soon as circumstances 
would permit him to do so. Lucilla therefore, the more 
she was aware of this faet, trembled so much the more 
for the dangers to which must necessarily be exposed, one, 
whom in her heart she considered as bound to her by an 
indissoluble bond, and she feared with reason, that she 
might beoome a widow, ere she was a wife. 

If some of our young female readers should find them-> 
selves in circumstances, we do not say precisely the same, 
but somewhat similar to those of our heroina, IVikfci ^sas^^ 
tell how cruel a torment it is, to tr©m\i\ft ^ot \Jckfe \sSfc ^ 
b/m who forms the favourite occupaiiow ol \3ttfevc \}ao>MBP^^ 

24 
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This idea howeyer, or to speak bettor, tiiiis fear, nøver 
presented itself to the mind of HannibaL He knew 
well, that this rock in spite of the valour of its 
defonders, must sooner or later capitulate. But he 
deemed it certain that he should issue thenæ with 
his foUowers, honoured by his yery enemies, sinoe 
brayery and courage, always find admirers and pro- 
tectors, eyen when, oppressed by numbers or drcom- 
stanoes, they find themselyes obliged to yield, without 
howeyer appearing to be oonquered. This respect, cou- 
rage obtains, eyen amongst tiie most barbarous natioos; 
and would it be denied by the French, braye themsetyes 
beyond all expression, and moreoyer as polished and 
courteous, as any other nation ? But it is time that we 
should return to our jew, whom we left in rather a 
critical situation : neither do we well know whether we 
shall find him still aliye, or whether he has ended his 
wicked career in an obscure manner, quite dififerent from 
the fate whioh Triyulzio had reseryed for him. 



Chaptbe XVI. 



If, instead of letting himseli fall, Malvezzi had tried 
with his feet the ciroumference of this hole, he would 
have foimd some projections in the wall, whioh, gradually 
descending, might serve instead of steps to those who, 
'viith a little dexterity, could avail themselves of this aid. 
But we see that this determination in him was neither the 
effect of courage nor reflection ; that, on the oontrary, 
he had scaroely taken his hånds from the edge of the hole, 
ere repentanoe immediately foUowed the aet, and he 
would, at all cost, and at any riisk, have retumed to hia 
prison, if his wish and repentance could have been heard. 
HappUy for him he was no longer able to listen to his 
fears, He fell from the height of about twelve feet, on a 
marble pavement. Twice he struck his head against the 
sides of the wall, and an honest man meeting with such 
an accident, were his bones harder than those of an 
elephants, would infallibly have so fructured his skull 
as to require neither bandages nor surgeon. But rogues, 
like cats, always alight on their feet, and a trite but true 
proverb is not wrong in declaring that " the devil ever 
takes care of his own." Malvezzi remained somewhat 
stunned from the blows and the fall, but not to &u.<:7[^«» 
degree as to lose his senses ; wlietfttoT^, ^S^fit \5Ses«vi5^ ^«sa. 
micu^ repose, he regained streiig^Yi V> l^^s««^^^^'^ 



quiokly diøoovered a littile door, whioli, althouf^ of amll 
dimensioni«, would have been quite large enough to admit 
him, but tbat it was carefUlly olosed. He believed tiien 
he had only got out of the firying pan into the fire ; but^ 
afber a more carefkil searob, he peroeiYed that a annll 
book held it on a level with the wall. He hastened to 
raise this, and without any more force tban was required 
by two rusty hinges, which for some time had not under" 
gone the misery of being dosed and undoeed, he flung 
open the little door, and with great wonder, and no hm 
satisfaotion, found himself in a wide and spadoiis apart* 
ment The oeiling was rather low, and ooly reoei^ed 
light from two apertures, made like long channels in thø 
thickness of the walL Two window flrames, with g^yø in 
them, olosed all that x>ortion of the aperture wfaioh gave 
aoæss to the room, and the glass being somewhat dirtjy, 
fhe darkness of the plaoe was rather augmented; bat 
our jew, ooming firom a state of still greater obsoorily, 
found, on iirst entering this chamber, as muoh Ught i» 
was necessary to distinguish all the oljgeots which it con* 
tained. In one comer were two iron torches, and aome 
outting wheelSj and Malvezzi was not slow in disoovering 
to what use they had formerly been applied. Stamps for 
different pieoes of money, engrayed in iron or hnæ, and 
some small saoks of this last metal, coarsely pr^nred, 
and cut ready to be put under the wedge, olearly indicated 
that, within there, a coiner had established his workshop; 
and it was more than probable, or rather certain, that the 
jew of Eranconia, whose story the old guard had related 
to Trivulzio, had been the secret inhabitant of this species 
of sepulchre. Gontinuing his inventory of these artides 
he found two small casks, hermetioally closed, and having 
raised the lids, not without some diffioulty, he saw, to his 
rwyr great fiatøfaction, that oue ot \Xi«ax w^^w&ni 
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biscuits of a particular oomposition, as, in spite of the 
time that had elapsed sinæ they were endosed, (the date 
of whioh being engraven on the lid, showed that it was 
ten years before,) they preserved a good appearance. 
In the other barrel, dosed with no less oare, was some 
excellent Tuscan wine, of whieh he swallowed a few 
draughts to comfort his stomach, and to refresh hisspirits, 
which had been so oompletely oast down. Beassured in 
some degree, against the perils of famine, he began to 
take breath, and to reflect more calmly on the situation 
in whioh he fonnd himself. Although gratitude was not 
more conspicuous in him than any of the other virtuos, 
nevertheless in these first moments he did allow some 
sighs to escape, foUowed by some words of thanks, ad- 
dressed to the kind Israelite, through whose industry he 
had escaped from the rage of his persecutors. He was 
even so self deceived as mentally to oongratulate himself 
on the courage he had shown in so critical a situation, 
and our readers know whether his courage deserved 
praise or not. In this state of mind, he oontinued his 
examination of the apartment, or rather the articles 
it contained; since, although the room itself deserved 
much attention, yet it soarcely obtained a single glanoe, 
the thoughts of Malvezzi being entirely engrossed by 
ol^eotB trom which he hoped to derive more certain 
ose. It happens almost always, nay it always happens 
thus. A man of merit lies unobserved, and cast in the 
shade by a crowd of fools, when he has no other daim to 
public oonsideration than his own merits, and when this 
does not directly assist those, who, for this predse reason, 
scarody peroeive that he is in their company. Bemember, 
we here mean to speak of the merit that is not favoux«^ 
by fortune. As to the merit of nc\L«&) Wi<b c»ei^\& ^^^st^so^a^ 
Bløsgød nohml ye possees the t^isuit^ ^l %i(iQCMd3^%'^^^ 
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odmiration of tho world. To you bélong oomplimeniii 
sal utation^, respeot ! But we wiU give our readen » brief 
doscription of this ohamber ; and it will not prore dis- 
ploasing to them, 8iiioe» besides that it did not reøemUø 
any of our modem apartments, it was, for a long tuMb 
the osylum of a personage who, although he is not direotiy 
coQoerned in this narration, yet nevertheleas^ is con- 
nected with the history of the times, and the rogns of 
the last sovereigns of Naples, the father and grand- 
father of Ferdinand. Fond as we are of hiskmoid 
ezaotness, we owe, howeyer, a more minute explanatkm 
to those of our readers who may consider it rather strang^ 
that 80 spadous and perfectly isolated a subterranean 
abodo should exist without the knowledge of tiie oom- 
mandant, on whom it was ærtainly incumbent to know, 
inch by inoh, the ground on which his military operations 
wore carried on. We have already said that this room 
was spacious; but the ceiling very low ; it might, in tsMb, be 
about twenty feet in length, tweWe in breadth, and eight 
in height. It had a Mosaic pavement of blue and white 
marble, out in hezagons, and in excellent preservation. 
Tho stones, not more than four inches broad, were joined 
together by the cement of the andents, the oomposition 
of which is still unknown to us. The ceiling was sup- 
ported by twelvo enormous fluted columns, all oonoealed 
in the wall, and, from the way in which they were built^ 
affording a suspidon that this hall had been oonstruoted 
as a cellar, but not oontemporaneously with the building 
of the fort— rather many years afterwards— and ærtainly 
it must have cost a great effort of imagination to ike arohi- 
tect, to balance with the ceiling the immense weight of 
the bastion over it. The walls were of bricks, so smooth, 
and so olosely oemented together, that they mic^t have 

høeo/^oo /or ODO solid pieoe. \a\iiu&w^%^«cft^aail 
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several bronze rings, symmetrioally disposed, wfaiofa were 
oertainly destined for lamps, sinoe to some of them were 
still attached pieces of piated chains ; and we must add 
that the little light which penetrated to this place 
required the aid of these lamps. The last inhabitant 
of this place had made a different use of two of these 
rings, sinoe the cords which ran through them, and 
crossed each other,supported, on a level with the ælling, a 
bed completely trimmed and fumished. It looked thus sus- 
pended like Mahomet's coffin ; the knots of the cord being 
ooncealed in the fluting of a column. The light,' as we said, 
only found its way through two sky-lights,made obliquely 
in the wall, towards the sea, and desoending along the 
same wall in to the interior. Two glass windows defended 
these apertures from atmospheiic ii^ury. There was no 
door which led into the hall, ezoept that by which Mal- 
vezzi had entered, and this small door fitted so closely to 
the wall that no one could discover its existenoe. This 
drcumstence astonished Malvezzi, when he began to 
think how it was possible that the late inhabitant of this 
place could get in and out, it appearing to him impossible 
that he could have made use of the passage iDMMig^ 
which he had himself come ; a passage which he found so 
extremely incommodious and dangerous. He opened one 
of the Windows of the skylight, and saw that several 
bricks, jutting out altemately, might serve as steps to 
those who wished to ascend to the summit of the bastion ; 
but arrived there, he must find himself between sky and 
water, and would require the feathers of a bird, or the 
fins of a fish, to attempt an escape fh)m thenoe. If this 
drcumstance however distressed him on one hånd, it 
oonsoled him on the other; since to the conviotv.ov^'^^^ 
it would be impossible to issue fromt\iew»,^\»\«a&^»'^'^^=^^ 
TnwHzio commaaded the fort, ttie QOiMa^c^«w» VS^^'*^ 
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thai no one oould enter there, and one flwi 
miicli importanoo as the other. 

It will be seen hereafter how this point was cleam 
which so greatly wronged the arohiteot, who, onlei 
had had reasons for oommitting a similar app« 
omission, might be oompared to the person, who a; 
hnving built a superb palaoe, and completely fnmiai 
it, finally disoovered that he had forgotten the pr* 
oipal stairoase. 

Sinoe events whioh happened more than four hondn 
years a^, are related by us in this age, so fertile in fin 
inventions, (which however often are but plagiarimu 
taken from our anoestors) it will be useful before we pro- 
oeed farther, to oall the attention of our readers to a wnriL 
of more than Boman magnifioenoe and daring, and which 
at this moment makes more than one English heart pal* 
pitate. We know not whether it will enter into tiie 
mind of any to guess that we speak of the surprising 
road now making by Brunei, between the waters of the 
Thames, (in 1825,) and the bowels of Ihe earUi. It will 
undoubtedly be a wonderful thing, to be able to say, (and 
t^tViU be in a few years) " Superb vessels, laden with 
the treasures of industrious Albion, pass over my head. 
A royal river, the inexhaustible fount of riohes, roUs its 
grey waters in a bed, beneath which neither Triton nor 
Nereids have any juiisdiction." It is a pity that what we 
are about to narrate, will take firom the yery ingenious 
Brunei the merit of invention: who knows but that 
some of our readers may say that this book deserves 
to be termed a libel ? and who knows also, whether the 
hydraulic arohitect, whose name will be oonneoted with 
his work— sinoe in our opinion, if he bring it to a suocess- 
ftil termination, it oan only be cailed "BruneFs tunnel'* 
fnllnot qwurel with us one da^ or ot^m %a <t»)viTwv\^}win\ 
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Let him say what he will. Truth may walk with visag* 
bare, and^then the public shall judge. Since we protest 
that we are prepared to respect its sentence. Malvezzi in 
searching round the limited circumference of the sphere 
in which he found himself enclosed, discovered a presg 
made in the wall itself. Without eyeing this, with much 
attention, he thought it must open by some secret means, 
since there was neither lock nor bolt; and after a few 
moments refleotion, he perceived that it sufficed to push 
with his thumb, the head of a nail, which oonnected with 
an internal spring, flung open the doors of the press. 
Scarcely was this done ere a heap of yellow money struck 
bis eye, and his heart was near escaping from his breast* 
such was the bound it gave against his side. But the joys 
of Malvezzi were of brief duration — since no sooner had 
ke laid his hånd on the heap, than he became as much 
mortified as a child, who, eagerly seizing a variously 
colored and graceful soap bubble, has no sooner done so, 
than he finds that he has betweea his fiugers, merely a 
drop of glutinous water. The acute perception of the 
Israelite, dl^^covered by the touch alone, that this money 
was false, and but for the obscurity of the place, a dingle 
glance would have enabled him to detect this before. He 
shook his head, and gave a truly hideous grin ; but not- 
withstanding this, he was rather oonsoled when he con- 
sidered that although it was impossible to pass this money 
without danger of being apprehended as a coiner, yet that 
it still contained some grains of pure gold, which might 
be easily separated from the alloy ; and having counted 
the money, and calculated as nearly as possible the 
quantity of diflFerent metals that composed it, he decided 
that it was worth putting into the crucible. WKv\a 
making these reflections, his eye pe\ie\.t«i\fc^ \«i ^Ocife^:sst\ssit 
ot the presa, and his band quiokV;^ toWomxk!^ \\»*V^ ^''S^ 
25 
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ttom thenoe å bUndle of parchmdnts, roUed up tud 
fiistened with red silk. He unfolded them wiih a oertain 
hegligent air, perhaps because his thoughts were entirely 
engrossed by the money which lay near ; but his sunaiM 
was not small, when od the first sheet of these papers ht 
Iread as follows : — 

'Plan and description of the iwbterranean pa9$m§$ 
hettoeen Castel dell ' Uovo and terra JUrma." This notiøt 
entirely disooncerted his penetration, and he thought al 
first that it was only a metaphorical expression, in whidi 
lay concealed the true sense. He was undeoeived how- 
ever by glancing over a few pages, when he was oonvinoed 
that this was not only a project, but the exaot desoription 
of a passage which must exist. In these papers were 
minutely detailed the means adopted to bring tMs ex- 
traordinary enterprise to a successfUl issue. To relatø 
them here, would, to say the least of it, be superflaons. 
Suffice it, that our jew was enabled, by them, to take tlM 
part most suited to his not very brilliant situation. 

" Behold then," said Malvezzi to himself, " behold tbe 
riddle is read, and this solution may become more useAil 
to methan those spoken by the prophet to Saul. Two oir- 
cumstanoes remain to be elucidated ; two ciroumstanoes as 
important to me as the scales are to a banker — to disooTer 
the aperture which leads to tte subterraneous passags 
with the aid alone of my penetration, and then to assurs 
myself that tbe path is still sound and ft'ee firom dangw, 
since ere I a seoond time risk breaking my head in som« 
hole, it would be better to think twioe on the sul^jeot^ 
particularly as the idea of the gallows no longer follows 
me 80 closely. Even were I to pass another fortnight in 
this hall, there would be no great evil in that. It is a 
little palace, and except the kitchen, whioh oannot ba 
very luxuhous, there is that in it whioh may be preferrftl 
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te lodgings more oommodious in »ppeannoe, bvit Um 
•ecure. Howevw let me cotmnence my researohesL Now 
that I am assured of the existence of an aperture^ unlea 
Satan himself has closed it in person, it cannot escape my 
scratiny." Having said thus he set to work and carefully 
examined the plan. At first he thought the door of oom- 
munication must be made in the wall tow^ds the sea, 
neither did it seem reasonable that the architect should 
think of oonstructing it in the wall ezactly opposite, sinoe^ 
ia that case, the passage must necessarily open imder th« 
very hall in which he was ; yet it was precisely thus : th^ 
plan pointed it out as situated in the centre ikrthest fh>m 
the sea; but it wafi not so eaåly disoovered, because in- 
stead oi being on a level with the pavement, it was three 
feet above it, so that it had more the ^pearanoe of a 
window, than of a door. Besides, it was constructed with 
jnuoh art, between two columns; the joinings of the rab^ 
bMwere so completely concea]^d in the fluUngs of the 
pillars, that all the sa^^ty of ih» jew, scarcely av^il/ed 
him aught, and it might atoiost be said that chance proved 
5 betiber friend to him than his own penetration. WhiJø 
thus intentiy employed, and looking around on all sides, 
to diseover some point which might serve as a^ index to 
anive at the wished for disoovery, he cast his eyes on one 
ei the small piated chains, destined, as we have seen befof c^ 
fer the suspension of lamps. Deeirous oi ascertfuning 
lOMe closely the quality of the metal which composed j^ 
ke nemo ved II small table from the wall« and leding upo^ 
it, aeiaed the chain with his ri^^t band. It seemed to 
yield to tho effort he made to detach it from the ring i^ 
order to ezaanine it, and he perceived distinctly, that th^ 
ring, whioh appeared fixed in tbeceiling,waa\xv«^^«3«^^^s^ 
aad foUowed Uie ehaijL Tl^yoieivN»^^\Nv«svc/ysK^^ 



spring whioh doaed the door on the oihér side ; lie Utan^ 

foro began to pull more regalarly and yiolently; tiie 
creaking of a bolt showed him that he guessed li^tiy. 
Tho discovery of the square of a drcle oouM not pn 
greater plcasure to a mathematician. He descended from 
the table with greater celerity than iras usual at his age, 
and with great astonishment, and no less satasflwtioii, 
found that the folding doors of this window, destined 
to serve as a door, gave way. A spiral staircase presented 
itself to his eyes, but the darkness was so great tbat he 
oould not venture upon it without a light This oirocim- 
Btance however did not distress him, since, amongst other 
things of small account, he had found in the presB all 
that was requisite to afford him light for a month, and 
the implements necessary to strike one. It seemed plain 
that the inhabitant of this hall had oolleoted whatever 
was required to pass a certain time there in some oomf ort ; 
however, in every comer were seen traces of its having 
been abandoned at least many years before ; a ciroum- 
stance which altogether, instead of vexing Malvezzi, on 
the oontrary, added to his seourity. The day was now too 
far advanced for him to make trial of this passage, which 
might lead he knew not whither. True, it certainly 
seemed as if it must have been indifferent to a man shut 
up there, whether it were day or night ; nevertheless it 
was of consequenoe to wait until dawn of day, since it 
was not improbable that this passage, if still undestroyed, 
might be lighted from the land by some aperture ; on the 
other hånd, he felt a great need of food and repose, since 
fasting, and the agony of the preoeding night, had much 
reduced his strength. He closed the door therefore, and 
had recourse, without scruple, to the two small casks, 
since whatever he found in this place he oonsidered his 
OffB property: ezaotly •BdidB«\»naoxLCt>3a«^»'«^ife^^ 
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constituted himself sovereign of the island, and master 
of the yessel, on finding that he was the^sole person there. 
He then, after a frugal supper, (since his natural prudenoe 
and economy never deserted him,) dosed again the two 
barreis, let down the bed, which was suspended from the 
ælling, and lay down upon it, without giving himself any 
&rther ^trouble than to shake off a little of the dust. 
Although it was not the softest of couches, yet the table 
which had servedl^im as a bed the night before, was too 
fresh in his memory to admit of his finding fault. He 
was, however, 'somewhat restless in spite of the good 
fortune he had met with on that day ; a day which, at its 
dawn, threatened nothing but tribulation. One thought 
tormented him, and the innocent cause of his trouble 
was— the casket of Oriental manuscripts. After some 
time, however, he slept, since exhausted nature imperi« 
ously demanded for him this restorative. 
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"' Better hot than scorched' as says the Spaniard,* 

exclaimed Malvezzi to himgelf when, at dawn of daj, 
he heard the whistiing of a cannon ball which had 
rather impolitely awoke him, and this exdamatiion pro« 
ceeded from his finding himself in his sorry bed, whilø 
a dream issuing from the ebony gates— a drean^ oC 
torturo and the gallows— had so harrowed his mind as 
nearly to throw him into oonvulsions. '* Better hot than 
Boorched" means here, that although the state in which 
he found himself was not one of the most briUiant, yet^ 
in comparison with the fate prepared for him the day 
before, it was not to be despised, and deserved some re- 
flection ere he endeavoured to change it. These thought^ 
sif bed by whatever human prudence oould suggest that 
was most cautious, he continued to ruminate over, until 
he arose, and drew his bed again up to the oeiling, after 
having shaken and tumed it over nearly in the state in 
which he had found it the day before. ''Let us con- 
template the worst/' said he. *' Suppose the submarine 
passage should be obstructed by some irremovable oaose. 
I can again try the outlet by the narrow passage through 
which I oame ; since it is evident that the state of things 
over head cannot last long. Between this and to moirow 
the Trenoh mBy oommenoe \ihe a\XAx^ %aA Xak^ ^i^ 
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o&stle. Fortunatd it will then be fbr thoM who, like me, 
ihall have their habitation below the level of the ocean. 
The first impetus calmed down, I can drag myself to thø 
room which served me as a prison, and in case I should 
find the doors olosed, I have with me whatever imple« 
ments may be required to force them open ; at all events 
I can set fire to them. When ihey shall have seen and 
taken me before the commandant, then I shall be in port. 
A victim to the wickedness of Trivulzio, and a viotim, 
through having tried to give this rock into the hånds of 
the brave French : shall I not deserve protection ? If, on 
the other hånd, I should find a way of escape between the 
waters of the sea, as my forefathers did amidst those of 
Eritreus, then so much the better. If I have no other 
care, save the setting forth my own merits, and my clainu^ 
I have so much wealth that it will be my fault if I do not 
obtain justice and reparation." Oomforted by these flatter« 
ing views of the future, which his imagination, still exalted 
by the delight of having escaped in an almost miraoulous 
manner from the most melancholy of deaths, rendered 
still more smiling, he visited in a friendly splrit, the two 
small casks ; and during his breakfast he began to calcu- 
iate how long he might sustain a siege in that place, in 
case his abode there should be protraoted beyond what he 
might reasonably hope. Having finished his meal, he 
tried to embolden himself to attempt this great enterprise, 
and we should say like a lion to the battle, were not the 
simile tco noble, and the case rather in an inverse sense. 
The generous lion to animate himself to the combat, 
looks forward, but does not count the enemies that sur- 
round him: Malvezzi looked behind, that is to say he 
tumed his thoughts to the cordial suggeatød tf^ V^^ss^Xs) 
Trivulzio. He made a species ot T\mx^T\%V\tfA»'vni^X^ 
bBDdk&eebief, and remained lookm^ ^^ tJ^.^'Ha ^as^\^ 
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eyes on the indented wheel, and fhe ofher implemønta 
destined for the fabrioation of false monøy, and shaping 
theai according to his fancy, changed them into instnt- 
mcnls of torture. After this tacit ezamination he found 
himself more strong and resolute than ever, and takinga 
lanthorn, in which he firmly fixed a waz candle» whiofa 
ho lit, hc raiscd the large chain on the outaide of the 
door, which servcd as a window, and proceeding to the 
spiral staircase which lay before him, he commenced his 
descent in much the same disposition that a wolf tak« 
his way to the shecp fold, there to exeroise rapine and 
destniction. This small staircase did not however per- 
pcndicularly dcscend, but rather in an oblique direction; 
and it was evident that it traversed in this way, by de- 
groes, the wliole breadth of the hall which the jew had 
just quitted. It appcared to him to descend into the deep- 
est abysscs of the sea^ so numerous were the stepa whidi 
still continued to present themselves before him. Our 
readcrs must reflect that the gallery of the Thames tun- 
nel must be between forty-five and sixty-five feet below 
the upper line of the waters, and that there must always 
be a stratum of ten feet thick of clay abovo the vault in 
the dcepest part of the river; they will discover from 
tilis to what a profound depth this staircase must descend 
before it was on a level with the submarine passage. The 
waters thcrc might be about forty feet high ; add to this 
the intermediato stratum between the underline of the 
waters, and the extcrnallline of the vault ; the density of 
this and its wliole perpcDdicular extent. After these 
calculations alone, will our readers be able to comprehend, 
in any tolerably exact degree, the depth to which it was 
neccssury to de scend. Aftor some moments wavering, our 
jew stopped half way, and be^n to considcr anew. Two 
dn'umaUDcøs howevor enoo\\raBed.\im\o v^^c^^^^a^ 'YS^ 
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staircaae was in an exoellent conditioii, and furaished with 
a firm support in an iron handrail, and the oandle oon- 
tinued bright as ever; both evident proolb that he 
oould not run any risks, either J&om a sudden h^ or 
mephitio yapours. Beflecting then that he oculd tum back 
whenever he should think propei^he determined to go on 
imtil he should meet with some insuperable obstadeu 
He felt, however, a certain inroluntarjr tremor, whioli 
might be the effect of fear, and wMoh he waa pleased to 
attiibute to a sharp sen£tation of cold, greater than is 
nsually felt in those climates; but this waønotsuffioi« 
ently annoying to induoe him to renoonce his enterprisOi 
He arrived finally at the bottom of iAaB etemal stairoasey 
whioh he would have oompared to Jaoob's ladder, but 
that the latter was straight, and led to heaven, while thø 
former was spiral and might lead to the infemal regiona. 
He raised the lanthom then^ and tumed it round and 
round, the better to examine the place in which he 
found himself. It was more spaoiouB than he oould have 
believed at this point, which was evidently the head of 
the tunnel. It was of a semidrcular Soinn, that is» it 
presented exactly the idea of a horse shoe, f ronting the 
convexity of which was a grated door, provided with an 
immense lock, and a latch which penetrated into the walL 
On bringing tiie lanthom nearer, he disoov^red that the 
large lock was not fa^tened with a key, and that he might 
easily raise the latch with the aid of a hook, sharp enough 
to pass between the wall and the staple whioh dasped it. 
It appeared to him that he aaw through the iron gratlngs, 
but at an immenes distance a ray of light, which like a 
streak of pale moon-beam, made its way through the thick 
darkneds. A discovery which was aooompanied by th& 
faeaying of the musdes of hia c\i»i^ vcA ^ ^sm^ ^Xiois^ 
realiy æmiag Ijpom hi& beart,^if«& ol > «ew»s»^'«^s=«^ 
26 



"^"^ position or t2^^J^tegi«,t^*« ««ht.- tl„ 
«?d the Wood W ;„ .?« «"' it by ^ Ir * «*«w*e 
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of mind to escape from it. I have now only to qpen, or 
to force this latch; I caimot sucoeed without an iron 
tool, therefore it is necessary that I should again asoend 
the staircase to prooure one ; a few minutes may suffioe 
for this ; a few more to place me in safety, wherefore 
tremble? Courage, Abel, courage, think of the gallows, 
and then thou wilt find nrings to thy feet." In faet the 
oordial produoed its usual effeot He rose, seiaed his 
lantiiom, and saw that the shadow diminished in propor- 
tion as it fell less obliquely on his body : he lowered it 
again, then raised it as if in sport, and to conTince his 
imagination that the phantom which had terrified him, 
was only the natural effect of the angles of light, cast more 
or less obliquely, and of the opaque body which arrested 
them. When he had two or three times repeated this 
ezperiment, ezactly as we do to a horse to familiarize 
it with an object at wMoh it is frightened, he once more 
retraced the road which had led him thither, but not with- 
out haying cast a last look on the door; he then began to 
asoend with a quick and free step. Arrived without 
obstacle in the chamber aboYe described, he had no diffi- 
culty in finding a small hook, adapted to the purpose for 
which it was destined, then he determined to abandon 
this asylum for ever, if he could succeed in opening the 
barrier which formed the sole obstacle to his so doing; he 
proTided himself with biscuits, once more saluted the 
little wine cask, and did not forget to pocket the money 
firom which he hoped to deri^e some profit. While on 
his way, ofb repeated and frequent reports of cannon, 
smote his ear : he remained some moments Ustening and 
quaking for fear, then persuaded that they had come to a 
decisive struggle, he believed the moment could \\fikl\^ 
more opportune. He oolleoted «\\ \£ka fj^s^T^ié^ ^!cJ^ ^^^^ 
oeeåed. Arrired at the foot oi ^^le ^^wowks nC^^a."^ 



tnvened moro bokUy than at. fint, bdottcue hd begås to 
know his ground; he had nodifiSoul^ in.raigmg the UiUdi 
ofthebar, and thia foræd U to tam on its nisty liinges. 
He had flcaroely touohed witii hia foot^ the fizit line 
beyond the ontlet, when he began to brestbe with graater 
freedom. Bfany of our readers must have often atteodød 
experimental leoturea on natoral philosophj, and mntt 
have witnesøed the agonies of a bird, or labbit, endosed 
in the pnemnalao belL The pantingg of the mtteiable 
ånimal grow shorter uid move rapid, as, by the aotion of 
fhe handle, the vaoniun becomes more peorfbct in the.béU ; 
and then by degrees, Uie breathing is rendered more enq^ 
and firee, when by the inverse action the air retuma to 
M the maohine and dilate the lungs of the patent. 
Malvezzi had been exaotly the .bird, or the rabbit, from 
whom, hope and tmlt had stolen the qoantity of air neoea* 
aary to respiration, and the door whicfa tumed on its own 
hinges, was the hmtdle of the air pump, wMch møved by 
øome compassionate hånd, brought again to his oheøt, tfiis 
beneficent element. Thesimilesavonrssomewhatoftlie 
sohool benoh, perhaps not long sinoe vaoated by .tiie 
author ; but if it presents an exaot image, of what oonae« 
qnenoeisthis? Oh! that in this, weré oomprised all the 
fimlts of the narration ! Ifalvezm remained some mo« 
ments in doubt, ere he prooeedad ftirfcher, oonsidøriag 
n hether it were best to dose the door after him, or to 
leave it open. At length he dedded on the former 
oourse, thinldng that in oase he were porsued, the grafted 
door might prove an obstade, at least nntil the method of 
opening it were found out, and on the otfaer band, if 
some unforseen circumstance should constrain him to 
tum back, he could still adopt tSie in.m<& mmxka to re-enter 
tliat bø liad done to pahs lortYi. "tte \J[ict«ilot^ VoXMrQKMK^ 
ihc end of his robe between ttktAajn^>fiteni%sAVa» >p:«te^ 
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r behind him, not only to oonæal his penon, in 
one shonld arrive, wbo might spy him from thenæ^ 
also to oast forward, aø muoh as possible » greater 
don of light. The road, whioh smooth and in good 
iition, appeared before him, by degrees aø he ad* 
3ed, presented no obstaoleø of any kind, only he 
igfat he peroeived that the phun began to inoline 
ewhat upwardfl, and as he prooeoded, the light whioh 
till saw in the distanæ, showed itself more steadily, 
ong^ it still seemed to find ito way with diffioulty 
d fragments and loliage. He arrived finally at the 
^onity of the subterranean passage, and some stopø 
tre he reaohed the mouth, he foond a stone of blaok 
ble, inserted in the wall, on whioh had be«i en- 
red an insoriplaon, now half wom away by time. The 
3re whioh still remained were the foUowing :— LL.... 

CrS.G E....T. Malveszi did not in tmth greatly 

i these shreds of an inscription, whioh for Bnmus 
3onti, would have proved a preoiouB gem. Several 
ned antiqaarians whom we oonsolted solely to spare 
readers the fatigue of ooigectiires, béUøred thøy had 
id in these lettors qnite enoogh to reoogniæ the 
ider of this wondwM work; and Mr. Oldbaok, 
ker Sootf s fietmous antiqnary, whom we entreated to 
I ns an explanation, whioh oertainly must approach 
rest the tmth, (seeing his inoomparable skill in di«- 
^nishing the Ixue anoient ooin from the old Sootish 
id, or shilling,) was oourteonø enou^ to send ns the 
3wing inteIpretation^-^'Ii«lGUU^ Luoinias, Imonllns* 
ural, Erexit/' Tho Israelite then soaroely honoured 
h. a glance this stone, whioh indioated the name of one 
Fhom he was indebted fbr his MSb, sinæ there is no 
bt but that TriiruMowQulibv«%\B|N\^Hi^s^>A2^ 
LueuUuB, aboat ftftwa \raiiA3rai ton^ \Aftssc^ 
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pured a way for his eooape. Our readen, liowevør, 
not tax the jew with ingratitude for this negleot ; 
already laden with sufBcien^i sini, to render him c 
to every worthy person! so that we must al)8olate]3 
don him if at this period he thought no more of Ia» 
than of Tigranes. He had much élse to do ! The 
ture whioh formed the entrance and out-let to thi 
sage, was somewhat oonfined, sinoe time and neglei 
encumhered it with firagments and rubbish, in 
which, all the perfection and solidity of the Boman 
oould not etemally resist. Besides this, sea-weec 
crceping ivy, emulously interwove their leayes, i 
entirely tapertried the outside of the entranoe, and 
penetratod to the distance of a few feet within the 
itsclf. Arrived at this point, Malvezzi's first caie i 
look all round to recognize the plaoe in whioh he 
He removed some of the thickest branches, and a 
row of moumful cypresses struck his eye. At a few 
distance, a small um of white marble, with the to| 
open, rose on a pedestal of graceAil but very simple 
and on the front of it was inscribed these words : — " 
HicNonEst" A very sin gular inscription for a fb 
monument, and so singular, that few or none were 
found of a similar fancy. A weeping willow n 
coverod the um with its pendent branches. A 
fUrther on, commenced a succession of lixht and el 
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sured as he felt that he was about to enter holy ground, 
) lent his hånd on the edge of the aperture, tbus placing 
mself in a position to aid his escape. At the same 
oment the tread of slow steps detained him in order to 
»serve the person who appeared to be exaotly approach« 
g this vault. He drew back a little, and eztinguished 
le light, now become useless to him. A woman of tall 
ature enveloped in a black mantle, with her head endr- 
ed by small fillets, came towards the monument above 
»cribed, on which stood the small um. Her aspect was 
temn and her step majestio. She carried two baskets, 
le of which contained flowers with their roots, and the 
iher some which were freshly out from their stalks. 
rrived close to the aperture, she remained a moment 
intemplating it; then shook her head slightly, and a 
Lournful smile flitted over her Ups. She did not see the 
d Isrælite, whose person was in obscurity, but he per« 
ATed her and from her aspect and garb, she might have 
3en taken for the guardian spirit of the sepulchres. She 
Ivanced fEurther, and stopped near this tomb, placing at 
le foot of it one of the two baskets. She drew the flow- 
rf out of the other, there were white and yellow roses, 
• * !— lillies, violets, dog's-grass, myrtle, safElron, and other >>tett: 
tixed with odoriferous herbs : she filled the um with 
lese, and laid them in order, appearing to take pleasure 
i the occupation. She then moved the soil at the foot of 
le pedestal, and transplanted those which she had col- 
»ctedin the other basket. There were the pale early 
ouble violets, the sweet hawthom, and the azure hya« 
inth. She passed more than half an hour in this employ- 
lent, having finished which, she seated herself on the 
round, by the side of the pedestal on which she leaat bsi<t 
)ft elbow and her head on the paVisi ol \ksst \!ks»^.^. ^^^^ 
æg ibøD, in a law tone, theBQ swet^ ^«WRft ^1 ^3o» ^'^^'1*^ 
Våuolu8e>^ 



** Ogni mea gioia 
Per lo sao diptrtdre in pianto e tM^ : 
Ogni doloeaa di mUviia e tolta^'' &a 

It appeared as if she bad taken these YerwB for tiie 
head of a longer pieoe, sinæ alter a few minutes paoae^ 
she resumed, and sang the wbole graoeftil oanaonet ti 
thifl amoroos poet, with few lariationB and« sweeiaad 
moumM aooent. 

" Si é dehile il filo a oui n attiens 
La gravofla mia Tita»" &o. 

Malveza, from the first moment that he had fized bis 
eyes on this strange form, remained aø if he were ftwoinated. 

We are told of serpentfl, to whoie look is attributed 
the magio of rendering motionleas thæe a.TMmaia whioh 
an OYil fate has drawn towards them. This oase was pre- 
ciselj similar. Malveizi with his feet, whose beelfl 
touched the wall, tried to keep baok his person as modi 
as poesible, without however taking his øyes from tha 
mysterious being who stood befoie him ; without hazard-i 
ing a single step, through fear of attracting her attention 
by the least movement. When afterwards he saw her 
smile disdainfully, he believed, for a short time that she 
had perceived hhn. Tiiis state of agony only lasted an 
instant, but it was dreodfuL He was somewhat oonsoled 
when he saw her move away.; but when she was seated, 
her faoe, though rather tumed aside, was exaotly opposite 
the wretched prisoner, to whom, if we may judgé fh>m 
the impression which he had received, she must serve as 
a sentinel, placed there to hinder his passing out. Her 
face, while she sang the moumful strain, had assumed an 
expression of sad solemnity. The looks of- her hair had 
esoaped from the fillets round her head, and gave her a 
certain air whioh would have beoome a prieetess of this 
funereal place, T7henjdiehadftmdM^>^<baS&Kjém%wa^ 
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she threw much pathos, ohiefly every time she 
ih. verse, she remained some moments wrap- 
gious silence. You would have said that the 
reetnoss of the verses, had invested her whole 

hy degrees, her face« at first pale as a winding 
ired a tiuge of the rose ; her hlack eyes shone 
ids ; she flung back angrily the hair from her 

was very evident that thoughts of another 
m1 her at this moment. In faet it was not long 
Ice forth in these terrible accents : — 
tta ! ah si, vendetta alfin : s* indrizzano 
i-crinite a te furie terribili ; 
serpi, che a'lor crin si rizzano, 
li spavento, i crudi sibili ! 
i dagli occhi vampeggianti schizzano 
intille ! Ve' quali ombre orhbili 

> giorno riveder non temono ^,ij„ 
oi agitando ; e roche gemono !* 

b the last verse, her stature appeared taller by 
i ; her countenance, at first sofk and moumfUl, 
;loomy and severe expression. She began to 
) the sepulchre with hasty steps, which after- 
me more slow and meditative. Every word, 
>f this terrible woman, had fallen heavily oa 
>f Malvezzl He could no longer move ; he 

> have on his back, the shiit of lead which 
j&st over the shoulders of certain reprobates; 
ad he had strength to change his place, what 

he adopt? Turn back? flepass without 
road which he had already traversed with so 
rs ?— impossible ! To advance ; leap boldly out 

autiful octave is an imitation of Drydea'« ma.'^VftR.««*. 
»wer of muaic over the h.umaa\x«M\r «otDV»«^^'^ ^''**' 
t, ADgdo Mazza. 
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upon the woman, and aTsQ himseif of that physkMl 
fttperiority wliich a man oug^t to have, to make his waj 
out, in case she had any intention of preventing him ; 
this was a determination of which he knew not that he waø 
oapable; the tout ensemble of this singular woman breatilwd 
a something magicai, which nailed him down to his old 
position. Meanwhile a bnrst of warlike instmmenlB 
oontinued to encrease bj degrees, and rang in their ean 
With the noise of thunder. As for Malvezzi, he trembled 
in every fibre, but this woman showed not the slightesl 
ohange. You would haye said that it was a harmony not 
unpleasing to her nerves, and certainly it could not be 
much at variance with the state of her heart. The air, 
briskly agitated, echoed deeply in this oave, and the mute 
dwellings of the dead, shook to their fonndations. The 
mysterious woman, after these first movements of wrath 
had exiialfld themselves in the verses we have recited, 
became oalm by degrees. She oontinued to walk a few 
minutes longer, and then reseated herself by the side of 
the monument, drew from the folds of her dress a smaU 
book, and began to read, and to meditate npon ii. The 
reports of oannon, which succeeded each other with. in- 
credible celerity, did not distnrb her more than if she 
had possessed in common with the stone, its hardness 
and insensibility. While they remained thus, the one 
absorbed in the perusal of her book, the other agitated, 
ond thinking over the means to which he should have 
recourse, two new personages appeared on the scene. A 
bier had been plaoed, the previous day, before an attar 
ereoted about half way on the piazza, the grave diggers, 
therefore, came to oonsign to the earth the oorpse whioh 
it ooDtådned, and set dowu tbft bier at a little distanoe 
Ama tbe aotranoe of t)ie a\i)Qitoct«a^>3A \a8saj^k '«s^ 
cv^posite to the blaok female. TYiwDL\«toxi%xK&'^irøa%\«Asfi 
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and pick azes, they began to dig the hole ; a»d while «ii- 
gaged in this ocoupation, exaotly similar to that of tb« 
grave diggers in the fifth aet of Shakesqpere's Hamlet^ the 
following dialogue took plaoe between them, of whioh 
Malvezzi, to the ^ncrease of his miaery, did not Iom a 
syllable. 

** Hem ! Giacomo," began one of them, while with a 
stone he fized more finnly the handle of his piok axe 
whioh liad beoome loose, ''hem! do you see her? per- 
haps they are the secrets of the great Albert that she ia 
studying." 

** Deus in a^iutoriom. 
Meum intende," 
replied Giacomo, tuming his back on the womaa, as if 
to avoid seeing her. 

*'Priend Basilius, I told you before, I never iaterfere 
in these matters." 

** Hem," replied Basilius, closing one eye and twisting 
his mouth alittle, with a knowing nod, " See, sinceyester- 
day what fine flowers hare £q[>rung up at the foot of this 
sepulohre." 

Giaoomo shook his head, 9Xiå began to dig up the earth« 
but did not tum round. 

"For a grave digger, my Giacomo^ thou art very oow- 
ardly." 

G. *' It may be so, Basil ; but I know what I say, and 
what I ought to do." 

B. "Oh! fie^tobeafraidof thedead!— " 

G. "Of the dead, no; not as long as they are dead^ 
but when they return to life— oh then— " 

B. "And what then? Hem!— the dead who return 
to life ? I do not know if any suoh have been seen." 

G. "It may be as it may be, Basil, but Ikx\iv« ^\^al^ 
Isay." 



B. '* If I oould aee only oo^l—if I oonid but i 

fhiB good luck !" — 

6. **0h I will show you the way to satisfy jv 
curiosity." 

B. "Indoed? Well done my good Giaoomo; løfe . 
go and pass the night there, in the cave of the Borgeo 
Jacopo. If it be true that a spirit oomes there et«; 
evening to sigh, we oan then speak from onr own experi- 



ence." 



G. "Basilius, no jesting. No jesting, Basilius! I 
know what I say, and what-— " 

B. " And what you ought to do ! but shall we wager 
that I bring my bed here?— we will only wager the fine 
shirt that you had on the day of St. Gennaro." 

G. " My striped shirt would not fit you well; partioa- 
larly after such an adventure ; and then you would smell 
of sulphur. I know what I say, Basilius." 

B. Let us prove it, my Giaoomo; let usproTeit I 
will give you a cake." 

G. "No jesting, Basilius. But after all, what need 
have you of my company ? Look behind me. Is she still 
there ? TVcll explain your wish, and you shall not have 
to spcnd a grana* to satisfy it." 

B. " Oh, as for that, I am not suoh a simplcton ; my 
wife would tear my eyes out." 

G. **Do not fear, your eyes will remain to-morrow 
where they now ara ; I know what I say" 

B. " But let us lay aside jesting, Jaques, as our new 
masters say, and tell mo a little of what you know of 
this adventure." 

G. " Of what adventure do you speak " 

B. "Hem! look behind you." 

* An I talian coin. 
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G. "I will not move an inoh from my direction ; let 
ns speak of something else. I know what I — " 

B. " Then tell me all about the surgeon Jaoopo." 

G. " You've heard it a thousand times/' 

B. " It has been told me in so many dilOferent ways 
that I do not know which to believe." 

G. "But I know what I say. I knowexacUywhathap- 
pened to this poor professor," 

B. " Come then, Giacomo ; while we rest here a mo- 
ment, tell me a little in your own way. Hem ! she does 
not hear us now ; she is no longer of this world." 

G. " WiUingly ; but on condition that you leave off 
jesting, because I know what I say." 

They then laid down their pick axes, asiå seated them- 
selves in the hole which they had half excavated. Gia- 
como, with his back tumed to the woman, and Basilius 
opposite to* him. Giacomo took the hat from his head, 
wiped his brow with a rag which had been a pocket hånd- 
kerchief, and began thus : — 

"You remember, doubtless, the night in which Al- 
phonso, having given up the kingdom to his son, Ferdin- 
and, retired to MazarL If you rightly recollect, it was 
near midnight, when we met him at a short distance from 
the port, aocompanied by his suite, who were eamestly 
persuading the monarch to hasten on boaid the galley 
which awaited him. Terror and oonfusion were at their 
height. "Well, it happened that the bark, which received 
the king, was scarcely separated from the shore by six 
times the length of this bier, when a spirit arrived, of 
what kind is not sald, which appeared hurrying after it 
with as much speed as was permitted by a palr of shoes 
whose soles had in them more than a thousand points of 
red hot steel, which, at every step, åxed t\i'M£fi^^^N2B^*^'^ 
living åesh; aaæ though it YraB * flkis^ii^h ^^X*''^^^^"^ 
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his hair wiih yexation. Tbe poor surgeon, Ji 
had repaired thither, in oider to aooompany his 
board the ship, was seized by this reprohote, who 
several words in his ear, It is aaid, in the Chaldc 
age, a language familiar to ghosts ; but the pa 
knew neither Chaldee nor Arabio, and with a : 
voice, took oourage to tell his dilemma^ vix^ thi 
not understood a single syllahle. Then the s; 
pared to tell him his case in good Italian, when 
at the church of St Leonard's,in Ghiaia,oomm«i( 
ing twelvo; although it was at some distance from 
yet they heard the sound distinoUy ; it being o 
thither by a wind from the south. Then the ghost 
ing that time would not permit him to teU all h( 
and feeling himself, perhaps, impelled by an ir: 
foroe, hastened to inform the surgeon that he si 
pect him the next morning on that spot^ when ] 
impart to him oertain secrets, and he ei^oined h 
there at all events by two o'clook, threaten 
with terrible ohastisements and torments if he £r 
by way of pledge meanwhile,he bit his ear. At thi 
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a can^e had tonohed it twa or three timeø, bo thst tb« 
Lfaappy man had two injuries done to him; one to his 
r, the other to his wig. The next day his perplexity 
ts still greater. It is said that i)oor Jacopo went to oon- 
It a casuist, as to the oonduot he shoold pursue under 
9se circumstances. It is also reported that the oasuist 
ced him, if, at the spirit's summons, he had promised to 
Mur to the place of rendezvous ; but Jacopo ooold not 
nember. It was too, very oertain that if he had made 
9 proAise, it was extorted from him through fear or 
in, and in this case it might be deelared nuU and Toid. 
le casuist wished to discuss, distinguish, subdivide, and 
mow not what besides. The Ikct is, that the evening 
rlYed ere anything was decided upon. The sorgeon* 
weyer, had no wish to keep this appointment, in order 
receire confidential Communications, whioh he felt 
ite oonvinced would proye useless to Mm ; whereupon 
resolred to shut himself up in his house, and let who- 
sr wanted him knock at the door ; ghost or not To- 
rds two o'olock in the evening, he was tranquillyseated, 
least apparently so, at table with his fiunily, and carrying 
I fork, with some meat on the point, to his mouth, when 
3 first stroke of the hour was heard from the same 
ick of St. Leonardo, in Chiaia. At this very instant^ 
oopo disappeared, and the fork, with the mouthful of 
ist meat upon it, remained suspended in the air as he 
d left it. Eancy, my Basilius ; fi^ure to yourself the 
)ne; what whisperings, what murmurings. But for 
eping, wailing, or whispering, heaven will not ohange 
deorees, and until midnight nothing more was heard 
the unhappy man. At this hour, although doors and 
Qdows were shut and barred, the good surgeon waa 
idenly beheld reseated at his post; thftiicst^K.^^^'mssQi^-^ 
t of roast meat, fbHowing 'Qxft msrramso^ ^ 
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entered his mouth, and his jaws mastaoated, although it is 
said, unwillingly. His fan^, from whom he had been 
almost hopelessly separated, ran to embraoe him; ten 
voices interrogated him, and twenty arms were flung 
around him; but he did not appear inclined either to 
answer their questions or return their oaresses ; he waa 
as pale as a oorpse, and blood flowed from the other ear ; it 
was ezamined, and a wound was disoovered, exactly 
similar to that of the preceding evening, and the edge of 
his wig was also singed on the same side, from which it 
was inferred that the breath of the personage who had 
saluted him, oould not be oompared either to theperfume 
of the rose, or of the jessamine. The next morning 
they expected to find the seal broken, and the curiosity 
of each was at its heighth. But all that could be gained 
from Jacopo, was, that he bad been transported by an 
invisible band to tbe spot, and there detained by foroe 
until the first stroke of midnight was struok by the dock 
of St. Leonardo. At this sound the spirit approached 
once more to the ear of Jacopo, who had already forgotten 
the caress of the evening before, and feigniag to embraoe 
him, he bit his other ear ; doubtless that he might re- 
member him, and not take what bad happened for a 
dream; at the same moment be found himself seated 
again in his arm chair, in his own house, with his ear 
bleeding, and finishing the supper which had been so un- 
civilly interrupted. From that time the cave was, as you 
know, called the Cave of the Surgeon Jacopo ; and it is 
reported, or rather, it is certain, that this same spirit has 
chosen it for his habitation, since, towards evening, there 
aredistinctly heard sighs and bowlings, as of somo person 
horribly tormented." 

While Giacomo related his history, the face of Basilius, 
which had at first manifested the ooutemptuoua iuoredu- 



21S 

ot whioh he had given proof in his dialogue, assumed 
egrees, as the tale proceeded, a certain air of unead- 
, which evidently proved that the things related, made 
npression on his mind. He looked now at Giacomo« 
at the mouth of the cave, and still more frequently 
e woman,who was exactly oppoaite to him,and who had 
r raised her ejes from her hook dunng the narrative : 
Qg finished which, Basilius rose, took up his axe, and 
" let us go on, f riend Giaoomo, let us prooeed with 
ifork." 

Tes," replied Giaoomo, " we will try to make up for 
time ; .meanwhile I will tell you some more drcum« 
ses that will give you a hetter idea of this faot" 
io, No," replied Basilius, "enough for the present, 
not wish to hear more." 

Lnd yet, my Basilius, it is qulte neoessary that you 
Id know the ground on whioh you are ahout to ex- 
yourself to pass the night. It may be, that the ob« 
.tions which were afterwards made would suit you. 
heed to me, for I know what I say." 
£em;«do you really think that I intend to pass a 
; here ? After what you have told me, be it true or 
I would not remain here even to gain the purpie 
ings of a Bishop." " Ah ah ! Basilius, have I pinoh- 
ou? to-morrow you shall try on my fine hoUday 
. I will wam your wife not to expeot you home to 
b." 

H> not trifle any more my^ Giaoomo, do not lec us jest 
nore ahout the dead, who knows what might happen. 
e, I think the hole is deep enough. Let us put this 
girl in her last abode, and go about our business." 
is you please friend Basilius, I am also of your opi- 
: we ought not to jest about the dandi vsAY^KfikSi« 
I say. Come seize her "by \iiaft l^\» «a.^ V^w^ ^^^^ 
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hold of her anna. Péor littté fldng ! look høir beratifta 
fthe wM, shemig^ be abooft aøfMiteeii.* 

While thuB disoouning fhey bad taken the oorpee from 
tho bier, and were about to oart ii into the graye, fFlien 
the black woman, (and we oaU her ao firom the oolor of lief 
garments,) at Giaoomo's last worda^ aiosei, ajyproached fhe 
oorpse, and removing the hair from the forehead oontrønp- 
lated it for a moment ; then monmftdly shaking her heiid, 
she retumed to her sepoUdire, from whenoe abe took 
fiome flowers, which she soattered on the grave, and tim 
regained her post, no longer reading, bot meditalisg. 
The tw o grave diggers observed that oofnona tean ftO 
from her eyes, which, trom time to time, she raised to 
heaven, and then rested them, with an ezpresslon of 
melancholy, on the empty um beside her. The men luMt- 
ened to fiilfil their gloomy office with a oertain solidtnde 
groator than usual ; and having thrown the earth again 
into tho grave, planted over it a wooden cross, on wfaiofa 
was ooarsely engraved these simple words : 

"ElizaH reqoiescat in paoe.* 

Thoy then departed with a thonghtfid air, leaving iliø 
blaok woman seated on her stone, and the jew, Malvenl, 
ntill in his den, a prey to the most terrible anguish. 



Chaptbb XVIII. 



In order not to interrupt the interest of this narratiTe, 
wohave omitted telling our readers that the French fleet, 
and the besiegers by land, had contemporaneously oom- 
menced the bombardment of the oastle. The brave 
soldiers of the garrison defended themselves like lions ; 
and the two Trivulzios— the eldest commanding the opera- 
tions by land, while Hannibal directed those by sea— 
seemed to multiply themselves as it were, to encourage 
the combatants, oause the wounded to be oarried of^ and 
thrust back or destroy all the means which the French 
were by degrees bringing forward, in order to come to a 
formal attack. 

Froposals for terms of accomodation had already been 
tried by the French, but Trivulzio had refused them all, 
protestlng that he would never lay down his arms until 
the enemy had placed his foot on the platform of the rock 
he commanded. Then, and not before— and even then 
more to spare his people than to save himself— would he 
Usten to terms for peace. But to tMs eztravagant de- 
claration the French replied, that perhaps, they might 
then give quarter to the soldiers who were obliged to obey 
their oommander, but that they should never pardon the 
Strange and barbarens determination of Tt\N\3\'»a\«i"<^rat- 
xnit the åestruotion of his garrisoii YAxsa ooasvassR^ ^\''^a^ 
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impoflsibilitj of resisting two •rmieø oo-opentiiig toøøQiør 
agaiast a rook, and a soldiery now weakened by long 
øuflerings, and the daily Ion and min oaiued hy the 
Frenoh cannon. fint the obstinate liudøvioo answered 
these thrcats by a dudainftil smile, and desired the filing 
to rooommence with fresh fdiy as soon as the messengen 
were out of danger. The French, having now lost aD 
hope of galning possession of the casUe by amicaUe k«- 
ties, decided on coming at onoe to the assaalt. Therefbn^ 
alter having suspended the oannonading for some hoan^ 
during which suspension, the above mentioned oonvena- 
tion in the oemetery took plaoe ; and having bronght tbe 
necessary arrangements to a termination, they gave tbe 
fatal signal Then was Frenoh valor shewn in all iti 
glory. Gilbert de Montpensier oommanded the land 
troopb ; the son of the oelebrated Giaoomo Gravilla, grand 
Admiral of France, those by sea. In vain the TrivuMos 
oppoeed to this impetus all the oourage of desperation ; 
in spite of the murderous hail of the artillery the bridge 
wos laid across, the gates of the rook overthrowc. The 
Arragoneso oannoneers killed at their guns, the ftisilien 
and archers, no longer seoonded by them, were driven 
trom thoir niches and battlements, and they then joined 
tho main part of the garrison, who, in ezoeUent order, 
but still with heavy loss, were obliged to yield the gronnd 
step by step, falling baok on the ohief fort. 

Arrived there, and no hope now remaining to any, save 
that of dying sword in hånd, Ludovico Trivulzio, feeling 
persuadod that he had done all that it was i>ossible for a 
a bravo oommander to do, to preserve the rock for his 
sovoreign, oaused a white flag to be hoisted, and hostilities 
woro instantly suspended. He summoned all the officers 
into the ohuroh, whioh had been built in the centre of 
tho fort, but uaderground. He expT«eiai^\A \^DL«m>DCA^iCL\axQ 
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satis&otion with the valor they had displayed in defenoe 
of the castle, and he then sent them haok to their posts, 
thore to await the condusion of the compaot whioh waa 
about to be made. He then remained alone with Hanni- 
bal, and revolved in his mind a desperate idea. The 
young Lucilla had also entered the saored precinots at 
this yery moment, because Hannibal, foreseeing that 
this would be their last asylum, and oonfiding in the in- 
▼iolability of the place, had led her thither, prepared to 
defend her with his own blood from the first impetus of 
the yictor. The unhappy girl stood with her arms crossed 
oyer her breast at the farthest end of the church, await- 
ing in silenoe the destiny whioh hung over them. Han- 
nibal gave her a sign to advance, and Ludovioo, still main- 
taining a noble pride, was on the point of imparting to 
them the last resouroe he meant to adopt, when suddenly 
a door was flung open, of the existence of which no one 
had previously been aware, a warrior in brown armour 
appeared on its threshold, gazed around, and then advan- 
oed with a hasty step towards the two Trivulzios, who, 
at this unexpected sight, stood amazed. The damsel, as 
if by an involuntary movement, drew nearer to Hannibal, 
and Ludovioo, whose audacity never sunk with ill fortune, 
was about to speak, when the stranger began as follows : 
•* Trivulzio," said he, " could this rock have been preserved 
for Ferdinand, it would have been by you, now since the 
fates have deoreed it otherwise, withdraw from the inso- 
lence of the oonqueror, who might, perhaps, punish your 
▼alor and your faith. Withdraw at least from the infamy 
of reoeiving favors from these barbarous usurpers. Oome, 
foUow my steps, I will oonduct you to a plaoe of safety." 
'^Whoever thou art," replied the proud oommandant^ 
** who issuest either from the tomb, ot V!ti'^ ^tssf^'^>QssQaRK 
be aeøured thaJb I know botter lYiasi^^^u ^<^^ >^^^^i(^si'^ 
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osoape from ihe insolenoe of the viobor, and høwever 
Kniuoth may be the path by whioh you would fa^^ft v^ I 
will not follow you bliiidly,without knowing whetheryoB 
bcluDg to tho family of Beelsebub^ and ^without haring 
settlod the terms for an honorable surrender of this 
ca«tle.** 

"Uope not for honorable terms. Oh, Trivulao! aU 
is arranged. The garrison will go out unarmed, and witt 
only take with them the honor of haTing reaisted to tha 
very last with incredible oonstanoy. Submit thøn to 
stem necessity, and reserve yourself for revenge. It ia 
not far distant. I announoe it and do not deoeive you* 
Come on, the moments are predous; do not let us loøe 
them in useless disoussions." 

" I will not follow you," replied Triyulzio, ** until you 
have first raisod your vizor. I will not throw myself ydliufr- 
tarily into the jaws of the wolf." 

" FoolLsh man," cried the stranger,and at the same time 
seized lus right hånd, and tuming towards the opposite 
sido to that whcre Hannibal and the maiden stood, un-^ 
covcred his face. At this sight Ludovico Trivulzio res- 
spoctfully bent his head, and without opposing the least 
rosistanoe, allowed himself to be conducted by his guide. 

Uannibal and the young girl had remained a little be- 
hind, and knew not whether they ought to follow this 
stranger. But having taken a few steps, and the warrior 
porceiving their uncertainty said, " Do you come, Han- 
nibal ; and you beautiful damsel, whoever you are, come 
also." Then he proceeded— oponed again the door whidi 
was made in one of the large columns, and was foUowed 
by the Trivulzios and Lucilla. A long spiral staircase 
presented itself to their eyes, half way down whi<^ an- 
other warrior, furnished with a torch, was waiting for 
theni, and walked before the p«cty m ot4^ V^ \i«|tit them 
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obscurity. Arrived at the foot of the small 
taircase, they saw a seoond, larger, and more 
ns, which continued to bend baok at oblique 
it only afber the interval of ten or twelve steps, 
th they came to a small room, lit by two large 
lalabra with torches stuck in them. Here the 
advised the Trivulzios to exchange th^ Italian 
r others of the French &shion, surmounted by 
hers, and he gave the maiden a hint to let down 
véH and cover her faoe. They descended three 
rcases, still lighted by the same warrior, and 
le lateral grated door, through the bars of whioh 
1 shadow bad been reflected, when lowering his 
he had seen his shadow magnified to a giant 
le steps. The warrior who preæded them, 
B door, as well as that through which our Israel- 
used. The noise of the locks and chains re- 
rough the long submarine corridor, and reached 
Malvezzi, who was watohing for an opportunity 
: forth without being peroeived by the blæk 
The dialogue between the two grave diggers 
j^ly agitated him, and, although he disoovered in 
ots of ignorance and superstition, he oould not 
ig much affected by the tale. Whetherthis arose 
)articular frame of his mind, or from theoritioal 
Q which he found himself, or from the voioe of 
), ever ready to reprove the guilty, and dismay 
t)y terrors which haveno other foundation than 
ns of fancy. The woman in black, firom the mår 
bion of the noise of cannon, and the cries of 
3ding from the oonquerors, peroeived that the 
finally fallen in to the hånds of the besiegers ; 
., not by ouriosity, (so fici^o\o\SA^lw^«3B%^fflB'fvsi^ 
8uch a mind,) but by a moc^ Tgny««tVQiL'xB^««s^^ 
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she flow to ihe opposite side of the oemeter7,ooomiiiidni| 
that part of the rock through which the ▼iotor ixoasiB, 
haying gained aooess, were just raising the Btaadardof 
peace« and advanciDg in the greatest order on the platfonn. 
It wos at this very moment that the timid jew, unamure 
of the woman having removed to aome distance, mi 
wayering betwizt his wish to eaoaipe finally Acom hil 
trouhles, and the fear of meeting her, heard the distnt 
noise of chains, and the sound ot the fdgitiye footstfliis 
in the corridor ; fear, then prerailing over him, and ak* 
the natural instinct by which we are ever promplad 
to choose the least of evils, (eyen without «- •refleotum,) 
he suddenly reoovered his lost strength, made a spaoe fbr 
himself among the ivy, the sea weeds and broken fng- 
ments, and dogged by terror, leaped Arom the oave and 
ran twenty paoes firom the path whioh led direot to thø 
door by which the grave diggers had passed out. There^ 
squattin^ down, he remained palpitating like a hare fot* 
lowed by hounds; and then, unseen, he sat watohing 
for an opi>ortune moment to escape from the hånds of 
those who were, he believed, sent in pursuit of him. 

It is needless to say that Malvezii, at this time, was the 
last thing thought of, by the persons who thus inspired 
him with fear. Beflections of more importance oyer- 
shadowed the minds'of the fugitives. Ludovioo Trivuliio^ 
who thought he knew the most secret comer of this rock, 
passed from wonder to wonder, at finding himself 
traversing a spaoe so large, and of the existence of which 
he had not even suspected the possibility. The idea^ too, 
of passing, by means of a submarine passage, the small 
arm of the sea whioh divided it firom the land, had neyer 
ocourred to his mind. Hannibal only thought of the 
young girl, who clung trombling to his arm, squeesing it 
jtnrolimtarily, as if to say, '' ^ou okfoft «x^ is^ ^^cotaotor." 



The brown warrior stepped along tiie gloomy 
with perfect ease ; a proof that the way was familiar to 
him, as it also seemed to the soldier who lighted him. 
Arrived at the mouth of the cave the torch was eztin- 
guished^and its bearer, cautiously remoyingthe branches, 
oast a look all round and went out first. Ludovico keeping 
behind him, then the young Lucilla^ supported by Han- 
nibal, and Hannibal hiinself foUowed them. The unknown 
warrior, who had stopped in the rear, came last, aided by 
the Trivulzios. Then the branches were thrust back in 
their piaces by the soldier who had preceded them ; and 
being out of danger the vizors were lowered, and they all 
went forth. 

The terror of Malvezzi was redoubled when he saw the 
Trivulzios, but it did not just then come in to his mind 
that they had at this time more reason to think of them- 
selves than others. Nevertheless, when he beheld them 
lower their vizors, proceed cautiously, looking annoyed, 
and speaking in low tones, he began to suspeot that the 
rock, haviug fallen into the hånds of the Erench, the 
Arragonese power was over, and secure now of his life he 
began to weep for the money he had left in the castle. 
But while he was engaged in these thoughts, the fugitives 
were moving away with hasty steps, the brown warrior 
still acting as guide. Leaving on one side the long avenue 
of cypresses which led to the larger gate, they turned to- 
wards the chapel, which stood, as we have already said, 
midway on the terrace of porches : they entered this, and 
the jew lost all trace of them. Some few moments having 
passed he saw the woman in black coming with speed to 
the largest gate, like a person anxious to issue speedily from 
this enclosure, and meet some escort in the distance. 
Then almost certain of being alone, (a citc\iT£k&\a.Ti^:i^\9\£v<^ 
at the same timerejoiced and terri&edYnm^ \v<b\^'^gKQL\A^ftiV 
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TiM themeans of extrioiKtlngliliiiMlf ftom hisprenn 
tion, (dnoe he did not wish to ptn the approadiiiig ni^ 
in the oave; pMrtionlaiiy afler faftving hewd Giaoomo'ft 
legend. It was not diffioolt to pat tliis design into ezeco- 
tion. Thoee who oonld have interposed obstades mm 
iar away. One party intent on pzoyiding for ^^r own 
øafety, and the wonuin in punuit of what was probably 
esoaping trom her hånds at tiieT8ry moment in whudLsbi 
thought herself most oertain of gniq[>ing it» 



Ghaptbb XIX. 



The light wfaioh shone into the bed chamber of Mil- 
yeszi when he opened his eyes the foUowing day, to drive 
»way a refreshing sleep, no longer penetrated with dif- 
ficulfy through double bars, nor through two sky lights. 
It no longer lighted a poor wretch eztended on a table in 
ft damp prison already destined to the ezecutioners, who 
were waiting to drag him from this miserable plaoe to 
tortures and death; four large windows, defended by 
magnifioent Yenice glass, gave admittance to tiie rays of 
the sun, which already rose in the east with all the pomp 
whioh accompanies it in the south of Italy. Bich our- 
tains of yellow silk, trimmed with blue firinge, softened 
the effect of this sea of light. An oriental carpet 
coyering the floor oheered the eye with the fresh- 
ness of its oolors, and the liyeliness and vanety of its 
pattem. Fumiture of exquisite workmanship and ex- 
cellent taste, worthy the nuptial apartment of a young 
pnncess, adomed this room ; a bed, scarcely two feet from 
the ground, but supplied, aooordingto the eastem &shion, 
with numerous pillows, and surrounded by ourtains of 
yellow silk, reoeived Malyezzi. Strange sports and 
oaprices of fortune ! With a single tom of her wheel 
abe sometimes raises the poor wretdl'w\siS^^&^sak3sc^Sa!^% 
in poverty, or nmng in despair, ^\Bb^\^TKi^'^^i>s^^ 



luxniT and NMS, liksH 

erer, abe onl; imilea ft 

Bwriflce, who wreftthe with girlanda the vlotiiiu toti 

lo be imiuokted. 

Uftlveizi remuined some momeDtfl with hii cfM 
olosed, uif lo coUeot hii ide««, or l^uinR that the iqi 
doui ituLt aurrounded him wh but the illiuian of s dn 
The lemembnDoe of the tomble Bitiution in whid 
bsd bund himselT a few d*jB befon, ^ve *u idditi 
obftnn to tilis advantsgeoiu ooDtrwt. Aa soon as he 
convinced hinuelf th&t on opeiung his eyet the nch 
niture, which he bad soaroely noticed the night bel 
did nol dia^pear, aad aboTe all, that he had no longe 
fear enemies lyiag in wait for bia lilé, he abandotuid t 
aelf, without rescrre, to the good foiiane whidh »t lei 
imiled upon bim. ITndrawiag the bed mirtaina witb 
band, he geaed on the beact^ of the ornamente, not i 
the ridiculous nonder of tte obimDey sweeper tor 
mto a priDce ; bul as a man aooiutomed to eee hin 
■UTTOunded by thin^ of thie luDd, and oho, perhapi, 
oorded bi Ibem this moment of >iompltusan( aatoniahmi 
fromhaving apent the last few dafs amid dirtandmiai 
He then pulled a silkeD oord, and the aUvery sound < 
bell aummoned two eervanta into the room. One of H 
brougbl olean garmonta and the Snest napbine ; theot 
a ewer, a small silver ba^n, eweet Boented iraten, and 
in flne, that oould be nBoeasarj for tha moat careful al 
tiona. Some moments after, another serrant oatue fk 
his master, respeotfullf to aak atter the heallb of hia i 
guesb "Tell Jeremiah then, that I amTeiT well,t 
that if he witl pennit me, I will go into hia apartmi 
beii^ auxioua t^i have aome diioourse wilb bim." '. 
aemnt bowed and dapartod, and in leea Iban ten minu 
Jenmitb itinuelf, Bppeuel> 



225 



ras rather a handsome man of about thirty- 
yrears of age. He had a high forehead, black 
3 eyes, but his head was already becoming 
; he was always dressed with the greatest 
id at the same time with the most studied 

his external appearance there was nothing 
that proscribed and persecuted raoe, which 
.ys merit the scorn and oontempt with 
generally treated, particularly in those times. 

Gk>rgia was a rioh merchant, who had in 
)rb coral manufactory, and whose oonnexlons 
tenisiye, not so much in Naples, of which he 
as in foreign countries. His education had 
ited to the art alone of acquiring money by 

as is generally the case with that of the 
;rael. He had travelled and profitted by his 
wing to various opportunities of associating 

of distinction, had, as it were, cast off the 
tion, and put onthe oleanliness and urbanity 
polished people. As soon as he set foot in 
om, the servants, who had finished their 
rew. Malvezzi, who was enveloped in an 
Lght gown, adyanced to meet him with the 

who has not forgotten that he had received 
service under critical ciroumstances, but at 
> with the security of one who feels persuaded 
>r later he shall have the means of repaying 
1, my excellent Jeremiah," said he, " I have 

thank you. If ever — " 

id not give him time to continue, but taking 
itely by the hånd, and courteously obliging 
himself on two large cushions, changed the 

1 turned it on the mQa\» \SK^"t\a!D^» «Qia^^^*5«- 

i yery oertain. o\xM»X^«BEi;' wl^V^^"" '<5«>^ 
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the viciBsitudeB of tilis unfortunate Gastle deU 'Uoiw, in 
wliioh, permit me to say, you shut younelf up so im* 
prudently, hath had no 111 effeots upon your health P" 

" Excuse me, oh Jeremiah, exouse me. Wonld it irera 
as you say ; but alas ! you are partly deoelTed." 

" If you are then Buffering, or fear that you are threafc- 
ened with some serious attadc, I will send immediately in 
search of Hagar. You know how yery great is her know> 
ledge in the art of medicine." Let me ask Elisha — ** 

Thus speaking Jeremiah eztended his hånd towuda tht 
bell rope, to ring for a servant. 

" Stop fhend,*' said Malvezzi, withholding him, "yoa 
have misunderstood me. I do not require tiie remediøi 
of this world. Hagar is among all the damsels skilled in 
preparing salutiferous beverages, oertainly the nutst akil- 
fUl ; but were she to mix with the happiest oombinati<m>^ 
all the herbs of the sacred mount, and the gums of Arabiij, 
they would not afford the least relief to the pain whkh 
oppresses me— *' 

" Tou have then some mental troubles P'' 

Malyezzi shook his head as if to say, ah, yes ; and how 
many? He tben resumed, with a tone of voioe whioh 
grew more piteous as he proceeded, " Sinoe the gatei of 
this rock, in which the victor is now ezulting, closed upoD 
me, I have had nothing but tribulation and sorrow. I 
will not speak of the daily humiliations for whioh I found 
myself the mark. I will not speak of the ooutinual 
dread of being Arom one moment to another, a yiotim to 
the murderous effeots of those bombs which incesaaatly 
threatened ruin to our place of refuge. Fears and 
humiliation are the inheritance of the children of Judah. 
I have leamed to endure these, and to forget ihoae 
amongst the barbarians of the ooast of Afhca^ whon 
•oti of ii^iuitioe and vozation were multiplied upon tu 
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like the bran(dies of thoøe parasitical plaats wbioh tak« 
Toot wherever they touch the ground. Had my troubles 
been limited to humiliationg, how courageoosly would I 
faftve swallowed the bitter cup ! but— are we alone ?— caa 
I tell you all ? Lucilla was taken from me ; the finest 
pearl in the orown of Sion, and— I shudder in telling It^ 
twélve thousand ounces of gold were also stolen from me. 
Behold, here, behold/' drawing from his vest the small 
silken purse, "all that remains to me of » treasure 
gained by the most obstinate vigils, the most rigorous 
eoonomy ; by toils, priyations, and I might almost add 
with fastings ! Now say if Hagar oan restore me one frao- 
tion of these enormous losses. Were health alone oon« 
oemed— health is a preoious thing; but I knoiw secret 
remedies ; I know how to restore nature when enfioebled ; 
how to restrain the impetus of the humours n hioh ferment; 
how to cure their infeotious oomplioation ; nothing of this 
kind however is in question^—Alas, no ! my limbs are 
robust^ my musoles fUll of vigour— my desk alone is empty, 
and the art of refilling it is, in my opinion, tut above 
that of Esculapius, whatever ihe old man of Ooose may 
haye said." 

Malvezzi gaye a deep agh after thøse words, and the 
worthy Jeremiah, to whom it åppeared that the loss of 
Luoilla, soaræly hinted at, ought to haye had ihe prefer- 
enoe in his lamentations, all of whidh were layished on 
fhe møney, could do no less than reply, that with regard 
to the gold, although a thousand ounoes formod a sum 
deserying regret, neyertheless he thought the loss was 
one to berepaired; more especiaUy, as with it there had. 
been only taken from him one portion of the handsome 
oapital of which he was still the master. That, therefore, 
he should only offer him consolation. cm.^<b^stQ!^\<i^^ ''^^^ 



save tho hope of meeting her again aome day in tiie boaom 
of Abraham. 

** In the bosom of Abraham ? oh ! would to heaven I 
had c)nly to dcploro her death !" replied the hyimcritied 
IsracUte ; but she in not dead. No ; sfae is in the chitchoi 
of my most atrocious enemies. She is exposed to milituy 
UcentiousueiM, she is in the hånds of Hannibal Trivubdo^ 
who drags her af ter him like a slave, too happy if she be 
not destined to the vilost drudgeries." 

liere he related to Jeremiah all that had oooarredia 
the Castle dell 'Uovo, altering the floots where th^ r»- 
dounded to his own shame. He told him how he hai 
boen shut up in the Devil's Tower, from whence he hid 
miraculously cscaped, because he was opposed to theie 
profligate proccodings ; and he told him how, by the same 
passage, tho Trivulzios had saved themselves and thøir 
mysterious guide. He then added that it was his intention 
to appeal to tho king of Franoe,in order that, by the lattor 
havingthe fugitivos, (who could not be faroff,)pur8ued,be 
might recover the unfortunate damsel, and see Trivulao 
compelled to restore the money of which he had got pos- 
Rossion. As soon as he had finished this recital, to whioh 
he endeavoured to give the air of truth neoessary to de- 
oeivo whoevcr listened to it, Jeremiah remained musing 
for some moments; and then said, '' Truly it does not be- 
Gomo me to give advice to you, who are so greatlymy 
superior in knowledge and experience, nevertheless per- 
mit me to point out some oircumstances to you, whioh 
might have escapcd your observation. What hope have 
you that Charles of Franoe will attend to your oomplaints, 
and lend you a strong hånd to arrest the Trivulzios ? 
You have two stains upon you whioh will ever remove 
you trom the throne of that monarch, or in case you are 
porniitted to lun its stepø, wUl dia^r dowa otl iq\ix hiud 



maledictions and insults. Tlie first of these stains, is 
oommon to all the proscribed ohildren of Israel, and the 
French king abhors our raoe as it nras abhorred by 
Fharaoh. It is said tliat to cover a portion of the expen« 
ses of tilis war, he requested a loan from several of our 
first banking houses in France, from whioh he obtained 
lor answer, that they would williagly give the sum hOt 
zequired in exchange for an equivalent pledge. He shook 
with ire at ihese mistrustful words; but^ neverthe- 
less, impelled by necessity, he sent them all his silver plate, 
and this not proviug equal in value to the sum required, 
it is added, that for what remained they asked him, on 
this discovery, for his golden spurs, in the certainty that 
he would do all he could to reclaim this token of knightly 
honor. The wrath of the monarch at this insulting pro« 
posal knew no bounds ; and if he did not attack the in- 
cautious Jews immediately, it was because at that time he 
wanted a favcHrable opportunity ; and his fury is increasin^^ 
since owing to our refusal, he is obliged to have recourse to 
the Genovese, from whom he can only reoeive a sufficient 
sum, by consenting to pay annually the exhorbitant in- 
terest of forty-two per cent. Tour second stain is that 
of having spontaneously endosed yourself in Gastle dell 
'TJoYO with that small number of brave soldiers, who 
alone opposed any valid resistance to his victorious arms. 
Confess, oh Malvezzi, that you would carry your im- 
prudence to its utmost height by presenting yourself to 
this monarch as a man who comes to ask favors, or rather 
protection and justice." 

The best £ate we can hope for ourselves, the persecuted 
sons of Jacob, is, to remainconcealed beneaththe tattered 
garb of apparent poverty, and our only endeavour should be 
to hide from the Nazarenes, not so m\xc^>^<ek ^xq^Ml^^asso^ 
of our'mdmtry, as ^e treasures o! o\xx Va<($v\^%^*'^^*^^ 
SO 
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scienoes. Nevertheless yoiir case requires some deriatioii 
from these general rules. You have lost a daughter, and 
should leave no means untried which may restore her t6 
your arms. But proceed with caution. Befleot firsl^ 
^ether at this time it would be to your advantage, to 
raise open enemies against the Triyulzios, who althongh 
fugitives at present, may return to-morrow under a vørjr 
different aspect. Letters from our bretbren and tbe moøt 
recent intelligence circulated, altbougb secretly, lead ns 
to believe tbat tbings cannot continue long as they are. 
Perbaps a cbange is at band, and tben, — ^Permit me to 
say it, I do not believe your Lucilla is in sucb bad bands 
as you suppose. I know Hannibal Truvulzio well; and I 
am certain, indeed I could swear, tbat be is inoapable of 
inj uring tbe innocence of a young girl. Believe me Mal- 
vezzi, tbere bas been some misunderstanding, you have 
been eitber calumniated,or placed in a suspicious position 
I bave difficulty in persuading myself tbat tbe seveie 
treatment you underwent, was caused by your just oppo- 
sition to plans of seduction. It is not possible. Witti 
regard to your money— even bere you may be deceived 
Tbe Truvulzios cannot bave appropriated to themselves 
gold, to wbicb tbey bave not the least claim. Who 
knows ? Leave it until time clears up tbese mysteries. 
Tou may perbaps find justice wbere you least bope for it. 
And you may on tbe contrary, incur new misfortunes, in 
seeking it by a patb wbicb everytbing indicates at this 
epoch as not one of tbe most prudent." 

Wbile Jeremiab spoke, Malvezzi jyassed bis band over 
his long beard, and eyed him like a man desirous of read- 
ing tbe very deptbs of bis heart. He did not like this 
doubting tbe veracity of tbe circumstanoes above nar- 
rated, and still less, tbe indifference shewn as to the 
money that he bad lost. Nevertheless Ihe reflectiomi of 



Jeremiah deserved oonsideration, although, aooording to 
AbePs iåea, these reflections ought more particularly to 
turn, on the prompt effioaoy of the means to be adopted 
to gain his ends rather than on their justioe. *' Three 
things " replied he, " in whatever point of yiew it may 
please you to contemplate what has happened, bear on 
them the incontestableimpress of truth. ThefLrstandnot 
the least important is, that I had twelve thousand ounces 
of gold, and that now there only remain to me about 
three hundred« The second, that by illegal means and 
without my oonsent, Lucilla was taken from me; and the 
last, that I have been ill-treated, imjurisoned, and nearly 
hung. Now dea^ Jeremiah, plaoe yourself in my situa- 
tion. Tell me if since the time of Moses, any Israelite 
has, during the short space of two months, undergone 
more severe afOiction; tell me, if indeed the blessed 
Abraham grants me the power, ought I not to make 
every effort to recover my money and to bring back the 
girl who was tom from me, again under my patemal 
guardianship. I understand I know that our laws, like 
those of the Nazarenes, presoribe the forgetfulness of 
injuries ; and I can and will even forget the humiliations 
with whioh they drenched me. But for the rest I— No, 
no, Jeremiah, speak not to me, of the honesty of the 
Truvulzios, neither tell me that they are incapable of 
appropriating to themselves what does not belong to 
them. My money, my ounces !— Let them restore my 
ounces, and then, but not before, will I believe in their 
honesty." 

The oonversation of these two friends had reached this 
point, when the sound of several war-like instruments 
diverted their attention to the cause of this noise being 
heard in a quarter of the city so remotj^ ^ ^^ *^c^ 
uagaed to tbe Jewa, and 'wheiQ \\> m\]&\t ^"DfiR^^^s^:^. . 



Bwmken % grater share of cnrion^. JeramUi ud 
Malvezu passed into the next ftpartment, tlie windom of 
which looked out into the street Malveiri was not doir 
in discovering the hanner of the Caøtle dell IJoto irfakk 
with great military pomp, was home in trinmph throui^ 
the fltreets of the city, 

Thifl fortress was the last bnlwark of the AmgonesB ia 
the Ticinity of Naples, and therefore its Ihll was pfomnl- 
gated as if to announoe that all heing now brcmgfat imdff 
Bubjection to the arms of Franæ, those who still took 
part with Ferdinand must ahandon all hqpe. But ia 
this yain display of an advantage in itself incondurifa^ 
the more quick sighted, only disoemed a sign of the bid 
state of aflhirs with the French in that kingdom, and la 
aet of ostentation merely intended to dazale the credulov 
multitude. They had howeyer another aim in giving so 
muoh publicity to this oonquest. From time to time tiw 
troop of oavalry which accompanied these trophies takøn 
from the Arragonese, (which howerer had been delénded 
by the obstinate garrison, with no small degree of valcar, 
as our readers may have seen,) halted for some moments. 
A herald on horsebook who preoeded the maroh, read 
with a loud voice, a proclamation, wherein whoerer had 
information of the Trivulzios was ei^oined to communi- 
oate it to Gilbert de Montpensier, and prohibited under 
the severost penalties, giving them either an asylum or 
sucoour. Areward was promised to whoever knowing 
their place of refuge, would Airnish intelligence sufficient 
to enable the Govemor to capture them. The oocasion 
appearod to MaWezzi propitious for imploring and ob- 
taining the protection which he required, and tuming to 
Jeromiah, he was about to open his lips and say, that 
afber this proclamation it became his duty to rereal all 
tlut hø kaew respeoting thMe tm o ^enoiA ^>^ MwamiV ^ 
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attrået the attention of the French 8o xnuch; wbøn 
amidst the crowd of people who foUowed the flag, he 
distinguished that black phantom by whom it had been 
his lot to suffer so mach the day before, in the oave 
called that of the Surgeon Jacopo. This «ight ohanging 
the course of his ideas, recalled to him his personal safety, 
which would certainly incur no slight nsk by the pre- 
sence of that woman, whom he had been aooustomed to 
look upon as a being destined to oppose the efforts of our 
guardian angel for the happiness of the individual oom- 
mitted to his care, and whom we by way of contrast call 
our evil genius. 

The mysterious veil with which certain authors eor- 
Telope the actions of the persons destined to play a ood- 
spicuous part in their narratives, or as a painter would 
expresft it, to figure in the foreground of a pioture, is in 
general to awaken ouriosity the more, to keep it up nntil 
the development of the plot, so directing tiie accessary 
drcumstances, that the self-loye of the reader shaU 
always be flattered by the skill he has shown in havlng 
anticipated the events and as it were, solved the enigma. 
But this mode of painting requires a boldness of touoh 
which masters alone can boast ; and theiefore we, divest- 
ing the woman in black of that species of magic with which 
she acted on the mind of our Jew, will say of her only as 
much as is needful, to render plain the facts which we 
are narrating, and those which we are about to nairate. 
As Camilla, the mother of the youthful Demetrius, saw 
the prosperity of her son ensured by the &vour of Prince 
Frederic, she believed that destiny seconded her pro- 
jects; and continually consuHing her cabalistic papers^ 
from which she generally obtained those answers in 
which her ezalted imagination deli^Yi^^, ^&& ^ifo^» ^^ ^ssc 
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Capital, sinoe the idea of vengeanoe had beoome the 
favourite food of her exasperated mind, from the firrt 
moment in which her child had been oarried o£El SIm 
miicht have had the culprit arrested and oonsiKned to Hk$ 
arms of justice, which however venal and oorrupt ia 
those daySf could with difficulty have ozcused itself from 
oondemning him to the punishment of death ; but this 
was not her aim. From the beginning it was her intui- 
tion to take revenge with her own hånd, and tAub 
felt the strength and courage to seize this wretoh hj hif 
grey looks and, in the public square in the presenæ ef 
all the people, strike a dagrger twenty timee into fait 
breast ; but the lapse of several years changed the oxder 
of this plan, and added a more atrocious character to its 
execution. Many of our readers will shudder; but— 
these aots cannot be justified it is true; but we appeal 
principally to mothers. They will say whethwour 
Camilla is most worthy of blame or pity. 

The youth grew up superstitious, as we have described 
him in the commencement of this work. The unhappy 
story had been related to him from his infancy, gami^ied 
with every circumstance calculated to render it still mofe 
atrocious, and as he was capable of feeling all its bar- 
barity, he accustomed himself to believe that he lived 
only to satisfy a vengeance imperiously cailed for, every 
moment by his mother. Such in faet was the part 
which had been destined for him by her ; but odious as it 
was, she had reserved another for herself greatly superior 
for cooUy ferocious characters. The cabalistio soienoe, 
upon the principles of which she appeared solely to regu- 
late her actions, was only as it were a pretext, though she 
bøUeved in it with all sixioeTvtiy. A. c\»afiic iatimacy with 
M Bøot o/enthusiasts who d^^^ >xl «2\ \>cl^ OiasI «si8ksa& ^\ 
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mode, of the prooeediiigs of her victim; and applying* 
almost involuntarily these notes to the result of her cal- 
culations, and to the ever equal and methodical oourse of 
the stars, she drew ftrom thence oonsequences, true in sub- 
stanæ, and false alone in their souroe. Therefore some 
years after her misfortune, it was told her that the Jew 
had with him a daughter, who seemed peculiarly dear to 
him, and then faaving recourse to her cabalistic open^ 
tions, she found that in faet, the results oonfirmed this 
assertion, and we can only wonder at her want of sagadty 
in not having discovered hefore, a thing which had 
already been so clearly signified to her. It was then that 
the idea of the vengeance she had plotted, aoquired all 
that reality which could be given to it by the fanaticism« 
the excitement, and the love of a mother severely 
wounded in her tenderest feelings: we will disclose it 
in imam She formed the project of first killing the 
daughter, under the eyes of her father, and then render- 
ing him also the victim of her unbounded fury. To 
diminish the horror whioh this barbarous project will 
inspire, we must reflect that this wretched woman had no 
longer the oommand over her own mind. She certainly 
was not mad, but her brain could not be termed sound. 
Her heart was ulcerated, deeply ulcerated, and every 
time she reflected on the horrible oatastrophe which had 
deprived her of her daughter, a blaok veil interposed 
itself between her reason and the force which dragged 
her onwards, and the idea alone of a oomplete revenge 
retained her on the edge of that precipioe, into which are 
cast, those unhappy beings who have entirely lost that 
quality which distinguishes man from the brute cMft*asss^- 
Having matured in her mind, t\»s \sM\jrøcro&\xsN«so&a!^a^ 
she oDly waitoå until Demetri\>a Yfaa ol «*^t<s^«c ^*^^^^ij,. 



The ooune of political events leemed rallj as if tfaqr 
ooncurred in seconding her, and naturallj approzinuted 
the victims to the sacriQcers. Malvezzi, wiih his 
daughter, was shut up in the Castle dell 'Uovo. The 
French in the kingdom of Napleø, were endrcled by the 
Italian league. Demetrius now nearly grown up, ocmld not 
be far off. There remained thus to the Jew no escape^ 
since Camilla oould not believe the surrender of tiie 
oastle possible, and hoped that the Arragonese and the 
allied troops, whose movements we shall quickly hesr 
of, would come to the succour of the rock. 

A mother'g love, wbich still in this unhappy womaa 
required an aliment, had induæd her to erect to her 
deceased daughter, a funeral monument, on whloh shø 
might occafiionally delude herself so far, as to believe for a 
moment, that she was not bereaved of the mournfdloon- 
solation of possessing her ashes. Thus she passad daji 
and sometimes nights, by the side of this tomb, and her 
greatest solaoe was to adom it always vrith. fresh flowers, 
which at one time she wove into garlands, at another 
plaoed pyramidally on the urn, often scattering them 
without order and in a whimsical fashion. Superstition, 
which removed the vulgar from the vicinity of this cave 
had oaused her to choose this precise spot, where without 
being too much ezposed to profane curiosity, she might 
altemately feed herself on her grief, and on the idea of 
the vengeance which mitigated its bittemess. Animated 
by these feelings she awaited in Naples the arrival of the 
oon federate troops which were to drive away the French ; 
determincd on iinally bringing her projects to a termina- 
tion. AV ben Malvezzi saw her seated by the side of the 
urn, she was far from suspecting that only a few paoes 
divided her from one, whom she would have immolated 
on the v^ry tomb against whioh ihø was leasing; oould 



eyes have penetrated into Uie de^ obsomity of ttii« 
. One ciroumstance is here to be remarked— Mal- 
d had never before seen this woman, yet was his 
or so great, the first time she appeared before him, 
} he would have had difficulty in deceiving himself as 
he cause which awoke in him» such agonizing sensa* 
&. Whether his oonscience sharply wamed him, or 
^seems more probable, the woman bore in her features 
e resemblance to the daughter he had so barbarously 
L from her bosom through his love of luore, in order 
nake an infamous trafiSo with her blood, the faot is 
ain and he would, we believe,have preferred being still 
he power of the Trivulxios rather than &11 into the 
ds of this mysterious being, on whose oountenanoe 
altemately depicted with the greatest rapidity and 
e, the grief of a mother deprived by violence of a 
ished child, and the most ardent t^irst for a terrible 
»nge. No one can desoribe the affliction of this 
lan on perceiving, to her surprise, that the rock was 
be possession of the French, and when she likewise 
rd that the Trivulzios, the Jew, and his daughter had 
lisappeared. Her deluded hopes, the idea of being 
n obliged to traverse perhaps distant countries, in 
»r to follow her victims, who thus escaped £rom her 
ds at the very moment in whi<^ she thought to seize 
n, were near depriving her of the small ihare of 
on that she still retained. When she knew the 
ire of the proclamation published against the Trivul* 
she felt some degree of oomfort^ solely however from 
hope, that the two persons in v^m she was so muoh 
rest^, would return with them, and when she passed 
er the window from which Malvezzi saw her, she was 
bBT way to seek, by aid of her adhsrents^ eom^ x&s^^ 
3ing first informed whether aao^ ^i&^^^^^TiQ*l v 
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to fdrnisb intelligenoe as to the retreat of the ftigitivM, 
had been made before the supreme Gommandant, Gilbert 
de Montpensier. 

New that our readers are nearly acquainted with the 
intentions of this woman, we will resume the thread of 
the conversation, that was interrupted, between the two 
Israelites. Afber some minutes pause, MaWezzi said. 
** Jeremiah ! What is your opinion respecting soroery ? ** 
What a question you put to me, and wherefore ? " 
I confess that at this time, such an interrogation nnj 
appear strange, but yet I beseech you to answer me with 
sincerity. Do you really believe that^No, no, this dis- 
course is too puerile ; we will abandon it for the present." 
replied Malvezzi, repassing his band several times over his 
forehead, like a man who is seriously meditating : After 
a few minutes' pause, during which Jeremiah beheld him 
with astonishment ; he resumed. " Have you still in yoor 
service the Arabian youth, whom you brought with you 
trom Spain last year ? " 

" Yes," replied Jeremiah : "and he is as much attached 
to me as if I were his father." 

*' That is well : unless I am deceived, he does not yet 
know one word of Italian ? " 

" Who ? my Miran ? you are deceived ! there is not a 
single youth bom and bred up io this city, who speaks 
our language with greater fluency, I mean the Italian." 

*' This circumstance is superfluous. I should have pre- 
ferred his understanding no language but his native 
tongue, which is very familiar to me. However do you 
think him capable of undertaking a oommission whidi 
requires quickness of intellect, sagacity, and fleetne« of 

"Ton have exactly enumeroXiedL \>aft Qsaa^^sA 
my little MiitJi:' 



" Will you then order him to oome hither, and desire 
him to obey xne in all things." 

" With pleasure : but I must wam you, that my young 
ape (a name which he will not endure firom any one but 
me) is as cunning and roguiahas he is ugly and agile. I 
will send him to you: and you make what useofhim 
you wish." 

Malvezzi now left alone, passed into his chamber, 
maturing the plan which malice or fear had suggested to 
him to free himself first of all, from that woman whom hd 
wished never more to see. The young Miran arrived a 
few moments afterwards. He was a boy about ten years 
old, but small of his age, clad in a little doublet of orange 
ooloured silk, over a species of shirt in folds, which ended 
in very wide pantaloons, fastened round his ancles which 
were bare. He had on a pair of yellow slippers tied over 
feet which were very small and thin. His complexion 
was olive, he had very black and wooUy hair; and his 
person fully justified in every respeot, the sumame which 
had been given to him of little ape. Nature had never 
formed an uglier boy, and she seemed to have been doubtf ul 
whether to place him in the class of rational beings, or in 
that of those animals who resembld man by their features. 
But if she acted like a step mother when she stamped his. 
face, she did not show h^rself so niggardly when she 
formed lus brain. Amid all the boys who ear^y showed 
an aptitude in leaming any thing that was taught them, 
Miran certainly outstripped them all ; but his malignity 
was greatiy beyond his years, and he outvied in this 
quality whoever might have boasted that he was ftilly 
fumished with it. When Jeremiah had said to hinL, ^'G^:^ 
Miran to my guest he has need oi "jovit <svvnx^!!s^%'ws^ 
agiUiy/'-'tbe 8ly ohild had perhapa, meaXaSii ^^sto^s^"^^ 
tbougbtøofMalYemt. andpxepaxei \» wøc^^^sasi.''^*^ 



tray we are about to narrate. Previous to entering, he 
knooked lightly at the door. 

" Miran," said he, opetiing it about two inches wide and 
putting his thiok ruddy lips to the aperture, '*may Miran 
sumamed the little ape, oome in ?" 

" Ck>me in, oh yes, oome in, Miran," said Malvezzi in 
a tone of voice which he tried to render sofb and melli- 
fluous, a preoaution which he neyer failed to use when he 
needed the services of any one whom he had not the 
right to oommand, "Come forward my fine hoy." 

'^Fineboy," repeated the young knave, giving an ugly 
grin, and oougihing twice with affeotation, he advanoed 
slowly, halting with one foot which he held somewhat 
laised from the ground, when he was about two step« 
flrom Malvezzi. This posture having caught the atten- 
tion of the old Jew — 

" What is the matter? " said he, "have you met with 
an accident and hurt yourself P '' 

" Tes" replied the little rogue, ** I had scaroeiy heard 
that you wanted me, ere I hastened down stairs, taking 
four steps at a time. My foot slipped and I must cer- 
tainly have twisted a bone or rather nerve." 

" It must be the strain of altendon. This misfortune 
of yours aflects^me so much the more, as at this time I 
had precisely need of your agility." 

**And I am doubly grieved by it," replied the boy, 
"beoause I cannot have the honour of serving you the 
first time for a year that you have afibrded me the oppor- 
tnnity : nevertheless, if you will please to tell me what it 
is you wish, it may be, that meanwhile my foot, which 
however is now very painftil, will be sufficiently oured to 
permitlme to set to Work in your service." 

"I wish it may with all my heart^ but if it be so very 
påinM, thethingfrlUnotVMio^u^.'* 



241 



«(' 



I know a oertain herb, whioh has the virtue of almoøt 
always lulling the agony of sprains. I hope it will suo- 
ceed also in my case, speak then, while I listen." 

Malvezzi fixed his cunning eyes on the child's &ce. But 
the latter bore the look with imperturbable gravity, and 
continued standing ereot on one foot, leaning his left 
hånd against the bed-post. *' Come now, " said the old 
Jew, " since your inclination is not wanting, I wiU tell 
you that I am much interested in watching the steps of a 
certain person whom you will easily recognize when I 
haye described her." 

*' To watch " repeated Miran, "to watoh means to play 
the spy. It is only three days since I fiung old Sarah's 
wig into the fire, because she told her master that I had 
broken the suoker of a pear tree in our neighbour Jaoob's 
garden. It is a tråde whioh I hold in abhcNrrenoe. Oh ! 
— how my foot pains me ! — I fear this sprain will haye 
bad consequences." 

*' You are mistaken Miran, as to the signification of 
this word, it is one thing to play the spy, another simply 
to investigate, to watoh a person with whom I haye busi- 
ness of some importance. Oh yery well, go then : I am 
sorry, not on my own acoount, since I shall easily find 
another messenger, but on yours, as you will lose the 
opportunity of gaining a handsome reward ! " 

"Ahandsomereward," repeated the ohild, beginning 
to moye and to twist about his foot in yarious positions : 
" I should be sorry for that myself, because to tell the 
truth, such opportunities are not yery frequent. How- 
eyer what do you intend to giye me in case my remedy 
should aet quicklyf and that I should be able— yes— that I 
should be able soon to serye you, to foUow this person« 
not as a spy, but only to watch, as you cs&^ ^^^ Xi^sss^ ^st 
her (siiioe person maj sigmfy Qil\iQt^isuaxQx^^^s(&»^ j 



M my maøter, K«nnilIl^-0■^^ tMifl^t me,) in wbom jol 
have 80 great an interest ? " 

** I am Dot acctuitomed to bargain my bpy, I paj, inå 
I pay liberally, when I am seryed with punctuali^ inå 
exactneM. Look ; these are aequina— one more or Iw ii 
all the same to me." 

" What ! will you give me a sequin if I render yoa thii 
service ? " and so saying he plaoed his foot boldly on tha 
pavement, and no longer supported himself by the bed- 
post," 

" Yes ! you crafty mulatto : a whole sequin before yoa 
depart to induoe you to serve me fidthfkilly ; and anotiier 
on your return if you execute the commission with thø 
dexterity that it requires.** 

At these words the boy, perfeoUy oured, out a caper 
and thereby gave an undoubted proof of his nimblenes 
and agillty. 

" Now listen/' continued the old man, ''but take wam- 
ing and do not play me any misohievous tricks, since 
whcQ once I have oonfided to youthis commission, unless 
you think proper to bring it to a euooessftil termination, 
I shall not only take back the sequin I have given yon, 
but I shall reward you also, with as many floggings as 
shall change your skin." 

At these words Miran drew back a little, but this was 
an involuntary aot, for his knavery was never diminished 
by threats, but rather acquired a greater degree of bold- 
ness by them, wherefore he came forward again with the 
greatest coolness, and assured Malvezzi that he should 
have no oause to oome to this extremity. 

" Listen then," replied ♦ihe jew. " In the crowd follow- 
ing the troop of cavaliers which passed this house not 
long since, and which you must have seen, is a woman, so 
ttU] in øtåture, that abe tonfem «^ ivViQX^XiSA^^dws^^^bA 
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ding multitude. A long blaok robe desænds from 
c to her feet, and several white fillets eecape^from 
ir down her shoulders, mingle With the long 
egligently braided. If these marks, which no 
oman has in common with her, will not suffice to 
ron to recognize her, observe that her countenance 
e, her eyes very black, and that her faoe has an in« 
ible something which inspires one with dread. 
ist mingle in the crowd as soon as you distinguish 
man ; try to get near her ; to watoh her prooeed- 
) remark with whom she oonverses— that is with 
ind of persons—and, if it be possible, to hear and 
bhe words which issne from her lips. Moreover 
st not quit her until you shall have seen her enter 
ouse, and then it must be your most important 
point out to me the exact place of her abode« If 
iertake to execute thus much with precaution — ^go 
id return ; I shall then have need of your assistance 
bher services." As soon as this instructive speech 
led, they remained looking at each other for some 
ts without speaking. The boy as if expecting 
alvezzi would add some phrase that might give 
id perspicuity to the oonolusion of his discourse, 
i old Jew, as if to afford him time to oonsider and 
) his ideas, so as not to oonfound them^ or omit any 
hat was essential. *'Have you understood me 
?" said Malvezzi, at length. 
i you" repUed Miran; "do you think you have 
: that is necessary to make me understand you 
?" 

stppears to me that I have; nevertheless, if you 
here is anything that requires a fUUer explanation 
iiell me, because I can give yout\v<b^\i<v\<^'B^sst%S3!k 
Uld bring it to a level witVi ^oxa wiA^sn^JK^^^^zosi^ 
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The boy mniled mifioioiisly at thew words, and w. 
about to raise his foot again and resume the attitude of 
person who is suffering oruel pain in one of his limlx 
when the old fox, finding he oould no longer aY<»d oomioi 
to the conclusioD, without wfaioh the little wretch wonM 
not stir a step to serve him, added, " liiaten Miran, I 
promised you a silver duoat if you— " 

" Ezcuse me for interrupfcing you, but you said it wm 
to be a gold sequin." 

*' Well then, it shall be a gold seqnin, and hereitis; 
but I wam you not to qpend it, not to waste it^ not to 
throw it away. If you knew bow hard it was to gain^ 
oome, make haste : hold— now liften ; it would be better 
in my bands ; I will keep it for you with the other whioh 
you will doubUess gain, by serring me faithf ully. Doyoa 
tum up your nose ? impudont boy ! there, take it tbsn; 
go, run, and return." Thus saying he plaoed the money 
in his band, and oould not hélp aooompanying it with a 
sigh ; this, however, did not prevent the boy from seizing 
the ooin with the avidity of his age and nationy and h» 
set off B8 if he had wingi to his fyeL 
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However eager the reader may be to amve at the end 
of this story, whether stixnulated by curiosity to hear the 
development, or more probably he may feel wearied/he 
must perforce retrograde with us, and return to the per- 
sonages we have left behind, if they are to keep paoe witl^ 
us towards the boundary. 

The Trivulzios, with Lucilla and their mysterious guide^ 
entered the chapel of the cemetery, closed the door after 
them, and proceeded, first through a corridor, then by a 
small staircase which gave entranoe to a gallery, one side 
of which looked towards a road at some Uttle distance, 
Trom this they went into various rooms, which served as 
a habitation to the keeper of the cemetery and the small 
chapel. In front of these rooms, on the other side of the 
road, there were alfcemately some houses of sorry appear- 
ance and little gardens negligently cultivated, which oon- 
tinued down to the sea shore. Kight had extended her 
blæk mantle when our fugitives first set foot in these 
rooms, where no one came forward to reoeive them. The 
soldier was not slow in taking up a steel to strike a light ^ 
but, either owing to the tinder being damp, or his own 
want of skill, he oould not succeed, and in the anger 
which this mishap occasioned, he oould xl<(]»^\i<^ ^t^^^ss^s^l- 
ing, " either I have as much notioiL ol ^T^KMtff,^'^^^ 
S2 



an as har* of pbying tbe Inte, or the tisder i? naked in 
water like a dropøical penon." 

These comparisonj made the oomponj smile ; and Han- 
Dihal Trivulzio took hold of the steel himfelf, and more 
dexteroa^ or more fortunate, in a few stfokes attainedbif 
aim. The apartment prewnted itself to their ejes ex- 
actly an if it had been inbabited by the keeper of the 
oomotery. The little fdmitiire it eontained was ooane 
and moth eaten, two wretched beds^ which reeembled dog 
kennelri, some kitchen utensil% mingled with urticles lucd 
for the church ; this was eretf thing ranarkable in the 
place. 

" What kind of habitation is this ?" said liudorioo Tii- 
vulxio, after having gazed around him ; " mre we to pas 
tho night on these oouches, whioh probably the keeper of 
the cetiietery and his dog abandon, btOKOse th^r «re weaiy 
øf keeping oompany witii the de«d ?* 

** Do not be uneasy at this, geneTal," feplied thewarrior 
in brown armour, **! beg of you only to be quiet, if yoa 
Taluo our safety ; let os think of gaining ground, and 
p1iu;iTig oursolves in secority. Binaldo,'* continned he, 
turning to the oomparison-making sqoire, "ligrht fonr 
otlior oandlos, and put them in their usoal plaæ." 

Rinaldo obeyed,and while he ezecuted this Oommand, 
nHkod in what ordcr he should arrange them. 

Thun tho unknown tumed to his oompaniom and 
aHk(Hl them whothor they preferred going in a oartiage 
or on horHobaok. 

" < )n horHobaok, on horseback,** replied the elder Tri- 
vuIkio, forgetfiil of his wound, and åbove all of the young 
niiiidoTi, whoni Huch a mode of trayelling might not ex- 
iK'ily Mut--**on horseback." 

** llut roHoot, niy dear father," exclaimed Hannibal, 
"tJmi our Luollla oannot proWVA^ \ou% ciA\n» ^aois waj 
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of proccedingi ohiefly becaiuie, fugitiveB as we are, wo 
cannot make those pauses which the fatigueof riding on 
horseback, would render neoessary for a delioate girl." 

Poor Luoilla was on tboms ; she saw olearly all the 
embarrassment of her situation, and her natural timidity 
encreased its diffioiUty. Let our readers flgure to them- 
selves a young girl, conscious of all the reserre and déli- 
cacy becoming her sex, alone, in the midst of three 
warriors who were escaping from their enemies to reserve 
themselves for vengeance, who had few means to obtain 
their end, and to <vhom were necessary, in order to ensure 
their safety, all the aids of courage, prudence and celerity ; 
let them imagine in what a painful situation she must 
have found herself. It was after these considerations, 
that she determined to answer the observations of Han- 
nibal, by saying, that she felt how great a hinderance her 
presence must be to them ; that, therefore, she begged 
them to take no other trouble for her, save that of find- 
ing out some good woman in the neighbourhood with 
liv hom she might reside, until Grod, who never deserts 
those that trust in his providenoe, should cause brighter 
days to dawn for her. 

"No, no, by the horn of Asmodeus," cried Ludovico, 
my wardshall come with me; neitherwUl we abandon 
her amidst all the commotions caused by these great 
powers. Prin— my lord— how will you be cailed ?" 

" Captain." 

"Captain, if we cannot travel on horseback, let us go 
in a carriage— in a cart— but I pray you to reflect that 
this is my ward, and that I will have her with me." 

" Do not trouble yourself. General," said the unknown, 
smiling; "she shall come with us, and we will quickly 
find persons of her own age and sex, to kee^ h<^t vc^^^s^r^ 
oompany; we will then send for % cativajiji^r 
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" My Lord," said Liidlla» tamidly, and bhtsMiig up to 
the eyeø, "sinoe you have the kmdness to secoDd thø 
generous intentions of my good protector, I shall have no 
difficulty in following you even on horseback, if you deem 
this a more secure and expeditious mode of ^velling. 
I have been aooustomed from childhood to ride spirited 
palfreys." 

" Bravo! then we will ride on hoisebaok. At all events 
we oould not, perhaps, proceed mach farther in any other 
way. Binaldo plaoe four lights in frtmt, and in a direot 
line. Our confederate will understand our wants and be 
diligent in providing for them." 

Binaldo then plaoed in the window four lights, in the 
order he was desired, and some moments after, ti^ned to 
the knight, saying " My Lord, the four horses are pre- 
paring, and will shortly be here." 

The cavalier looked through the windows, and then, 
** That is wéH,** said he ; "in half an hour we shall set off." 

Lucilla understood no more of these operations than if 
they had been the incantations of a witch, and could not 
Bolve these enigmas. 

The stranger, who peroeived her perplexity, took her 
oourteously by the hånd, and pointing with his finger to 
the little hill that crowns the superb bay of Naples, said : 
'*I>o you see, my lovely girl, on that little hill, four 
lights in a window, placed in the same order as our own ? 
There my confederate is now saddling our steeds, and 
you will quickly see them at our door. Observe, the 
lights disappear one by one; that means that the horses 
are on their way, and that we have only time to prepare 

ourselves,'* 
HaviDg said this,he diw ttom «i^t«& icL^\i«3sA,^t%. 
tainingtwo for h\s own xxs^. TL^\«oV>J^^^>k.\«^V^«* 
out ofhia helmet, and reoomm^u^^^^ ^mv«^^ v. 
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foUow his ezample. Hannibal, who now for tbe first time, 
saw the faoe of the stranger, although he had recognized 
him in the church of Castel dell 'Uovo, approached him 
with respectful eagemess. 

" My young friend," said the knight, hastily preventing 
him, and pressing his hånd, *' I know what you would say 
to me. For the present I must beg you to forbear ; here- 
«fter we shall have time for it. Come Binaldo," con- 
tinued he, tuming to the squire, " as soon as we are off, 
lay aside your warUke apparel, and put on your usual 
fisherman's garment I warn you not to abandon these 
shores, and to be ready to receive my orders and put them 
in execution ; also to forward with speed the letters which 
I may send to you. Keep up a constant communication 
with Angelo, andremind him never to move from the 
window at any hour of the night. Iiet him always haye 
two horses at least saddled and prepared at all points, 
ready in the stable. Now give me my safe conduct. 
"With regard to you, my friends, this must be your part : 
you must represent persons in the suite of the ambas^or. 
I have taken the precaution of facilitating to you the 
way of quitting this kingdom ; take care then to keep 
your names concealed ; and whenever askedany questions 
as to who you are, whether on the road, or in the piaces 
where we shall be obliged to rest, reply, "we are in 
the suite of the ambassader." But if my wishes do not 
deceive me, I hear the trampling of our steeds. Get into 
the saddle then ; let us hasten. We depart as fugitives, 
but we shall return, ere long, under a totally difierent 
aspeot." 

''Amen," replied Ludovico, and he repeated it. Amen, 
being the only word in a leamed language known to th.«^ 
General 

Xbø liofwf stopped ait the BQi3^ d^T ol "^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
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KTooma lod them by the bridle. The four traveHers mn 
reiuiy to net foot in the stimip, and Ludlla, the timid 
Luciila, showod no other embamssment save that whidi 
was uccodioued by garments 111 adapted for riding. NeTor- 
thdeiis, having folded them round the saddle as well tf 
8he oould, sho bhewed, by her ease and flneedom, how 
(iuuiliar she was with the exercise, and she plaæd henelf 
by the side of Ludovioo Trivulzio, who, flattered by thii 
preferenoe, oourteously pressed her hånd, assuring her of 
constant protectioD. The cavalcade set off silently, and 
at furst with a oertain degree of fear ; a sentiment firom 
which the most valiant cannot always defend themselveii 
A stnggling ray of moonlight began to show itself behind 
Vosuvius, but the objects it roYoaled were tinged wiUi t 
grey oolor, which cast a gloom over the imaginaiion. 

Tho tops of the masts of the vessels anohored in the 
bay» the tower, the fort, and in general all the hightft 
sites were only displayed by this pale light, whioh oould 
not oztend to piaces in a lower situation, until it had 
surmounted those tops which intervened between its disk 
and these plains. The party rode for some time along the 
Boa shore, and the roaring of the waves breakiog against 
somo solitary rocks, which were not long in overflowing 
80 far as almost to bathe the feet of the horses, inspired 
in tho mind a oertain melancholy, to which Lucilla gave 
hersolf up without reserve. The road in various parts 
was flanked hy hedges of aloes and cacti, and millions of 
fire fties shone amid the leaves of this luxuriant vegeta- 
tion. At a small distance were seen the volcanio ehoree 
skirting this coast^ and from time to time shining grains 
of that ferruginous sand reflected the rays of the pale 
moon. Faintly seen in the distance, like an obscure mass^ 
which mingled with the clouds, was Vesuvius, in those 
moments trauquil beyond alWM^^t, %\Ti(3&'\\.Tn»t^\^ ^oia. 
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ited forth a small oolutnn of smoke, from which a few 
gparks issued here and there. At the foot of this terrible 
phenomenon of nature, and a little farther from the 'paXh 
taken by onr travellers, there were seen, altemately, the 
wretched dwellings of the common people, and in con- 
trast with them, the superb villas of the nobility, who 
in these turbulent and dangerous times had abandoned 
them ; some to ally themselves with the fortunes of the 
French, others, but only a small number, to sacrifioe 
themselves to the adversity of Perdinand. After about 
two hours riding, passed in a silenoe uninterrupted, save 
by the measured step of the horses, they entered the 
Tillage of Resina. The inhabitants of that country did 
not then suspect that they were treading over the ruins 
of that magnificent but unhappy city, which, arter the 
lapse of sixteen ages, the curiosity of the leamed, and 
tbe munifieence of kings contrived to disinter and restore 
to the light of the sun. A line of poor houses buried to 
the left of the road, formed the streets of Bierana^ which 
were built over those of Herculaneum. Shortly after, they 
arrived at Portid ; but leaving to the left, the road which 
imsses through the midst of this royal palace, they took a 
narrow -paih by the sea shore» avoiding thus, the curi- 
osity of the small garrison which guarded this cherished 
abode of the sovereign. The ground became more diffi- 
enlt, because, owing to a recent, and more copious eruption 
the fiery lava of Vesuvius, which covered it, cmmbled 
vnder the feet of the horses, and obliged them therefore 
to prooeed with the greatest caution. Hannibal, till this 
moment, had kept constantly by the side of the unknown, 
and in the first file, forming with hmi thus, a vanguard ; 
but perowing the narrowness of the path, he went be- 
hind Hj^to watch over her 8&{Qlt5,^^^i<cra.^^«^^SJ(^^s^ 
▼ioo liftd^Att oare to fad\iW\ft\»i v«««^««^^'*^^^'®^ ^ >i 



bimielf in the most daageroiis plaoeB, and prateoting faer 
with his penon. After a fiitigaing joumey of Bome faonn 
they arrived at Nooera dei Pagani, and having ridden 
about half a mile beyond this pbioe^ they entered a ¥ut 
grove of walnut trees, where, deviating scmiewbat to the 
left^ the unknown warrior, who was their guide, stopped 
before a but of mean appearanoe, oonoealed by a gma^ of 
theøe green and leafy trees, and situated at the foot of the 
mountain. Approacbing the door, wbicb was eloøed, be 
knocked tbree times so loudly tbat the wbole of the 
miserable dwelling sbook. No one answered. 

^ It is evident," said the knight, tuming to his con^ 
panionsy " it is evident tbat this young rogue of a boy has 
left the post agreed upon, to run after some hare ; now 
go and oonfide in these kind of people— neverthelees it may 
be, that be has fallen asleep, and then I should pity him; 
but be must waken now, sinoe without him it will be im- 
possible to disoover the road which will oonduct us to our 
own people." 

Thus saying he prepared to knook again ; and the tbree 
seoond strokes surpassing the three first in vigour, made 
the mountain re-echo with the sound. Then, there darted 
from the neighbouring bushes, a youth, who, addressing 
bimself to the unknown warrior, said. " Qently, gently, 
my lord captain, gently, or you will break my door poets." 

The youth, who presented bimself in the grove to the 
four fugitives, was an old acquaintance of our readen, 
though concealed under a rustic habit of cheoked linen, 
and bis fair hair fiowing with affeoted n^ligenoe over bis 
sboulders; yet bis easy air, and a brilliant vivaoity, 
whioh shone not in his eyes alone, but also was apparent 
in every movement, suffioed to enable them easily to 
reoognize in him, Demetrius. He had in his band an 
øboDjr bow and some arrovra, asid two small pistols wera 
^ODceåled in a leathem belt. 
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wbenoe oome you at this hoitf impmidinit dnpi* 
I it thus that you defend your sheep from tlM 
** said the warrior, while the party fidlowing hil 
I, dismounted from their horses. 
iB not watching my sheep the less, my Lord Gap- 
oause I had remoyed a few steps from the fold. 
at a distance the trampling of yonr horses, and 
wing whether friends or onemies wero adyanoing 
hne, I for a good reason wished to gain a littla 
od famished with these arms, oonoealed myself 
bushes. If I had discoyered in yon hostile inten- 
»uld haye pieroed you all fonr in a line^ like kida^ 
rou oould haye had time to know from what part 
m assailed you. Here however is a packet oC 
or you/' and thus saying he put his hånd into the 
f his shirt, drew one from its folds and oontinued: 
)d it in my bosom, because in oase any one should 
ftmoy to appropriate it, he would haye to take 
I with it. It was brought to me yesterday by 
ittrier, the miller of 8aa Germano^ as you oall 
od he gaye yent to so maay oaths to Øiana that I 

fear this chaste Diyinity migiht be oflfonded. 
1 ! a miller tumed Courier through hatred to the 

1 What a fine exchange I A miller oourier-— 
ne Captain, but I cannot help laughing." Whil* 
hus, the youth had opened the doer of the hnt 
lok a light. 

gh at your pleasure " replied the warrior, while 
B the seal of the padcet remitted to him ; ''but 
ler runs oyer ten miles of ground for me in lAie 
ief space of time that a mill stone would reduoe to 
Nishel of grain, as he used to say himself, and tiien 
eertain of his fidelity, as I eaaii ^ 1^903% Isttse^V 
{nå HeabeiidoikedhiBtafc^aEiA%>awHQm>Da>: 
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(■me of oomphdnt tøuxui tfae Frenob, wlio bnike wad I 
dertrojed the utensUf of his miU, and he oune to Venioi 
to ofTer his servion to me; But let uø øea a little whitte 
luu written." 

While he was looking orer theae p^>era aredprocal 
eianiination had been instituted between Bemetriua mi 
the three other travellen. Thia youth aa we aaid fiv- 
merljT, had something in hia countenanoe wfaich, at fint 
aight, prepoHseased one in hia Ikyour, whether he had on • 
Wretched aurtout, or waa clad in a gilded ooinua anda 
poliahed helmet Hia frankneaB^ which did not in any 
way reaemble impudenoe, hia open and eaay air, the eon- 
rageoua determinatiou to hanrd himaelf againat foor 
peraoDB, that fidelit^ diapoeed to aaorifioe seli; rather than 
allow æcreta of high importanoe to fkll into the handg of 
tho enemy, oaptiTated at onoe tiie good will of all, and 
eapecially that of Ludorico Tmvuliio. 

** Bravo " said he pntting a hånd on hia ahouldør; 
bravo, my boy. Had I ccnne here to aorpriae yon, and 
anateh thia packet from your breaat^ you would hava 
planted a ball in my brainaP " 

"Yea" replied the boy boldly, "and I ahould thai 
have directed an arrow tlurough the nervea of your neok, 
for fear the hall ahould not have aplit your akull auffioir 
ently." 

** Capital " replied Ludovico ** I aasure you I ahould 
have delighted in this mode of salutation. You will be 
one day an excellent sul^jeot ; now if you vrill enliat in 
the first regiment I have under my command, I promiae 
you a flag, and I shall charge you to plant it on the tower 
of Castle St Ehno." 

" I should have more pleaaure in thia oommiaaion, even 
were I certain that all the cannon in that fort were 
wbistling after me, than in lemaasiVQ^Vua^iikcharieof 
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ftnir sheep. But I am weary of it Captain," said he, tom* 
ing to the unknown who had just then finished reading. 
the papers remitted to him. " I will oast my shepherd'a 
crook into a ditoh, and fly to seize this banner." 

''A little patience my firiend," said the oaTalier, **& 
little patienoe. And then where is your self-love? An 
Aide-de-Camp. Would you oonsent to chanfie yoor rank 
I6r that of an ensign ? ** 
• ** And have I not cfaanged it for that ol a shepherd P ** 

'*Yoa are right," replied the warrior smiUng, *'bat 
this is a military stratagem ; I may inform you however 
nøw, that your disguise will hencefort^ be useless, and 
that you will quiokly put on again your orooked sabre. 
Triends! the news is excellent. The troops of the Italia^ 
leagne, led by the brave Francisco Gonzaga^ Marquis of 
Mantna are advancing towards Plaorøua, to out off the 
retreat of the French, and my nephew Ferdinand, with a 
good handftil of his partisans firom Sidly, and the brave 
Gonsalva Fernandes di Gordova with his Spaniards, is 
determined to leave Messina to attaok lleggio in Galabria. 
C!ourage thrat, ftiends, courage. Now Demetrius wiU 
conduct us where a troop of valiant men are awaiting our 
arrival with impatience, in order to be amongst the first 
to attack these enemies of ours. About thirty miles from 
hence, in a valley unknown to all, they have taken 
reftige with their fomilies, and live in the open air, ex- 
posed to every possible privation, rather than bend their 
nedcs even for a moment under the yoke of these power- 
Ailusurpers. No one knows the paths but ourselves, 
whkAi lead to this ' Asylum of faith,' for so is called the 
plaoe, in which these brave fellows have taken refUge. 
Let us hasten to rejoin them there, whilst Ferdinand 
now informed of the result of my embas6^^«3DÅ.^&^!b'\fi^Ks^- 
tioBf of cnt aUioB, abandonft lA.«89aAK l^j^isfi'S^*^^'^^ 



IfberwMk guriioii ihonld oppote Mim« MigfcHieety 
tw» we oan atteok it l^ land with our braTe nlduffB^ viit 
thø viotory will be quiokly deoidecL* 

Here LudoTioo TroYuliio uked to what mbmBj hø 
alluded P The Prince TeBmued : — 

* While our honee are taking a litUe bresth, I will rå- 
bte to you the paiiiciilan of tius aflhir. I owe 70a al* 
an explanation of my appearanoe in the ohuroh of Castal 
dell 'UoTo ; an appearanoe whidi really reeembled tiiat of 
a apec^ just risen from the tombe. Charles ot "FniM 
Bommoned me under a mh oonduot to Naplee; beoaan 
oonadoos of treading on a Toteanio soil ; he ft wr e aaw lU 
the dangers which threatened hia tranaitoary oonqaeat I 
lepaired thither, with the oonaent of my nepbewEordi* 
nand, to bear what were the propoeala of thia prond moi^ 
aroh. He reoeiyed me with nnnsual pomp, and with 
erery mark of firiendship ; perhape in the hope that, misled 
by tbe demonstrations of respeet^ I might yield, and so 
indnce Ferdinand to comply willi his most nnreasonaUe 
request " He offéred ns then, a dominion and large røv- 
enues in Franoe, on oondition that, yielding wiUingly all 
that remained to us in this kingdom, we shoold immedi- 
ately set off towards Paris. But I, oonscious of my nephew's 
determination, and stoll more of our own dignity, reftised 
with indignation such injurious terms, and signified that 
Ferdinand would never cease trying every means to re- 
cover his throne, unless the whole of Calabria were lefb 
to him. That on this oondition alone would he sucoumb 
to adverse fortune, and await in peaoe until Qod should 
exejute justice on the usurpers. It appeared to Charles, 
that to yield any part of his kingdom to his competitor, 
would be endangering all the rest; and, therefore, break- 
ing up every negooiation, he ordered, in my presenoo, the 
- »ttaok OD Outel dell 'Uovo, 8wq»xvi\%\a t^xma^a ttaa last 
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degree of hnmiluttion, thoøe iHuve léllovrg who, with so 
muoh Tak>r and oonfideaoe, still defended the inierests of 
their legitimate sovereign. Then was I greaUy oonoemed 
for you, oh Trivulzio, beoause I was well aware that you 
had done your very utjnost to keep for so long a periode 
and with suoh an unequal foroe, ihe Arragonese standard 
pn the towers of that rook, and that it was impossible you 
oould finally withstand a regular assault. I knew the 
«ecret submarine passage whioh oonnects that fortreøs 
with the shore, and thus resolved to withdraw you trom 
the rage of a most powerful victor. A subterranean hall« 
&bricated between the bowels of the earth and the se% 
was for many, many years, the seoret hiding plaæ of an 
unhappy baron, destined, by Alphonzo, to undergo the 
•eztreme penalty of the law. I visited him there several 
times by night, and being unable to obtain his pardon, 
oonsoled him at least by every means that the tenderest 
fri^dship oould suggest This hall .has Ibr a long time 
been shut up, and uninhabited» but the passage leading to 
it still remained in good preservation, and I aYailed my- 
self of this droumstanoe. This wiil explain my unex- 
l>eoted appearance to you in the churoh, The ready 
means which fusilitated our flight, were, as you may bck 
lieve, the effects of preooncerted arrangements. With 
regard to you, my young firiend," oontinued the Prinoe. 
tuming to Demetrius, " I shall noYer forget either your 
courage or your fideUty. Meanwhile, take this ribbon, 
and oonceal it in your bosom. You shall present it to 
Ferdinand when reseated on his throne ; he t ikes an ao- 
count of his Cuthfiil friends. It shall be my care to in- 
• form him how much you deserve at our hånds. Trivulzio, 
this youth was oonfided to me by an unhappy mother, 
who was oontented to remain alone, in ordor tv» Qiifi«&. v&l 
.hononadepathtothiBbetoYeaidalidu Bft^sj^^^^otf^"^ 
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numeroui pAttUaiis, u wdl foreigners as oo 
ThLi ofifioe does not Buii your taste my good ' 
nor do I wonder at it. You have, therefore, t 
merit, and I shall bear this in mind. Meanw 
witb U8 ; guide ui to the asylum of feith. Ton 
again stir from my side, and shall share my afl 
friendship equally with my dear Hannibal. I 
will not dislike oontinuing to serve me in the < 
aid-de-camp, until I oan prooure for you a i 
suitable to your deserts" 

Thus saying he held out his right band, and 
pregsing and kisuing it affeotionately, replied ** 
long as it pleased you to be oalled captain, I u« 
you that oonfidential language which the slight 
in our rank might warrant; sinoe, as you lu 
my lords,** oontinued he, tuming to the Triv 
Lucilla,*'! am fint aid-de-camp to the Prince Doi 
Now that you are once more become the unde 
and of Arragon, I ask you to pardon me if I 
displeased you by my frankness. As to serving 

TtlAfiAiirA nnH fiHAlif.v lua Innor lut T am hv "vcmr 



»me a mark for your ballefts.** 
noo also extended his hånd. "Yea my brave 
said he ; " yes, I will remember it. I am oertain 
hall remember it I am also glad that you remain 
, since you must be a little devil incamate. Your 
lip will be precious to rae. Here, your hånd." 
ying he gave him such a gripe, that the youth was 
tering a scream. Hannibal also spoke a few kind 
Uld wished to give him the same token of affeo- 

trius then added : ** Sinoe all here have done me 
lor to hold out their hånds, I trust I may be per- 
bo touch even that of this amiable damsel, who 
i as timid and mute as a dove amid a flock of 

Permit me young lady—there that is weU. Gen- 
Yulzio, this pretty little hånd is muoh more soft 
icate than yours, which rather resembleø a pair of 

or the claws of a lion, than l^e hånd of a 
n. A little more foroe, and you would have 
. my bones." 

niled at these comparisons, worthy of the squire 
>, and they then prepared to remount their horseB, 
lomewhat rested and reflreshed, \ren nibbling hwe 
)re the thiok and sayoury grass of the grove, 
ius alone was on foot; a ciroumstanoe to him of 
oment. He set his four sheep at liberty, and began 
get ready for the joumey. 
ig the whole of the aboye oonversation ImGi]l% 
y seated upon a turfy olod, out into the form of a 
ur the hut^ had never taken her eyes from the 
Demetrius. She was deeply interested with the 
rhich he narrated, and overwhelmed with astonish« 
nd respect» when she heard th&t ^<^ ^os^tziods«^ 
, to whom they oiredtbidT m&^« ''«%ft"Vyso.^^:'w^ 



•ric, nncle to King Ferdinand. But a Strange 
made her hang on the words of tilis amiable boj every 
time he opened his lips to speak ; and when he approaohed 
to take her by the haad, she blushed to the very roota of 
her hair, luid felt a seoret pleasore for which she oouM not 
åooonnt to herself. Doring the remainder of their jomu 
ney to Salermo, our travellers had no other enoounters^ 
save a few with some French troope, from whose corioaitiy 
they withdrew, showing tbem Bon Frederic's safe oon« 
duet, who put on the character of an ambassador, ap- 
pointed by King Charles himself^ to whose passport no 
one oould object HaTing trayelled about twdve mika 
beyond Salermo, they abandoned the Ingh road entirely, 
and, inclining to the lefb, began to asoend a steepand 
narrow path, which would only permit one hov^e to paaa 
at a timow Tlus path led round the base of the monntain, 
and witti an infinite number of Windings bending up- 
wards again towards the summit^ priesented a di£Bcall 
and toilsome road. It was flanked by very thiok oaks 
and chestnuts, which, intercepting the light of the sun, 
rendered this plaoe dark and gloomy as the forests of the 
ancient Druids. Every now and then steep rodks pre- 
■ented themselves, to avoid which, itbeoameindispenaaUa 
that the path along which they rode, should run on a linø 
i)arallel to itself, and thus they beheld, to their astonish- 
ment, after half an hour's joumey, tiiat they had soaroely 
advanced two hundred steps. Although the horsei^ 
aocustomed to this kind of road, never made a false step, 
nevertheless, their masters jndged it most proper, when 
they had arrived at a certain height, to dismount, in order 
to lighten their fktigue, and Lucilla alone, for whom the 
asoent would have been laborions b^ond measure, re- 
mained on her palfrey, which Hannibal took upcm hinn 
aétt to lead by the bridto. Fcmt aa hour or more afte 
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prooeeding in this way, the penpiration (bil in øtManif 
down the cheeks of the warriors, and espedally was this 
the case with old Trivulzio, who^ besides the serenty yean' 
which liad rendered his person somewhat heavy, had his 
legs imprisoned in two enormous boots, whioh oame OTer 
his knees, and did not in consequenoe seem made to 
render the road more easy to him. Fortunately he had 
not for some time felt the pain of his wound^ otherwise 
he must have been obliged to throw himself across a 
horse like a miller's sack, to nse his own mode of ezpreas« 
in^ himself. Demetrius alone appeaied to be in his own 
element on these mountains, He traversed the steep 
rocks with the ease and freedom of a Swiss mountaineer, 
and never troubled himself to take a tom in order to 
avoid a difficult point. 

•* This young rogue/* said Ludovioo, wiping his brow, 
** gets over twice as much ground as we do, for he is speed- 
ing away like a hound, and yet has not a single hair wet« 
^e roebucks are not more light and agile." 

** Ton are right, oh Trivnlzio," replied the Prince, " in 
envying the agilily of that boy. Confess that you never 
hefore found yourself in circumstances reqniring it so 
much as to-day. You were however wrong in providing 
yourself with boots of that kind for such roads as these: 
they would suit an elephant, if elephants wore boots." 

"And who, I pray you, could foresee that you would 
bring us by these olifb, where foxes alone should have 
their dens ?" 

"You say well, I ought to have forewamed you; but 
besides that oné cannot think of every thing, I did not 
exactly know before the receipt of yesterday's packet^ 
whel^er we should have to repair hither or to Messina. 
Nevertheless, take courage, we shall &v4 wa ^^cs^wssisswk 
erø Img, and if your leg^ vrili TL<cAi wiww^*!^"^^^"®^^ 
84 



'' W« miiøt eontnve better thaa tiMls'* niMiid OMtiU^ 
'^We mart ocmtriTebøfcter tban tint. We fboold auike a 
iMfigareamyingthiuaidtlie'A^yhimefl^tiL' Whatia-i 
InHous oorpae have you bpoaght here oh Praioe»' wcNild 
4ieael»aYe feUows say. ** You ndfi^hafe left it «fc thø gale 
af a oemetery.^ 

^Bemount jøur hone fhøn.*' 

** No, not 80 eithør ; tlie pew tauli amst be ae wmrj 
M I am ; and then, how eaa you think iliP On hotie- 
Ymék ! like our tender Lunlla, wfaen you and Haa bogr aie 
onloot?* 
. ^But Qeneral, you am MTenl^r-^ 

^How oan you tell that I am seyenty ? It is voi true 
— ^pardon me — no it is not true ; I am only fbrty, and I am 
nady to maintain this^ even at the point of the siroid. Bo 
yettlfug^P and you too boy ; areyoulaughing? aadyøa 
Blmwiie Luoilla ?— brayo ! tfaat ia well ; but you æe CaiK 
tain Hannibal doea not laugh. Ask him ; he ean bear 
witness, nnoe he has now for twenty years heard me 
aøøertil*' 

Tfaus jesting they arrived, not without diffioulty, and 
after three hours more of toilsome asænt, at the anmmit 
of the mountain. Sentinels placed at right distanoes 
firom eaoh othw, and armed with bows, gave the signal of 
sdarm, and were prompt in bending their weapons. But 
Pemetrius quickly made himself known, and announoed 
Prince Frédéric; whereupon these hostile demonstrationa 
were quickly ohanged into acts of rejoicing, and the signal 
of alarm into that of joy. This signal was oommunioated 
with as much celerity as by our modem telographs in 
tbø Valley beneath, whicYi eno\«aft^L^^!kft wi ^jaXLftd" Asylnm 
ofPaith." When our trw^\\«^ ^rowSwi^ ^^ ^iv^Éc^^ 
e^ofthe mountain, «t(m^\vf^c^>^^^ «;;f^^^ 



a m^i qtÅté aew and lmeAt>e6led pfombM iMAf iotiMir 
eyes. A species of sfoall eHs^i entirolf odnposod af tenls 
of Yarious ookm, or ef small huts whimsieaHy fermød ef 
leaves and braadies intefwoTen, some leuad, some iNHiited» 
othets squftre or polygonali sad at the entraiioe o! theso 
touts or huts, men Mid wouen were enføged in diveM 
works, oir oooap«tions neoessary fbr Uie wants of the coU 
ony. Here they had plaated a kind oi prorisiQfnal forgé 
de^ in the earth, and were keeping tit> ^ ^^ ^^^ ob« 
^mous hellows, suoh ås we see, in ov own day^ set up h^ 
4he wandering Oalabrians, in the squares of the different 
plaoes ^ejr traterse. This one supplied the pkæ of aa 
anvil by a large rugged stone, that other with asmatt mill 
adapited to the feree of a littto stream, whioh fell åbnost 
perpendicnlarly from the top of the monntaili, groand the 
eom for the use of the community. Many trere sharpen« 
ing their arrows, or eutting their bows of larc^ wood; 
others seated in a circle nnde^ the Shade of an oak, were 
redpreoaUy oonsoling thenselTes with ihe proq;>eot nC 
brighter days. 

It is diffiottlt to desoribé the sensatioBs pf odooed od 
these exiles by the arriYal of the Prinoe and his foUowers f 
alUiottgh it was impossible that he oonld bring there newt 
of an absolntely oonsoling nature. Nevørtheless, hope^ 
whioh generally deludes the minds eren of those who aro 
aoeustomed to oaloulate on the oourse ot events, urged 
towarés them these refugees, anxious for news, of whioh 
they had heard none for a long time ; sinoe their security 
in this Valley depended entirely, like that of the Indiani 
residing beyond the Lisard river, on beiÉg unknown and 
apart from all intercourse with others. 

liuoilla had also dismounted, sinoe the rapid deseef^ 
trom the mountain had beøn mneh mat^ v^t^^^ ^doeHCL 
tkeasaeaHir Tohwgreatjoy sbepwo^t^^^scBcii^^^ic^a^ 
of mmti TMfioiiøJjr ^M^ a doMU iJCRMi^ iiii»* ^^^ 



groaped tbamelfw inrnnd fhe VtfnoB, and m wtaot 

oarionty wu not at thai m o ment tha laat møtm iriikh 

led them to meet the penoiu newly arrived. The poor 

glrl had till now .heen diBtrened l^ a thoiuaad aeanfe 

tnHibloB, aad.'oonstrained to Mippren her grieii^ whiéh wM 

the more dif&cult to endure from hftving no iimb 

friend in whom to oonflde. Henoe it was ihat WmiwjImI 

had ofben surprised her with teara in her egree^ and he m 

▼ezed at being unable to offer her any other comlbrt avt 

the almost imaginUry proapeot of a ftiture^ whioh hB 

would endeavour to render happy. In this mood, the 

■ight of persons of her own sex, became for her a sourot 

of oonsolation ; and her hopes were not ft^ila^^iff^ nnoe 

severai ladies eagerly came forward to reæiTe her witii the 

greateit kindness ; not so muoh beoaoae she waa pr c eeat e d 

to them as the ward of General TrivuLdo, bat beoauø 

misfortune opens the mind to eyery tender aentimen^ 

Arrived in the midst of the oamp, while the mæt ddlftd 

persons emulously busied themselves in ereoting thzee 

tcnts wortby the rank of the new guests, LuoiUa røtired 

with these ladies, and the warriors, who amounted to abont 

seventy, pressed around the Prince and his three travd- 

ling companions. But the first need of the latter, was of 

refireshmont after their fiasting and long jonmey; where- 

fore the ourious crowd formed a cirole round an iwi ypAiMw 

stene, cut in the form of a table, on whioh a repast had 

been prepared in great haste, and they tried to restrain, as 

well as they could, their wish to leam the news, that they 

might not prevent their guests from satisfying their ap. 

petites. When these were somewhat appeased, the interro- 

gations began to multiply without any order, and the 

Prince thought it would be more ezpeditious to narrate 

methodioally, and without interruption, the events whioh 

åsd aocurred, and it was amonnf^ \a «»d ^«{^tf^aAL tsa tha 
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aoger, fetur and joy; whereapon he informed them how tht 
Vrenoh hadrpoøsessed themselves of the property of the 
eodles, and distributed it amongst those who, traitors to 
tbeir king and coontry, had made a league with the 
^yrants ; and added how he hoped that they would quiokly 
be obliged to restore all^with usury, and to abandon the 
territory and riohes which they had usorped and stolen. 

Meanwhile Trivulzio and Demetrius did not lose their 
time, but^rather made the most of it, by oausing the Tiands 
fhat were set before them, one after another, from time 
to time,' rapidly to disappear. Ludovioo espeoiaUy, in 
spite of his years, (seventy or forty, whiéhever they might 
be,) devoured the Tenison— greatest part of the repast 
oonsisting^of the wild deer, with whioh these moantains 
abounded— with the appetite of a soldier who had been 
fbr 'seyeral months blockaded on a rook, and Don Fred- 
eric had already finished when the hungry Ludovioo was 
preparing to out up the last roasted hare ; and while the 
Prinoe was satisfying the ouriosity of the bystanders, the 
youth, Demetrius, oommenoed the following dialogue. 

''General Trivulzio, this assembly may be called an 
assembly of insatiables." 

" You are right, my friend, and I admire the kindness 
of our prinoe; he has now related all the vicissitudes of 
ihe King of Arragon, and these gentlemen do not yet 
seem satisfied. You are right; an assembly of insati- 
ables: and add, in order to demonstrate this Airther, that 
we have, in like manner, deyoured, not only the flesh, but 
fhe bones of two hares, and now we are about to feast on 
the tfaird. In this then I am right, for I have not even 
øeen the eors of a hare for three months." 

''And they are not wrong, for it is now twenty days sinoe 
Hiey have heard anything that^has'JbaQ^ivi^Vi^^s&i^ 
tfawff iiifffinfwifw.** 
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more^ perhipfl ; thai doet iiofc <iii«iniaK my vppf^^ )iffw. 
ever. Would you beliefe it^ my dear aid-d^-oamp, thit m 
long as I remaiiied in Caatel dell 'Uoro^ I ate as much tf 
the golden woIf ; but the mosteztraordinaryeircumstanoe 
is this; thatj my appetite always enoreaøed with the noue 
of the oannonoding. Oh, when the French regaled me 
With this music at dinner, few tiiings retumed into tiie 
kitchen. Onoe onlj— only onoe— but then rage had dis- 
ordered my stomach, for it was when Uio devil hai 
anatched away from methat dog of a Jew.** 

" Of what Jew are you speaking, General ?" 

'' Oh, true, you know nothing about tliis jew physiciaiH 
or ezeoutioner, which ever he was, who wanted to make 
me Bwallow the elizir of life ! I will tell you thia aneo* 
dote, but at some other time. At preseat I would Aia 
finish my contests with this animal ; aid me with it ther^- 
fore, if you please : here is your plate^ and endeavour te 
dispatoh the contents speedily. We will afterwards diink 
to the health of these brave friends of ours.'* 

They continued disooursing thus until evening. Han- 
nibal alone took no part in 1^ chattering of theee two 
soldiers, who, in spite of their having only known eadi 
other for a few hours, and the great differenoe in their 
ages, (a circumstance not favorable to their intercourseg) 
found great pleasure in oonversingtogether; thefrank- 
ness of their oharacters having awakened a reoiprocal 
sympathy. 

Meantime Hannibal had moved off, under pretenoe of 
visiting the camp, but in reality beoause he was urged by 
a streng desire to know how Lumlla had been reoeived 
by the ladies. 

We will now leave eaoh engaged in his favorite oooupa- 
tion, and return to Naples, where we left an individual 
irbOjif not ihe most interestonf^, \aeet\Mai^i ^saib^ tha 

ActimportuxkpeniiMiin.iåbJB\as^fs^ 



CgAPTEC XXI. 



Miran had bo diÆSculty in rejoiniag the troop 
»ilowed^the orowd, and he penetrated so far into 
iry sense of the word, that after an hour or more 
^es he peroeiyed again the woman who had heea 
1 by Malvezzi. Then, slowly following her, he 
ndering to himseif what interest this eld man 
isgifoly ha¥e in her ; but althou^ of a most aoute 
$ming mind, he oould not,"a8 every one may ima* 
t then Buoceed in'obtaining a olue to tiie mystery 
r, being naturally ei a very inquiaitiTe d^apKmiÅoa, 
devising some stvatagem by whiøh he mis^t gain* 
Sficient to satisfjr the euvioaty by whi<^ he was 
ed, when chance plaeed in his hånd the end of the 
id rendered him nearly master of MahFem's 
As soon as the crowd was disperaed^ he f^owed 
Ble for some time longer, who piunged into lather 
squented path. Entirely absorbed hf her own 
} she waa muttering to hers^ in an imder tone^ 
a time to time she allowed sønoe detached worde 
) flrøm her lips, whioh, howevev* she prononneed 

f- 

ersons she met gazed on her, some with a eertajn 
Liiosity, and otheri with Tua«\\fai^ ^ig^ ^1 ^ksbn^- 
An old w^3um, w\w> T|MJB^mtesB^»^'^»«^^*^ 
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she aaw her from a distanoe, in order to svoid her, inent 
hastily over to the other side of the streel^ and meethig 
with another woman of her own olass, whispered sofUy: 
"Do you see? it is the door keeper of the Surgeonli 
Cave." 

"No, gossip," replied the other. " She is not a witoh,* 
but a poor mother whose daughter was stolen from her 
and devoured by a Jew. The latter was shut up in Gastel 
dell 'FoYo, and she waited for him at the gate, prepared to 
tear him in pieces, and devour him in her tum, but the 
devil wished to reserve to himself so dainty a mors^ and 
caused him to disappear two days before the surrender of 
yon rook. The poor wretch has now almost entirely loft 
her senses. However it is said, feeling persuaded tiiat 
the devil could not intend to hinder the vengeanoe whioh 
she purposes exercising on this reprobate, she gæs prom* 
ising as much gold as would fill my oap to whoever "VtitL. 
find out the place to whioh he may have retired." 

These few words, whioh were true, some slight varia- 
tions excepted, (such as the promise of so much gold,) 
which the woman in blaok could not have made, in as 
much as she did not possess it, sufficed to show the roug* 
ish child how much need Malvezzi had to keep himself 
concealed, and he resolved to squeeze trom him maoy of 
those sequins, however cunning and covetous he might ba 
** In faet," said he to himself, *' it appeared to me impos« 
sible that he would let a single sequin escape from his 
hånd, without most powerful motives, on whioh depended, 
at least, life or death. Last year, I well remember, after 
I had, for a month continually, performed for him the 
most fatiguing services, he scarcely rewarded me with 
fbur grani, and now for a run of two hours he gives me 
a sequin and promises a seoond. Thus speaking he drew 
tbe money frftm hiff ik>a\'>^S «<vrv\«wv^\*^xv^^T%a ftiiwiii^ng 



a fiae thiag is goldt yefe^this sequin appears to mø rwj 
jrellow— nøverlheldss it is a sequin. Ah, I know thøm 
itølL How many things one oan do with a sequili I— and 
With two ! and who can say what may be done with four P 
but Miran would not be Miran if four sequins do not 
qvdt the pooket of Signor Malvem to enter his own. I 
know that gold multiplieB in our hånds as halls do in thoøe 
ol a juggler. I am not a juggler, but I think I have a 
tara for the kind of thing, and I wish my first laial in 
llie tft to be made on an old fox like Signor MalyezsL If 
I suoæed with him, I may afberwards oonsider myself a 
match for the most cnnning and aged Israelite in the 
Jew's quarter." Thus conversing with himself he folk>wed 
i&edianically the woman in black, and almoet without her 
peroeiving him, overtook her at the Tery moment in 
wfaieh, havmg arrived at the Montpensier palaoe, she 
øeated heiself on a stone seat, whioh was near the gate, in 
I9ie aet of a person determined to wait there for a long 
fime. The boy then, gueseing the woman's intention, 
approached her pertly, and said " Mistress, in oase I had 
niytfaing to confide to you oonceming the afiGur you have 
9» mudi at heart, where oould I find you ?" 

On hearing these words, a streak of red tinged that 
boBl^tually pale faoe, and her very black eyes flashed likø 
Mghtning. 

'^Yoa," said she to the ohild, who, at this sight, drew 
baok for a few paoes, ** you belong to that abhorred race 
who bathed their hånds in the blood of Jesus Christ. I 
know you by your accent ; for though you always speak 
the language of the people who telerate you amongst 
them; yet, nevertheless, God has ordained that you 
lAiould neyer open your lips without diacovocvoLSkl^sssat* 
øbIiw to be his muiderøKB. T^V-^vsfc^^A'^ ^iotwioi^- 
85 
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a qnantity of profusions, sufficient to maike the month 
water, of a person much less greedy than a boy. There 
having chosen the food which most tempted his appetitey 
he offered the shopmen the money which he thought he 
had honestly eamed, desiriag to have the change in silver« 
The shopman took it between his fingers, examined it at- 
tentively, and then turning to Miran : " Boy," said he> 
** from whence had you that sequin." 

" These are accounts I am not bound to render to you,'' 
replied Miran ; "give me my change that I may go about 
my o^n affairs." 

" If this is an account you are not bound to render to 
me, you shall render it to the judge, who certainly, at my 
entreaty, will have you sent to prison. This is false money, 
and they will tie you to a cord dancing a fandango on 
which, you will quickly confess who are the fabricators of 
this pest." 

At these words the boy trembled from head to fbot. 

''By all the saints in your paradise," said he, **do not 
ruin a i>oor and innocent ohild. Give me back my money, 
that I may fling it in the face of the wretch who betrayed 
my faith in him." He added still more, in atone of voioe 
which he knew so well how to render coaxing, that the 
man, reluctant to provoke the rigours of the law on the 
head of a child, restored to him ihe money in question, 
not without having first taken back his breakfkst : and 
Miran, more indigo ant at the wicked action of Malvezzi« 
than at being deluded in his hopes of feasting, ran off 
f wearing by all the saints of the old testament to take 
a terrible revenge. 

Our readers will easily understand that the coin given 
by Malvezzi to this ohiXå, was one of those found by him 
in the subterranean hall, at Gastel dftll'\ScssQ^^!cA^^f^Q^!^ 
hehad not Meåio htm%m^\xxm^\sL^^\i!s^ 
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iag them to eome aoeoani 3nt HtUA Kina w«8 fh» 
last person in the worid whom he diaold h»?e triod toda* 
peive by thig mdans, mrtioiUarly in an afBui of ao maoh 
delicaoy as that in whicb he had employed him. Thia 
boy then, aa soon as lie fbund hinuielf at a safiBoient di»< 
tanoe fhun the man who had threatened him with a 
prison and cord, slaokened his pace a little^ and prooeeded 
more quietly, reflecting on the dangar whioh he believed 
he had incurred, solely through the treachery of the eld 
Inraelite. 

"May the curse of Abraham fall on my wooUy head," 
9ldd he^ whilst walking aloog, ** if X do not make you un« 
dergo as many of the pains of repentanoe in an hour aa 
Job had boils on his body. I only int^ded to squeeze a 
few sequins out of you by way of ezeroise in order to 
teach moilas it were^ how to kiy the foundation for a fire# 
and independent state, sinoe I feel that I was not bom 
for ser vitude ; but you, in the first step of my career haye 
given me such a thrust as to preoipitate me ioto a gulph 
from whence all the soldiers of the tribe of Judah would 
have difficully in eztricating me. I will in my turn opea 
under your feet, a pit, in whioh you will find liosfi^ lesa 
meek than those of DanieL" 

With these thoughts he arrived at the house of Jere- 
miuh, where, scarcely had MaJvezzi heard of his arrivaJU 
ere he hasiened to call him to his apartment As he en- 
tered, the Jew went to meet him with an ai&of anxiety, 
and tiiere commenced between them the foUowing oon^ 
versation, ft-om which our readers may acquire an ezoel-> 
lent idea of the abilities of this boy, all of whose mental 
faculties had very early developed themselves. He, then 
Stepping into the apartment of his.intended viotiin, and^. 
witiiout waiting for interrogation« began :-< 

"Signor MalTeui, yo^ vmi ^^ ^iffin«%.tha.iimiiii 
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irhioh you promised me, sinoe I believe I ha?« 
i without restrictioQs.'' 
xnyfine little fellow! have you really done so 

, oertainly: in faet, rest assured, that howevw 
aybe your expeotations, I shall have fu Burpasfled 

3ed ! here then, take— take— a kiss. But oomoy 
må tell me all. Did you find out the wrønan I 
you to follow ?" 

re is no doubt of it : I disoovered her ; followed 
ined her, and we han^been discoursing same time 
r, always talking about you." 
lut me ?— God of Abraham^ did you tell her who 
-where I am Uving ?— " 
you did not tell me to do that." 
did you tdl it to her ?" 

'. had done so, it would hove been move thon my 
, and it nrould have facilitated to yo« Uke meaas of 
Lng more quickly with a woman inAh whon i^ 
yon have important affiiirs to settle.'' 
lewretch! Gan you have betrayedaie? I^peak;? 
all, or I—" 

, my lord— are you going mad ? ScaHy you ({cdte- 
ne. I see now that the blaok devil was rigfal in- 
caped her lip« cooceniinij; you*" 
oeming me ?— bat diabolieal chiiljd wi& yon speak, 
u repeat whot she soid of me ?" 
M>r Malveszi," oontinued Miran^vcryeooHy.aad 
I evincing the slightcst feai ; *' Signor Malveasi^ £ 
id no difficulty in narratiner to you aø miroh of 
ivestingconversatioA aa 1 kavebeoi able toTøtaim;? 
åumld netr— I ^ould be veey aoerf ^ ^^^i^s^^siiii^ 



274 

iwrticalarly as I am ftilly expectmg the seqam 70a pironi« 
mised me, and whioh I have gained by the sweat of my 
brow f here he drew his handkerchief Arom his pookc^ 
and wiped his forehead, as if large drops of perspiration 
were actually faUing firom it. But Malvezzi now loet all 
patieuoe, and his fieroe charaoter taking the mask of mild- 
ness from his foce, he broke forth into the following men- 
aoes: — 

*' Malicioas imp, if you do not quiokly explain yoursel^ 
the sequin which you say you have gained by the sweat of 
your brow, I will fix in your eye Mke the nail of Jael, and 
I will wiUingly add another to deprive you entirély of the 
light of day." Thus saying, he made a movement as if 
to approach and seize him, but the young rogue per- 
oeived it. 

''Stop/' said he, '^if you advanoe a single step nearw, 
in four bounds I will leap to the bottom of the stairoase, 
and in less than an hour will bring into this room that 
woman in black, who is only waiting for my guidance to 
oome here and devour you." 

This threat operated like a powerful charm in calming 
the ire of the old Jew; for knowing that Miran was 
capable of doing as he said, and debased on the other hånd 
by fear and oonscience, he thought it better again to aet a 
milder part, and changing Ms tone immediately, drew 
back two steps and said— "Gome, oome, my boy, letua 
both leave off" jesting. Como, here is the sequin whioh I 
promisedyou, and whioh you oertainly have well deserred. 
Now approach and relate to me minutely all that has 
happened." 

Miran took the money, and looking at it with the glaiioe 
of a person profoundly malicious, asked—" And is it really 
ftill weight ? May I quietly put it with its oompanion 
witbout fnt taking it to &»m!as\\&i<^\Msik«c f 
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ibtless, my*fri6nd,you may with perfect'confidøBoe^ 

bhout fe»r put it into the purse with the.other, 

hey are two brothers; but be quick 1 pray yoiL 

lid this woman say of me ?" 

it you are a reprobate,'a thie( a ooiner, an aaBaarin , 

3ide." 

i she say this ? lufamous woman ! 

) added that you deserved the gallowSi the pinoers, 

ael." 

ran, Miran, if you have had the hardihood to de- 

le; if you have tried to abuselmy creduUty— ^ 

: I repeat to you, word for word, her own expre»- 

Listen. She added that heil would not haye you 

) you would infect it with your breath ; and she 

/his panegyric with so terrible a threat, it made my 

tand erect, though you now see it^orisp and 

> he made a pause, as if expecting a request topro- 
But Malvezzi looked at him with two eyes capable 
itrating the very heart of any man who had not a 
of bronze, so that the audadous boy, not finding 
furged to go on, and wishing to speak, oontinued— 
) added, in fine, that she would plant in your heart 
igger, which you had plunged in that of her inno« 
bughter." 

lese last words the Jew peroeived that what Miran 
>orted, might be true, and he shuddered with fear. 
t does she know,'' replied he, " that I am in Naples? 
naniao ! — ^truly she excites one's pity. Miran, do 
t know that she is mad ? Hearken : I will briefly 
to you the story of this unhappy woman, whose 
bas been tumed by a dream, an illusion of fanoy. 
nall poz haying bereaved her oC «k4aK)j^g[^u»\ ^rsoa 
ion wisbed to make lier Id^'^qs^ ^SoaiS^^tic^ ^q£i&?bb^ 



bten tlie ¥1011111 of tovoery, and hår duoidMrad iami 
tina oauied her to behold in iiiø,tt>ifLftu)titioiif bem&i 
wilh the glance of an evil eye^ hmd bewitohed the t 
Ever since then, a maaiaoAl tary has oaosed her to tm« 
m Italy, fiUiog its dties with lamentatioiu^ andthieila 
iog to rcvonge, on mj person, the chastisement inflkti 
bj Ood in his own inicrutable jnitioe. I ocmld haft ht 
her shut up in an asylum, bui that I waa loth to dqmn 
this poor oreaturo of the moat preoious gift eiQQjadlv 
man— that of liberty. This ia the reaaon -mhj 1 wished 
to avoid an enoounter with hør. Bofc I ahould ba Bortf 
if she were to deoeiyethoie to whom che taUa lier oaoim- 
fiil story. Yet— say ; did she add aayUiing aloe to whil 
you have ahready related ?" 

"I think she said also that you wefe aa impoator." 

At these words Malveasi kmt his btowa, and almosl 
persuaded that this was a yolnntary a^junot of MLm^ 
waa about to give him a severe rebnke^ but refleeiioB hept 
him in the pathof deoeption^believing itiPU tha oDlyona 
Ihatoould leadto the end he wished, whøreupon, xeeaUhig 
a forced smile to his lips, he resumed : — 

" Such an insult in the month of this anhappj womaB« 
ailer all you have before narrated to me, neither takes 
from, nor adds fbroe to, the abuse caused by an unaouBd 
and superstitious mind. This does not signify howevar; 
did she seem disposed to stay muoh longer in Naples ?^ 

" If I understood her rightly, she wiU stay long enongh 
to make the hole inyour vest^ of whioh abe spoke alitUe 
while ago." 

"I would fain believe, Miran,*' addedthe old man, en- 

deayouring to affeot a species of hilarity, which invcdun- 

tary terror drove a thoosand miles of^ '* 1 would fidn 

believe that she will not suooeed l^iis time. At all events 

^ båhovesmåto kæp my eye uvya\tf» » iiVMKlac%l nmal 
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reflect with a oalm mind on the most safe plan to adoptb 
and this I will afterwards impart to your sagaoity, that 
you may oouusel and aid me in freeing myself from this 
importunate person, whom I oompassionate, but am at 
the same time desirous of removing from henæ." 

Miran then, assuming an air of importance, entirely 
analagous to the circumstanoes, replied, that he would 
wiUingly employ his talents in his favor, and that certainly 
he should never have to rep^it oonsulting a boy,to whom 
every one agreed in according no common share of dis- 
cernment. After this not over modest declaration, he 
bowed toMalvezzi, and in tuming to go out, made with his 
mouth a most frightful grimace, which being reflected in a 
mirror, on which the old Israelite had purposely cast his 
eyes, aflbrded him a new proof of the boy's malice. He 
remained some moments contemplating him, and after 
his departure broke forth into the foUowing soliloquy. 

** But what a destiny is mine ! wherever I tum I meet 
nothing but traitors. Now, see, the devil himself has 
taken possession of this boy on purpose to persecute me. 
If he should have betrayed me, or intends to do so, how 
shall I counteract him ? There is no doubt but that this 
sprite has had a conversation with the witch, and Abra- 
ham knows what he has told her ! At all events I can 
neither feel safe nor trancLuil. Behold, how misfortune 
follows misfortune. Scarcely have I succeeded in remov- 
in g from my neck a slippery cord, erel have to defend my 
heart from a dagger, with which it is threatened. For some 
months fortune has entirely deserted me. One steals my 
money; another takes away Lucilla, on whom I had 
founded my hopes of a large fortune. After having been 
ruined in purse— hapless me ! This air is no longer one 
for me to breathe. It is time to cha\i%<& \\>. \^<9r^x<&\sox^ 
to HoUand; there will I lepa^x tq.^ \aaa«^ Va.^ ^jwassNx^ 
$6 



wiren niy haim is ovHj yet kuowu m 
«« »spect. I will bring this project to mit 

the darkness shall he, dispened whioh h 
linies of this kingdom, which I cannot i 
hope remains to me of regaining my money 
We wiU now leave the Jew to his own 
tions, and return to more interæting ofcj^ 
4 ! beoame, at every step, a neoessity to this nø 

t ' abyM to abyn.he feU, to his utter rain. 

i ■ 
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Chåptbb XXII. 



While the individual aotors in this drama wereagitated 
in the way which we have been by degrees desoribing, the 
position of the French beoame rather oritical in a king- 
dom, which they had scaroely oonquered ere they found 
themselves on the point of being oompelled to abimdon it. 
Nevertheless, the levity of the national charaoter was not 
lessened, in spite of the storm which every day was gath- 
ering round them, and on the day that Charles waa 
again to depart for Pranoe with the half of his army, in 
order to anticipate the movements of the Italian league^ 
it was determined that, on the very eve of his departure, 
a brilliant toumament should take plaoe^ to which both 
Frenchandltalianswere invited, withoutanydistinctioiL 
The monarch being anxious, perhaps, to establish be- 
tween those he had left to govem, and those who were to 
obey, a kind of ezternal equality, whioh,. until that day, 
with little poUcy, and less iN*udenoe,he had always sought 
to prevent. But, fortunately, this public entertainment 
could not take place whilst a very heavy rain, accompanied 
by thunder and lightning, fell with an impetuosity un- 
osual in these countries, at the very hour in which the 
!)oxes of the amphitheatre were filling with spectators. 
VTe said fortunately, since, from theOiMSdMLtiiudiu^ ^\ **^Gkfo 
linds oS the oombatants, the laA^t ^<9l tl<d« ^»nai^Sas^i^sftfi^ 



to oontain themselveø within the limits of tlie dnvalitms 
oourteqr uBoally shown on tfaese oocasions. Althoagh 
the oombats were to take place indiscriminately betwerøi 
the French with the French, and the Italians with the 
Italians,' and between both, at the caprice of the cham- 
pions, yet there had been two squadrons formed almost 
wiihout premeditation ; the one of Italians, the other of 
French, who were desirous of ooming to a trial amongst 
themselves, mutually aiding each other to gain the victory 
over their enemies. Hence, naturally, there were two 
parties, each of whom ardently wished the Mumph of its 
own countrymcD, whom it enoouraged as muoh as poaaUe 
to fight valiantly in the struggle, to which was attached 
tiie national honor of the two people. Thus were minds 
preparing for the lists, and the scene might have been tiie 
signal for dire disasters, had not atmospheric canses pre- 
Tented them. These arrangements were not unknown to 
Ohailes, but confiding in the valor of his followers, ha 
hoped to see humbled,the daring of tbose, who, suspeotiag 
his eritical situation, began to champ the bit by which he 
kept them under. Neither was there any way of poslpon- 
ing the contest to another day, sinoe, all being prefMured 
for the monarch's departure, a portion of the army, which 
was to acoompany bim, was already on its way, and with 
it, the ammunition, the instruments, the artillery, and 
the baggago, so that tho change of a single day would have 
seriously disconcerted the order of march, and its in- 
tended halts. On the other hånd, when the king reflected 
with a oalm mind'on what might have foUowed, in oase the 
isøue of the combats had not corresponded with bis hopes, 
he was not sorry to have been able to ward ofT those die- 
orders which had nearly been the result of his juvenile 
inexperienoe.* N AiTertheleøs the day was not lost, since 
aaatber spoctacle, of mi «Ti\u^^ ^\^T<6\i\ luxid^ wie lo 
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attiract the attention of the public until the hour should 
arriye for tbe oponing of the toumament. Charles, sinoe 
he had ocoupied the throne, had notyet formally assumed 
the title of sovereign ; nor, acoording to the custoni of 
the kings of Naples, had he been inveøted with the royal 
insignia, nor reoeived, with the usual pomp, the oaths of 
fldelity from the noblemen and chief magistrate«. He 
would not therefore depart until these formalities had all 
been fulfilled, and they were fixed to take plaoe on the 
morning of the same day, the ngil of his departiire. 

It was about the middle of May, and the dawn seemed 
the harbinger of a most beautiful day. Scarcely did the 
first rays of the sun begin to gild the summits of the 
mountains, ere an innumerable multitude blocked up the 
streets, and besieged the doors of the cathedral, whioh 
was to be the theatre of this solemnity. This Gothioand 
massive edifice had T3een adomed with the greatest splen-« 
dour ; and precisely beoause, for several days past, ingreøi 
had been denied to the ourious, in order not to hinder 
the work going on within, (the Urne for its oompletion 
bmng short) so, great was the wish of aU, to penetrate inte 
the interior, and to enjoy the ceremonies of this saered 
ftinctioB. But ere the doors were opened, two wings of 
Halberdiers, eovered with their glitteiing armour of pol- 
i^ied Steel, drove back the crowd ; and as guard to these 
same doors, disposed in two loag files, which extended to 
the high altar, were marshalled the Swiss, ready to seoond 
t^e Halberdi^n, in case the latter should be thrust bade 
by the waving multitude. A fine ooup d'oeU was pre* 
øented by these troops, (who henoeforth told their courage 
and fldelity to foreign soTcreigns,) in their anoient 
fiushion of wearing a long scarlet «oat over a waistcoat 
and breeches of buffalo bide. But t^ T&tMib f9^v»kA «s^ 
rtaieå apøoteole, wm pkmebMi \9 ^% ^ofiSfiMSisa^ ^sm«^ 
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chiefly oomposed of the lowest dass of people, a c\a3» 
which presented in those timeø, more than in our own» 
tiin^ular contrasts both in manners and mode of dress. 
Tlio.^e brown facos; thoae decided features; those eyefl, 
gciiorally largo, black, and vivaoious ; those garmentS) in- 
gciiitmsly colourod, although in great part oomposed of 
tom ])icccsof stuff, rod, blue, or violet, thrown negligentiy 
over thc shouldora, struck the imaginatiou, particularly 
thoso of forcignors, unaocustomed to tbis whimsical 
varioty of color and countenances. Those whose curiosity 
yMis the greatost, and who wished to penetrate into the 
intcrior of the temple, even in spite of the Halberdi^n 
and the wall formed by the Swiss Guards« would not 
abandon the vicinity of the cathedral doors, and waited 
With impationce for the royal oortege, in order to follow 
af tor it, whilst thoso who were disposed to content them- 
selves with sooing the prooession, without daring to at- 
tcmpt this ingress, which beoame as serious to defend as 
to force, walked in the square, on whioh formerly rose a 
temple, dedicated to Augustus, and an amphitheatre, of 
which numerouR vestiges still remain; others, coUected 
in a group around the pedestal on which, some time ago 
rcdiod the statue of Tiberius ; disooursing either of the 
ccremouy which was about to take place in the temple, or 
of the tournament to which the public ezpectation was 
more particularly directed, and many spoke of things 
much less important, but all accompanied their words 
with energctic and pantomimio action, as well of their 
arms as with their cyes, a trait particularly charactenstic 
of this truly dramatic people, and who would be capable 
of the most gonerous actions were they not involved in 
the darkness of profound ignorance. Af fcer waiting a long 
time, the cannon of the oastle of St. Elmo announced 
^ut the mouaroh of ^xaiiQe \^ai^^\)iV^A^\A&^^«i2^aa^and 
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his way to the temple. Then the oonfosion he^ 
leneral. The oannon from the other fortresses 
3d this signal, and vessels anchored in the bay, 
all at the same instant, made the air echo with the 
f thelr warlike instruments. The bells of the 
)s rang gloriously; the people tnmultuously orowd- 
streets through which the procession was to pass. 
mærs opened the march, whose variously colored 
I, placed on the staff of the lance, floated at the 
of the wind, and they were foUowed by the Cuir- 
whose shining armour reflected the rays of the 
idazzled the eyes which dared to rest upon it; 
e hundred Swiss, on foot, and after these a thous- 
joons preceded the two hundred gentlemen of the 
loard, who, all in the most splendid uniform, sur- 
i the monarch. The latter was mounted on a 
Norman charger, whose housings of white irelvet 
iøred in gold, fell around to his haunches, and pro- 
in the midst of them with imposing majesty. He 
then acuirass,neither was he oovered with a helmet 
i he entered Florence ; but a gorgeous mantle of 
i velvet, wrought in stripes of gold, arranged with 
st elegant taste, and lined with white ermine, de- 
. fh>m his shoulders,and fell over the croupe of the 
jO an extraordinary length ; a vest of white silk, 
lered with flowers, in the Chinese fashion, covered 
t, on which were displayed divers orders of knight- 
»t in brilliants, the first amongst which was that of 
ihael; and his pantaloons of white silk, which 
>ven, and not knit, were thrust into boots of yéllo w 

which commenced about the middlo of the le& 
høy were very wide, and gradually diminished to 
of his foot, the heel ot Yi\)i(^ ^^ ^^stqik^ ^^^2^ 
I øpuT, distinctive of tlid m<cmasc^^ 
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Cloie to him and at his right hånd wa« the same ini« 
liam Brissauetto, olad in the hahilements required by the 
eminent dignily to whioh he had been raised, a few 
months before by Pope Alexander. He waø moimted oa 
awhite horse; and the magnifioenæ of his violet robe 
throim over his tunic^ embroidered in gold, aoooirded 
most advantageously with his noble countenanoe, to wbidi 
he knew how to give the solemn nuyesty of a Prince of 
theChuroh; his right haad,on the annular finger of 
whioh sparkled a large and precious gem was slowly 
raised, and showering benedictions among the peopl% 
who were aconstomed to bow and profitrate themselves 
before persons in his sphere. 

It was perhaps the etiquette of those times that the 
King's dwarf should be adways at his master's left band ; 
but under these oircumstances, the monaroh thought 
proper to deviate from this oustom, it being his wish that 
nottiing ludiorous should tend to diminish the majesty of 
this soene, and he had perceived in Franoe that the 
tioinity ofhisbuffoon, whoassumed an air of the most 
oomio importance, had contributed in no small degree to 
take from the people the species of terror whioh had beeo 
inspired by his name. Thus in the dwarfs plaoe rodo 
Gilbert de Montpensier, who in the capaoity of Lord 
Lieutenant of the kingdom, was to remain in Naples ; 
after him, came the high-constable D^Obigni, and the 
Seneschal di Belcari, and then according to their rank» 
all the flrst of the nobility invested with the most oon- 
Spionous offioes. Two hundred more Swiss olosed the 
procession, and with their heavy halberds kept tiie orowd 
at a distance, who but for these sharp points would havo 
rushed upon them like a torrent, the waves of whioh dash 
åfainst each other reoiprooally. The drums« the trum- 
peto, And kettle druma inaAA Vftft «a t%>«QbA with their 



øoundø, and the aoclamations of thø peopleb (Ofer 
} allow themselves to be led astray by external 
nmgliag with the noise of the bells, and the roar 
kxmoQ, caused a din and oonfiision, more easy to 
I tfaan to be described. 

sd at the great gate of the Temple, the train dis- 
i,aad leaying tdieir steeds to the care of the Squires^ 
)d in the order prescribed by etiqnette. Cladin 
rdotal robes, and surrounded by the whole of the 
tical hierarchy, the Archbishop advanoed to meet 
kdconducted the King to the throne prepared for 
the right of the high altar. Scaroely had the 
1 touched the lines of the balustrade ere his 
vbo had aocompanied him thither, ceasing as it 
m their functions, stopped, yieldin^ this honor to 
an barons— sinoe, not as King of the French, but as 
bhe Neapolitans was he about to be reoeived there. 
. Brissonetto as Cardinal, and OUbert Montpensier 
oy, had alone aooess, and seated themselTes on a 
ioh, aooording to their high rank, had been pre^ 
r them by the side of the monardL As soon as 
isænded the thrcme, the royal insignia was pre- 
e kim; and then in due form were tendered the 
' fidelity, first by the clergy, afterwards by the 
tatives of tue kingdom, the nobility, and by 
the different oorporations of the seoond and third 

g this rather long crøremony, a chosen and nume- 
tieetra made the vaults of tliis T^nple echo with 
more than profane; while on the Piazsa^ the 
bands answered, by brilliant skains, whioh would 
n perfeotly appropriate to a day of battle. Then 
it was ocoupied by an orator, who^raatA^zksc^xa:«!^ 
ime of the people, Ok>N«iKiaQ^aTkMM^^<an^a^ 



who, tmtU this day had aoqoired ftune— not ■omoéh ibr 
his leaming, as for heiog a moet exoeltont and weU-ecm- 
ducted Citizen, attached to ihe Princes of Arragon, (aome 
oT whom he had in^truoted and served oihen as s aecra- 
tary,) forgetfol of himself, and of all that he bad fimnerly 
said and done, was difl^ue in sweet and mawkiah pnaaBS 
of the new and foreign monaroh, and gktdionaly oontrived 
that his representationa ahonld redoond, not so vxach to 
'the honor of the latter aa to the dishonor of his ancieBft 
mastors. Neither did it ooour to the mind of tha Tefialfla 
adulator, that by acting thos, he aoqnired more inflmqr 
than gratitude from him to whom his inoenae was dlreotad 
— sinoe, in onr opinion, those must be deemed infiunoQS 
who fiiwn upon the fkvorites of f ortune aa kmg aa they 
are such, and are ready to despise them as soon aa tbey 
are deserted by that blind and fickle goddeas. 

This ftmotion terminated with the other oeremonieB 
the description of which we shall omit in order not to 
weary our readers, to many of whom they are already 
known, while they all yery nearly resemble eaoh othefs 
the new Monaroh prepared to return to hispalaoe, where^ 
as had been fixed upon, he was to change his apparel, and 
after a brief repose, repair to the amphitheatre, whcve all 
was arranged for the toumament. 

The sky, which had until now been pure and aerøne, 
became all at onoe black and troubled; ^irk olouds driven 
by an impetuons north wind, collected suddenly ov«r the 
city; and the noise of thunder, preoeded by hrequent 
flashes of lightning which rent the douds, mingled with 
the sound of bells and the roar of oannon. Never- 
theless the train proceeded in order up to a certain pointe 
when some few, but large drops of rain fell, regardleaa of 
the gorgeous habiliments of this noble train, and were 
Peoognised as the foreruimeiTa o^ a?[i\xi«^\a&Aft vod honiUe 
storm. Whereupon, for l\ie ^t«^. \iflskfc,>3aft '^wo^ iu«k 
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aroh set epan to his steedyWhioh, surprised by thesuddeo 
incitement, flew off instaatly, and, as if he had wings to 
his feet^ oarried the King to his royal palaoe, where he 
anived foUowed by the few who had been aUe to overtake 
him; and soarody was he in safety there, ere the bosom of 
the aocumulated douds borst, and a tremendously heavy 
lain feU over thoøe troopa of courtiers and warriors. 

Cardinal Brissoaettob to whom it appeared that his 
dignil^ would not permit him to ride full gallop after 
fhe monaroh like a young officer, took refUge in a 
church. The eonftision was spr«id everywhere, and 
benoe the ahook of the horses— the cries of those against 
whom th^ ran—^he dread of others who saw them- 
MtTBB threatened by those lines of cavalry, whioh partly 
tiuoogh duty and partly to escape the rain, fled im- 
petuously throush the streets, in those days too narrow, 
(dianged into mouming, a scene firom which an entirely 
difiéirent ^foct had been hoped. And the fury of the 
tempest did not abote until towards nigfatfall ; thus bereav- 
ing of aU hope of the tournament, those who had beén 
flo eoger for this speotade. Thus were ixgured the Yarioua 
triomphal arohes whioh had been erected withapomp 
unknown until that day. Thus were spoiled and rendered 
useless, inunense and oostly preparations for abrilliant 
illumination whioh was to have taken plaoe in the eveninpr, 
in order to oelebrate the solemnity of that day. 

l%øn superstition resumed all her rights, and multi- 
plied her predictions and terrors. The heavens had 
evidently disapproved this formal aot of foreign usurpa- 
tion. The Frenoh must indubitably be driven from that 
kingdom whioh they had taken from its legitimate sove* 
reigna. Thus were the pride and boldness of Ferdinand's 
partians encreased, and the ooura^ of thsax ^"ivciMCNSfi. 
diminiihed. Thus were* f»*ttmvdftv^'9^s^\$yt^^Qi^^^^^(^^ 
wearøMbont to relate. 



Chaptéb XXIII. 

Bcaroely had the monaroh of Franoe abandoned the 
Bhores of Sebetus, ere oouriers disguised^were^ by the iact- 
tion which agitated the return of Ferdinand, sent off with 
this newB. Some to the army of the allied troops towards 
Flaoenza» others to Ferdinand himself in Messina^ and 
•orne to the Asylum of faith. The first of the messongen 
who arrived at the last mentioned camp, (sinoe we must 
obaenre that for the greater oaution several were dispatchr 
ed to the same plaoes but by different roads), was per- 
oeived from the top of the mountain at the very moment 
in which Prince Frederic was preparing to quit this valley 
followed by his faithM Demetrius, to rejoin the army of 
Gonzales da Cordova. 

The night was now at hånd, the horses saddled, and the 
Prince surrounded by these brave men was exohanging 
friendly adieus with them, when the signal was seen on the 
crest of the mountain towards the north. As in this re- 
Btrictcd sphore, the slightest thing is an event, so they all 
flocked to the bpot to meet the messenger, who oould 
scarcely speak, so weary and exhausted was he afber his 
rapid and toilsome joumey. Nevertheless questions were 
multiplied. 

From whenoe do you oome ? What news do you bring? 
and it was not without difficulty that the latter oould at 
iøagtii azolauii— 



" I swear by IHaiia ; let me bresthe-^yeB, braathe,* but 
speak, say, andour Conriar throwing his miller's white 
cap in the air, oried out with all the breath he had 
in his langs—** I swear to Diana^ long Ufe to us ! Charlæ 
has set off again for Pranoe." 

At these words the tumult beoame general. Forgetftil 
that their seourity depended on their keeping themselves 
unknown, and conoealed, it was not possible to restrain a 
frantio joy whioh might beoome fiitaL 

" Charles has set out for Franoe again,** they oried 
^ Charles flies!—" 

In faet this news proved to these poor ezilee so Tsry 
important, that it was diffioult to prevent them from mao- 
ifesting all the joy they felt. They were intoxioated with 
the idea of perhaps soon being able to return to their own 
hearths, at this time oocupied by pow^rfhl enemies— some 
to see their mves again, some their children, and some 
even the walls and stones of their oountry; to ae exile, 
these very walls and stones are objeots both dear and pre- 
mons. The lively imaginations of some of them, seoonding 
the impulses of native enthusiasm, broke forth into songs, 
which improvised at the moment and adapted to suitable 
inu8ic,pos9ed quickly trom mouth to mouth,and imprinted 
themselves on the memory with the same fiicility that a 
finger impresses itself on a pieoe of sofb wax ; thus singing 
and rejoioing, they arrived before the Prinoe,who before 
he opened the packet oonsigned to him by the Miller of St. 
Germano, hastily reoommended to them, quiet, and si- 
lence if they wished not to be disoovered before they 
«ould derive profit from this important news. 

But ihe multitude never refleot, and they were not 
aware in faet that their position was not yet muoh im» 
proved, and that there still remaiiifidd»u^5c%\f^ ^cysctssstfA^ 
armiaf to desttoy, huaiåfmA if^^^s^&^vsAx^^stet^^'^s^^^^ 
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«nd obstadet to oYeroome, obstades whidi 

ny the intestine divisions of a people at the time ih/of ait 

invaded hy a foreign foroe. Wherefore in spite of the en- 

treaties of Prince Frederio and tiie more jodieioiM^ tfae 

night was passed in patriotic songs and mutual oongrat«- 

lations. 

These oircamstanoes made the Prince tour kat mteDH 
genoe of this aaylum should reach the eaia of the Freneh; 
and eager on the otiier hånd to efEéct hia union inik 
Gonzales da Oordova^ he determined to deoamp as aooii 
as pcssible and hasten towards Seminarato jointhemain 
part of thearmy, sooh havingbeen the preventiTe anange- 
mentSythat, as soon as the garrison of Naples waaleaaeoed 
hy the departure of Charles, Ferdinand should moY^tnm 
Messina to Beggio, and that Gonzales with his troops 
should set forward towards the oapitaL When thQrelbi% 
the first impetus of joy had given phuse to refleclioQ,oa]m 
retumedto set before them all the neoessitf there was toi 
making tiieir preparations for departure very quietly ; and 
the embarrasments anddangersof rather alongjoumey 
in the midst of a country occupied by enemies^ gave (bod 
for thought even to those who had shown themselyes the 
most boldly inolined. Neither would this retreat hate 
been of itself very difficult had it been made sokly by a 
troop of valiant men to whom the narrowest paths of 
these mountains were known ; but what rendered'it swk 
was, the women, some ohildren, and five or six old men, 
who had inoonsiderately removed fJN>m Naples on the first 
arrival of the Frenoh, to foUow their husbands, their fa- 
thers, and their sons. The few youths who had neither 
parent nor wife there, proposed to leave this useless train 
behindy but the suggestion awoke endless lamentations 
and anger against those whose lips this proposition had 
tfjfTimfititwilj finnimi^t %r\^ rn '^rV'^ *^ ^^*^^ \rr^, th^ 
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were obliged to nj that it had only been a joke, lo greatly 
bad the women tkken it to heart. 

The4ei>artureofaU, being thns detennined upon, the 
I tøntswere refolded,and a general reviewmade hy the 
Prince, in order to arrange the maroh so that it might 
prove leaet perilous and inoommodious. The well-anned 
møn in a state to oombat, amounted to cdxty-foar. There 
were twentyHhree womoi, and fonrteen or fifteen old men 
and children. They had with them, abont forty horses 
and some kmg and narrow sledges, oonstmoted on purpose 
to oonvey the baggage over these narrow roads. It was then 
■ettled that twélve or fourteen horses should be employed 
Ibr the carriage of.the instruments of war, of the women, 
aodd of the old men and ohildren ; and as guard over whom, 
tweWe well-armed men should remain in otåier to prevent 
aoddents by the way. 

The remaining horses were distnbutad to as many Ga- 
ndiers,who were by tums to pneoMlHiie Tanguard of the 
eonToy and esoort the rear. The remainder on foot were 
to traterse the bye-paths and were to aot as pioneers. 

ThingB being thus arranged, four men were immediately 
dispaldied, to whom was oonfided the offioe of advanoing 
and receding altemately as they should find the road 
firee— Bemetrius was amongst the latter. 

The next morning at dawn of day, the maroh oom* 
mønced, at first with the confosion inseparable firom such 
oiroumstances; but by degrees regularity suooeeding^every 
thing went on in order. 

Hannibal Triyulzio aooompanied the Prinoe in the Tan- 
gnard ; and Lndovico on horsebaok commanded the troop 
in tiie rear. This arrangement did not at first much suit 
the taste of the old Warrior, beoause he thoug^it the post 
had been oonfided to him as being one of the Im^ ^assstr 
rouø; -bat tiden judc^ tb&t \i Vb T«B9l\i ^«i^ v^^ ^i^ 
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kmg as they wereengaged mthesepttBee, it woold beooma 
ODe of the most important as soon as they should eioerge 
from tbem, he took the part assigned him aad oommenoed 
a oonversatioa with the ladies, many of whom were moro 
than handsome, and seated on the long sledges, they look« 
ed scmiewhat Uke the suttiers who generally foUow in the 
wake of the army. 

Among these was his lovely ward, and his predelictio& 
fbr this unhappy damsel, had inoreased to suoh » degrec^ 
that he felt quiteproud inseeingher under his inunediate 
protection. 

"Behold me tiien,"— said he, ridingby the side of the 
sledges when the road permitted him, or closely foUowiag 
them when the path was too narrow^** behold me theo, 
appointed to take care of the women like a eunuoh on 
guard over a seraglio. A fine employment for a geners! 
oommandant." 

*' It appears to me>^j»8ral Trivulzio/' r^lied a lady, to 
whom forty-five years of age gave a right to speak with 
some freedom— " It appears to me that this employment 
eannot prove unpleesant to you, unless you are much 
ohanged from what you formerly were. When I knew 
you fc|r the first time, ten years ago — " 

" Ten years ago," repUed Trivulzio, " Lady, you mean te 
say in 1475, the year of the jubilee, and that is now twenty 
years since. If you remember, it was in Jftome, at the 
banqQet given on the weddin^r of Giovani della Bovere, 
the nephew of Sixtus the fourth, with the daughter of 
Frederio di Montefeltro. You were seated near me, and 
then, young and blooming as a rose. What fine timea^ 
Marchesa !— what fine times ! Body o' Satan ! bul you 
had then been a widow about five or six years ; and I 
remember that I had had the Inck to luse my wIjGb, and 
åbat I jNTOfoøed thece, ou \Jbft «fio^ Vi macry you. But^ 
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$ fortunately, you- replied that you wished to think about 
i it a little, and I thought about it too, all that night, and 
I tlie n6Kt morning — so true is it that night is the mother 
of good counsel— the next morning we had changed our 
minds. You then quitted Borne, to foUow your uncle^ 
Salviati * to Florence, where he was nominated Arch- 
bishop of Pisa. Excuse me, Marchesa, I remind you of 
sad events ; nevertheless—but I see that I have made you 
melancholy. Let us talk of something else." 

The Marchesa^ little satisfied with the chronological 
memory of Thvulzio, affected great sorrow for the mis- 
fortune of her uncle, and condemned herself to silence. 
The commandant then tumed to two young girls, married 
only a few months before, and who had followed their 
oonsorts to this exile. These ladies oould not fear the 
reminiscenoes of twenty years back; wherefore they 
oheerfully welcomed the old warrior, in the hope of his 
removing the fears of which they eoold not entirely divest 
themselves among ihese mountains. Between these two 
young ladies sat Lucilla, timid as the violet which strives 
to conoeal itself amid the grass, and beautiful as the 
ohaste Venus. Trivulzio then addressing himself tothem, 
said: — 

How does this mode of travelling suit you, my lovely 
young ladies ; doubt]ess, you must find it very unpleasant. 
Nevertheless, you form, altogether, a group acoustomed 
to discomforts. You, my little Marchesa Savelli, have 
often heard the sound of a cannonade, since, unless I am 
deoeived, you were at Velletri with your father when 
Boberto Malatesta, and Giaoomo Piocinino attacked the 
Duke of Calabria, at Campomorto, and you were obliged 
to take refiige at Cosenza after that memorable battle ; 

* Salviati, archbishop of Pisa, one of the pn.tvci^«X. ^j^Xax^ \xvS:^^ 
plot of the Piazxa, was hiing by l\v« Qtoik^«is»i\x.t«,V£bAA^^'^»x.^«s^ 
be&rer) of Florence Cæsar Petrucci. 

38 
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and you. Lady Bianca Yanoai, yoa were stiU in kmf pøt* 
tiooatey when your oonmn, T^nnpagnapo, fireed MOan tnm 
that son of Beelzebab, a tme monster in fleeh and bone^ 
Galeazzo Sfona. Ton do not remrønber it, nor indeed 
can you, sinoe you were then but asuokling; yet mn 
they obliged to take you some fine rounds in order l» 
withdraw you from the partisans, the brethien and tlM 
widow of Galeazzo the Good, of SaToy. Tfaeir yengeanoe 
would have extended even to infimts. Poor Bianca I 
happy was it kir you that you were earried to Napleø^ 
where you found an asylum and proteotion. Of my ward 
I will not speak. Tell me, Luaill% haye yoa noi related 
your story to these kdies ?" 

" You know, my lord," leplied LudUa, casting dowB 
the lids of her large black eyes, ** you know if my story ba 
of a kind which deserves rdating to persons in the Bfiban 
of these ladies." 

*'And why not?" resumed Triyulzio " NeyertbeleBfl^ 
you are right ! I am aware that this moment is not ons 
of the most opportune for it. Now, is not the time to 
talk of melancholy events : when dangers threaten the 
body, we ought to exhilarate the mind, in order to repel 
them with courage : cheer up then, cheer up 1" 

Then suddenly leaving the women, Trivulzio retumed 
to the troop which he had under his command; and 
speaking to these of battles fought^ and to thoee of woundi 
received by their forefathers, he laried to strengthen their 
resolution to show themselves the true desoendants of 
their ancestors when an opportunity should offer. And 
it seemed as if one, would not long be waited for. 

The troop in the vanguard proceeded very quietly. 
Guided by the Prince, naturally cautious and tadturn, 
and aooompanied by Hannibal, whose mind was oooupied 
bjr tender thoughtA ; ihfi Naii!GiiUtt4««a ^r« said« prooeeded 



akntly and with oironmspeofion. True it is, however, 
that their post required the greatest oaution ; beoause 
they might incar the nsk of meeting with enemies con- 
oealed among the bushes, while the rear gaard thought it 
might with impunity believe itself safe until those who 
preoeded it shonld give the signal of alarm. In thls way 
they proceeded for about six hours, after whioh, being 
about to enter a narrow and diffioult pass, where two 
horses oould scarody go abreast, and where the sledgeø 
would be in danger of an OYertum, they resolved on a halt 
of two hours, and determined then all to advanoe on foot^ 
not 80 mnoh to relieve the horses, as to prevent any awk- 
ward accident. They then began to warm themselves 
and to rest, in order to aoquire breath and yigour for 
the remainder of the way. 

While thus engaged it seemed, to some of the party, that 
they oaught ocoasional glimpses of persons upon a height 
at some little distance, and shadowed by thick and thomy 
bnunbles, who were observing the camp. Bul as fh)m 
time to time, they had met some shepherds, who had their 
abode amongst these inhospitable mountains, they sup- 
poeed them people firom the enyirons, impelled to observe 
them through curiosity, and to keep themselves ooncealed 
tiirough fear. In this supposition they neglected to send 
soouts to asoertain their quality and number; and the 
mcHre so, aa the oonvoy was not to pass by this part, but^ 
on the contrary had lefb it about half a mile behind. 

After a sufficient repose they plunged into this gully, 
not withont first having had one part of it explored iy 
the youth, Bemetrius, and his companions, to whom this 
offioe had been confided. The road becoming eztremely 
diffioult^ anziety enoreased, chiefly in the women, and 
partioularly as night drew near. The tosiv ^\v<^NS3t- 
afled tbe ånlk hones, supporML \iIlq ^o^ig^ \&. ^dos^ xosy 
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rowest parts, and picked them up when thøy were oyenet, 
so that the vanguard alone stood on the defensiye. They 
were thus occupied, and predsely in one of the narrowest 
puts of the i)ass, flanked on hoth sides by mountains 
which rose several faet above the level of the rood^ so that 
the horses, coupled two and two, could not proceed further, 
and the sledges, although yery narrow, took up the whole 
breadth of the road. G^iey were obliged, therefore, to 
advance by attaching the horses in a file; and even in 
this mode the passage was so narrow that those who were 
in front could not absolutely communicate with those 
who followed the cars without dismounting. Suddenly 
a troop of French rushed impetuously from some tbom 
bushes upon the Arn^onese, some with muskets aimed, 
and some with extended bows. 

" Surrender all," they cried ; ''surrender all, or ye aie 
dead mon/' 

Surprised at this unexpected attack from a band AiUy 
armed, the party knew not to what they should have re- 
oourse* since some had their carbines and their pistols on 
their horses, and others their swords in their scabbards, 
and it was impossible for them to reoeive succour from 
their comrades ; who, although only a few paces distanoe» 
could not aid them, on account of the narrowness of the 
pass above described. The affrighted women uttered 
shrieks of fear and despair, and the children olung to the 
knees of tho persons nearcst to them. 

Ludovico Trivulzio, soon recovorod from his surprise, 
which » in faet, only lastod a moment, during which the 
events we have described took place; and scarcely had 
the French repeated the word "Surrender ! " ere he drew 
the pistols which he had in his girdle, and fired one at 
tho man uearest to liim. The ball struck his enemy on 
tbe /oropart of liie t^liould^t, 'omd he fell to tho earth. 
JEnoouroiSod by Ibis acl,\AiQ ^\\xvix^ ^x^^^^Vi\aai^«^ft\a& 



example— but time failed them — sinoe the Frenoh oooupy- 
ing the highest ground, and profiting by the superiority 
of their situation and by the surprise, leaped upon them ; 
aud by overthrowing some, and threatening others, soon 
rendered anyresistance impossible. 

Ludovico Trivulzio, direoted his second fire to another 
adversary, but at the same moment an enormous stone 
fell on the back of his head and laid him senseless and 
half dead on the ground. 

Having thus got rid of one who oould cheer on all the 
others to the defenoe, it was not diffioult for a few of these 
French to thrust back their adversaries, by the same way 
through which they came ; while with the intention of 
separating them from their oompanions, others attacked 
the Yanguard, which now opening a way between the 
baggage and the sledges, came to the succour of its Mends. 

But the struggle was too unequal. The entrance to the 
path was very narrow; one part of the French kept 
possession of the height^ and the Prince perceived that to 
resist would be very difficult, and that there remained to 
them no other way of escape, than that of prooeeding in 
haste, trying to gain space, and ascend the lateral crests of 
the mountains, in order to fight with a greater degree of 
equality. All their care, therefore, was directed to this 
end, which it would be difficult to attain, beoause they 
were obliged to retreat in a file, one by one, and followed 
by enemies whom they were unable to wound or assault. 
But four arrows suddenly wlustled in the ears of the 
assailantB, and three of these hit their marks so well, 
that surprised in their tum to see themselves attacked 
without knowing firom whence, or by whom, they stopped 
suddenly. 

The youthDemetrius who as we said, preoededthe qcvcl- 
voy with three soouts, onhesriiigttit «i ^\asL<[2i& vGA.\)r^c^3B^ 
ium tiw ZBiuket shots, balted iox ^ mwnisi^ ^^ini^^Xi^^^f^i^^^ ^ j 



pamonfl ; thøn histily winding thøir way nmnd tbebiie 
of the moimtain they skirted the road they had tlmdy 
traTened : and øeeing ai a distanoe the enemy iwaapiiig 
down their troop, they oautioaaly took their stand behind 
a group of large oaks, and aaluted them with the volkf 
above mentioned : whilst the Frenoh looked aronnd with 
aitonishment, a aeoond flight of anoiwB showed the poiiil 
flrom whenoe they came, and they answered it imiTHi<^i»taly 
with MYeral discharges of muaketry ; bat the arohén weie 
too well ensoonced behind the trees which protected then 
to reoeiTe any ii^ury Meanwhile the Prinoe and Han- 
nibal with some oompanionS) tiiroag^ this diyersion in 
their fiiTor, soooeeded in gaining room and asoended the 
oppositecrest; then the affiray beganto be more ecpnl 
and by degrees unfovonrable to the Frenoh, becaase De* 
metrius and his three oomrades disharged their arrowi 
with impunity and almoet always hit the mark. On tiia 
other hånd Don Frederio and Hannibal with their troop 
had oontrived to scatter themselyes, and beingat length 
in a position where it was impossible to aasail them en 
masse, they aoquired a oonsiderable advantage. 

The Frenoh were not slow in peroeiving that they had 
entirely lost their superiority, and threatened on seYeral 
sides, they retreated in order, after their prisoners, whom 
they had already placed in security. The grief of the 
Prinoe was not slight, when he beheld himself out off trom 
his party and particularly from Trivulzio, who, half dead 
as he was, had been oarried o£^ with the other prisoners. 

But Hannibal above all was grievously afflioted. Be- 
sides the loss of his father, of whose ezaot fiftte he was 
ignorant^ (sinæ he knewthat he had been wounded, 
though neither in what way, nor by what weapon) he was 
in despair about Lucilla. 
JSjb ånt (hought waa to gaWop aSXet \aa\xws^^v(Niitnr 

^reewa tbeiuiwns^vag pmon«»,«DA^>^ ^to» ^•KMWfc 
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on his men he made them follow him. Alreadjr 
uted, they began to retreat to the Yalley beneath, 
uf^ this projeotwas known to be more than 
it, nevertheless as almost every one liad loøt 
son dear to him, so, unmindful of danger, they 
lingly to enoounter it. But they had øoaræly 
o hundred steps, ere firom two opposite sides, 
advancing to meet them, a great number of 
'ho wamed by their friends, followed on their 

Boution of their enterprise then became impoBsi« 
o proceed only a hundred steps, was to ezpoee 
)B to a certain death, without any hope of obtain- 
Least advantage. Then the Prince using hia 
, restrained this rash group, and obliged them to 
id in good order, partioularly as night began to 
)r brown mantle over the tops of the mountains. 
ug from the beaten path, and having now neither 
lor women, they gained the eminence, interseoted 
by young sprigs, brambles and thick and low 
!rom this point they could oYerlook all the roads 
Te the movements of the enemy, as well as de- 
iselveswith advantage in case they were attaoked: 
light retire by different paths, should they deem 
ididous to adopt this plan. 
iiad already been set in for three hours^ when 
led the top of this height, on which a plain of 
ree hundred metres oirouit, served {or a camp. 
ey took their repose in silenoe, after having 
3re and there on the margin of the mountain, 
itinels to watch over their seourily. This night 
lancholy one for these wretohed beings. With* 
, without provisions, and a prey V> ^ge^ftt«tKst^OQi!^ 
7 had nndergone, and \i)[ud d»!a%i&T^^dQa^tK£cc^:»Efi^ 
fbir oould taste the sw^^U ^ t^^flOKo^^^^'''^ 
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Not less deplorable waa the situation of the unbaiipy 
prisoners. Driven baok in haste towards Bisignano, • 
small city sitnated on a hill, they gave themselyes up to 
all the horrors of despair, although they had been treftted 
with as much kindness and attention, as was compatible 
with the haste which first urged on the steps of their 
keepers, a haste which diminished in proportion as the 
dnnger of heing attaoked by another Arragonese troop 
lost its probability. 

Ludovico Trivulzio had been placed on a hand-barrow 
and still in a senseless state, was carried off, thanks first 
to the kind care of his friends, and then to those of the 
Frenoh officer, who having heard the nature of his 
wound, believed it his duty to give all the aid required to 
recall hlm to life. The hapless Luoilla had travelied the 
whole way on foot, always by the side of Ludovioo, sup- 
porting his head, bathing it with her tears, and praying 
the French officer to allow them to stop, tbat suooour 
might not arrive too late, and soaroely had the latter 
reoeived the opinion of his troop, that they were no 
longer in danger of being rejoined by the Arragonese» 
ere he had the complaisance to grant half an hour^s rest, 
whioh time was employed in examining the wound. 
'^Itbough they had no person t\iftt^^cKV^\si\Js3kfexasAisal 
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art, yet it was disooYered that there wbs no extemal 
injury of great consequenoe, and it was also belieyedf 
that the oounter-blow alone, had produoed aoonoossion of 
tha brain, which was the immediate oause of this stupor. 
But no relief could then be given to Trivulzio, where- 
fore they judged it more ezpedient to prooeed in haste to 
Bisignano, where they arrived after several hours labou- 
rious travelling. There, the men were shut up in a 
church changed into quarters for them, and the women 
in a monastery of bare-footed Augustine nuns, where 
in spite of the rules of the order, Trivulzio was plaoed 
in a separate apartment. Foor Lucilla, while weeping and 
sobbing, entreated permission to attend on her father, for 
1^ this name she was accustomed to oall him; and permis« 
sion was without difficulty granted to her by the ofEioer in 
oommand, ayouth whose brilliant valour and prudent 
oourage, were quite equalled by his kindness of heart and 
generosity. Two surgeons were immediately summoned, 
that they might give to the i^oundallthe suoooursof their 
art; and as they ascertained that there was no other in- 
jury, save that given by the severe shock to the brain, they 
blad their patient several times, and ordered oold fomen- 
ttttions to the head, whioh were applied and oontinued 
fbr several hours by the amiable Luoilla, who ftilfilled the 
duties of a nurse, with all the solioitude or rather the 
affeotionate anziety of a tender daughter towards her 
fKther, or that of a maiden to her lover. Twenty hours 
passed thus, without the patient reviving so as to give any 
bopes of his life. Afber this space of time, and thanks to 
1^ inde&tigable care of his attendants, he began to open 
his eyes, and although he oast them with a stupid indiffer- 
ence on the objects whioh surrounded him, the purest 
joy shone in the faoe of the affeotionate LulCaU^ ^ ^^cisk 
mght Bhe bent over Idm and. '9\aoai<& V^t tns^ \a!&^ 
<9 



lightly on the top of his head, with the kft ahe aapporfced 
herself on the side of the bed. She would fiun have 
spoken and said a thousand things, but the strength of 
her emotion nearly suffocated her. Besides^ silence bad 
bcen reconimended to her, and this reoommendation 
struggled with the wish to hasten a word from the hps of 
the sick man. Two of the nuns stood nt the foot of the 
bed, with a monastic resignation which formed a Bingulftr 
oontrast to the eagemess and anxiety of Ludlla. 

Ludovioo fixed his eyes first on the bystanders, like a 
person who gazes on an object without peroeiving it; bis 
ideas confUsed and wandering, had great difficulty ia 
re-arranging themsdves, and when they began to oollect 
with some degree of regularity, the strange dress of those 
women whom he saw at the foot of his bed kept him in a 
state of doubt, like a man who knows not whether he is 
awake or dreaming. The nuns had on, a species of hght 
blue Spanish doak, somewhat similar to our modem 
domino : it descended from the neck to the heel, and was 
bound round the loins by a broad band the same oolor as 
the cloak ; it had two very wide sleeves, not unlike those 
of our magisterial robes : the head and face were oon- 
æaled in a large capuch or hood, and under the same 
there escaped from the side over the shoulders and 
down half of the body, two white wings, in small plaitSi 
which gave to the physiognomy a certain air of slyness or 
hypoorisy. A golden crucifix hanging from a ribbon the 
same color as the dress, gave the last touoh to this habili- 
ment. 

After having stared at them for some time, Trivulzio 

looked at Lucilla, and his eyes acquired a degree of 

vivacity which shewed that he recognized her : then he 

cast them on the objects which surrounded him. JÉLe was 

•uz a bed with curtains stcV]^ "»V^ati xqra ^»^Vm:^ which 
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led on tbe right hånd to interoept the tig}it from 
cidow, whioh might have proyed ixjurioos had it 
■ectly on his eyes. The wall opposite to him was 
with a very large picture, over whioh waø ex- 
green ourtain to proteot it from l^e dusi On 
hånd was a small table oovered with a white 
m whioh were seen besides the artioles necessary 
aedioal treatment of an invalid, a small vessel of 
nr and a sprinkler. 

o* Fluto ! " was the flrst sentenoe that issued 
mlzio's lips, after having oontemplated all these 
^t which rather nnohristian ezolamation sisters 
da and Martha^ made the sign of the cross, but 
astened to interrupt the oonrse of these ideas, 
ippropriate to the sanctity of the plaoe, nor the 
of monastio ears, by saying in the most affeo- 
me: 

yourself my fether, and tell me how you feel P " 
I feel P Bnt where am I P You are Luoilla^ 
!i are those two phantoms doing thereP and ^ho 
that long cortain." 

Kther, I am Imoilla^ your daughter, yonr ward, 
of yon to be silent and remain perfectly quiet." 
! why how oan I move P but who is behind that 
" and 80 saying, Trivulzio appeared as if he 
> make an effort to raise his head. '*0h! Oh!" 
1 he, "who is pulling me by the hairP Luoilla 
) who that is, behind there." 
eaven's sake my lord," sofbly replied she, placing 
on his lips, "for heaven's sake be qniet." Then 
bo the two nuns, " will you " said she, "will 
the kindness to close the bed ourtains." When 
done, the siok man, whoaeidm&YaA.VM6CLNiBn& 



and on being told of his kind of momentary 
they åiew from it a happy aagnry, impnting thc 
of his speech to the sadden impression made by 
entirely new and different trom those to whiél 
had been aocustomed, upon nerves which had i 
sevore a shook, and this state of somnolenoe, th 
rather a tranquil sleep, flrom whioh they ho 
advantage would be deriyed; having therefon 
little more blood trom their invalid, they limii 
selves to reoommending, besides the continuatL 
applioations to the head, perfect silence, and tfa 
of all those objects which might strike his in 
too forcibly. They then ordered a composing 
which the patient was to take some spoonftds 
he awoke again. To Lucilla was ezclusively oo 
Office of nurse, as a person known by, and ag 
Trivulzio. l^e curtains of the bed were kc 
drawn, and the two nuns remained silently in c 
of the room, from whence they could not be » 
invalid, even supposing he should wake, and ij 
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Grime, and wfaom ior a long tiine you béliøredjroiir 

r; obliged to assist at the rights of yarious reUfl^onB, 
»tti knowing ezaotly which was your own, threatened 
a dagger by him who was doubUess the oause of yoor 
nnhappy fate ; then withdrawn almost miraouloualy 
bb clatche6,but without support, without the gooda of 
aei, without parents or relations, dependant on the 
txdty of two men, by one of whom you are adored, 
ught for this very reason to keep at a diitanæ from 
tlie other your sole reftige now almoet dying under 

eyes " Miserable Lucilla" tacitly ezolaimed this 

Wd one, '* the wretohed sport of an untoward late ! 

t will beoome of me ? What will beome of him? of 

who although through feelings of deiksacy, he resigns 
> the guardianship of his father, yet watdies with the 
ieøt oare over my person : of him, who sees me led 
to pnson without being able to afiford me the aid 
I powerful arm. Ah I who knows if an arrowdireot- 
• the trembling hånd of the lowest of his assailants 
ot pieroed that generous breest ! What will beoome 
V what will beoome of him? Who wUl snooour us P 
liile she mentaUy gave herself up tD- thesemoumiul 
(tions, her eyes fell on an ivory oruGifix which was 
nded from the bed of the siok man. She remained 
moments oontemplating this. Then the innocent 
xtending her hånd towards it said, " Ah, yes ! I feél 
lod watches over his creature ! and the adversity 
1 it has pleased him to impoee upon me, is the touoh- 
, by which he would proYe my virtue^ and my con- 

iiile she reasoned thus with herself two showers of . 
innundated her beautiM oheeks; nor would she 
thought of restraining them, had not amo^^xs^siok^l 
atiea^aadaioDg sigh reoaUe^lDAt ^iij^'Q^kEiOu 
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Imdovico re-opened his eyes, but this time th^ had no 
longer the bewildered expression with which he had be- 
fore fixed them on the surrounding objeots. 

Lucilla rose and hastily drying her tears, i^proacfaed 
neerer, looking at him with affectionate anxiety. 

*'Xiucilla^" said he '* Where are we? What has bi^- 
pened? Where is Hannibal? Where is the Prinæp 
Where? " 

" Ah my Lord" replied she " You shall know all, but I 
prayyou for the present to remain silent, you haye been 
serørely wounded in the head andyour health depends 
on your repose, on your still renouncing for a short time 
an taUdng/' 

^ I seem to have reoeived a teifrible blow on the xu^m 

ofmy neck and truly my head feels as empty asa 

water melon but unless I mistake we were then on thtf 
moimtains and now what plaoe is this ?" 

" I oould have no greater oonsolation than in satisiying 
your ouriosity entirely, by narrating to you whatever you 
may wish to know: but stay, wait yet awhile-rlet us 
allow your brain to beoome a Httle more settled." 

** What ! Has i^ bnun been affected— am I mad 9^ 

** No, no, you have never been out of your senses, but 
you have had a severe concussion, and the surgeons are of 
opinion that you require the greatest quiet, and i)erfeot 
silenoe, in order to regain your health quiokly." 

" The surgeons ? What surgeons, and where are they ?* 

Here Lucilla seeing that every word becraie to him a 
matter of oommentary or interrogatidn, thought it would 
be better briefly to narrate all that had occurred : this she 
did with all the cirumspection most adapted to diminish 
in him, the pain of being separated from his son and the 
FhnoG, and his regret at finding himself a prisener ; when 
sbe had ^nished, Ludoiieo mma^&fi^ v\j9(A isst aom* bio* 
møata, fle (hen reBumed. 
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« And thegr haye permitted you have they my dear, to be 
my nurse?" 

" Tes my father : but for this^ I should have died of 
griet And in my misfortune I have not been entirély 
deprived of consolation sinæ I am enabled to proye of 
Bome use to you." 

Ludovico slowly drew his hånd from under the clothea 
and taking that of Lucilla^ which was eagerly eztended 
tbhim, — ** Good affectionate girl" said he, and he remained 
looldng at her with the most tender complaoenoe. 

'* Now my dear father" oontinued the latter, still keep« 
ing her hånd in that of Ludovioo. Now that you nearly 
know all that you wish, I must beg you to be quiet and 
take aome spoonsful^. of this soothing portion." 

** From your hånds lovely girl I oould take even arsenio 
nnoe passing through them, it would loose its dead]y pro- 
perties." 

Trivuhno swallowed the draught, then tuming uphia 
nose, and making a wry face, like a person greatly di^gust- 
ed— " One must confess," said he *' that the doctors who 
order such nasty stuff are all alike, be they Italians or 
Frenohmen. What a horrid taste 1 pob ! medecines are 
worse than maladies, poh ! I will have no more of it." 

"{Passing then, even through my hånds" replied Luoilla 
sportiyely " It has not beoome palatable." 

" No, no, ezcuse me ! you can make even gall or worm- 

wood sweet, but suoh savoury messes as this 1 howeyer, 

now it is oYer : I have swallowed it, and good night." 

" Be silent then and try to sleep, I shall withdraw in 
order not to tempt you to speak : but if you want any 
thing, remember I am dose here with these good nuns." 

*'Nuns! you have not yet told me that there were any 
nuns here— Where are they?" 

*' Hei^ herø tbey tue" said Luc^[Wa»\uM^ qs^krssi^'^ka 
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oarteiBstttliebolioiiiof thebed, "do nol dutuib yonr- 

''Ladies,'' stid TriTolno, "pardon me. I return yoa 
thanki for all your kindnefls. Luoilla,! aaw in my dream 
two phantoms greatly reøembling theøe good ladies !" 

"No, dear fiither," replied Lucilla— "you were not 
dreaming— you saw them in reali(>y; bat your head still 
weak, oould not distinguish under tfais garb, persons whom 
you had not previously behold." 

" You are right Lucilla; sinoe I think I also obsorved 
this curtain, whioh, unless I am miBtoken^ proteots some 
piotnre." 

Luoilla^ here determined, at all oosts, to out short tilis 
disoourse, re-olosed the eurtains, and thus enforoing silenoe 
on Trivulsio, retired on tip-toe. It was now night^ and 
the obsourity beooming deeper, and 6he quiet more per- 
feot, he, in spite of the events narrated to him by Luoillik 
whioh had at first rather kept him awake, ended by 
fUling into a profound slumber. 



CflAPTBE XXV. 



Bre day began to dawn, Prince Frédéric and his foUow- 
rs, haying made a survey of the surrounding country, 
yAeAly abandoned the plain whioh had Berved them as 
n a^lum, and plunging into the most dangerous paths, 
fi^idrew Arom the researches of their enemies, who, un- 
oonstomed to these roads^ and fearftil of falling in with 
orne amboscade, dared not penetrate these passes in 
rbich the Arragonese^ unless by surprise, would haye 
«en with difficulty oyercome;--ftnd firom suriMrises they 
rere guaranteed for some time, by the affiray of the pre- 
eding evening. On the other hånd the news which 
eached Naples from all parts of the kingdom, was of a 
lature to render the French cautious. 

Ferdinand and Gtonzales di Gordova had attacked Beg- 
;io ; and the Reggionese fturtively opening one of their 
ates, facilitated to them the oapture of their city. They 
hen tumed th^r attention to the re-taking of the Bock hy 
:>rce, and sucoeeded in their design three days afterv^ards. 
Ls soon as they had gained this first point d' appui, they 
iispatched couriers to Prince Frederic, that he might use 
▼ery effort to join them with his few faithful foUowers. 
lieanwhile D*Obigni lia^tily collected the armed men 
rho remained on guard in€alabria, aud lvaatA\i<^^'asfif^ 

bø NønpoUtAu Monaroh and bia QOTitQdL«t%\A\V^^in ^ 
40 i 
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join bttttle ere the anny of the former already formidable, 
should, by advancing forther into the interior, greatly in- 
crease the number of its partizans. 

One of the messengers sent to Frinoe Frederio, obliged 
to stray amongst the mountains met him by chance the 
second day of his toilsome route amid theøe ^fficult passes 
and steep rocks. The news of the taking of Beggio« reviv- 
ed the courage ahready nearly exhausted of his fiuthM 
companions, whose sole endeavours were now directed to 
rcijoin the main army, whioh aocording to the arrange- 
ments deseribed by the mesøenger, must be on its way to 
Seminara. 

After siz more days fotiguing joumey oyer those steeip 
rocky roads, they were all nearly fSUling prisoners to the 
Tanguard of lyObigini's army ; and to night alone, were 
they indebted for their safety, sinoe protected by the dark- 
ness, they were enabled to gain the fiunous forest of 
AgiU»cle, near Yalenza^ and the nezt morning having 
passedbeyondMonteleone, SanPietro and Seminara^where 
there were numerous ruins of the ancient Tauriano, they 
penetrated into the forest of Solano, in which was enoamp- 
ed, the vanguard of Ebrdinand and Gtonzales* army. 
Ferdinand's joy was great on again b^g able to embraoe 
his unde, and the reception given to his foUowers, was 
quite equal to their expectations. 

Sinoerely did the Monaroh grieve for the loss of Ludo- 
Tico Triyulzio ; and to shew the esteem in which he held 
this brave man, he loaded his son Hannibal with favors, 
promoung him to the rank of Colonel. 

Even the youth Demetrius would have obtained the 

rank of Captain, if his almost infantine age had not in- 

terposed an obstacleto this arrangement which might 

have rendered the oV^ o^ceta ^aacovi^wtied^who would 

feel hurt at the idea ot "be>m^ c»TXfla3Na^^\»i ^\5«^. ^^ 
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judged it therefore better to keep him for the present as 
the Frinoe's aid-de-camp, deoorating him, however, with 
the order of the brave, an honor with which this excel- 
lent boy was perfeotly satisfied. 

It is not incumbent on ns to follow the military 
operations of the two armies in this comer at Calabria. 
MVe shall confine ourselves to saying that they met at 
Seminara^ where they came to a battle, and where Prench 
Talor onoe more triumphed over the inexperience of Fer- 
dinand's troops who had all been just coUected almost by 
chance ; neither were the Spaniards better versed in the 
art of war, who saw fire for the first time. We are there- 
fore oonstrained to oonfess, that for some time they fought 
with ftiry and ferooity *on both sides, since the courage 
and authority of the captains endeavored to supply the 
defects of their soldiers. Nevertheless, as we said, the 
field was won by the French, and Gonzales di CordoTa 
retumed to Eeggio, while Ferdinand with PrinceFrederio, 
Hannibal Trivulzio, and Demetrius regained Palma. But 
in spite of this fhiitless attempt, Ferdinand's desire to 
reoover possession of his kingdom did not diminish, neither 
did his promptitude in the execution of his projects ; sinoe 
having ooUected in haste the galleys which he had brought 
with him from Ischia, and the four which had accompa* 
nied his father Alphonso from Naples, with the vessels 
that brought troops from Spain, and as many more as he 
oould procure Arøm the nobles and cities of Sidly, he 
moved onwards a few days afberwards towards Salerno, 
where he had scarcely arrived, ere he saw his banners 
floating around on all sides. Thus it also was on the 
ooast of Malfi, and at Cava ^then he proceeded to Naples, 
where the ferment which daily increased made him hope 
for an insurrection in his favour. 

Gonzales meanwhile advanood \i^ \M!k!^ \iws»isfe "^^ 
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Obigni warned of the rebeffion of that oapital« 1 
treated in haste to avoid being oaught between two 
While these event suooeeded eaoh oth«r, the pn 
whom we left at Bisignano had been ordered to !N 
The officer in command,who had immediately sent t 
,^ count of the battle to the Yiceroy Montpensier, bad 

i desired to treat general Trivulcio wiHi all poeaiUe I 

'*. ness and attention, and to set him at liberty, with 

|! persons who belonged to him, on his giving his pand 

repair to Naples. 

More than twenty-days had elapsed, during whidi 1 
dovioo had oonstantly received the most assidnons ei 
not only trom Lucilla, who had established hersetf as pc 
'. manent nurse, but from the good nuns, who in spils 

the fiimiliarity he displayed with the name of the døfi 
i^ willingly remained in his sooiety. 

E There oame also daily te pass some hours with hhii, i 

] respectable personage wiHi whom our readers t&rmeå i 

f^ friendship at the oommenoement of this story, and whos 

they may perhaps have forgotten, beoause the oonrse « 
events has hitherto prevented our reproduoing him oi 
the soene. We will here relate a oonversation whioh tool 
plaoe between Ludovioo and this old aoquaintanoe of oun 
the first time they oonversed together. Theoonvaleeoene 
of Trivulzio had already attained a most oommendabl 
point, when one morning sister Badegonda one of his twt 
i^urses, asked if he would dislike her introducing tb 
physician of the convent, an admirable person who wishe 
to pay his compliments to him. 

" Zounds V* replied Ludovioo : " the physician of tb 

convent ! Is it neoessary for him to ask permission t 

visit a patient ? let him oome, let him oome : he honor 

mo, ho coufounds mo. I msh I were in a state (whioh '. 

sbould now doubly enjoy') \ft aw^ ^ki«^^yA^^)R^«!it^mnfil 

trouble." 
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Sister Badegonda måde two curteies, one on her own 
account the other on that of the professor, and went out 
to announoe to the latter, the polite intentions of the 
invalid. 

Some minutefl afterwards the Esoulapius entered foUow- 
ing Bister Badegonda, who duly preæded him, throwing 
ap&L ike folding doors, and raising the ourtains with hoth 
hånds. 

A jovial oountenanoe^ a large mbiound finee, on which 
health and oontent altemately shed theirilvTcm— a figure 
somewhat heavy and oorpnlent, were the physicaL quali- 
ties of our good dootor. If his syn^nthetic faoe a^i first 
awoke a favoraUe impresoon, his aspeot of health gave 
ooorage to the invalid; wfaile the studied neatnessand 
eleganoe of his dress, prodaimed him a man of edueation, 
and an epiourean, in spite of the søveritj of the Uadc 
robe. He oame up to Trivnlzio with so firank and easy an 
air, that the General quiddy lost that satirical propenøity 
in whioh almost all officers are wont to indtdge on en- 
ooontering the doctoral garb, particukriy when they do 
not reqnire the aid of those who wear it He presented 
himself, as it were^ unarmed before Trividzio, and caoae 
heart in hånd, apparently dispoøed to bear every thiiig 
with the mceekness of a lamb. Henoe, Lndovioo advanoed 
to meet him with equal oordiality, and from this moment 
they beoame friends. # 

"My Lord General," began the physioian— " If I had 
thought that I oould have proved useful to you, I should 
many days sinoe have solioited the honor of an introduc- 
tion." 

** Tou are mnoh too modest my good dootor, in believ- 
ing you oould not be useful te me. And to whom oould 
you be of use, if not to a poor »ek mon, who haa ^«^t. 
BoaroeJ/ breath enou^ in hia \)oO^ \a ^idu^ «i ^fiiaaai ^^^kvas^ 
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withoat pMising to regain it ? Bat I pray you sit down.'' 
" It is true, yes, to a certain point it is true, and I 
■hould haye oome to see you the very first day you weie 
brought here; but when I heard that those five French 
surgeons had taken blood from you, I was near swooning 
with vexation. Wbat a Tile mode of cure is this ! blood, 
that liquid more precious than Tokay — that principle of 
life, of health, of joy— they draw it from your veins, as if 
it were water passed over l^e dregs of wine, or worse ! O 
tempora,Al»tfiV$i lasten, however, QeneraL Although 1 
haye not been to see you before, in order to avoid ooming 
in oontaot with those vampires, who suok the blood of a 
living man : yet, nevertheless, I tried to cure you trom a 
distanoe— I at onoe reoommended the lady Abbess, to 
order the oook to Aimish you with suoh ohoioe alimenta 
as were hest adapted to hasten your oonvalesoenGe." 

"Ah then I am indebted to you for the exquisite morsels 
whioh daily enriohed my table ?** 

** You are only indebted for the idea, whioh originated 
with me. These good ladies, you see G^eneral, these good 
ladies are not too eztenrdvely enlightened,a8 to what oon- 
oems, and what may suit the stomaoh of an invalid. 
When I undertook the oare of their oorporeal healtb, 
they were imbued with oertain præjudices, sown in this 
oonvent by a medioal blockhead, the advocate of dief^ 
who wished as it were, to starve the body, as you would 
the defenders of a garrison, whom you could not other- 
wise compel to capitulate. He preaohed diet, smootii 
broths, light soups, and a little fhiit; and he recom- 
menced by reversing the order, a little fruit, light soups, 
smooth broths and diet. What folly! What very 
great and prejudicial errors I but thanks to heaven he 
died 8ome months before I came; and he died trans- 
parent aa orystaL 1 boqil loa^^ «i ^&Mi%<6^ <«sL<i whe- 
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by persnasive éloquenoe, wfaether by reasoning ao 
7 as to convinoe them at onoe, I proved to their enlire 
iction, that for an inyalid, rich strong aoups, excellent 
i and choice pooltry were requisite : and remember 
his method is excellent even for those in health. Woe 
o, general, had you arrived.in this retirement six 
hs ago. At the present time you would either have 
in Eegnum Cælorum or more yellow than a man- 
tion." 

[y gratitude augments every instant. I see in' faet 
fouT method must be the best, because you have a 
rhich might excite the envy of a professor of wisdom.** 
ut I tell you the thing is thus. It is a method that 
sen proved excellent, fh>m the creation of the world 

now. But indig^ions, indigestions themselves 
what cause do you believe they originate ?" 
Tot certainly from eating too much." 
ravo— No ! from eating amiss. Heat, the prindple 

in the elaborate work of digestion— you understand 
o you ? heat sometimes oooks food badly, and why is 

because it is of a nature not to admit of bdng 
d properly ; I know not whether I am sufBloiently 
in my explanation, but the faet is thus— who knows 
ral, whether you understand me, sometimes I have 
ilty in understanding myself, and this occurs a little 
9 dinnei^-«n evident proof that the stomaoh iB the 
e of the ideas.'' 

understand you vonderfiilly well my good Dootor, 
aue then your theories." 

h, it is enough that I have persuaded you— valué my 
ing, and remember that military men to be fitted for 

most laborious tasks, have t^e greatest need of 
ratives. It was once my lot to disL!^ m '<g\sstss6tsfiK 
s person of high sank, a ?rttniua Xsii v^^^^^ki^^^ ^^ 
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Wiig M»ted beside me, and I peromyed that he wbs not a 
partitan of the late deoeaøed Boctor Biet, of this oonvent, 
beoaiue he did honor to a dinner most splendidly served. 
I fthall reroember this brave oavalier for a Ions time." 

Here the good dootor approaohed the ear of Trivuliio, 
and whispered softly— " Ifc was the Prince Bon Frédéric." 

" Ah, ah ! the Prinoe Bon Frederic ! Yes yes, I re* 
member his haying related to-n^not long sinoe, the par- 
ticulars of this dinner. UnleM I mistake, you mnstbe 
Boctor SangioYeto." 

"Precisely, Boctor Sangbyeto" r^lied the latter, 
striking one hånd against the olher. '*But what! his 
then my good and noble friend spokøn to you of me P * 

"Spoken of you to meP indeedhehaa! bathowthe 
deyil is it that I find you hen P Oh, what a most fcnrta- 
nate renoontre ! and I can aamire yon,tiiat after all he 
said I was most anzious to beo(MBe aoquainted with you.'* 

"I thank you heartily. What a good Prinoe ! what a 
good and noble friend I" 

" Now see, what are the ohanges in this world P Bootw 
Sangioveto was close beside me, and we haye been fnr some 
time together without knowing eaoh other. But how is 
itthat you are in this oonyøntP Ebiye yoa abandoned 
the fathers of St. Mark P^ 

"I will tell you my Lord Ctoneral, I will tell you the 
thing ezactly as it happened, without altering a ^lla- 
ble. I was bom with the most peaoeable disposition, 
and nature, when forming me, did not use any of those' 
flory ingrcdients, of which the bones and marrow of the 
bulk of mankind are oomposed. With this tranquil tern- 
per, I put on the doctoral robe, (and heaven knows how 
muoh pains and labor it oost me to deserve it.) I was 
appointed phymdan V> th«^ ocniyocLt of the brethren of St. 
Muk, in Florence, aad loVfi!i;\o^ >aaft^\k>asft ^\ ns^ ^iMMb- 



Biøiiio^eBBtiifisMjtionolaU. In two years 1 lost but on* 
patient, it is Toiy true that ha ma the only one under 
my care. Things prooeeded thuB, with calm and order 
f6r aome time, until the demon of politics blew his 
^last within the enolosure of these vi^Us. !From that 
moment— adieu to peaoe ! adieu to quiet ! adieu to well 
appointed dinners I adieu to well preserred wines ! adieu 
to restorative delioaoies ! I tried to remedy these evils by 
fopplying the convent plentif ully ; but oonf usion was at 
its heightw Now, my brother, a partisan of the fanatio 
Savonarola^ came to induoe me to take part in these furious 
quarrels— Now, a Frandscan would prove to me, (With I 
know not how many books in his lumd) that the court of 
Borne alone, had truth on their side. Mercy, what a 
bodge-podge! I was wavering, as to the part which I 
should choose, when a horrible dream cut the knot in 
twun, and instantly decided me. It seemed to me one 
night, that I was awoke by a fearful noise and oonfusion 
and saw the friara of the oonvent^ hurrying and bustlin^ 
sbout^ here and there, speaking in lowtonea^ parting from 
and seeldng each other again, always with terror depicted 
•n their oountenanoes. I then saw a large square^ on 
which a orowd of people surrounded a blazing pile, and 
it appeared to ma as if they said that two firiars were to 
pass through these flames. All these things I saw con- 
ftisedly, and exaotly as they appear in a dream ; but what 
I oould distinotly disoem, was a scaffold of iU omen, and 
a gibbet prepared for three persons. My imagination, 
disturbed perhaps by my having gone to bed without my 
supper, caused me to fancy that I was one of the three vie* 
tims whom it was awaiting. I awoke and shook myself. A 
oold sweat bedewed my flesh ; I nearly fainted. The nezt 
morning I was attacked with a burning fever« I Hua 

fourteen dajrs betweeu life and d«a^\x« «\>t\x^yii^%^vC^'^^&Sk 
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malady, with other physidans, and witb bad medioines. 
Finally my oonstitution prevailed over alL I aided my 
loonvalesoenoe by my favorite metbod, of wbiob I gave 
jou a description a sbort time ago, and as soon as my legs 
ioould support me I abandoned norenoe, and transferred 
^lyself to Bome. Here I foimd tbat DoctOT Diet bad just 
quitted tbese good nuns, to go and render up bis aooount 
pf all tbe sick people be bad killed by bis maxims of absti- 
jaence, and it was not diffioult for me to obtain tbis posl^ 
pot too lucrative a one in faet, but as a eompensation« it 
is a pct§t of peaoe and quiet — ^my natural element. This 
is my bistory in brief, Ton, General, can relate it to my 
good and noble friend« as soon as you onoe more 
re^oin bim ; and wbo knows, wbetber in tbe overflowing 
of his excellent beart, be may not ezolaim, * poor Dootor 
Bangioveto !**' 

•^*Poor Dootor Sangioveto! I will ezdaim first I 
jreally pity you." 

" 6b, my state now is no longer deserving of comi)a8- 
sion. On tbe past I never tbink — I sball oontrive to 
make myself ample amends for it; and I bope tbat 
nothing more will occur to disturb me in tbis i>eaoeful 
retreat." 

Tbese and other tbings of tbe same nature, formed tbe 
subject of tbe flrst oonversation between Trivulzio and 
Dr. Sangioveto ; and these disoourses every day tookplaoe 
to their reciprocal satisfaction. 

Finally, tbe convalesænoe of the General being now 
sufficiently confirmed to admit of bis quitting tbis asylum, 
tbe French officer communicated the order wbicb be bad 
received to bim, and the condition on which be would be 
permitted tQ depart — on his simple parole. Ludovioo 
tbougbt be might accept them without dishonor to bim- 
mdfukå be prepared vn.t\ilAXQiA\aito leave tbe monaitery. 
the num and Dr Sang^oveVA. 



The carriage wMoii wafr to take them to Naples oame to: 
the gate, and l^ey were bidding farewell to tbese excellent 
nuns, who during the bhef sojoum of these two guests in 
their convent, had become greatly attaohed to theyoung 
girl, and she on her side, was edified by the tranquil life 
which a mind persecuted by adverse fortune and resigned 
to the ^ill of heayen might lead there. 

" Tou should remain here with us" said the goodsisters, 
whether because they really fanded Lucilla might be 
happy with them in that abode, or because they were Uke 
the fox who had lost his tail — ** abandon this wicked world 
wherein you 'only meet with perverse men, where -ybtf 
taste none but poisoned pleasures, and where at every 
Btep you stumble against some snare set by that treacher- 
GUS and 'rebelHous -angel whose namé is ever in your 
fikther's mouth. Eemain with us here, all is holiness, all 
is peace : no care nor strife, save that occasioned by the 

wish to become one day lady Abbess. Lucilla What 

a fine Iname, sister Lucilla I how loyely would that sweet 
fooe look enveloped in a yeil white as sndw ! 

Theee and other flattering speeches of the kind, were the 
persuasives adopted to entice this dear girl : but if the 
eloquence of a Cicero could have induced her mind to 
oonsent to these proposals, her heart would have rejected 
the insidious baits, as a rock repels the waves of the sea, 
whether they caress, or whether they scourge it. They 
were still repeating these arguments when the carriag& 
was announced for the thousandth time 

"Come then, Lucilla, let us go" — said Trivulzio — "we 
will discuss these good arguments by the way, and balance 
them with some proposals of an entirely difierent kind 
which I shall make to you during our journey. Mean- 
while my good ladies accept my most a£fei(St\!(s^^d^N\!AK^^ 
aodoontinuø to me the Dskvor of yo>ix v^^^^^* ^^^/o^l 



part I shall always remember sister B^ulogoiida and sister 
Martha, such as I saw them far tfae first time at the foot 
of my bed. Body of the Øev — or rather by Baochus, 
you seemed to me two witches in dressing gowns. Boetør 
Sangioveto, never change your fovorite method of Cfoiing 
conTalesoent patients, and aooept also the ezpression of my 
gratitude for having taught it to me at so very opportune 
a time." 

Doctor Sangioveto embraoed him oordially, and desired 
him not to forget his remembranoes tohis good and noMe 
friend. 

" Stop there, that is enoug^* oried Trivuhdo^ " not so 
many kisses, or you will^devour that poor girl of imn». 
But what ? you are weeping, and yom Ukewise Lizcilla? 
come let us go or I shall weep too and then— -yes — ^then it 
will be said I am in love with one of these ladies— let ns 
go, or the ooachman will swear aooording to custom.'' 

Afber another quarter of an hour passed in altemate 
tears, kisses, thanks and protestations, they arrived finafly 
at the gate of the Conyent, where they found the Frenoh 
officer, to whom Trivnlzio held out his band, and after 
having shaken his, with the frankness of a Inrave soldier, 
said " I shall never forget Mr. Officer, either your valor or 
your kindness. I know that I am indebted to you for my 
life, and 1 wish I may have opportunities to prove to you 
that I shall ever bear this in mind. Adieu ladies ! gen- 
tlemen adieu !" they then got into the carriage, Lucilla 
with her eyes swoUen with tears, and Trivulzio himseif 
much moved, although he feigned indiJSérence. 

For nearly a mile, the two preserved a perfeot silence, 

but this mode of travelling did not suit Ludovioo and he 

tneå to oommenoe a conversation with hisward. It is 

Deedlesa to a&y that his aUAcYLmsii^ V^ this amiable gir) 

hiHi inoreaøGå iiiimeMura\)\y,w3Ds» ^\«>\»^\ir*«swA. ^ 



Mm sooh albotioiia;Wo»NB^in the ooune of his dangerous 
malady, wheref<Hre lus disooune savoured of this tone of 
mind. ^ We must oonfew" sald he *' my dear LuciUa, we 
must oonfess, that the Prench know how to unite with a 
brilliant oourage, generosity towards their enemies. What 
do you think of it ?" 

" You have reoeiyed a proof of this whioh leaves ns no 
room for doubt.*' 

"Tes incontrovertibly,'' continued Ludovioo, "Ihave 
leceived both— however ^eir greatest aot of kindness was 
shown, not to me» but to you." 

*' Oh oertainly : ii was no slight &vor th^r having per« 
mitted me to nurse you." 

'^ And their having respeoted your innocenoe, when you 
had no one to def^id you. Foor Luoill% your situation 
in those first days must have been truly criticaL If I had 
died-— in vain would you have said— -' I am the ward of 
General Trivulzio.'' But yet after all, what is there in 
that name ! hark ye Luoillar-I wiU oonfide to you a pro* 
ject^ whioh oame into my head whilst I was lying In my 
bed and you ei^oined me silenoe. Tou require a person 
kivested with the character of »— that is to say— bul 
first (^ all let me speak dlearly. It is very oertain that 
ihe dog of a Jew, whom may the devil oarry off with him 
to the infemal regions, is not your fother." 

** Oh no "— Lucilla hastened to say— " no, undoubtedly 
he is not. I may have the mortifioation never to know 
my parents, but I am oertam that Malvezzi is not oon- 
neoted with me in any way. He himself owned this, 
although I needed not the oonfession, since besides having 
always felt within myself an invindble aversion to him 
i have a oonfused remembranoe of having passed the first 
years of my ohiUhood with persons, in a totally different 



ihat sweetoflt Bouroe of oonsolaldoii— ^mowing the authon 
of my existenoe I" so saying she wept bitterly, and Tii- 
vulzio whofle aim was, not to affliot her wi^ mournfiil 
rooollections, resumed^ 

"Do not weep my daaghter, do not make yonnelf un- 
happy. As long as my eyes shall see the light of the sun, 
uoless I heoome hlmd, which would be the same thing, 
you shall never want an affectionate father. That is not 
what I wish to say. It seemed to me, unless I am deceiy- 
ed, being little aooustomed to read the hearts of young 
maidens, it seemed to me I say— but Lucilla, I hope tiiat 
you will answer me candidly; unless I have read yotir 
little heart on the wrong side, you will not now seek to 
persuade me that I am mistaken. Is it not true LucillaP" 

** My lord" repUed the damsel, drawing her veil a little 
more over her eyes "my lips were never yet sullied with 
a falshood. You may then feel oertain tbat they will not 
be so for the first time to-day." 

"You are right— pardon me, but I thought you migfat 
have been one of those girls, who have always sinoerity 
on their lips, and yet^ on oertain occasions in whioh their 
heart urges them to pronounce a syllable— a yes, for in- 
Btance, nevertheless are treacherous to themselves, and 
drawl out a no. You, however cannot be of this number, 
and will say yes or no, acoording as your heart shall 
suggest." 

"But my lord, to what may these preambles tend?" 
replied Lucilla^ covering her faoe still more olosely with 
her veil. 

"Preambles! aye precisely— preambles, this is their 

truo name, they might even be called preludes, only that 

the phrase is too musical. Now I will tell you then, to 

wbat tbeæ preambles tend. However— now that I think 

of i^Iiiad better døfet Ihaa \å wonN^^t ^ws^ \ ^bould 



Bøt wish you to reproaoh me with having taken you by 
surprise, with having made to you certain proposais at a 
time when your mind was still agitated. What do you 
say Lucilla ?" 

" YavL know better than I do what it is right to do— It 
seems to me however, that in the situation in which you 
now find yourself my lord, you ought to give plaoe to 
thoughts of a much more important nature than any 
whioh are connected with an unfortunate being like me." 

" Oh, on this point loy dear, we are of differentopinions. 
What thoughts would you have me entertain F I am a 
prisoner on my parole. I am going to Kaples, whøté per- 
chanæ I shall find all my property passed into the hånds 
of some rascal, rewarded for the merit of having betrayed 
his king and his country. True it is, that I hope a fort- 
night will not elapse, ere all will be restored to me, with 
interest; but meanwhile I ought not to think about it. 
Therefore let us return to our subject— at all events, I do 
not wish your answer to be immutable. I will give you 
time to reflect, and to decide. Come now, tell me— With 
what kind of an ear, I mean to say — how did you feel dis- 
posed when listening to the fiattering proposals of those 
dear little iiuns ?** 

"My iord" said Lucilla^ "my lord, I am only an or- 
phan— I cannot reasonably hope for sucoour, save from 
heaven. Were I not restrained by the wish, or rather 
the necessity of seeking for my parents, there is no doubi 
but this asylum would prove to me a haven of tran- 
guillity." 

" Which is, as much as to say, that you would embrace 
this state tomorrow, as you might otherwise meet with a 
worse, and that would be the same as having a leg cut off 
through fear of bruising it ! Alas ! my dear, alas I Thia 
YfBj ofhfe woald never suit you— 1 twa ^JoaJjiiwiXfis^^Si'«^^ 



what may be oalled « tooation. Wa will thrnk of boiim* 
thing else. Besides, I oonfe« I should be sorry if heayen 
Were to oall you to itaelf by this path. Buoh mi|^ ha.Te 
been the oase, if you were as ugly as the witohea of Bene* 
Tento. Then let 118 talk no more of ooaventB* Toamiist 
marry. Do not pull your veil so much OYsr yofor eyes— 
you will suffooate yourselt Gniere, so— Ah 1 you blusfa f 
so muoh the better, it is a good sign. Well— I will marry 
you. But, perhaps you may aay, that is a soldier-like pio* 
position, somewhat resembling one I made twenty yean 
■go, to the Marchesa, nieoe to the arohbish<q> SalnatL 
But do not fear that I shall lepent of this, alter having 
dept upon it. It is already some time sinoe I have been 
tfainking OA the sulgect. If you will many me, here I 
am, yours both in body and soul. But what I are yoa 
imiling, you little rogue ? Well* well— I lo(dL upon thii 
smile as a tacit oonsent, and as soon as we arrive in 
Naples we will send for a notaiy, and a priest, and th«i 
the business will be quickly settled. Ah I ah, that will 
be oapitalt how surprised my son Hannibal will feel 
when I say to him— look here! this is your little mm-mm^ 
what a dear, beautif ul Uttle mamma, is she not ? But we 
must come to an agreement— he is always to be in the 
army, that must be understood; I would not haive him 
beoome too tender and lo?ing a son. fiere^ give me your 
little hånd that I may kissit as apledge." To this string 
of absurdities Luoilla knew not what answer to give. Her 
thoughts wavered between the idea of a jest% and the fear 
that he was speaking in eamest. On the other hånd, she 
was somewhat disoouoerted— sinoe, perhape without the 
oonsent of her reason, her heart expeoted a proposi- 
tion analagous to this, but yet differing in what might 
jxrpperly be termed the nominative oase. 
2ViyuItto while abe ^raa \il^^ t^aUof verplexi^ had 



posdessed himself of hør hånd in military mode, and was 
oaressing it with both his own as if it belonged to him by 
oonjugal right, neither was it until some minutes after, 
that she sofbljr and withoat affeotation withdrew it^ saying, 

'' Tour mirth and inolination to jest prove that you no 
longer feel the least bad effects from your late illness.'* 

*' From my illness ! ofwhat illness do you speak? I 
oonolude, only of that caused by the injury to my head, 
sinoe of oourse I do not suppose you would be so disoour* 
teous as to remind me that I am subjeot to illness of any 
other kind, when I am making you a proposal of mar- 
riage. I may have assumed a jocular tone, but I speak 
seriously." 

Here Trivulzio tried to give to his face an air of truth 
and gaiety which began to render Luoilla uneasy. Her 
embarrassment became at length so evident, that Trivulzio 
ought to have felt pity for her. It was not thus however, 
since he continued following up the subjeot still more 
olosely. 

'* I understand you," said he "I understand. Listen 
however, if you have any difficulty in consenting to this 
proposal, from the refleotion that you would then be 
obliged to live with my son, who is your senior and might 
not oonsequently obey you as a mother, or if you think 
tiiat he might also marry and bring home a lady who 
would give herself any arbitrary airs, we will soon arrange 
all that. When onoe my affairs are adjusted, I will make 
my son independent, I will give him a wife, and we will 
live apart. For the sake of you, I uould even make up my 
mind to this step." 

The poor girl was on thoms, neither did she know how 
to get out of this difficulty. She remaLned for some mo- 
ments twisting one of the fingers of her glove, and roviu^ 
without peroeiving it, the max^u ol \L«t ^«^\ ^ssja^ ^^^^ 
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ooQeoM all her gfcrength, and took (xmimge to nj 
long as she \aå the leasi hope of finding her parøn 
would never di^pose oi herFelf." 

" Is not a refu:»l oouohed under this protest f m 
valxio, still with a granty whioh he tried to keep fl 
spite of a oertain inolinatlon to langh. 

" Tou my lord have doubtleas saffioient penøtnu 
interprei this speeoh in its true sense !" 

" Ah ! that is not amiss, that is speaking like an 
I may take it as I will, eh ? Sefleot however, that 
not a man to pat up with rivals, and might even obi 
the rash man who should daare to dispute with- 
will not frighten yoo, partioularly as I am non 
out any sword. Our first oare then on reaohii 
pies, most be to find out your parents, and wi 
suooeed. Oh ! leave it entiiely to me althoogh tk 
of a Malvezsi did onoe escape from our clutohea 
wfaere oan the devil have oarried him to P Never 
in Naples he must have adherents^-we will searo 
this, we will investigate tus life^ and it may not 
possible to gain a olue to him." 

*' Ah my lord,*' replied Lucilla warmly, (who ti 
she oould not ofaange the discourse without aifeo 
"my gratitude will be indeliWe." 

" Yes, yes, your gratitude you ounning girl ! — "& 



w 

86venty-two years of agd-'-øiaoe, betweeii me ond myself 
I eompleted my seventy-seoond year the seventeenth of 
last January. A man grown old in war, more worn out 
by £ft1igues tban age^ with his liead still bandaged, and a 
hundred other infirmitiea I but the young rogue has oon- 
trived to get off by an ambiguous answer. 'Tour pene- 
tration will interpret it in its true sense, little oheat ! 
Well ! do you interpret thea this, in its true sense, ihat 
you will one day be oonstrained to aooept the title of 
Marohioness Trivulzio." 

Thus saying, he glanoed slyly at the innooent creature, 
who in her tum was making these refleotions. *' But can 
he speak seriously, or is it only a fiction, by whioh he 
thinks to read my heart? Can he have disoovered my 
afifeotion for Ck)lonel Hannibal ? and if he disapproves it, 
as he probably will, what will beoome of me? Besides 
losingr my only support, I shall deserve the stigma of in- 
gratitude, presumption, and be aooused perhaps of having 
used seduotive arts! Ah! miserable me, alas! poor 
friendless girl I" 

After some time passed in these thoughts, Ludovioo 
oommenoed a oonversation of another kind. Spoke of 
Frinæ Frederio, of Hannibal, of Demetriiis, and of the 
hope he entertained that they should soon regoin the 
main army. He oalculated the probability of events, and 
ihen ended, by oomplaining of the fate which oonstrained 
faim to play the i)art of a simple speotator, after having 
lieen one of the principal aotors in this drama. 

Their joumey to Naples was not marked by any adven- 
ture whioh deservos reoording. Trivulzio, who in adverse 
fortune preserved that strength of mind which few know 
how to maintain, tried to enliven Lucilla— introducing in 
his speeches a phrase, with wbiob. V\& ^\!li<;^\) ^^"^^Njsc- 
JoiaaM tiiøm, aad it was tbia— "^\]iib ^i^^> \>s^\^^(^Kf^id^ 
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sinoe, ere løng we shall see the latt aot of the oomedy." 

The Yioeroy Montpecsier had given orders, that» Tri- 
Yulzio should be reoeiTed with the disUncUon due to his 
rank ; and he had espeoially desired the officer on gusrd 
at the gate hj whioh he was to enter« to offer him aooom- 
modation in a palaoe oontiguoos to the one inhahited by 
himself. 

" If your General will permit me " said he to the officer 
who gave him this gracious invitation "to lodge in m7 
own palaoe, (provided my relations have not been ejected 
to make room for some sooondrel) I shall then feel 
doubly obliged to him." 

" You can, my lord, settle thifi with his ezoellenoy him- 
self— sinoe, I pray you to have the kindness to go down 
to his residenoe, whatever may be your determination as 
to aooepting or not, the offers whioh he has transmitted 
to you through me." 

**Give me then an esoort to his ezoellency" — ^replied the 
General " My Lord Montpensier treats me with so muoh 
courtesy, that it would be the height of inoivility in me, 
were I to refiise oomplianoe with any wish of his." 

The oarriage then proceeded to the Yiceroy's palaoe, 
and there Trivulzio and Lucilla got out. Montpensier 
advanood to meet them as far as the ante-ohamber, and 
not forgetting French gallantry, took Lucilla by the hånd 
though he did not know her, and invited Ludovico to 
enter with him into the saloon, which was destined for 
the daily receptions. The ante-chamber of this species of 
Bovereign was crowded with courtiers, not so many 
French as Italians. 

The sudden apparition of Trivulzio greatly disooncerted 
many ot the latter, who, ashamed of being caught thus 
openly paying court to a Tiew ToaaWc, -^owld willingly 
itøFa remained unpexoeWed, T\i«<i ^»»^k ¥3Sttft\»wwa> 
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\ke down-riglit oourtien, held ii m an invariable 
1, that it w«8 right to bum inoense to idols as long 
f stood on the altar, and to fling the ænser in their 
when othera more fortunate^ drove them away in 

oocupy their plaoes. These showed a faoe of bronze, 
(posed an intrepid impndenoe to the look of contempt 
red on them by that faithfUl Oeneral, who, in his 
ity boasted of the oonstanoy and loyalty with which 

1 oonducted himself under these diffioult oiroum- 
«. 

however were soandalized at the familiar oourtesy 

by the Yioeroy, to the obstinate defender of the 

of Ferdinand. 

for this oourtesy, Montpensier had his seeret rea- 
rhich we shall here reveal to the reader (in case he 
I not by this time have guessed them), that we may 
ereafter interrupt the string of events which will 
forward so rapidly suoceed eaoh other. 
I proclamation published in hatred of the Trivulzios, 
ita soare-isrow by which itwaswished to intimi- 
hose who still took part with Ferdinand, since it 

have proved an offenoe against the laws of war had 
yeen harshly proceeded against, merely for having 
led the rights of their lawful sovereign. Added to 
, it would have been an aet of oowardioe, not to ho- 
le valor and intrepidity of those brave men, a valor, 
atrepidity, which was the more remarkable in as 
as we have said, that the oonquest of this kingdom 
ot in any plaoe been disputed by the Arragonese. 

oonsiderations caused the rigorous directions con- 
l in the proclamation to be entirely forgotten. Besides 
i followed each other dosely, and difficulties and 
which had not been met wltb.m\»\i^bQ!^^mDa2^%^aftfi^ 
o maoifest themaelye& ux ^ ^»SD«>\]i»ask^^^ii;^ ^^^^^ 
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stone on the nape of my neck as would have annihilated 
me had not my head been tolerably hard. But for them 
I should not now be your prisener, and oould not conse- 
quentiy have aided you in doing justiæ to this good man/' 
Here he narrated to the Duke, all Malvezzi's misdeed« 
praying he would oompel him to reveal who were 
Luoilla's parents. ''Because," added he, "she ia to be 
my wife, as soon as we know to whom she belongs. I 
reoommend you afterwards to have him hung without 
trial, and before the devil knows of your intentions, in 
order that he may not ønatoh him trom your hånds, as he 
fttcoeeded in doing from mine in Castle dell 'Uovo." 

Montpensier, besides not doubtlng the veracity of Tri- 
ToMo in all Uiat he had said, wished to please him in an 
affidr whidi seemed to interest him so greatly, more par- 
tieularly as the aot of oomplaisanoe from whioh he hoped 
to reap suoh good fruit would only oompel him to hang a 
dog of a jew. He promised therefore to give the proper 
orders for Malvezsi's immediate arrest. Having heard 
that Trivulzio wished to lodge in his own palaoe, he 
added that he was at liberty to do as he liked best, and 
that he (Montpensier) would content himself with the 
guarantee he had already reoeived; that is, that h# 
should oonsider himself a prisener of war. Trivulzio did 
not now hesitate to renew this promise and shaking eadi 
other reciprocally by the hånd they parted as friends. 
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After whafc had happened to liialyezn witii little TSmsi, 
and whioh our readers may eaally remember, this old 
wizard had shut himself up tomeditate and deddeon 
8ome plan which might enable him to escape the perils by 
which he was threatened, and aid him in recovering the 
money which he pretended had been stolen from him ly 
the Trivulzios. After pondering for a.long time, hs 
finally determined to address to the Yiceroy Duke da 
Montpensier, the letter of which we gave a sketch in the 
preceding chapter, hoping that fh)m the property of the 
Trivulzios,still untouched^compensation would be made to 
him for the losses he had undergone. His hopes were 
buoyed up by the idea of the information he had given as to 
the flight of these same Trivulzios from Castle dell 'TTovo. 
This point of pecuniary interest being thus settled, he 
reflected on the injury which the young Miran (now 
possessed in substanoe of the most imi)ortant of his 
secrets,) might inflict upon him ; and the malice of the 
boy was sucb, that he had reason to fear from it, some bad 
consequences. He thought then that the first precau* 
tion he took must be, to prevent the i)ossibility of Miran's 
having any communication With Camilla. To offer him 
money and thus bribe lum tx> s^tesy, was a measure to 
ff^Juoh be felt averse, audtheiiouiei^wXAou*\\.^^\iSi^fl. 
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very sure one : sinoe the fittle rogne on the oontMyi 

would become through this oflbr, aware of the importanoe 

of the secretb He theréfore thought it would be better 

to go to his frieM Jeremiah, and induæ him by honied 

Words and a string of lies^ to shut the ohild up for a few 

days, thus preventing his oommanication with any Uving 

soul, it being his own intention to depart precipitately 

from Napies, as soon as in some way or other he should 

be able to settite the afifair of the twelve thousand ounces. 

The good Jeremiah felt rehictant to oomply with the 

wishes of Malvezsn, since Miran had gained his affection« 

as often happens with the most deoeitftil children, but 

the oM knave knøw so well how to wind about him to set 

before his eyes so many reeøons^ and remind him with so 

mæh emphasis, of 1^ slight services he had formerly 

rendered him, that he oould do no less than consent to 

goMfy him. Miraa then came and in a moment when 

he least expected it, he was shut up in a small room on a 

seoondfloor, whichapartmenthadonlyonewindow, too 

hif^ to offer a mode of escape for a boy of that age« 

aHhoagh he was bold and agile ; besides it only oommu- 

nicatod with a garden, the greater part of which was 

encirolød by a wall, and guarded by two Danish dog9» 

larger and taller than himselfl Having provided in this 

wiy for his own seouri/ty, and taken an important step 

towaids reoovering his money, Malveaai remained anx- 

iously expeeting the Yioeroy's answer, and would not 

meanwhile quit the house, so great was his fear of encoun« 

tering this woman, terrible to him as the angel of death. 

He was in this state of suspense when the news arrived 

that Ludovico had been made prisener and would ba 

qieedily brou^t to I^aples, in oompany with the damsel 

who had fled with him. Thia uewft, M ow. orckR. \a:^\s^ 

proy^ødpiuuung ta our Jew, yet "tua ixkA> «oS&i£vb\)^%9 ^^^ 
48 
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of daager, to make him abandon himaelf to an anintefw 
rapted J07. True it was however, that in aooordaooe 
with what had been published against this general, tha 
least penalty awarded to him must be imprisonment in a 
tower ; but on the other hånd, Lucilla mig^t daim the 
assistance of the laws, particularly aftor the threat made 
to her in Castol dell 'Uovo, aud it was not improbable 
that she might have been listoned to, beoause in thoae 
times, when a Jew had reoourse to the proteotion of thoae 
tribunals, it was neoessary that his case should be dear 
as crystal, in order to have justioe grantod him. Mal« 
Tezzi thought himself however, at the height of hap- 
piness, when the same evening of the TriyulsiQa anrival 
(an arrival whioh was not yet known to him) an officer 
brought him an order to appear before the Yioeroy era 
noon the next day. 

The Duke de Montpensier thought it a better ezpedi- 
entto give him an invitation (persuaded that he would 
not fail quickly to accept it,) rather than oause him to be 
arrested, whereupon the morning of the day api>ointed, 
havingdressed himself elegantly, to give greate^ impor- 
tance to his person, and greator weight to his requeste; 
and after baving impartod the hope he had conoeived. to 
his friend Jeremiah, he got into a oarriage and after- 
wards proceeded to the palace of the Yioeroy. There he 
foundthat orders had been given for him to be takeo 
into a room contiguous to the Duke's privato oabinet, in 
order to await further determinations. After remaining 
for an hour, during which the imagination of Malvezii 
was not in a state of repose, the door of the cabinet opened 
and a servant beckoned to the latter to follow him. 
Although it seemed to our Jew that this invitation might 
have been more politely given, (especially oonsidering 
tbe tone of importanoe, w\n&\i^^ %a^«»«l^ft^awmioJ yet 



néverfiiéleBB he did nol wut for fh6 dgn to be repeated. 
" YofOT éxoellenogr, hore is the Jew," were the only wordf 
wMchthifl domeitio not over Torbose pronounoed, in pre- 
eenting him to hiø master, and this anything but ceremo- 
xiious introdnøtion, did not please Malvezzi better thaa 
^e signal he had recdlyed a few minutes before. 

The Bake de Montpensier might be abont forly yeari 
of age, when he was made Vioeroy of Naples. He was a 
man, ftill of estimable qualities, and by his talents, he had 
formerly rendered important services to Louis XII, father 
of Charles YIIL The expression of his countenanoe was 
aomewhat severe, but he knew how to soften it acoording 
to oiroumstanoes. Magnifioent in his habits, he displayed 
an excess of luxury, considering his revenue whioh was not 
largO) although he was descended from Louis the flrst of 
Bourbon, third son of Giovanni, the flrstDuke of BerdcnfU 
It is however true, that the oonquest of Naples had very 
greatiy enriched him ; and at this time, whatever might 
be the pomp and pageautry with whioh he was surrounded, 
tiiere was nothing disproi>ortioned to his means. 

Malvezzi had spent the whole morning, not so muoh in 
oomposing his faoe and figure to a dignified look and 
deportment, as in studying also answers to the questions 
whidiwould probably be put to him by the Duke. But 
two words spdcen by the latter to the servant who had 
esoorted him thither, disoonoerted him to suoh a degree, 
that forgetting the grave air with whioh he intended to 
tortåfy himself, he was near losing even his voioe : so true 
is it» that onme though ooncealed stands always, pinoers in 
hånd, ready to laærate even those who being aocustomed 
to it, least feel the wounds they infliot. 

** Mounier^ said the Duke '* let two dragoons be ready 
to exeoute my orders qiuokl^." 

Moaaiør boweå and weut ovAk 



Direoting then liifl eyes kywaidø MahreBa, hevennined 
flome momentø oontempkUiBg him ftrom heid to fooi ; and 
in gpite of the terror whioh thig oider had imprinted in 
hifl fiM>e,the latter presented a physiogiKmiy whioh at first 
cight might have deoeiyed a person. His apparel was yetf 
rich, since although it was only of wool, yøt it wat of the 
finest texture. He had imd^meatii, a ærtain small gar- 
ment of a qoadraQgular form, whioh m tiie extremity tf 
each angle had a small tassel of eig^t threada of ^Hiite 
wool, bound togéther wHh as many knots formed by ona 
of the threads like a tress of hair, whioh treas was called 
by the Hebrews, Zizitb. This was the habit preaoribed by 
the laws of his nation ; but over it waved a tunio, made 
of Uack wool, oi>en in the front and fiistened by a broad 
band of yellow silk. He had in his hånd a small oap, also 
af yeUow silk, adomed with a speoies of silver ooixmet, on 
whioh were oertain little bells oalled by the Jews rimomn. 
But still more Utan his garments, his long beard, wfaidi 
aooording to the oriental fiishion, he wore half down his 
breast, gave a kind of lustre to a head, whioh might have 
served as a model for Leonardo da Vinci when he sought 
a prototype for the head of Judas. He stopped at three 
paces distance from the Buke, who was seated in a large 
arm ohair of Genoa velvet, near a small table, on whioh 
were oonfusedly mingled togéther, geographioal maps, let- 
ters, petitions, two pistols, some books and the implements 
for writing. He kept however unfolded before his eyes, 
Malvezzi's denunciation. The latter had bowed several 
times when the Duke said: *'Gome forward^—he obeyed 
bowing once more. 

"You are the Israelite who wrote this petitåon and 
waming to me" coutinued he pointingto the paper. 

*' Yes your Excellency it was I, who desirous of inform* 
Jug/oar etxcelleacy of ewv XYuxi%<2ca»«nÅni( yoor aoat 
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Utter enemies the Trimlzio's, was wiUing to hazard sohm 
risk to my8elf,m order to point ont the way in wfaich they 
withdrew trom yoor Exællency'B just Tengeaaoe." 

" I understand, and it is natural above all, that you 
should be aajdous to recover the daughter whom you say 
has been tom from you." 

" And twelve thousand ounoes of gold" Malvezzi hasten* 
ed to add, " which sum was my only oapital, and the Iosb 
of it has reduæd me to a state of the most frightful 
misery/' 

" 1 ooQoIudd thait this gold was destined as a dower for 
yoor dsughter." 

" For my daaght^r P for Lucilla, no, that is yes, a por^ 
tion, in oase she riiould marry a man to my Uking." 

" Do you believe that your daughter was constrained 
by foroe to foUow the Trivulzios, or that she went with 
tbem voluntarily ?" 

** If I must tdl the trath I fesur that she had some 
aeeret understaoding with Captain Hannibal." 

" With Haxmibal cnr with Ludovioo," replied the Duke 
miiidftil of wfaat the latter had oonfided to him the day 
befare, Tis. bis wish to marry Lucilla. 

** Ludoyioo V* ezdaimed Malvezzi, with an air of the 
g ro a teo t womder. ** God of Abraham !" 

"Do not be aoastonished" resumed the Duke *'sinoe it 
magr be that things were thus arranged ; but this has no- 
thing to do with our case. What conoems us, is the 
ooiuBdøration that in either supposition, tfaere has been 
no abdoction of any kind. And that on this point there 
is no oaose for proceeding againsi them." 

" It must be as your Exoeilency shall decide," said Mal- 
Tesi bowing again, satisfied tb&t ^ \ed&\i\jra5s^ib. ^^x^S^ 
not be ønmmoiiad as witueas on t\i\s w!«8Stfy£i,«si«^^x««i. 
*» enieoæ he ooold not pTomiae \»saw3d tkm^h. "^"^ 
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haptf* nid he to faunidf " that thesame Bappoflition wiQ 
not be entertKined witii reg»rd to my other iiuuries, 1117 
ounoes ouinot ha?e foUowed the TrivitlaioB Qmntano- 
ouriy." 

** With reg»rd to the money," oontinued the Duke, " I 
wish to know under what pretext they can have appro- 
priated it^ sinoe it is not likely they can have fallen upon 
and robbed you like two highway-men." 

Here Malveni found hims^ on ground that was fiuni- 
liar to him, sinoe not doubting but that this yery natura! 
question would be put to him, he had studied it under all 
its aspeots. He prefkoed his words by heaving a sigh, and 
gaining oourage as he saw, or fanoied he saw signs of 
oredulity on the oountenanoe of Montpensier, he thus 
commenoed his moumftil tale. 

** I must^ your Exoellenoy, repeat, that the greater part 
of the affliøtions I have undergone, is owing to the unlim- 
ited affeotion I bear to the French name. How good and 
ezoellent are the people of Franoe ! the best of pecq^le 
whioh mine eyes (and they have seen many) have ever 
beheld. It is unneoessary for me here to narrate to your 
Exællency how I passed my life in studying the long and 
diffioult art of curing the multitude of diseases wfaich 
afflict mankind. I feel that it is necessary I should 
make known to your ExoeUency that my long watohing 
and growing pale with books, would never have elevated 
me above the oommon sphere, without the aid of the fib- 
mous Babbi Abrabas, a Babbi of London, mho amid all 
the children of Litit and Adam, was oertainly the Bsrart 
skilfol in discovering the cause of every malady, and 
knowing how to apply to them infallible remedies. His 
treasures were open to me, every secret, firom aspecifio to 
cure a scratch quicklyjto ^•ft'm.Qii^^^S&sN&^«aÅ\mportant 
Éaek of øaving an apoplwtafiiB«^«^\'^'*^*^'®»ftsik\s^^ 
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moQi KioK Ghiriai tin £i^tii» taid been attaoM 
in Asii bf a miHgMmt sad oonfloeot miU pox. I 
instentlj ofauiged 1117 direotioii, and tamed my steps 
towvds that oitj— sinoe, amongst the apecifioB I posaesB 
tbe most oørtain is, tfai^ wliioh I admimster to thoM 
ådflkUd Iqr tUs diagostiiig foe to beanty . But I arriTsd 
in Aiti when his Miqesty, almdj oonraleMeiitk was <hi 
his waj to this kingdom— whioh, hkø Onsar, he was to 
ooaqiur befbia he oime to battle. 1%øii, wfaøn I found 
mjwM in Itii)]r» I lesolTed to preoede the f^orious amu 
of Fnmæ to Naples, where my inwenoe was rather 
wanted Ibr some affiuis whioh I will not oomnrnnicate to 
yonr BzoeUeooy— sinee they oannot int^rest yoo.'* 

* Ipny yon to eome asqniokly as poisible to tliepoait^'' 
said Montpensier, who begui to be weary of the naoseooB 
enkigliiias the Jew pasMd erary moment on hima^if 

" To the point! we are oome to it^ yonr Bzoellau^,* 
replied the Jew, oompreasing the remsinder of the story 
into a féw words— einoe hebeoame awar» of the littla eflfeot 
prodooed by his eloqoenoe. ^ Tbia is tiie faot. I anived 
in Nqto. IWme had preceded me. Qeneral Tnvabio 
was snffiMring dreadftiUy from the ooiiseciaenees of a 
woond in his hip. He oalied me in— he wished me to 
oure hioL Abcnit this time the éefanoe of Castle dell 
*Uovo was oonfided to him— he obUged me to shut myself 
up there, with my daughter. I suoceeded in the core— 
wonld instoad that I had soffbcated him ! As soon as he 
reoovered« he not only rehufid^ pay the som agreed upon 
for his onre, but knowing inad with me a oasket *^«. 
oontaining my litUe treasnre^ he shut me up in a honibie 
prisen, took possession of my gold, destined me for the 
balter, and in faot, would have hung me, had not Divine 
Profidenoe iniraciiloni^ di^x««t«^ tdl^ ^s^Tfi.^A^A clutches 
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iéiiojr, liké A oeTir OJ^meelaiie will oause to be øuspended iti 
an iron ca^e, after having first oompelled him to reftore 
•the tvelve tbousand ounoes, with interest, and to gife me 
the r^munaration due, for having freed him from hia 
most atrooious pains/' The bo«r whioh followed these 
last Words, was the most profound of all he had yet made, 
«inc^ he nearly touched the ground with his forehead. 

Our readers will find that« this account was anything 
l»ut dignified, and that oonsequently MaWeszi had forgot« 
ten the air of deoorum he had put on at the beginning: 
bat tor this, the narrators must not be blamed. We will 
only remark, that a Jew oannot maintain for a long time 
a charaoter orøosefl to his daily habits, and that oowardioe 
and cupidityshewed themselves, in spiteof the mantle of 
purple wiUi whioh he would fain cover himself— not 
unlike the cat, in the fable — ^who, having been changed 
into a beautiful young damsel, oould not help darting oa 
% mouse the first time she saw one. 

Dunng the latter part of this aooount (and by the in- 
fleotion of the voiæ, still more than by the sense of the 
words, a sagaoious Ustoner would have peroeived that it 
Was the <dose of a sermon or lecture,) Montpensier, who 
had until this moment fixed his eyes on a paper, while 
with his left band he was twirling about playfully, as if 
unaware, a small box of letter wafers, raised the former 
aoddenly, as if he wished to profit by these lasi moments of 
exposition to investigate, by his oountenanoe, what degree 
of truth aooompanied these words. " Cest afireux— " said 
he with indignation— since although he spoke Italian 
very well, he was aooustomed to use a Frenoh expression 
whenever he wished to speak with foroe, or to utter a 
short ^ntenoe. "Cestaffireux*" "Afireux, tres affreux** 
nplied Halve^zi, who was mkteksa %& \a >^c^ V^\»sQsi^ 
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rigbi It WBS a bomble triok to play one, paiiioalarly 
for a noble and ricb person." 

Montpensier moved bis bead, as if in acquiesoenoe ; 
then seized a silver bell tbat was near bim, and rang. 
Mounier presented bimself almost at tbe same moment. 
** Acoompany tbis gentleman to tbe room of wbiob I told 
you, and let four dra^oons keep guard at bis door until 
fbrtber orders." 

''Tour Exoellenoy^!" stammered outMalyezzi, wbose 
fiioe was already covered witb tbe bue of deatb." 

•* Tour Bxcellency— Porte«" replied Montpensier. "Bre 
long you will be reoalled to repeat your deposilaon. Take 
care meanwbile to pass it over in your mind, and reflect 
if anytbing escaped you tbat was not striotly true." 

Moxmier, tbe laoonic Mounier beckoned to bim, and 
led tbe way. 

Malvezzi, wbo oould scaroely support bimself, foUowed, 
afber baving made a low bow. Tbe dragoons, wbo with 
i/beir naked scimitars were waiting in tbe anti-obamber, 
surrounded bim, and foUowing tbe guidanoe of Mounier, 
aocompanied bim to tbe room intended for bim. As soon 
as be bad taken possession of it, tbey leffe tbe door open, 
and two of them stationed tbemselyes as sentinels, in ao- 
oordance witb tbe orders wbiob bad been transmitted to 
tbem. 

Wbile Montpensier was devising bow to bring tbis 

matter to a oonclusion, by presenting tbe Jew tbat very 

evening to Trivulzio, tbe Commandant of tbe Castle St. 

EImo, sent bastily to inform tbe former, tbat from tbe 

beigbt of tbat fortress wbiob overlooks tbe city and tbe 

sea^ there had been discovered several sails, wbiob seemed 

moving towards ^apVes^røvd tbere was reason to suppose 

that it was Ferdinaiid?8 ^ea^, o^ ^Jaa ^js^fwVxaft of wbiob 

A-om Messina, autbeiilio Vik\fe\^%«^^V^\jR»\i.^^!«8^ 
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few days before. Almost at the same moment other ae- 
oounts reached him, stating that signs of rebellion and 
tumult had manifested themselves in the city. The im- 
portance of these circumstanoes caused Montpensier to 
forget for a time, both Malvezzi and Trivulzio~so that^ 
had not the Jew been already in the custody of the dn^ . 
goons when the news arrived, the Yiceroy might not have 
thought uiis «- secondary affair, which had only acquired 
a degree of importance, from his wish to oblige Trivulzio, 
by whose co-operation he hoped to keep quiet the tumul- 
tuous mob. Henoe there now arose for Malvezzi a delay 
through the number and mixture of events which crowd- 
ed on each other; but the delay was only for him a pro- 
longed agony, since in this species of prison, (though 
oertainly it was less horrible than that of Castel del 
'Uovo) there were neither Hebrew writings, nor subter- 
ranean passages which might offer him ameans of escape; 
and a secret voice appeared to harass him by repeating 
that the moment was at hånd, in which he was to pay 
the forfeit of all his crimes. 

Montpensier was not slow in providing for the security 
of the city, and in giving orders that Ferdinand shouldbe 
thrust back with his people, in case he attempted to dis- 
embark. The guards were doubled, cannons were placed 
at the entrance of the streets in the city, and several 
persons suspected of hatching plots, were arrested, so that 
tranquility seemed to re-appear. Ferdinand, who was 
sailing about in these waters, waiting to land as soon as 
the rebellion should burst forth in the capital, now des- 
pairing of success put out to sea, with the intention of 
retuming to Ischia— urged more particularly to this step 
by his galleys being ill armed, having in reality attempted 
to firighten the enemy, more by the m\)L\\;\\.\i^<^ ^l\a& ^y^ 



Uå 

■muig cme n li made bgr tlie Tiæroy to %yett liie disteten 
bf whioh they were threalened mm bat like a few ashes 
thrown on a fire of small ooal— tfaen oompress it for a 
moment^ bat a li^t wind biowing opportundy, is suffi- 
cient to re-ldndle and oanse it to borst into a general 
oonfiagration. It was daring tiie time of this insidioua 
traoe that liie adyentares of oar dramalis personæ oame 
to a ooDolaflion— bat ere we arrive at tius^ it is neoessary 
to tom baok for a few pages. 

We lefb our littie Mixan diat up, by the orders of Mal- 
▼essi, in a small room on the seoond floor of Jeremiah's 
house. How the boy bore this new insult firom a man 
who was not his master, and against whom hehad already 
moti^es for oomplaint and rerenge, may be inugined by 
those who observed with attrøition the sketoh we ga^ of 
this ohild the first time we had oooasion to speak of himt 
The hei^t of a seoond floor, a wall, whioh surrounded 
the whole garden, and a ga»rd of two krge dogs, were 
obstaoles whioh would not have detained him one hour in 
this spedes of prison, if ezaoUy under his wlndow th«re 
had not been a ooral manufootory belonging to Jeremiah, 
whose workmen oarried on their labors ehiefly in a part 
looking towards tiie garden, a fli^t trom wbich, during 
the day was rendered difficult, from this oiroumstenoe 
alone; and to attempt it by night became impossible 
owing to the presenoe of the two Danish dogs aboye men- 
tioned, who would have let him pass unheeded as long as 
the light of the sun illumined the surrounding obgeots, 
but would not have pardoned him by nis^t, as he had 
found by experienoe a few days before, when he took it 
in to his head to visit the garden, for the purpose of steal« 
iDg f owera. 
Tbe tumult oooasioaedL 'm VJaa cilVi,\si ^fioa <vQii^QAiranoe 
of Førdmaxiå'a fleet, ptoN^ ol \m» \ft wa i^»a% vjfi^ 
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in the exeotttkA of hiø^projeota, wlio wm poildering ererj 
hour in tbe day 0¥er dkTørent modes of freeing himself ; 
ond dreamdd wlule lie slefMi of vengennoe againstMiilyeaQd. 

The whole of the popnloiaon had fled, sottie to the 
heights, Bome to the plaiDB,whenoe they might flttentiyely 
foUow with tiieir eyes, the direedon of the galleyg, and 
amongst Uiese, the artåzans of this manufkotory were not 
the last, more paiticalarly as it being Priday, the hour tot 
the suspension of their labors was near at hand-^næ all 
our readers must be airare that the festival of ^e Jéws 
oommenoes at sunset on that day. 

The sudden noise of this desertion had arrested tha 
attention of yonng Miran, very sagadouS in disootering 
wfaat happened, by the guidanee of the most simple in« 
dioations-«and the flrst idea tha^ entered his fiond was, 
that the woricmen had abondoned their employment to 
ooenpy themselves with the same imp(»rtantobjeots whioh 
had set their ouriosity afioat. One lame old man alone^ 
and who had no o<^er en^loymenfe in that buii<fing than 
keepinff an aooount of the eoral when it was finished^ had 
remained at home. Miran qulckly oalled him by name 
from the Windows ''Ahab-^jåhab,** said he, and Ahab' 
who was rather fbnd of this ohild, beeaxise he sometimes 
aBsisted him with his legs, in^ order to save him the 
iatigue of a few steps^ dragged himsetf to tiie window ol 
the lower floor. 

" What de you want my poor Miran ?" replied he, put- 
ting his head a9 ftur as he oouM out of thewindow, aué 
tuming his ihoe upwards. 

''What is the meaning of tål this ncnsef resnmed- 
Miran* 

" What is the nteåning of it? " oontinued Ahab, '^poor 
little feliow, I pitf yon^ for 1 \É&0i7i ^>x onsctf^ ^Sk ^^a^ 
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port, and til are flookmg to the shore to hasten withtheir 
pnyen the landing of oor good King. All are there. Mi- 
ran— aU. Touandlakmeremainheretoguardthehouse 
Tou, hecanfle you cannot make use of your will, and I, 
becauBe I cannot make ose of my lej^" 

"Oh ! I will make ose of my will as well as my legs/' 
said the litUe wretch, and taking a sheet from the bed, 
which he tore into four quarters and tied together, he 
secured one end with a runnin^ knot to the window, and 
in two minutee let himself down to the opposite ex- 
tremity, whenoe he allowed himself to £Edl with the 
lightnesB of a feather on the ground— dearer to him 
at this moment than the promised land to his fa- 
thers— and in a few leaps he reached the wall of the 
garden, scaled it with as muoh fiiciUty as the animal 
whose name he had acquired, and thus quickly found 
himself on the road flanking the garden, then, owing 
to the events that were passing, entirely deserted 
He did not look behind him, but fled without tak- 
ing breath for nearly half a mile, and not knowing 
in what direction, arrived at the top of the great street 
now called Yia de Toledo, and believing himself at length 
secure, he paused to consider how he should proceed. 
Nor did these thoughts detain him long— sinoe he was 
violently impelled by two powerful reasons^ viz. the desire 
of galning the purse of gold shown to him by the woman 
in blaok, and that of revenging himself on the old Jew 
who had caused him to be shut up. Whereupon, remem- 
bering what the woman had said to him, he went toward 
the cemetery of St. Eustachio, where he hoped to find 
hor— but the wretched being was not likely to be there 
on that day. She had not been one of the last, informed 
oftbe arriyal of Trivulzio, acoompanied by a young girl, 
H'ho waa believed to be ttx% ^M^Xfix ol^ioa^wiv^^^si- 
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cian, enclosed witb him In Castel dell 'Uovo. Her bopes 
of bringing ber borrible projects to a termination were 
all aroused by tbis intelligence, and witb greater intensity. 
Sbe repaired. tben to tbe palace of tbe Viceroy, wbpre 
sbe beard tbat Trivulzio was dwelling in his own palace, 
and really bad tbe maiden witb bim. Altbougb sbe 
could not reconcile tbese tbings— tbat tbe daugbter of a 
Jew sbould eat at tbe same table witb a Cbristian, a 
Gbristian too so bigbJy distinguisbed as Trivulzio ; never- 
tbeless sbe did not cease to besiege bis gate ; sbe seated 
berself opposite to it, and questioned tbe x)eople wbo went 
in and came out, particularly as to tbe fatber of tbis girl. 
But as besides tbat few were informed of ber story, all 
knew tbe woman for an unbappy being, wbo bad lost ber 
reason, (so tbat from tbe color of ber garments many 
called ber tbe black maniac) tbey only gave evasive 
answers to her questions, and tbe greater i)art tried to get 
rid of ber by paying no attention to what sbe said. 
However, tbis did not diminish ber perseverance — and 
fiometimes sitting down, sometimes walking, without 
meanwhile losing sight of tbis gate, sbe waited until Tri- 
vulzio himself sbould come fortb, in order to gain from 
him tbe wisbed for particulars. On bis side Miran was 
not discouraged, altbougb be bad not found ber at tbe 
cemetery. Nigbt bad oertainly surprised bim tbere, but 
tbe nigbts in Naples, particularly during tbe beigbt of 
summer, may be passed pleasantly in tbe open air ; and 
tbus it passed witb bim. 

Tbe next morning be went to tbe palace of tbe Yiceroy 
and tbere beard bow Malvezzi was detained by tbe Duke's 
order. Tben bis fury increased, since be feared tbat tbe 
woman migbt be informed by some one else of tbis event 
and tbat consequently bis bopes of obtainin^tbft ^T^ysivwA. 
leward would fail He wentlMoY^?rac^«sA^<^'r«^s.^^s5sa^ 
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•ihe ptkee to thø oemeiery, 910a by oon^uitly questtoiiiiig 
M>ine othør young ImayeB of his aoqutintanoe, be suo- 
oeeded at lengtb in asoertaining that the objeot of his 
Maroh would undoubtedly be found in firont of tiie Tri- 
▼ulzio palaoe. The fedings of hunger, oaosed by hiø 
haTing been obliged to Ile down the night before withou^ 
his supper, gave wings to his feet. Arriyed at the plaoe 
indioated, it appeared as if his heart expanded, when be 
•aw the wretdhed womaa seated on a stone, with her 
hånds oroased over her breast 8he remained silent and 
motlonlesB, like a person prepared to wait for a long time. 

Miran approaohed her recy sofbly, narrowly watching 
all her movements, for he had not forgotten the threst 
she had before held out to hiQi-*then putting on a oom* 
paasionate air, "GK)od lady,-' said he, "if you fTill follow me 
to a lesB firequented spot^ I wiU give you the information 
you are panting to possess." At thase words tiie unbappy 
oreature raised her eyes-^-aa expression of the deepest 
melancholy at this moment overspreading her oounte- 
nanoe. We have said befcnre how the two ideas of grief 
«nd revenge, took altemate possession of her mind— ao- 
oording as the latter dwelt on the ruffian who oarried off 
her daughter, or the oruel sufferings undergone by the 
infJEuit. At this instant moumful thoughts prevailed— 
sinoe half-an-hour before, a funerarfarain had passed that 
way, aooompanying to its tomb a ohild, who bad been 
killed by a &11. The poor bereaved Cwuilla aotually 
envied the mother of this infant-^inoe there had remain- 
ed to her its dead body— Wretohed being ! oonstrained to 
envy so pitiable a condition, even the lapse of years then 
has fSuled to exhaust the fount of thy grief. 

The young Miran gained courage from her present 
Bspeot, whioh he \iked. \)q\i^ \i\uMithe fieroe and menao* 



Ihey raøtk wfaereupon he ooDtlnuecL " Tes, poor Mother, 
I will tell you thst whioh you seek in vain to leam from 
oihers." These word» ftwakened lu the woman, two 
oppofiiiig sentunønts. 

" Poor Mother I" repeated she between grief aad anger 
" Poor Mother ! Hark ye Jew. I will not have the pity 
ol any one. Words of oompaasion sound ill in my ears, 
oven when issuing from the purestof lips. Eancy then if I 
can tolerate them from one c^ that aocursed raoe who felt 
nopity for JSimwho shed His blood to redeemthem. 
Nevertheless, speak. You wish to get possession of this 
gold which I showed to you ; oome^ guide me to him whom 
I seek, and it shall be yours." 

''Fullow me then" replied Miran. 

" fdlow you ?** said ^e woman, wavering betwizt her 
fearofbeing deoeived andherdesire to knowwhatthis 
boy might confide to her. '' Yes I will follow you— here 
let me take hold of your hånd— >but no, no, do not touoh 
me— thøre^keep aloof. Listm howevw, of whom do you 
meaa to speak?" 

" Are you not in saaroh of Malveui ? "said Miran in a 
lowtona. 

"Of Mm, of him" oned the miserable woman, while 
moumf ul ideas gave place to an impetuous torrent of re- 
Tongef ol thoughts. 

" Very well," oontinued the little Jew, " I can tell you 
preoisely where he may now be found." 

''May you alone of all your piQsoribed raoe be saved, if 
you do," said Camilla. 

" I will certainly," reøumed the boy ** sinoe besides the 

wish to serve you, I have my ovra personal motives for 

giving into your hånds this remnant of the gallo ws. Keep 

dose behind me and hold me by my hair if you Uki^—X. 

will not objeot but — mind, youwi!l\..^'s^\aa^^Jsr«'W^. 

WiUyoa not-^Hm purse F* 
46 
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*' Åh yes! there it is, take it— but no, (Miran bad 
quiokly Btretfihed oat his hånd, and neariy touched the 
pane when it wbs suddenly withdmwn) no, you may de- 
ceive me and run away. Preoede me. I swear to you by 
fhe shade of my dead daughter, that you shall have it if 
you tell me where to find this man." 

Somewhat oonsoled by these assuranoes, Miran set out 
The black woman quiddy foUowed him, and they turrived 
together at the V ioeroy's pelaæ. 

" He is here," said Miran, " here under the eye of two 
dragoons,in a room on the first floor. Ask foran audienoe 
of his Exoellenoy and you will then doubtless be permit- 
ted to see the prisener ." 

CamiUa gazed on him with a look of incredulity, but 
he continued to assert the truth of what he had said, 
placing one hånd on his breast. Without answering him 
fihe rapidly mounted the stairs, sinoe in spite of the nu- 
merous soldiers by which the way was guarded, no one 
if as forbidden access te the ante-room. Arrived thither, 
she easily leamt that Malvezzi was in the palaoe, actually 
under arrest: but at the same time having asked to see 
the Viceroy, she was told that he had just quitted the 
palaoe. She then descended, and seeing Miran, who stood 
anxiously waiting for her. 

" There, take it." said she, flinging down the purse oon- 
temptuously at his feet. Thou art perhaps the first Jew 
that has not deceived a Christian ; now go, and with this 
gold purohase repentance for having betrayed one of thy 
race." 

She spoke and ^sdainfully tumed her back on the boy, 
who heeded not this aot of oontempt : but picked up the 
purse, and as if he feared that some one might snatch it 
ilx>2a his hånd, he tYnxVediToxxndivDkii^^^ 



Chaptbb XXVIL 
cokolusiok. 

Montpensier, in the midst of tumults, and the pre- 
oautions required by the oircumstanoes in whioh he found 
himself placed, had not forgotten to inform Trivulzio^ 
that the Jew^iwas in oustody at his own palace, and that 
he might repair thither at any time most oonvenient to 
him, to interrogate the prisener, and gain from him all 
the intelligence he desired. 

It was the day after the events recorded in the pre- 
ceding chapter, that the Q^neral got into a carriage with 
Lucilla and Montpensier, in order to clear away, if possi- 
ble, the darkness whioh ooncealed the birth of Ids amiable 
ward. 

Oanulla, as one may imagine, had not abandoned the 
Yiceroy's palace, and had used every means her imagina- 
tion oould suggest, in order to penetrate into the ohamber 
where Malyezzi was confined, or to get a sight of Mont- 
pensier, whose permission she intended asking to yisit 
the Jew. 

The importance of the affairs by which the Duke was 
beseiged, had hitherto prevented her being received and 
attended to by his Excellency, who, like a wise and skilful 
politician, never refused an audience to any person who 
wished for one. It was his intention to admit her on that 
very day, and of this his servants had beeiiL vdC^rcfi&Ac— 



sinoe'they all felt oompassion for her tinhappy state. 

TriYuUio and his ward oroøBed the ante-ohamher, on 
their way to the Vioeroy, and Oamilla^ seated in one 
comer of the apartment, was waiting with appurent resig- 
nation to be summoned in her tom, and introdnoed. A 
orowd ot oonrtierB fillod, as usual, this same ante-room, 
desiroos of laying at the feet of his Ezoellenoy their daily 
moan and hose protests. On the appearanoe of Trivulzio 
and the young girl, the fonner of whom was well known 
to the woman, she rose, and involontarily pntting her 
hånd into the folds of her Uaok robe, she aou^t the 
handle of a dagg^, which was her oonstant ooD^[»anion, 
and meanwhile oon^xived to make heiself room, and ap- 
proached the maiden. 

**The wrath of Qodr— said she, hi a sabdued tona 
" Make room for the vengeanoe of Gk>d !"— continued she, 
Bomewhat louder, and she then struok so hard, a fittie 
man dressed in a garb of afliBoted éleganoe, wlio akme 
interposed between her and Ludllo, that the diminaMTø 
oourtier wholly unprcpared for a blow of the kind, was 
noarly upset by it Having then Temoved the only ob* 
staclo between her ond her victim, Camilla made an effort 
to draw the dagger fW>m her bosom^ but Yainly tried to 
free it flrom the folds—because an ornament on this dagger 
with a curved point had entanglod itself so as nol 
easily to be detachod, with a ring and ribbon, from whioh 
hung a small golden crucifix, which she ahrays wore round 
her neck. God had stretched forth His o wn omnipotent arm 
to prevont the wretched woman's committing one of the 
most horrible of crimos—^inoe, at the very moment in 
whioh, by an effort suggested by impatienoe, she lnr(Ae 
Uio slight ribbon, a black mist, coused by vertigo, oover« 

ed hor oyes, and staggetm^Xjiaft^LXivo stel«, she foll senøe- 

^08s and half dead on \3ie fl^oot. 



lAdUa^ tiie good LinilK at wliom ^m dMih Mow had 
been aimed»had soaroelybehéldthe 8oeiie,beoau80 in addi- 
tion to its having lasted bat an instant, she had enveloped 
herself from head to foot in her long veil which she wora 
in the Eastem fashion. Besidøs, the little man who had 
been strudc with so much fury and who was olose by her, 
was screaming like an Orlando, and she was oontemplating 
him with uneasiness, when at the same moment, the un<^ 
happy woman fell on the opposite side, at a few paces 
distance from them. Just then, the folding doon of the 
Vioeroy's apartment opened, and a servant drawing aside 
the silk ourtain, requested General TriyuUio to enter. 

*' Bo not make such a noise said an ofiSoer to the gentle- 
man who was still bowling : she is mad, would you ha?e 
reparation fW»a a maniao P" 

" If she be mad" said the little spark, the perfottied 
curls of whose wig had been disoomposed by the blow, **iS 
she be mad she oiight to be shut up in an aqrlum: but 
by my mama she ought not to be tolerated amonglOounts 
aodBarons." 

MeanwhiJe same kind heorted persons had raised the 
hapless half alite creature and plaoed her on a seat. 

Lucilla oould no longer see her, because several ourious 
persons Ibrming a drole round her, intereepted the Yiew. 
Bendes Trivulzio who thoug^t he poro^ved sonie hostila 
intention towards his ward, hearing the poor woman waa 
mad,had already taken Lucilla under his arm, in order to 
entor with her into the YioarQy'i presenoe. Tia» damsel 
traversiBg 1^ halls whioh dirided the ante^-rocMii from the 
cabinet, in which the Buke reoeived applioants, asked 
TriTuliio with affectionate solioitade what was the matter: 
and the latter replied that it was a poor wretoh who had 
lost her naaon. 

'* Toor oreaturé" exolaimed tide ootssømiassqss^ ^6^' 
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vniiu^ itMngfmnfiihm? smelyiheyaieiiotiUlreatmg 
her almdy ?* and she would have oontmaed her kmd 
enquries had not the J^uke's appearanoe put a stop to 
them. ' 

He was dressed and ready to mount his horae. "Gene- 
ral," said he, taking TrlTttlzio's hånd " I oannot stay a 
single instant, for my duty oalls me else where. Enter 
mycabinet, I will give orders that the Jew shall be taken 
to you there. I do not know when we shall see eaoh other 
again, but dispose of him as if you were in my plaoe." 
Thus saying he shook his hånd and went out. Fonr offi- 
cers aooompanied him. He charged one to oonduot Mal- 
vezzi to Triyulzio : then hasUly traversed the ante-ohamber 
without heeding the crowd of oourtiers that bowed to him 
and desænding into the oourt yard, mounted a horse 
which stood waiting for him ready caparisoned, and foUow- 
ed by his attendants, galloped gS, 

Trivulzio remained astonished at these few imperfeot 
words, and knew not exaotly to what 'event to attribute 
them. Nevertheless he was not long in disoovering this, 
sinoe a moment afterwards the quiok]reports of a oannon- 
ade made him nearly aware of the state of things whioh 
then suooeeded. 

Ferdinand, who as we have said, despairing of the oo- 

operation of the oity, had put out again to sea in order to 

gain Ischia^ was shortly after joined by a boat which had 

been secretly sent to him by his partizans. He was re- 

quested by the latter not to depart, but rather hoLåty to 

approach the shore, and to disembark all, or part of his 

army, in order to give courage and £a.cility to those who 

were disposed to rise in his favour: hence it was, that 

seoonded hy the darkness of the night and a light wind 

wMob blew aft, they got \AlL^\^\)\<%>å\i<^ ^ ^S^^that is 

tbøaøventh of July. 
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The appearanoe of this fleet in ihoee øeas, and the ooo-* 
tinually inoreasmg tumult of the population, caused the 
Budden and above mentioned depatture of Montpensier. 
Itwas his intention to oppose the disembarkation of 
Ferdinand ; and therefore foUowed by the greatest part 
of his soldiers, he proceeded towards Maddalena, a place at 
a ^ort distance from Naples, and exaotly on the banks of 
the Sebetus, a small river oelebrated and sung, by the 
graoefUl Sannazaro and by sevenQ other poets. 

It seemed as if FercUnand purposed landing at this spot, 
where the Erench had collected in order to prevent him, 
and they might have succeeded, had not the frightful 
sound to combat smote on their ears, rung as it was by 
all the churches in the capital, acoording to the example 
given them by that called delCarmine within the walls of 
the city, and the garrison being diminished by the depar 
ture of the troops that had gone to Maddalena^ the people 
had risen in arms. 

The heads of the oonspiracy gave a signal of this event 
to Eerdinand, by waving a white sheet on the steeple of 
of the same church of Garmine ; and then flying through 
the city, enoouraging the timid and guiding the strong, 
they rendered the insurrection general, in a few hours. 
The outories of the furious, the uproar of the mob, and 
the growing insolence of the boldest, soon scattered terror 
amongst the few Frenoh who remained on guard at this 
oapital : neither were those less terrified who had been 
prepared to oppose the landing of Ferdinand : on which 
aooount as it did not appear safe for them to remain be- 
tween the insurgent city and the fleet whose artillery 
already beganto thunder, they determined tore-enter by 
force; and before their adversaries had any time to form 
plans for impeding their pmyoa^. '&\)\)'^t\A<sc^s^^^s«S^ 
notpermii them to t^^Bna^Hossst ^éés^^^ssus^*^^^^^'^^^ 



lengih of tfae wiy a nnnenMU sad ferooioui peoplø in 
arma, were rioting; and ihey tbooght it less dangerous 
to go round the dtj aad eater by the gate oontiguous to 
Castel NuovOk siiiee this road tiMmgh mountainous and 
diflicult^ yet promiied them greater Boourity. owing to its 
being protMtodlQr the garriflon of the fork 

Meaawhile FøHiiiiaiid had lalély set foot on ghore;, and 
animated by the uitenial rebdlioii» moimted <m honebaok 
and oooompanied by a few vaUant fbllowerm loddenly en- 
teredNifile& Never did the return ofaSoveraignawake 
greater enthuidaBSL 

Oh the instabilify of jøao populaee I he mø the same 
King whom a few monthø before, thcy had oompélled to 
fly, an exile and å wandeser— theae wera.the sanie Frenoh 
whom theyhadreceiTedwithsomudiioy— ^okle, ficUe 
populaoel HowfooliaharathoflewhooonfideintfayfivTorl 
the wa^ea of the aea are leaa mconatani thaa tiiy lariaUe 
mind. 

Men, women, and ehildren raii to meøt the mønamh— 
the shouts of the multitude^ the joyoua aoonda of the 
belU^ the diaoordant oonært of a hundred inatramenti, 
playing potriotio airs^ deafened the hardeat and moat 
tolerant ear& In a moment the windowa were hang with 
the moat splendid tapestry, quantåtiea of flowera, and 
aweet sænted waters were ahowered teathe 100& upon 
the head, and in the path of the happ^:viafa)r. Many of 
the noblest and most beaatifnl ladies mst him in the 
Street^ some ombraoed him, aome wiped the sweat firam 
his brow, and some led his spirited steed which tiae^ gar- 
landed with flowers— in the midst of so muohintozioatioii 
(wonderful oiroumstanoe 1) the most energetio meana 
were nat forgotten to oppose the Frenoh army, which had 
aovr turriwed at the gales, vad. pTc^n&XfiAkXs) ^he fire from 
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faeart of thø cHy. Two young heroet howeyer, who had ^ 
entered amongst the first, by the side of Perdinand, ap. 
peared to multiply, and to transfer themselyes wiih the 
greateet ease and ælerity to all the entranoes of the 
gtreets, which they oleared of numerous artiUery. 

The tour which Montpensier had been obliged to make 
in order to enter the oity by the opi)osito gate, had oaused 
him to loie the preoious time, by which the Arragonese 
diligently profited. In yain then the Buke made every 
•ffort with a terrible impetus to regain his Urst position—* 
he found everywhere the strengest resistance, and tha 
oannon, crow bowf, and smaller artUlery were pointed 
firom tha windowsi roofs^ and ey^ry hole from which they 
xnight be disoharged with effect on the enemy— then as 
night was drawing on, and they despaired of suoceeding in 
their attexnpt^ the Frrøoh retked into the Oastle« leaving 
outsida more than two thousand horses, for which they 
CDuld find neither food nor shelter. 

It is not our intention hore, to mention all the different 
ikirmidieB whioh iook plaoe between the two contending 
partiec^ skinnishes which migbt be called the last efforts 
of the Frenoh, to keep poasession of a kingdom, from 
whioh they were afterwards absolutely driven forth. 

The oorions reader who wi«hef to foUow them in these 
balitlQ«, may consult with pleasore all those Bistoriana 
who haye writtea on the afi^rs of Italy, during that Cen- 
tury, particolarly Guicciardini, our own guide throogh- 
out ibis narratiye; they will there see how Montpensier, 
foræd to yiald ey«n the last inoh of giround» waø obliged 
to return beyond the Alps, with the glory of having made 
idl the resistanoe in his power, They will see how ^inja; 
.CSiarlaa had tbe good Ibrtune to open himself a passag^ 
tbiDugh the midst of the illie^ «ra^<^ ^\»l^^sn«IIS$H^^^BBSL 
Jm tim di'toma ha made mfti^ '^vn^ V^ ^V^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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and Si Msrtin, proteotors of the Frenoh kiiigdom, prO'* 
misiiig to their ohurohes rioh gifts and toiUome pilgrim« 
ages. 

Our btudnesB now is, to bring to a oonelusion the ad^ 
ventures of our heroes, nearly all of whom we 1^ in 
critical situations. 

Howeyer slightly memory may aid onr readers, it will* 
not be difficultto remember that Montpensier, on quit^ 
ting'his palace had given orders to an officer to oonduot 
Malvezzi to TrivuMo. They must remember also, that 
Camilla, in her futile attempt to sacrifioe Lucilla, in order 
to revenge herself on the Jew, had &Hen down half alive^ 
and was compassionately carried by som^ persons to s 
seat. It was at the same moment that the Vioeroy travers- 
ed the ante-chamber, and that the orowd of parantes, who 
only waited to pay their court to this Prince, éisappeared 
with him, all d^ghted at the idea of having foeen seen bj 
Montpensier, although he had not fixed his eyes on any 
one. In a few moments the hall was oleared, and the 
palace nearly deserted. There only remained a few 
soldiers on guard, and the housefadd domestics, who, hav- 
ing reoeived proper instructions, hastened to collect the 
best they could to carry it off to the Castle, the last asylum 
of Montpensier and his followers. Camilla left alone, had 
by degrees regained her senses, although no oordial had 
been administered to her by a medical hånd. 

We left Lueilia and Trivulzio in the Yioeroy's audlence 

chamber, where Malvezzi was presented to them. Shall 

we describe once more, a coUoquy between this Jew and 

the General? It could only prove wearisome to our 

readers—since, it was a repetition of threats on the part 

o/X/udovioo, and a di&^«(&^\^ meanness on that of Mal- 

vezzi, wlio seeing \mna«^i ^\. XJoa tmswi Ki\ ^Jaa Com- 

xuaadanti, spared iiei^orpx^ii«^^«««*^««^«^^'^^^«"«^ 
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to moye hiin, oonstantly oontriving, nøyertheless, to aToid 
ev^ry ezplanation regarding Lucilla^ reserving this secret 
in his breast as an anchor of safety. 

While these things passed in the palaoe, the oity as w& 
have said, rematned a prey to the Arrogonese oonquerors . 
The most opportune arrangements taken with prompt- 
ness and courage, had obliged the French to find Castel 
NuoYO their only refuge. Ferdinand had been borne in tri-^ 
nmphasitweretotheroyal palaoe; and Prince Frederic,. 
Hannibal Trivulzio and the youth Demetrius, after having 
aocompanied him had made enquiries respeoting Ludovico 
and LuciUa^ Being told that they would be found both 
together at the Montpen8ieri>alaoe, they quickly prooeededs 
thither aooompanied by some oourtiers who had trimmed 
tiieir sails tosuit the fresh wind. They hastily erowded the 
ante-chamber, when a cry of joy issuing from a comer of 
ihe apartment struok their ear, and before they had time 
to disoover its oause, the blaok woman was already in th& 
arms of Demetrius. 

" Demetrius ! my son V* cried the miserable woman— 
^ delight of my heart, hope of my life, at length I see you 
again, you arrive in timOf oome^-quick— unsheathe that 
blade— the hour of yengeance has struck." 

Thns saying, her face shone with a horrible light and 
her eyes flaming like those of an angry lion, darted forth 
fearful flashes. 

After haying embraced her son over and over again, sha 
■eized him by the hånd with super-human force, and pro* 
eeeding with him through the inner room, which she had 
before seen Trivulzio and Lucilla enter, she dragged him 
after her and arrived with him, followed by PrinceFrederia 
and Hannibal, at the very same cabinet in whioh ^r^k^ 
Imdovioo Trivuino and the Isnye^W 

Tbø tuit§ ot Corxegøo jeiibnft ^mV^ ^»v«^» ^^r^^ ^^'^'^ 



trath ihe soene we would flimdesoribe. Alnosl all the 
påaaoDB whioh in the oonne of our lifé weaTe the web 
of human vioissitades, were hero seen in nnited aotum in 
a single piotore. 

Camilla animated hj the øame fbries whioh fonneriy 
nrged the son of Agamemnon to oommit the most horritøe 
of orimes, had hared tiie dagger, her ftiHifdl oompanioii, 
and waTed it in the air, reøembling at that moment the tnr 
gio mnae— but the wetiipon fell fhvm her hånd aa aoon 
ai fhe had fized her eyee upon the ytmng girl, who waa to 
hare fiUlen the flrst viotim to her blind rage. 

"Ahr Bhe oiMd,*'Ah! my dauj^terrand she feU 
flat down witti inoredible violenæ just as if an irre- 
ostible hånd had powerftilly dragged her baGkwards. 

Luoilla had remained mokionless, but urged ibrwani 
and restrained at thesametime by two oon1»ffy feelings: 
fcar, with whioh the sudden appearanæ of an armed 
woman had inspired her, and an intemal Toioe whidi an* 
swered to the oall of Camilla by whisperingto hrø ^ she is 
thy mother." 

Malveszi— Oh who oan Vui^t the Strange and terrified 
physiognomy of Malyezzi ! A lamid traveller who sees on 
a sudden, a band of ferodous assassins in fh>nt of him. 
An unarmed savage, who finds himself in the jaws of a 
oruel Bengal tiger, or amidst the ooSh of a terrible boa, 
are but feeble images of his situation. Had the earth open- 
ed at his feet to swaUow him up at this junoture, he would 
hare deemed himself fortunate. Motionless, his hair stand* 
ing erect, with his eyes wide open and dim as a glass that 
has been breathed upon, he meohanioally eztended his 
hånds and drewback his head. 

Hannibal Trivulzio in spite of his heart whioh strongly 
impelled him first towards his ikther and Looilla^ stopped 
^MflMlDeoMtnuBinraUng the niig€fable BMitber, who 
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qiiiokly tseiå&å. with a Tiolent delirium, kept talking wildly 
and inooherently. 

" My daughter !— my daughter !— my Sibilla I—my 
Demetrius it is herself, it is your sister." It was a re- 
markable oircumstanæ that not a single syllable issued 
again from her lips recaUing the ideas of yengeanoe. 

Prinoe Prederic had no diffioulty in reoognising the 
mother of the youth Demetrius. Ludoyioo would haye 
burst forth as nsual, but that he was unable, being so much 
affected by this mingled scene of grief and joy. 

Who could haye belieyed that the flrst to break this 
pantominio silenæ was MålyezziP Yes, he, whose tongué 
the hope <^obtaining pardon at this moment had uniooø* 
ed ; and he eried out, kneeling down, and stretching out 
bis arms—'Yes, Ludlla is her daughter! Lucilla is un- 
doubtedly the daughter of this mysterious and terrible 
woman— I oonfess it— I repeat it— I ooniirm it with aa 
oath I I oarried her off from the Isle of Cyprus*^! edu- 
eated her, she grew up with me— Oh ! haye pity on me I* 

Here he was intermpted by Ludoyioo, who finally, and 
to his great satisfaction fimnd strength to exclalm— 
•*Body o* the devil !— Dog of a Jew !» 

But Prinoe Frederio, less interested, or more prudent 
than the others, thought it neoessary for the restoration 
of this fortunate mother, to remoye Malyezzi, and calling 
some of the attendants who had acoompanied him thither, 
he desired them to shut him up and to keep him in sight. 
SiMlla had thrown herself into the arms of Camilla, and 
the latter embraoed her with a dangerous yiolenoe. 
Medioal aid being quiokly oalled in, proper remedies were 
Buggested for the inyalid, who some hours afterwardi 
baying reooyered her senséø, was neyer satisfied with kisi* 
ing and oareBsing, but in a more gentle manner the 
Sikillai whMadM hi4 ku xamy i«Ka VnnS^Jiil^it^^M^ 
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How the affiiini of these personages terminated after 
this happy reoognifcion, there are few of our readers who 
would not be able to téll ua 

Ludovico Trivulzio reminded Lucilla of her promise to 
hecome Marchioness Trivulzio as soon as she had found 
again her own parents. In order that this promise might 
not be broken, and to keep the General's honor unstained 
he, having swom to that effeot» Prinoe Erederio proposed 
Hannibal as a substitute, and he offered to use his influ- 
ence to induce him to render this important servioe. 

•* Very well ** said Ludovico, "if you are satisfied, and if 
Hannibal will condescend, I shall also be satisfied. I had 
taken an oath more sacred than that of the Pagan Goda^ 
when they invoke the Styz. You have found a way to 
make me nullif^ and keep it at the same time." Thua 
Bhould end the oomedy. That this would be the termi- 
nation, foreseen also by our readers, we willingly consent, 
but what they do not know, and we ought to tell them is, 
that some hours after, Ludovioo having entered the room 
in which Malvezzi was confined, found him extended on 
the pavement, and attacked by a most yiolent fever. 

"MyLord Trivulzio !" said he, raising lus head with 
difficulty— **my last hour is come, let them, for charity's 
sake, let them give me a little water, that I may moisten 
my parched throat, and relate to you some circumstanoes 
which may prove of use to Lucilla." 

Ludovico calling to a soldier, desired him to take a glass 
øf water to the Jew, and anger in his breast yielding to 
oompassion, he ordered that a bed should be brought for 
him likewise — ^but while they were executing his com- 
mands, the band of God fell still more heavily on the head 
of this reprobate— scarcely had he time to confirm in the 
presenæ of some witnesses summoned for the purpose^ 
ihttt il w«8 he who had stolen the young Sibilla» «ad that 
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she was really the daughter of Odaleta, an Albanese 
officer, and of Camilla, ere he expired on the bare ground, 
according to the custom of the Jews— thus, sparing to 
the justice of men the punishment of a rascal laden with 
every species of crime. 



VINI8. 



J. BiOK, Printer«. 8, V^fow P«r%de,'L«MG&ll^|^MiL. 



i 



